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Pathways to Promotion

Grade Level Ready Performance Qutcomes

Third graders may be promoted
to fourth grade if they

Y . Score above the fowest achievemerntt level for
demonstrate sufficient reading

the ACAP Reading Sulitest in the spring —
skills through one of the

following pathways:

Earn anacceptable score forthe ACAP
Supplemental Assessment

e
m’m'fﬂn Pathways Master grade 3 Essential Reading Standards in
the Student Readiny Porifolio

Meet one efilie Good Cause Excmptions

Thia siep should be conaidesed drer other pathways have been explored.,

Good Cause Exemptions:

Good cagse exemptinns allow sundents who are reading below grade level tn be promoted to the fourth prade hur still receiee

interventions and other supparts. The gaod canse exemptions include

1) Students identified as English language learners who bave had less than three years of instruction in English as a second language.

ul&udmﬂdhﬂﬂuwhpﬂdpuhﬁemﬂdemﬂhbmmmmﬂummmuﬂwﬁohwmww
Education Plan or a Section 504 plan that reflects that the studem has received inrensive reading intervention for more than rwo years
and who still demonstrates a deficiency in reading or was previously retained in kindergarten, first grade, second grade, or third grade,

(3) Students who have received intensive reading invervention for tweo or more years and who sl demonstrate a deficlency In reading
and who were previously retained in kindergarten, Grev grade, or second grade for a total of two years.

No eudent shall be retained more than once tn the third grade.

NOTE: Studenas with disabilives whosce Individualized Education Plan indicates that participation in the statewide agsesdment

Program is not approprise, consistent with state Law, are agtomatically exempt from demonstrating sufficient reading skills
outlined inthis chaprer in order toachieve promotien

If a student does not demonstrate sufficient reading skills through one of the three pathways or does not

qualify {ora good cause exempuion, the student may not be promoted to fourth grade.

How can families and guardians help?

Click for resources

Scan for resources
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Family and Community Involvement

Prevention and Intervention to Support Student Learning

ALABAMA LITERACY ACT
> k-3 FamiLies €

The parent or l:egal guardian of any K-3 student who exhibits a consistent reading deficiency shall be:

A statement:

s that the student has a deficiency in reading or exhibits characteristics of dyslexia ?
» that a reading improvement plan shall be developed &~

*created by the teacher, principal, other pertinent school personnel, and the pargnt or legal guardian of the student

A description of:
e current services provided to the student

« the proposed evidence-based reading interventions and supplemental instructional services and supports that shall
be proposed for discussion while establishing the student’s reading improvement plan

A notification of:
« maonthly progress towards grade level reading

s and provide strategies and rescurces to use at home to help students succeed in reading

’j « notified in writing no later than 15 school days after the identification including the following:

A statement
+ that if the reading deficiency is not addressed by the end of third grade a student will not be
promoted to fourth grade unless a good cause exemption is satisfied

« that while the statewide reading assessment is the initial determinant for promotion, the assessment is not the
sole determiner at the end of third grade

ARI Trainings

+ Alabama Literacy Act for Families Module
« Phonological Awareness/Phonemic Awareness Module
« Phonics Module
* Pack-A-Sack Parent Overview

ARI Resources

Click for resources
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Scan for resources
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Updated July 2024 Several resource are available in Alabama’s top five languages



ALABAMA LITERACY ACT
Frequently Asked Questlons

FOR K-3 FAMILIES

What is the |
ALABAMA LITERACY ACT?

.5
The Alabama Literacy Act was passed in 2019 to help improve reading in '
Alabama public schools to ensure students are reading on grade level by the
' end of the 3rd grade. Reading is the gateway to lifelong achievement and the
L d students of Alabama deserve a strong start on their path to success.
How will families be informed 4 4 4 Why focus on literacy? <1 <

about their child's progress? i
By 3rd grade, students must be proficient in

Each student in kindergarten through 3rd grade will foundational reading skills in order to

have his/her reading assessed at the beginning, middle, comprehend texts. If they are unsuccessful,
and end of the school year. These assessments will they will have difficuity understanding
identify students who need intensive reading instruction grade level reading material. Students also
and interventicn. These assessments also provide useful need strong reading skills in order to learn’
information for the teacher to help tailor instruction to other school subjects such as science,
meet individual student needs. Families should receive social studies, writing, and even math.

these results in writing within a designated time frame.

What is The Alabama State Board of Education
approved assessment that is required for promotion to the 4th grade? 4 4 4«

The Board approved assessment is the reading portion of the 3rd grade Alabama Comprehensive Assessment
Program (ACAP) English Language Arts assessment. The ACAP summative is a required test for all third-grade
students to irnitiate a path to promotion. Students not demeonstrating sufficient reading skills may be retained at
the end of 3rd grade, if unable to show sufficient reading skills by one of the other paths to promotion. Your
child's school will provide interventions to help your child.

How will schools help students who are retained in 3rd grade
because the student does not meet the promotion requirement? <R ] g0 1<)

Students retained in 3rd grade whl recelve more intensive reading intervention services including:
« Offer summer reading camps and Alabama Summer Achievement Program (ASAP) shall be made available
to all K-3 students in public elementary schools that are among the lowest performing 5% in reading:

« Offer before or after school intervention tutoring throughout the year to support learning;
+ Provide reading instruction that is grounded in the science of reading;

* Provide frequent monitoring te help ensure students are progressmg and on track to meet grade-level
reading standards; 2021 Alabams & :

* Provide families with a Read-at-Home Plan. \

If your child is reading below grade level or is
struggling with reading, his/her teacher will inform
you of the reading deficits that have been identified.

The teacher will provide your child with additional  [> [»
reading instruction and support, and you will be given

strategies to heip your child at home. o

F

If your child does not demonstrate sufficient
reading skills at the end of 3rd grade, you will &
receive notification that he/she may
not be promoted to 4th grade.



