
SPECIAL EDUCATION

1



TRAINING 
OBJECTIVE

Parents will understand:

 Interventions prior to Special 
Education referral

 Eligibility for special education

 Referrals for Special Education

 What is special education?

 The parents’ role in IEP Process

 What are the components of an IEP?
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INTERVENTIONS

Coordinated early intervening services (CEIS):

 Services to help children who need additional 
academic or behavioral support to be successful in 
school. 

 CEIS may be provided to children without a disability in 
grades K–12, with a particular emphasis on students 
in kindergarten through grade three
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REFERRED TO SPECIAL EDUCATION

A pupil shall be referred for special educational 
instruction and services only after the resources 
of the regular education program have been 
considered and, where appropriate, utilized.

(Ed. Code 56303; 5 C.C.R. 3021.) 
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WHAT IS SPECIAL 
EDUCATION?
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THE INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES 
EDUCATION ACT (IDEA)

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) is a law that makes available a free 
appropriate public education to 
eligible children with disabilities throughout 
the nation and ensures special education and 
related services to those children.
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THE 6 MAIN PRINCIPLES OF IDEA
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ELIGIBILITY

Only one category needs to 
be present in order be 
found eligible for the 
special education program

The eligibility category 
does not limit the 
student to any specific 
placement, service or 
therapy 

In order to qualify as a 
“student with a disability” 
under the IDEA, the student 
must:

▪Meet the definition of one 
or more of the categories 
of disabilities; and

▪Need special education 
and related services as a 
result of his disability or 
disabilities.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES : 
DISABILITY CATEGORIES (CALIFORNIA)

▪Autism 

▪ Intellectual Disability 

▪Deafness

▪Deaf/Blindness

▪Emotional Disturbance

▪Hard of Hearing

▪Speech/Language 
Impaired

13 Disabilities/Impairment:

▪ Multiple Disabilities 

▪ Other Health Impairment 

▪ Orthopedic Impairment

▪ Specific Learning 

Disability 

▪ Traumatic Brain Injury 

▪ Visually Impaired
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REFERRALS FOR A SPECIAL EDUCATION 
EVALUATION

Parents are encouraged to discuss concerns with 
their child’s education with and referrals are 
commonly made by:

▪ Teacher

▪Counselor 

▪ Parents

▪ Doctors

▪Community Agencies (Ex. Tri-Counties Regional 
Center)
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TYPES OF ASSESSMENTS:

▪Academic Achievement 

▪Health 

▪Intellectual Development 

▪Language/Speech Communication 
Development 

▪Perceptual Motor Development 

▪Social/Emotional 

▪Adaptive/Behavior 

▪Post-Secondary Transition 12



ASSESSMENT TIMELINE

From the date the written assessment request is 
received by the school:

❑ The school has 15-calendar days to forward a 
written response with Assessment Plan

❑Parent/Guardian has 10-calendar days to review, 
sign and return the Assessment Plan to the school

❑The school has 60-calendar days to complete the 
assessments and convene the Initial IEP
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NOTICE OF PARENTS RIGHTS 
AND SAFEGUARDS
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TYPES OF IEPS

▪ Initial—Determines eligibility for special education.

▪Annual—An IEP must be held at least once a year.

▪Triennial—Every 3 years, schools conduct new 
assessments to determine a student’s progress 
and discuss those assessments at an IEP meeting.  
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BEFORE THE IEP MEETING 
YOU SHOULD:

Educate 
yourself about 

Special 
Education

Understand 
your rights

Prepare for 
meeting, 

attend 
meeting and 

follow up 
after meeting

Bring a list of 
questions and 

concerns to 
the IEP 

meeting
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Examples:

▪What additional services or supports are needed 
so my child achieves their annual goals?

▪What additional services or supports are needed 
so my child and makes progress in general 
education curriculum?

* We provided a document with examples of 
clarifying questions for parents/Guardians might 
ask 
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INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION 
PLAN MEETING (IEP MEETING)

- Review the assessment findings 

- Determine eligibility for special education

- If eligible and in need of special education services, develop 
the Individualized Education Program (IEP). 

What is the purpose of the IEP meeting?
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WHO ATTENDS IEP MEETINGS?

Required Members

Parent/Guardian
General Education 

Teacher 
Special Education 

Teacher

Administrative 
Designee

Any person who 
has assessed the 

child or who 
provides services
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IEP COMPONENTS WE ARE 
HIGHLIGHTING:

1. Present Level’s of Performance 

2. Annual Goal’s and Objectives  

3. Individual Transition Plan 

4. Statement of Services 

5. Statement of Placement 
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PRESENT LEVELS OF 
PERFORMANCE

Present Levels of Performance :

▪Updates on Academics, Social Emotional, 
Communication, Adaptive Living Skills, Behavior, and 
Health at school. 

▪ Indicates how the child is currently doing in all areas

▪ Identifies what the child needs to improve on.
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ANNUAL GOALS

Goals & Objectives : Indicates what the IEP team will 
work on for the next year to help the child perform 
better in school.

*Goals & Objectives must be Understandable, 
Measurable, Specific and Comprehensive
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INDIVIDUAL 
TRANSITION 
SERVICES

At a glance…

• Transition planning 
helps students with 
IEPs prepare for life 
after high school.

• IEP transition planning 
must start by the time 
a student turns 16.

• Planning is about more 
than just college — it 
covers jobs and daily 
life skills too.
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SERVICES

 When your student 
qualifies for special 
education, services will 
be determined to support 
your child.

  These services can be 
provided in different 
ways 

 The continuum of 
services identifies 
different service delivery 
models to provide 
specially designed 
instruction to a student 
with a disability. 24



CONTINUUM OF SERVICES FOR 
CHILDREN WITH AN IEP
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CONTINUUM OF SERVICES

Children with disabilities should be placed in the Least Restrictive 
Environment (“LRE”). Cal. Educ. Code § 56040.1

Non-
Public 
(NPS)

Special 
Day Class 
(SDC) (full 

time)

Special 
Day Class 

(SDC)

Part time 

Co-
Teaching

in General 
Education 

setting

General 
Education
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IEP CONSENT
 The IEP is a contract.

 The Educational Rights Holder can agree with none, all, or 
certain portions of the document.

 If the Educational Rights Holder does not sign an IEP, the prior 
IEP remains in place.

 Make sure any disagreement is noted in writing on the IEP 
document.
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TAKEAWAYS

1.     Be actively involved in your child’s education

2.     Be active in the entire process  

3.     Know your rights and those of your child 

4.     Ask questions

5.     Learn about your child's exceptional needs 

6.     Ask for help if you need it 

7.     Be a confident advocate for your child 
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REFERENCE 
GUIDES

SPANISH

English

Handbook available on 
SBCSELPA website 
www.sbcselpa.org
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Questions?

Areas to focus on in future 
informational parent sessions:

Check any that apply:

❑ Parents rights and procedural safeguards

❑ Information on specific disabilities

❑ Evaluation Process

❑ Assessments

❑ The IEP Meeting

❑ Eligibility

❑ Programs and services

❑ Other:___________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________
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