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Principal's Message
Dear St. Catherine Families,
Fifty-four years ago, the Fall Auction began to support St. Catherine School financially. Over the years, it has grown into a tradition that brings our school, parish, and community together.
Some supporters have attended for decades, while others are just beginning their connection to our school. As a school family, you are an important part of carrying this tradition forward.
A great deal has changed in those 54 years. Our community has weathered difficult economic times and enjoyed years of prosperity. Buying habits have changed, and so have the items people want to purchase. As the auction adapts, our gratitude remains constant. Behind every donation is someone who cares about our school and wants our children to thrive.
Through all those changes, the auction’s purpose has remained the same: to support St. Catherine School. What has changed is how much our daily work depends on it. Years ago, auction proceeds more often helped fund larger purchases and projects beyond the regular budget. Over the past decade, those dollars have become essential to our everyday operations. They help pay our teachers, keep our doors open, and keep our lights on.
For our school families, that support touches your children’s lives every day. It helps sustain the classrooms where they learn, the relationships that help them grow, and the faith-filled community you have chosen for them.
And those lights illuminate a ministry that belongs to all of us.

Jesus calls us to be the light of the world. At St. Catherine School, we answer that call by helping children know Jesus Christ, recognize His love for them, and learn to share that love with others. Our mission of inspiring excellence through faith, learning, and service comes to life through the partnership of our families, staff, parish, and supporters. This school is YOUR ministry, and your presence and participation help make it possible.
Please plan to attend this year’s Fall Auction. Set aside the evening, arrange childcare if needed, and invite friends or family to join you. Your attendance matters. A room filled with school families brings energy to the event and shows our donors, volunteers, and parish community how much we value their investment in our children.
You can contribute in many ways: donate, volunteer, bid, and encourage others to come. Every family’s circumstances are different, and we appreciate every contribution. Please know you    don't need to make a large purchase for your presence to matter. Coming together in support of our school is an important part of what makes this evening successful.
If you cannot attend, please consider a one-time or recurring gift at
 catherineofalexandria.org/online-giving.
Thank you for helping keep the lights on—and for helping the light of Christ shine through St. Catherine School.


Reminders
No School—Thursday, October 22, and Friday, October 23. Our teachers are attending an in-service on Thursday at St. Joseph School/St. Mary’s Academy in Devils Lake.

ProCare Billing: We are continuing to work through ProCare billing and making digital payments available to families. If you notice an issue with your parent account, please contact Ms. Giesen so she can help resolve it. Thank you for your patience as we work through this process.

Office Requests: The office will be especially busy over the next few weeks as we prepare for the Fall Auction. If you are waiting on something from us, please feel welcome to follow up. Your reminders are appreciated, and we want to make sure your needs are addressed.

Little Saints Openings: We currently have two openings in our preschool room and multiple openings for before- and after-school care for school-age
children. We are also working to secure the staffing needed to expand availability for infants and children ages 1–2. For information about current openings, please contact Little Saints Director Beth Nadelin at beth.nadelin@k12.nd.us.
Thank You and Opportunities to Help

Thank you to Nancy Hagen for sharing her time and talent through several exterior painting projects around our school. We are grateful for her help caring for our building!

We also have several interior painting projects and are looking for someone who could help repair or replace the metal grates along the front of the stage. If you feel called to

share your time and talents with our school, please contact me in the school office. Your help means more than you know, and I sincerely appreciate the care you give to our school.



St. Catherine Spotlight
Fall Auction Window Display: Our teachers put their creativity to work decorating the museum window on Central Avenue to promote the upcoming Fall Auction! A special thank-you to Mrs. Rose for organizing the decorations and to the other teachers who joined her in spending many extra hours getting everything ready. Take a drive down Central and check out their work!
Chess Enrichment: On Wednesday, our fourth, fifth, and sixth graders enjoyed a fun enrichment day with Todd Wolf, who teaches chess throughout North Dakota. We loved the opportunity to learn and practice together! Watch for more details about a school chess club coming soon.
Thank you for choosing St. Catherine School and for sharing in its mission. I look forward to seeing our school families at the Fall Auction as we come together to support our children, our teachers, and the work God has entrusted to us.













Stay Connected with St. Catherine School
📍 Address: 540 3rd Ave. NE, Valley City, ND  58072
Email:  nicholas.lee1@k12.nd.us
📧
Phone: 1-701-845-1453
📞
Website:  www.stcatherine.k12.nd.us
🌐
📘 Follow Us on Facebook: St. Catherine School on Facebook
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