Psychology Syllabus

2025-2026 School Year

Mrs. Reba Petersen
I. Course Description and Requirements

You will be afforded the opportunity to survey the major principles that surround human behavior. An overview of the history of psychology, psychological frameworks and their accompanying psychologist, human development, social interaction, learning and motivation will be examined. You will develop an analytical skill set to identify the basic biological, mental and social aspects of personality.
Instruction centers around inquiry-based learning that is incorporated into class activities.  Learning activities include teacher-lead instruction, group work, student seatwork, project-based learning, and lab exercises with both student-choice and teacher-choice grouping.  

Students can expect to start each day with a bell ringer assignment followed by learning activities and/or lecture.   At times students will work independently from the teacher in order to achieve student autonomy that will be expected of upper school students.  Classes are structured to utilize every minute for learning and assessing understanding.  Real world application is a daily objective.  Higher-level thinking will be incorporated into each lesson as well as use of technology when applicable to increase student achievement.  Students are expected to participate in all activities and actively engage and ask questions during teacher-led lecture.  Students are also expected to review and study the content covered in class outside of school on a daily basis.
II. Class Expectations 

· Students are expected to be present and active members of the classroom each and every day.  

· Students are expected to come to class prepared with all necessary materials and completed assignments to learn and participate in all lectures and activities. 

· Students are expected to be respectful of the teacher, the classroom, and their peers.  

III. Class Discipline 

Students who are not acting present, coming prepared, and being respectful will earn one of the following consequences:

· Warning in class

· Parent contact

· Parent contract with Administration
· Written office referral 
Any student caught cheating on an assignment will receive a zero and referred to the Principal or Assistant Principal.    

IV. Required Materials

All students must come to class each day with the following materials: 

· Notebook paper
· Pencil

· Pen
V. Assessment and Grading Plan

We will cover ten units over the course of the semester.  Each unit consists of 1-4 major assessments.  The amount of minor assessments varies per unit.  Students will have a daily quiz each day that will add up to a weekly minor grade.  All unit tests include both multiple choice and open response questions. Note: Assignments checked for completion will not be accepted late.  Assignments collected and graded for accuracy will be accepted late with a penalty of 10% off every day late.  **Under absolutely NO circumstances will late work be accepted after the completion of the unit the work is from, unless the student had an excused absence in which case they receive only 5 days to turn in the work.
Minor Assessments - 40% Can include any of the following:
· Classwork: Each unit is packed with engaging activities and practice to help master the content.  These assignments range from 15-100 points, depending on the length and depth of material.  
· Quizzes: At times, the students will take quizzes that pertain to the material previously taught in class. Students who were absent the previous class period will not be expected to complete the quiz on the day they return, if it is over content they missed.  If their absence is excused, they will receive the chance to make-up the quiz grade according to the make-up policies provided by Marbury High School.  
· Homework:  Students may be given practice problems to complete at home to assist in mastery of content.  Students will often be given time at the end of class to begin working on homework.  
Major Assessments – 60% 

	1st Half of Semester

Unit 1: Cognition
Unit 2: Gender
Unit 3: Industrial – Organizational Psychology 
Unit 4: Positive Psychology/ Social Psychology
Unit 5: Stress and Health/ Biological Bases of Behavior
 
	2nd Half of Semester

Unit 6: Careers, Education, and Vocational Applications in Psychology
Unit 7: Consciousness 
Unit 8: Emotion and Learning
Unit 9: Life Span Development and Memory 
Unit 10:  Psychological Disorders and Sensation and Perception


The final grade is calculated according to the following percent values:


1st half of semester grade = 50% of final grade
     40% Q1, 40% Q2, 20% Midterm Exam
2nd half of semester grade = 50 % of final grade

     40% Q3, 40% Q4, 20% Final Exam
VI.  Communication
I will regularly post on my ParentSquare regarding any updates, announcements, and assignments for students and parents to access. If you ever want to know something, check ParentSquare first! Students and parents are also encouraged to contact me via email. I will respond to all emails within 24 hours during the school week. 

Email: reba.petersen@acboe.net
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Please sign and return the bottom portion by August 15, 2025.
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