
Messenger
The
WINTER 2016

4920 Brentwood Avenue  Jacksonville, FL 32206  (904) 765-1920  www.GuardianCatholicSchools.org

The mission of the Guardian Catholic Schools is to participate in God’s work by providing advocacy, resources
and governance to St. Pius V and Holy Rosary Catholic Schools. These resources enable the schools to provide educational

and spiritual opportunities to children and families regardless of financial situation or religious preference.
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Celebrating a Campaign Milestone: 
Groundbreaking Ceremony for Guardian Catholic School

On Wednesday, Nov. 9, 2016, a
groundbreaking ceremony for Guardian
Catholic School was held on the campus 
of Holy Rosary — the new school’s
location. Hundreds attended the event,
including members of the Board of
Directors, donors, community supporters,
and students and staff from both St. Pius
V and Holy Rosary Catholic Schools. 

Paul Kerins, Chairman of The Guardian
Catholic Schools Board served as emcee
for the event where Bishop Felipe Estévez
of the Diocese of St. Augustine presided
over a blessing of the school, its future

students and the construction teams who
are building the school and campus. Both
Bob Shircliff, honorary campaign chair,
and Ron Townsend, campaign chair, spoke
during the event, offering special thanks
to the donors and supporters who have
helped achieve this exciting milestone to
Build the Dream, Guard the Legacy.

To date, more than $9 million has been
raised toward the $10 million campaign
goal. Construction is already underway
with the demolition of the Parish Hall and
the Advancement Office outpost.

Double Your Impact to Build the Dream, Guard the Legacy!

An anonymous donor has committed to a challenge grant to match all donations 
to the capital campaign up to $500,000. This is a fantastic opportunity to double
your gift and double your impact. Please consider a pledge to our Build the Dream,
Guard the Legacy campaign — it will be doubly appreciated!

(L-R) Ron Townsend, Bob Shircliff, Alexander Hice,
Bishop Felipe Estévez and Greg Roth

Bishop Felipe Estévez offers a special blessing for
Guardian Catholic School during the ceremony



Architectural rendering of Guardian Catholic School campus. Coming August 2017.

Build the Dream, Guard the Legacy: $10 Million Capital Campaign 
to Construct Guardian Catholic School Off to a Quick Start

When the 2017-2018 school year begins 
in August, students at Guardian Catholic
School will walk onto a brand new campus
on Brentwood Avenue. 

Guardian Catholic School will be the newest
school in the Diocese of St. Augustine’s school
system and is the result of merging St. Pius V
and Holy Rosary Catholic Schools on
Jacksonville’s Northside.

The decision to merge the two schools came
about as the result of an assessment conducted
by the Board of Directors of The Guardian
Catholic Schools — the non-profit group
founded more than 20 years ago to support the
two schools. 

The school buildings of St. Pius V, founded in
1921, and Holy Rosary, founded in 1958, have
been in disrepair in recent years, requiring more
and more expensive maintenance. The Board
concluded that building one new school campus
would be the best long-term solution to ensure
financial stability and maintain access to a
quality Catholic education for students and
families who attend the two schools.

The Guardian typically raises $1 million annually
to support the schools as well as offer tuition

assistance for students. Earlier this year, 
The Guardian launched its first-ever capital
campaign with a $10 million goal to “Build the
Dream, Guard the Legacy.”

Support for the campaign has been
overwhelming. In just nine short months, donors
have helped to raise approximately $9.3 million
to build the school — a testament to the value
the community places on access to quality
education.

Guardian Catholic School will continue to serve
students from Pre-K3 through 8th grade. At close
to 60,000 SF, the new campus will be able to
serve a maximum of 500 students (combined,
the current capacity of Holy Rosary and St. Pius
is approximately 400 students). 

The new Guardian Catholic School will feature: 

  - modern classroom design and technology

  - the Guardian Angel courtyard

  - a main lobby

  - a Learning Center with library, computer 
  labs and shared flex-space for groups

  - fine arts center (music and art)

  - science labs

  - media center



Guardian Catholic School
Fast Facts & Features

Total Square Feet 
(including Gym) 59,545 SF

   Administration Building    3,358 SF

   Pre-K thru 1st Grade           6,469 SF

   (Existing) 

   + 5,848 SF 

   (New Addition) 

   

   Cafeteria & Classroom Building 

   (excluding Gym) 19,616 SF

   (1st Floor) 

  13,651 SF 

   (2nd Floor)

   

   Gymnasium 10,603 SF

New Features:
- Learning Center, including 
  Library, Computer Lab and 
  Group Projects Shared-Flex 
  Space

- Dedicated Music Room

- Dedicated Science Lab for 
  STEM Program

- Gymnasium

  Volleyball Flex Court

  2 Practice Basketball Courts

  1 Junior High Basketball Court

  Bleachers: telescopic gym 
  seating system

  Concession Stand

Aerial view, Guardian Catholic School campus.

  - cafetorium

  - outdoor playing field, early childhood playground and
  elementary school playground

The new campus will also have something that neither 
school has now — a gymnasium! The gym will have
basketball and volleyball courts, bleachers and concessions.

Ebert, Norman & Brady are the architects for the campus 
and Auld & White Constructors are the builders for the
project. The construction will be completed in phases, with
major work done over the coming summer.

If you have questions or would like to make a donation,
contact Mervin Denny, Executive Director of Advancement,
at (904)707-7298 or mdenny@guardiancatholicschools.org.

“When you look at the notion of breaking the cycle 
of poverty, there’s no better way to do it than through
education. You can direct the course of a person’s life
with education. A quality Catholic education nurtures
students’ faith-life and teaches them to be productive
citizens. That is a lifelong gift.” — Sr. Dianne Rumschlag,

Executive Director of Education, Guardian Catholic Schools



Our special thanks to those who have given generously
in 2015 and 2016. Thank you for designating your 
giving to The Guardian Catholic Schools!
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Mr. & Mrs. Lee Evans
EverBank
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Fairbarn
Mr. Tom Farrell
Mr. & Mrs. John Faustini
Mr. Glen Fay
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Mr. & Mrs. Preston Haskell
The Haskell Company
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Mr. Stephen Jarecki
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Mr. Greg Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Jones
Mr. Stephen Joost
Ms. Rita Joost
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kaminsky
Mr. Terrence Kane
Ms. Sophia Kazaleh
Ms. Susan Keller
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Keller
Fr. William Kelly
Mr. William Kennedy
Sr. Elise Kennedy



Mr. Peter Kenny
Mr. & Mrs. William Kerins
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Kerins
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Mr. & Mrs. William Kirill
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Mr. Eugene Kovarik
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Mr. & Mrs. Christian Kuhn
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Kulik
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kunzweiler
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Kurlas
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Kurosko
Ms. Euna Kuske
LA Law, P.A. (Alvin Rollins, Jr.)
Mr. Dennis Lanahan
Mrs. Jane Lanier
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Larmoyeux
Lazzara Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Lennon
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Leonard
Ms. Marie Leskanic
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Lestage
Ms. Betty Lewis
Lexus of Orange Park
Mr. Steven Lloyd
Mr. James Logue
Mr. Theodore Lombardo
Mr. & Mrs. David Luckin
Ms. Megan Luten
Mr. James Lynagh
Ms. Jeanne MacDonald
Ms. Cathy Macina
Mr. & Mrs. W. Kelley Macke
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Maguire
The Main Street America Group
Mr. Jimmy Malaver
Ms. Donna Maneiro
Margaret & George Helow 

Family Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Rodney Margol
Ms. Valerie Matta
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew May
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Mayette
Mrs. Mary Love McArthur
Ms. Joan McCord
Ms. Sandra McCoy
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis McDonagh
Mr. & Mrs. John McDougall
Fr. Luke McLaughlin
Mr. & Mrs. John McLaughlin
Mr. David McMahon
Mr. & Mrs. Larry McMillan
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph McTighe
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Mechenbier
Mr. James Meehan
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Menezes
Merrill Lynch
Ms. Jody Mettler
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Meyer
Michael Ward Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Mickler
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Mr. & Mrs. Albert Mills
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Mr. & Mrs. Paul Mitalas
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Mr. & Mrs. Norbert Molyet
Ms. & Mrs. Victor Monfort
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Mr. Frank Moorman
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Mr. Ricardo Morales
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Mr. Richard Mueller
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Nogas
Ms. Elise Nowikowski
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Mr. & Mrs. Raymond O’Brien
Mr. & Mrs. David O’Byrne
Mr. & Mrs. Mike O’Hare
Ms. Janet O’Neal
Mr. Michael Oakman
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Obringer
Mr. & Mrs. John Oetjen
Ms. Gwendolyn Ogden
Mr. Gary Oliver
Dr. Edward Ossi
Mr. & Mrs. Duane Ottenstroer
Ms. Ruth Owen
Mr. Leo Palazzini
Palazzini Brothers, Inc.
Mr. Valfrid Palmer
Paradies Jacksonville
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Parliment
Parliment Building Products, 

Inc.
Mr. Richard Parsons
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Parsons
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Mr. & Mrs. Paul Patterson
Mr. & Mrs. Willard Payne
Mr. & Mrs. James Pellot
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Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Primosch
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Inc.
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Mr. Garrison Sanborn
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Sawyer
Mr. & Mrs, Paul Scagliarini
Mr. Daniel Scheble
Mr. & Mrs. John Schickel
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Schmidt
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Scholtz
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schumacher
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Schuppert
Mr. & Mrs. Josh Scobee
Mr. & Mrs. John Scott
Mr. James Sebesta
Mr. & Mrs. James Selzer
Mr. John Shaffer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Shaffer
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Sheehy
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Sherlin
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Shircliff
Mr. Sidney Simmons
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Simone
Sisters of Notre Dame
Mrs. Susie Slappey
Ms. Vanessa Slatin
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Small
Mr. Gary Smith
Ms. Lauri-Ellen Smith
Mr. Bob Smith
Ms. Linda Smith
Ms. Audra Smith
Bishop John J. Snyder
Society of St. Vincent De Paul
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Soha
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Splane
St. Catherine’s Catholic Church
Mr. Dan St. John
St, Joseph’s Catholic Church
St. Paul’s Catholic Church
St. Paul’s Catholic School PTA
St. Pius Parent Student 

Committee
St. Pius V Catholic School
St. Vincent’s HealthCare
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stein
Mr. David Stein
Mr. & Mrs. Martin E. Stein
Ms. Ann Louise Stevens
Mr. Michael Stewart
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Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Sweder
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Ms. Priscilla Sweetland

T.L. Cannon Management
Corporation

Ms. Diana Techentien
Mr. & Mrs. David Terry
Mr. David Thaeler
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The Ashcroft Foundation
The Jack & Betty Demetree 

Family Foundation
The Newton CLT - 1997
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The Rice Family Foundation
The Ware Group, Inc. D/B/A   
Johnstone Supply
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Mr. & Mrs. J.P. Thornton
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Mr. & Mrs. William Tierney
Mr. Charlie Tomm
Tompkins Family Trust
Mr. R. Kenneth Tonning
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Toomey
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Townsend
Mrs. Joan Triglia
Mr. & Mrs. John Tucker
Mr. Tom Turnage
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Turner
Turner Pest Control, LLC
Mr. Rudolf Urban
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Utz
Mr. Sam Van Voorhis
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas VanBerkel
Mr. Paul Volen
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Vorwerk
Mr. Robert Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Wallmeyer
Mr. & Mrs. Louis V. Walsh
Mr. Michael Ward
Dr. Scott Warren
Mrs. Anita Waugh
Mr. Wayne Weaver
Web.com
Wells Fargo - Government & 
Community Relations

Mr. Mark Werner
Mr. Robert Westwater
Mr. Josepeh Whitaker
Ms. Quinetta White
Ms. Susan White
Mr. & Mrs. John Whitehouse
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Whitmire
Mr. Mike Williams
Mr. Joel Williamson
Mr. Russell Wingate
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Winters
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Winters
Ms. Robbin Winters
Mr. Philip Wise
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Wolf
Dr. Thomas Wolford
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Woodward
Mr. & Mrs. John Wortman
Mr. Jeffrey Wyatt
Mr. Alton Yates
Mr. Stephen Young
Mr. Steve Young
Mr. Max Zhan
Mr. Michael Zambetti
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Zimmer

Any omissions are accidental. Please let us know if an error has been made. Thank you again for your support!
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Become a Guardian Angel!

DONATE TODAY
@

GuardianCatholicSchools.org
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