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Fr. Matt’s Catechetical Corner: August 3, 2025

From Pope Leo XIV’s First Homily:
Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” If we reflect on the scene we are considering, we find two
possible answers, which characterize two different attitudes.

First, there is the world’s response. Matthew tells us that this conversation between Jesus and his disciples
takes place in the beautiful town of Caesarea Philippi, filled with luxurious palaces, set in a magnificent
natural landscape at the foot of Mount Hermon, but also a place of cruel power plays and the scene of
betrayals and infidelity. This setting speaks to us of a world that considers Jesus a completely insignificant
person, at best someone with an unusual and striking way of speaking and acting. And so, once his
presence becomes irksome because of his demands for honesty and his stern moral requirements, this
“‘world” will not hesitate to reject and eliminate him.

Then there is the other possible response to Jesus’ question: that of ordinary people. For them, the
Nazarene is not a charlatan, but an upright man, one who has courage, who speaks well and says the right
things, like other great prophets in the history of Israel. That is why they follow him, at least for as long as
they can do so without too much risk or inconvenience. Yet to them he is only a man, and therefore, in times
of danger, during his passion, they too abandon him and depart disappointed.

What is striking about these two attitudes is their relevance today. They embody notions that we could easily
find on the lips of many men and women in our own time, even if, while essentially identical, they are
expressed in different languages. Even today, there are many settings in which the Christian faith is
considered absurd, meant for the weak and unintelligent. Settings where other securities are preferred, like
technology, money, success, power, or pleasure. These are contexts where it is not easy to preach the Gos-
pel and bear witness to its truth, where believers are mocked, opposed, despised or at best tolerated and
pitied. Yet, precisely for this reason, they are the places where our missionary outreach is desperately need-
ed. A lack of faith is often tragically accompanied by the loss of meaning in life, the neglect of mercy, appal-
ling violations of human dignity, the crisis of the family and so many other wounds that afflict our society.

| say this first of all to myself, as the Successor of Peter, as | begin my mission as Bishop of Rome and,
according to the expression of Saint Ignatius of Antioch, am called to preside in charity over the universal
Church (cf. Letter to the Romans, Prologue). Saint Ignatius’, words apply more generally to an indispensable
commitment for all those in the Church who exercise a ministry of authority. It is to move aside so that Christ
may remain, to make oneself small so that he may be known and glorified (cf. Jn 3:30), to spend oneself to
the utmost so that all may have the opportunity to love him.

RCIA CLASSES

RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults It’s a process within the Catholic Church
designed to welcome and prepare adults (17 or older) who are not yet Catholic for full membership
through the sacraments of baptism, confirmation, and Eucharist. It's also a process for baptized
Christians from other denominations to be received into the Catholic Church.

You may register for classes at the Parish office during the month of August.

Classes will begin in September.

Amourger [Ki[mn@

June - August

Every Thursday night 5:30-8:00 pm
Knights of Columbus

1805 West 29™ St. Dine-in f& Takeout
South Sioux City, NE available




Job Posting — After School Program Supervisor

St. Michael's School is seeking two After-School Supervisors for the 2025-2026 school
year. The After-School Program runs from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm, pending the number of
children. Applicants must be 18 years or older and are regquired to be Safe Envirocnment
certified. If interested, please email Lora Crowe, Principal, at loracrowe@smaosssc.corn
or call the Parish Office at 402-494-5423 for further information.

ENGLISH GROUPS/ GRUPOS EN INGLES
These meetings are open to all who wish to attend.

Our Lady Queen of Saturdays 8:30am rosary in the church, followed by 9am Marian Mass,
Peace - Prayer Cenacle | 54 ends with 30-45min of prayer in the Parish Center.

OACCW Summer Meeting
Who: All Women

What: OACCW (Archdiocese Council of Catholic Women) meeting.

When: Tuesday, August 12, 2025

Where: St. John the Baptist Catholic Church Hall, 215 Omaha St. -- Fordyce, NE 68736

Note: Location Change

ITENERARY: 9:30 a.m. Registration of $10 includes coffee/rolls and Lunch. 10:00 a.m. OACCW
Meeting at St. John the Baptist Parish Hall, Fordyce...Hosted by RNC Deanery ladies of

Crofton. 11:30 Mass/Rosary. Lunch; Commission Reports & discussion on the 101" OACCW
Convention planning (September 15, 2025). Please have a representative there from all the parishes
of RNC Deaneries. We will also be collecting “Box of Joy “ items.

Toothbrushes, wash cloths, small toy items, kids t-shirts, rosaries. Please call with any questions on
“Box of Joy”. Please join us for a day of Spirituality with our Sisters in Christ as we “Be the Light”
of Christ. The OACCW Convention Quilt Raffle Tickets will be available for purchase at the meet-
ing. Look forward to seeing you all.

RSVP encouraged by August 1* for lunch count to Leonarda Arens OACCW President via email

at arensljrepair@hotmail.com or text to 402-253-5120

“Knock and the door will be opened to you.” Discover the amazing plan God has for you and your
marriage on the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience on:

Sept. 19-21, Grand Island, NE

For questions, feel free to contact:

Brenda & Gary Granger: 402-370-5839

Space is limited, so reserve your weekend early. )

For more information about Worldwide Marriage Encounter, ottt

please visit www.wwme.org marriage
Follow us on Instagram and Facebook! @worldwidemarriageencounter ShEoMmeer



mailto:arensljrepair@hotmail.com
http://www.wwme.org/
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VASCULAR & ORGAN WELLNESS ULTRASOUND SCREENING
Saturday, August 23rd
Parish Center 312 W 13th St. South Sioux City, NE. 68776
Please call 832-437-7355 to arrange your appointment
THE PACKAGE INCLUDE: 7 ultrasounds for $179.00 which are: Stroke Risk Screening, Abdominal Aortic Aneu-

rysm Screening, Thyroid Screening, Liver Screening, Gallbladder Screening and two Kidney screenings.
NOTE: There are also exams not included in the package that cost extra. For more information, please call
832-437-7355.

EXAMENES PREVENTIVOS DE ULTRASONIDO
Sabado 23 de agosto
Centro Parroquial 312 W 13th St. South Sioux City, NE. 68776
Para hacer una cita por favor llame al 832-437-7355
INCLUYE:- PAQUETE DE 7 EXAMENES DE ULTRASONIDO POR $179.00 Examenes incluyen: riesgo de derra-
mes cerebrales, Aneurisma Adrtico Abdominal, de las Tiroides, del Higado, Vesicula y 2 examenes de los Rifiones,

NOTA: también hay examenes no incluidos en el paquete con un costo adicional. Para mas
informacion puede llamar al niimero 832-437-7355

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR ALL PARENTS WHO HAVE
CHILDREN AT ST. MICHAEL'S CATHOLIC SCHOOL.

Due to ongoing renovations at the school, the final building inspection date has
been postponed, and for this reason, we have made the following changes.

OPEN HOUSE.:- will be on Wednesday, August 13th, from 5:00-6:00 pm.
SCHOOL START DATE: Thursday, August 14th, at 8:00 am.

AVISO IMPORTATE PARA TODOS LOS PADRES DE FAMI-
LIA QUE TIENEN HIJOS EN LA ESCUELA CATOLICA DE
SAN MIGUEL.

Debido a las remodelaciones que aun se estan llevado a cabo en la escuela, la fecha de la inspeccion fi-
nal del edificio se postergado y por esta razén hemos hecho los siguientes cambios.

CASA ABIERTA. - secri el miércoles 13 de agosto de las 5-6:00 pm
INICIO DE CLASES: - scri el jueves14 a las 8:00 am.

GRUPOS EN ESPANOL/ SPANISH SPEAKING GROUPS.
Las reuniones de los siquientes grupos estan abiertas para las personas que deseen asistir.




Rincon Catequético del Padre Mateo: 3 de agosto del 2025

De la Primera Homilia del Papa Leodn XIV:
¢ Quién dice la gente que es el Hijo del Hombre? Si reflexionamos sobre la escena que estamos considerando,
encontramos dos posibles respuestas, que caracterizan dos actitudes diferentes.

Primero, esta la respuesta del mundo. Mateo nos dice que esta conversacion entre Jesus y sus discipulos tiene
lugar en la hermosa ciudad de Cesarea de Filipo, llena de lujosos palacios, enclavada en un magnifico paisaje
natural al pie del monte Hermén, pero también un lugar de crueles juegos de poder y escenario de traiciones e
infidelidades. Este escenario nos habla de un mundo que considera a Jesus una persona completamente
insignificante, en el mejor de los casos, alguien con una forma inusual y llamativa de hablar y actuar. Y asi, una
vez que su presencia se vuelve molesta por sus exigencias de honestidad y sus severas exigencias morales,
este "mundo” no dudara en rechazarlo y eliminarlo.

Luego esta la otra posible respuesta a la pregunta de Jesus: la de la gente comun. Para ellos, el Nazareno no
es un charlatan, sino un hombre recto, valiente, que habla bien y dice las cosas correctas, como otros grandes
profetas en la historia de Israel. Por eso lo siguen, en Al menos mientras puedan hacerlo sin demasiado riesgo
ni inconveniente. Sin embargo, para ellos, él es solo un hombre y, por lo tanto, en tiempos de peligro, durante su
pasion, también lo abandonan y parten decepcionados.

Lo sorprendente de estas dos actitudes es su relevancia hoy. Encarnan nociones que podriamos encontrar
facilmente en labios de muchos hombres y mujeres de nuestro tiempo, aunque, siendo esencialmente idénticas,
se expresen en lenguajes diferentes. Incluso hoy, existen muchos entornos en los que la fe cristiana se
considera absurda, destinada a los débiles y poco inteligentes. Entornos donde se prefieren otras seguridades,
como la tecnologia, el dinero, el éxito, el poder o el placer. Son contextos donde no es facil predicar el Evangelio
y dar testimonio de su verdad, donde los creyentes son objeto de burla, oposicion, desprecio o, en el mejor de
los casos, tolerados y compadecidos. Sin embargo, precisamente por esta razén, son los lugares donde nuestra
labor misionera es desesperadamente necesaria. La falta de fe a menudo va tragicamente acompafiada de la
pérdida del sentido de la vida, el descuido de la misericordia, atroces violaciones de la dignidad humana, la
crisis de... La familia y tantas otras heridas que afligen a nuestra sociedad. Me digo esto ante todo a mi mismo,
como Sucesor de Pedro, al comenzar mi misién como Obispo de Roma y, segun la expresion de san Ignacio de
Antioquia, llamado a presidir en la caridad la Iglesia universal (cf. Carta a los Romanos, Prélogo). Las palabras
de san Ignacio se aplican de forma mas general a un compromiso indispensable para todos aquellos que en la
Iglesia ejercen un ministerio de autoridad: hacerse a un lado para que Cristo permanezca, hacerse pequefio
para que sea conocido y glorificado (cf. Jn 3,30), entregarse al maximo para que todos tengan la oportunidad de
amarlo.

CLASES DE R.I.C.A.

En la Iglesia Catolica, "RICA" se refiere al Rito de Iniciacion Cristiana para Adultos.

Es un proceso para personas mayores de 17 afios que desean convertirse en miembros de la
Iglesia Catodlica y recibir los sacramentos de iniciacion: Bautismo, Confirmacion y Eucaristia.
También es un proceso para que los cristianos bautizados de otras denominaciones sean

recibidos en la Iglesia Catolica.
Puede inscribirse para estas clases en la oficina parroquial durante el mes de agosto.
Las clases daran inicio en septiembre.

El Movimiento Familiar Cristiano Catolico te invita a un Retiro Matrimonial

Se llevara acabo el Sabado 16 de Agosto de 2025
En el Centro Parroquial de la Iglesia San Miguel
312 W 13th ST, South Sioux City, NE
8:00 am - 3:30 pm
Habra cuidado de nifios el costo sera de $10 por nifio.




| Intenciones Para la Misa/Mass Intenm Weekly Colle
. Week Endin
Sabado, 2 de agosto, 2025~ Saturday, August 2, 2025 July 20 202§
7:00pm(l\c/1[NJ) ; P(X(f | cumpleafios 9:00am(MK): {Gabriel Ortega Jr ’
e Jose ame ° ° .
Segundas Intenciones: and all the souls in Purgatory. Weekly
Por Héctor Galvan y las 5:00pm: TJ ean Kuehn Envelopes $ 9985.71
almas del Purgatorio & Loose
Domingo, 3 de agosto, 2025 Sunday, AugHSt 3, 2025 Collection
10:30am(MK): tIsauro Perez 7:30am:For the well-being of
; Segunda Intencién: Hector Galvan
Francisco Esteban Pedro . . 1 .
12:00pm(CZ): Por el aniversario de (?.00am(i For tILe 11V1I%gh& 2nd Collection $ 1858.32
boda #25 de Jose Jaime De Anda y cceased memoers of t _e
Rosa Maria Silva TVernon & Sandra Schmidt
Segundas Intenciones: famil
Por las necesidades de la familia y Other Collections $ 30.00
Mendoza Lozano y en accion de
gracias por la familia Lemus Garza Monday. August 4, 2025
1:30pm(CZ): }Angelina Barrios y 8:15am(CZ): tJoseph Peralta
TSamuel Herrera Second Intentions:
Lunes. 4 de agosto. 2025 For the vocation of Craig Roost
6:00pm: Servicio de Comunién and the birthday of Tiffany Lee A D S
§ 01(\)’13”6& S de 32015t0»2025 - Tuesday, August 5, 2025
et pm(MK): Por el aniversario 8:15am(MK): For the souls in r
uctuoso de fRamon Lopez Santiago P ¢ p
urgatory / A :
Miércoles, 6 de agosto, 2025 M E Y E R
6:00pm(MK): TRamon Lopez Santiago Wednesday, August 6, 2025 B R O ’1" H E R S
Jueves. 7 de julio. 2025 S:ISam(CZ): For the spepial PUNERAL HOME:
6:00pm(CZ): TRamon Lopez Santiago intentions of Peggy Mellick Mohr & Becker-Hunt Funeral Home
1431 W 29" Street
. South Si City, NE 68776
OO R TR gt Suingo | uESday. August 7, 2025 " a3
oP ' P & 8:15am(CZ): For the souls in
Sabado, 9 de agosto, 2025 Purgatory
6:00pm(CZ): TTeodoncia De Anda Bcs
Segundas Intenciones: .
Por el eterno descanso de TMaria Isabel Friday, AugUSt 8, 2025 .
Huerta, fJuan Ortiz, $Guillermina Perez 8: 15am(MK):F0r the SOUIS m 402.494.2659 (office) 712.389.2970 (cell)
y tEvangelina Reyes en memoria de su Purgatory besinsuranceagency@gmailcom
cumpleaﬁos 1512 Dakota Ste. A
So. Sioux City, NE 68776
Domingo, 10 de agosto, 2025 Saturday, August 9, 2025 AUTO - HOME - COMMERCIAL - IFE
10:30am(MK): Por el cumpleafios de 9:00am(MK): +Aaron White ‘ Lemsedin A NE SD.HA
Isaul De Anda Becerra 5:00pm(MN)° T Jean Ku-
Segundas Intenciones: ehn.

Por Roselia Valdovinos y su familia y el
eterno descanso de TAndrea Gutierrez
. ama y HErancisco Esteban Pedro | Sunday, August 10, 2025
:00pm : tMaria Magafia De Garcia X X
Segunda Intencidn: 7:3 Oam(l\(;%) . TDGIOI‘GS
€1son

Por el cumpleafios de Joanna Blanco
1:30pm(MN): Por el cumpleaiios de 9:00am(MN): For the

Martin Perez y Rodolff) Romo Parish
Segunda Intencidn: .
tFlorentino Alba Reyes y T Antonia Second Intent.lon:
Hernandez Lopez TEdward Rojas




