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It’s a Great Day  
to be a Panther! 

NEWSMAKERS 
Upcoming 

Events 
 

Freshman  
Orientation 

Thursday, Aug. 4 
 

Back-to-School 
Bash + Schedule 
Pickup for G 9-12 

Monday, Aug. 8 
 

ALL Students  
PK-12 Return 

Wednesday, Aug. 10 
 

Picture Day 
Wednesday, Aug. 24 

 

Board of Ed. Mtg. 
Monday, Aug. 29 

The Character word for August 
is “RESPECT” 

I N SI D E  T HI S  
I SS U E 

2022-23 OUT OF DISTRICT  
ADMISSION APPLICATION 

An Out of District Application for Admission is re-
quired each year for all students living outside the 
Dawson Springs District. The district boundaries 
are the four bridges leading out of town. A form 
is included on page 12. Submit immediately to the 

DS School Board Office for student admission. 

Little Panther Academy 
Children who are 3 on or before Au-
gust 1 are eligible to attend our Little 
Panther Academy. See page 4 for 

registration information or call Kristin 
or Melissa at 270-797-3811, option 2. 

SPORTS PHYSICAL REMINDER 
All students participating in Fall 

Sports & Open Gym MUST have a 
current sports physical on file. 

STUDENT REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
The Kentucky Department of Education requires 

every K-12 student have on file a legal proof of age 
document, a current Commonwealth of Kentucky 
Immunization Certificate plus health, vision and 
dental exams to attend school. Failure to submit 
these documents may result in your child not 

being able to attend school. See page 6 for 
more information or contact Crystal Davenport, 

Registrar, at 270-797-3811, option 5. 

 
Dear Fellow Dawson Springs Area Friends, 
 
On behalf of our faculty, staff, and administration in our Dawson Springs Schools, I 
encourage you to take a look at the reverse side of this page for some impressive in-
formation regarding our schools. We have a rich tradition of strong academic success. 
We feel much of our success revolves around relationship building, high expectations, 
and providing engaging, positive learning opportunities for students inside and outside 
of our classrooms. We also just don’t engage students, we engage student families 
and our community as well. We believe this is a key element in our continued success 
in all of our schools.    
 
If you, your friends, or any of your family have school aged children, please share this 
important information with them. Enrollment is currently open with full day preschool 
down to age 3 and up to high school seniors...REGARDLESS OF WHERE YOU LIVE! 
We also have expanded transportation available to some areas slightly outside our 
borders. 
 
We are looking forward to a great 2022-2023 school year. Our first day for students is 
August 10th. More information and contact information is located on page 2.  
 
Have a safe remainder of the summer!  
 
Warm Regards,  

Lenny Whalen 
Lenny Whalen 
Superintendent, Dawson Springs Independent Schools 
 
 

Come take a look and see what makes our small, 
 “home town” setting so successful! 
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August 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 

 

 

 

 

5:30 Freshman 

Orientation 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

7 8 

5:00-7:00 Back-to-

School Bash + 

Schedule Pickup 

for Grades 9-12 

9 

Staff Opening Day 

 

10 

Students Return 

 

3:15 Jr/Sr HS 

SBDM Council 

Meeting 

11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

9am Cross Coun-

try @ Trigg Co. 

21 22 23 24 

Picture Day 

 

3:30 Elementary 

Principal Advixory 

Council Meeting 

25 26 27 

8am Cross Coun-

try @ Murray 

28 29 

6:00 Board of Edu-

cation Meeting 

30 31    

PreK Registration (by appointment) 

-    -     -    - Staff Professional Development  -    -    -    - 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Purple+Panther+Logos&view=detailv2&&&id=6E4596EBC13357A57758E4B922DF048BC12BAF79&selectedIndex=67&ccid=1t%2fl%2bazq&simid=607999870270573103&thid=JN.kMpgWm2v4D5bbZY%2bgMBO5w
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=list+clip+art&view=detailv2&&qpvt=list+clip+art&id=821254A848F91094DD7FF8A2D8206BBA538E551E&selectedIndex=25&ccid=NgWBVpPO&simid=608017075904318203&thid=JN.%2bsRRFJqQrV9Tyfpp7NL3UA
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Primary+School+Clipart&view=detailv2&&&id=5C5511A730800B9AD6061FC7151A1F2B072EF231&selectedIndex=177&ccid=q9VbwwBt&simid=607997727077304320&thid=JN.bavM7VLfRKdqhJJBUDLncw
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IMPORTANT K-12 STUDENT REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
 

IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

In 2018, the state of Kentucky updated immunization requirements to include the 2 

dose series of  

Hepatitis A for children between 12 months - 18 years old.  
 

The state also updated immunization requirements to include a booster 

dose of the meningococcal shot at the age of 16. Students get a menin-

gococcal shot for 6th grade entry but if a student is 16 or older, they 

must receive a 2nd meningococcal booster shot. 
 

Proof of compliance will be required.  
 

Please contact your child’s health care provider to make an appointment to complete 

this required series before the start of the 2022-23 school year. 
 

The health department offers immunizations to students who have a medical card, no 

insurance or  

insurance that doesn’t cover vaccines. Contact the Hopkins Co. Health 

Dept. for more information. 

 

6th GRADE REQUIREMENTS 
 

In addition to the Meningococcal shot, students entering the 6
th

 Grade 

are required to have an updated physical exam. 
 

Please make sure to submit these documents to the Board of Education office before 

the start of the 2022-23 school year if you have not already done so. 

 

KINDERGARTEN REQUIREMENTS 
 

Kentucky also requires that all children entering Kindergarten are required to submit 

copies of an official birth certificate, Social Security card, current immunization rec-

ords, physical exam, dental exam, and eye exam.   
 

Please make sure to submit these documents before the start of the 2022-23 school 

year if you have not already done so. 
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Bus Safety Tips for 
Parents 

 
To help keep your children 

safe, below are important tips 
to teach them. 

 
 Arrive at the bus stop five minutes 

before the bus is scheduled to arrive. 
 
 Have all items in their book bag be-

fore they leave home so they do not 
drop anything. 

 
 Wait at the bus stop in a safe place, 

10-12 feet away from the road. 
 
 Keep electronic equipment packed 

away as they prepare to board. Never 
use an electronic device or wear ear 
buds when walking to the bus stop or 
when getting on or off the bus. 

 
 Return home to get help or phone for 

assistance if they miss the bus. 
 
 NEVER chase after the bus. 
 
 NEVER walk to another bus stop. 
 
 NEVER drive your child to another bus 

stop without permission. The bus 
driver is not expecting them and your 
child may not be seen and can be in-
jured. 

Illegal Passing 
 

KRS 189.370 
Passing stopped school bus or 

church bus prohibited. 
 
If any school bus or church bus used in 
the transportation of children is stopped 
upon a highway for the purpose of re-
ceiving or discharging passengers, with 
the stop arm and signal lights activated, 
the operator of a vehicle approaching 

from any direction shall bring his vehicle 
to a stop and shall not proceed until the 
bus has completed receiving or discharg-

ing passengers and has been put into 
motion. The stop requirement provided 

for in this section shall not apply to vehi-
cles approaching a stopped bus from the 

opposite direction upon a highway of 
four (4) or more lanes. 

 
If any vehicle is witnessed to be in viola-
tion of subsection (1) of this section and 
the identity of the operator is not other-
wise apparent, it shall be a rebuttable 
presumption that the person in whose 

name the vehicle is registered or leased 
was the operator of the vehicle at the 

time of the alleged violation and is sub-
ject to the penalties as provided for in 

KRS 189.990(5). 
 

Help keep our students safe! 
 

If you see a vehicle passing a school bus 
while they are loading or unloading stu-
dents, contact your local law enforce-

ment office to report the vehicle descrip-
tion and license plate number. 
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August Birthdays 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Naomi Hensley 
 

2 
Aubrey Miller 
 

3 
Benjamin Davis 
William Kelley 

4 
Greyson Pleasant 
 

5 
Timothy Ellis 
Max Franklin 
Audrey Skimehorn 
Maddox Cotton 

6 
 
 

7 
Christopher Morgan 

8 9 
Mazie Cotton 
Lexie Howton 
Madyson Brinkley 
 

10 
Madeline Barnes 
Emilie Turner 

11 
Christopher Jones 
Victoria Renfro 
Cullen Shelton 
Kye Swatzell 

12 
James Harting 
 
 
 
 
 
Kim Menser 

13 
Jasmine Lynch 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mattilin Galloway 

15 
Breanna Barnes 
Jonathan Piper 

16 
Alya Parrish 
Matthew Ford 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lauren Hibbs 

18 
Levi Lohse 

19 
Journee Gamblin 

20 
Rhyan Parker 
 

21 
Ashton Gamblin 
Kiaira Sellers 
Tripton Hankins 
 
 
 
 
Tracy Bruce 

22 
Caden Dyer 

23 
Kylee Hancock 

24 
Alexandria Bean 

25 
 

26 
Cheyenne Dalton 
Taylor Paris 
Eryn Sizemore 
Jacob Goodaker 

27 
Noah Keyes 

28 
 

29 
Chloe Britt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Becky Oliver 

30 
Mayson Howard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Larry Cavanah 

31 
Sean Stallins 
Benjamin Collins 

   

August Birthday Cake  
Winners 

Eryn Sizemore & 
Cullen Shelton 

Present your certificate at our DS Dairy 
Queen for a FREE Ice Cream Cake. 

Anyone whose name 
appears on this 

calendar is eligible 
for a 10% discount 

on an ice cream cake 
when you present 

this page at our DS 
Dairy Queen at the 
time of purchase. 
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