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Forward

Georgia has a long history of serving intellectually and creatively gifted students,
beginning in the 1950s under the direction of Ms. Margaret Bynum. Ms. Bynum’s
leadership led the way for Georgia to become the first state to pass legislation requiring
all public-school systems in the state to offer programs for gifted students. In 1994 and
1995, legislative and rule-making initiatives led to the adoption of Georgia’s multi-criteria
rule for the identification of gifted students. The multiple criteria approach enables
districts to assess students in the four categories of mental ability, achievement,
creativity, and motivation. Using this approach allows local districts to look at students’
strengths and interests when they are determining the students’ educational needs.
These procedures offer local school districts the opportunity to identify a diverse group
of talented students for gifted education programs and services. Gifted education
programs can both extend and accelerate the pace and depth of the Georgia approved
standards. Our Gifted Education and Advanced Academics team seeks to serve and
support; communicate and collaborate; plus engage and connect with our stakeholders
to better meet the needs of our gifted and advanced students.

This Resource Manual for Gifted Education Services is a companion document to State
Board of Education Rule 160-4-2-.38 EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR GIFTED
STUDENTS adopted by the State Board of Education on May 10, 2012. The guidelines
included in this manual provide assistance to local boards of education, local school
districts, administrators, and teachers. Moreover, parents and other interested parties
can use the manual as a guide to gifted education in Georgia. This guidelines document
is frequently updated and should be viewed as a “living” document.

Please review the Georgia Department of Education website for additional gifted
education information. Persons searching this website for information regarding a
particular school or school district should keep in mind that many gifted education
decisions and procedures are local decisions, meaning the decisions are left to the
discretion of local school districts so they may address the unique needs of their
students. This is especially evident in districts that have been awarded Strategic Waiver
School Status or Charter Status by the State Board of Education. It is best practice to
always check with your local school and school district for additional information.

Mary Jean Banter, Ed.S. NBCT
Gifted Education and Advanced Academics Program Manager
Georgia Department of Education
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Section 1: Statutory Basis/Support for Gifted Education

There are three documents that provide the authority and the specific requirements for
gifted education in the state of Georgia. They are found in state law, State Board of
Education (SBOE) Rule, and SBOE-approved Regulations, which apply to traditional
school systems and state charter schools. Key elements related to identification and
service requirements for gifted students are in bold type below.

State Law: OCGA 20-2-152 SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES

Relevant excerpts include:

(a) All children and youth who are eligible for a general and career education program
under Code Section 20-2-151 and who have special educational needs shall also be
eligible for special education services ...Special education shall include children who
are classified as intellectually gifted ... The State Board of Education shall adopt
classification criteria for each area of special education to be served on a state-wide
basis. The state board shall adopt the criteria used to determine eligibility of students for
state funded special education programs ...

(a.1) The criteria adopted by the state board to determine the eligibility of students for
state funded special education programs for the intellectually gifted, Category VI
pursuant to paragraph (6) of subsection (d) of this Code section, shall authorize local
boards of education to use:
(1) The criteria used on July 1, 1993, as amended by state board or state
department regulation from time to time; and
(2) Multiple eligibility criteria which include:
(A) Evidence of student work product or performance;
(B) Data from teacher, parent, or peer observation; and
(C) Evidence of student performance on nationally normed standardized
tests of mental ability, achievement, and creativity.

A student’s eligibility may be determined under either paragraph (1) or (2) of this
subsection. The multiple eligibility criteria shall be implemented no later than May 30,
2012. A student who has been determined before May 29, 2012, to be eligible for state
funded special education programs for the intellectually gifted shall not be required to
satisfy any additional eligibility criteria or information documentation as a result of this
subsection.

(b) Local school systems shall, subject to any limitations specified in this Code section,
provide special education programs for all eligible students with special needs who are
residents of their local school systems, either by establishing and maintaining such

educational facilities and employing such professional workers as are needed by these
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students or by contracting with other local schools systems, regional education service
agencies, or other qualified public or private institutions for such services.
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Section Il: 160-4-2-.38 Education Program for Gifted Students
Code: IDDD 160-4-2-.38 EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR GIFTED STUDENTS

(1) DEFINITIONS

(a) Differentiated Curriculum — courses of study in which the content, teaching
strategies, and expectations of student mastery have been adjusted to be appropriate
for gifted students

(b) Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) — the agency charged with the fiscal
and administrative management of certain aspects of K-12 public education including
the implementation of federal and state mandates

(c) Gifted Student - a student who meets the eligibility criteria as identified in this rule
and as defined in the GaDOE Resource Manual for Gifted Education Services

(d) Local Board of Education (LBOE) — agency charged with adopting policies to
govern educational entities within the local educational agency

(e) Local Educational Agency (LEA) — local school system pursuant to LBOE control
and management

(f) Panel of Qualified Evaluators - experts in relevant fields appointed by the LEA who
evaluate student products/performances to determine gifted program eligibility

(9) Qualified Psychological Examiner - a psychologist licensed by a state licensing
board in the United States and having training and experience in school psychology or
child psychology

(h) State Board of Education (SBOE) — the constitutional authority which defines
education policy for public K-12 education agencies in Georgia

(2) REQUIREMENTS

(a) Notification. The LEA shall notify parents and guardians of identified gifted students
being considered to receive gifted education services in writing of information related to
the gifted education program including, but not limited to the following:

1. Referral procedures and eligibility requirements adopted and applied by the LEA.

2. Notification of initial consideration for gifted education services.

3. Evaluation guidelines and documentation of training procedures utilized and
maintained by the LEA.
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4. The type(s) of gifted services to be provided, academic standards to be met, the
teaching methods employed, and the manner in which students will be evaluated
annually.

5. Performance standards gifted students are to meet to maintain their eligibility and
receive continued services in the program.

6. A description of the probationary period applied to students in jeopardy of losing
their eligibility for services. The description shall include the length of the
probationary period and the criteria.

7. Termination of services when students on probation have failed to meet criteria
for continuation of services.

(b) Referrals. The consideration for gifted education services may be reported or
automatic as defined in the GaDOE Resource Manual for Gifted Education Services.

1. Reported Referral. A student may be referred for consideration for gifted
education services by teachers, counselors, administrators, parents or guardians,
peers, self, and other individuals with knowledge of the student’s abilities.

2. Automatic Referral. Students who score at specified levels on a norm-
referenced test as defined in the GaDOE Resource Manual for Gifted Education
Services, for further assessment to determine eligibility for gifted program
services.

i. The LBOE shall establish the criterion score needed on norm-referenced
tests for automatic consideration for further eligibility assessment.

ii. The LBOE shall ensure that tests or procedures used in the referral
process and to determine eligibility for gifted education services meet
standards of validity and reliability for the purpose of identifying gifted
students and shall be non-discriminatory with respect to race, religion,
national origin, sex.

(c) Consent. The LEA shall obtain written consent for testing from parents or guardians
of students who are being considered for referral for gifted education services. The LEA
shall obtain written consent from parents or guardians before providing gifted education
services to students determined to be eligible for services.

(d) Eligibility. The LBOE shall adopt eligibility criteria that are consistent with this rule
and as defined in the GaDOE Resource Manual for Gifted Education Services.

1. To be eligible for gifted education services, a student must either (a) score at the
99t percentile (for grades K-2) or the 96" percentile (for grades 3-12) on the
composite or full scale score of a norm-referenced test of mental ability and meet
one of the achievement criteria described in paragraph (2)(d) 5.(ii). Achievement
(for Option A), or (b) qualify through a multiple-criteria assessment process by
meeting the criteria in any three of the following four areas: mental ability,
achievement, creativity, and motivation (Option B).
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2. To be eligible for gifted education services (for Option B), a student must meet
the qualifying score on at least one nationally norm-referenced test and must
have qualified in two other categories by either assessment or observational data
collected on his/her performance or production of a superior product(s) as
described below. Information shall be collected in each of the four areas: mental
ability, achievement, creativity, and motivation.

3. Test scores used to establish eligibility shall have been administered within the
past two calendar years.

4. Any data used in one area to establish a student’s eligibility shall not be used in
any other data category.

5. Data shall be used for eligibility in the four areas according to the following:

i.  Mental Ability. For Option A, students in grades K-2 shall score at the 99*
percentile on a composite or full-scale score, and students in grades 3-12
shall score at or above the 96" percentile on a composite or full-scale
score on a norm-referenced test of mental ability. For Option B, students
in grades K-12 shall score at or above the 96" percentile on a composite
or full-scale score or appropriate score, as defined in the approved list of
assessments, on a norm-referenced test of mental ability.

I.  Mental ability tests shall be the most current editions, or editions
approved by GaDOE, of published tests that measure intelligence
or cognitive ability, which have been reviewed for bias and are
normed on a nationally representative sample with respect to
race, religion, national origin, sex, disabilities, and economic
background within a 10-year period prior to administration.

II. Mental ability tests that were designed to be administered
individually shall be administered by a qualified psychological
examiner.

i. Achievement. Students shall score at or above the 90th percentile on the
total battery, total math or total reading section(s) of a nhorm-referenced
achievement test or have produced a superior student-generated product
or performance, where the superior performance is one that can be
translated into a numerical score at or above 90 on a 100-point scale as
evaluated by a panel of qualified evaluators.

I.  Norm-referenced achievement tests shall be the most current
editions of tests, or editions approved by GaDOE, that measure
reading skills, including comprehension, and shall yield a total
reading score and/or a total mathematics score based upon a
combination of scores in mathematics concepts and applications.
These tests shall have been reviewed for bias and are normed on
a nationally representative sample with respect to race, religion,
national origin, sex, disabilities, and economic background within
a 10-year period prior to administration.
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ll. Performances and products shall be assessed by a panel of
qualified evaluators and must have been produced within the two
calendar years prior to evaluation.

ii.  Creativity. Students shall score at or above the 90" percentile on the total
battery score of a norm-referenced test of creative thinking, receive a
score at or above the 90" percentile on a standardized creativity
characteristics rating scale, or receive from a panel of qualified evaluators
a score at or above 90 on a 100-point scale on a structured
observation/evaluation of creative products and or performances.

I. Norm-referenced tests of creative thinking shall be the most
current editions of tests, or editions approved by GaDOE, that
provide scores of fluency, originality, and elaboration. These tests
shall have been reviewed for bias and are normed on a nationally
representative sample with respect to race, religion, national
origin, sex, disabilities, and economic background within a 10-
year period prior to administration.

II. Rating scales used to qualify creativity shall differentiate levels
such that judgments may equate to the 90" percentile. If a rating
scale is used to evaluate creativity, a rating scale shall not be
used to evaluate motivation.

lll. As evidence of creativity, students, or individuals on behalf of
students, may submit products or evidence of outstanding
performances completed during the two calendar years prior to
evaluation. The products or performances submitted shall be
reviewed by a panel of qualified evaluators.

iv.  Motivation. Students shall receive a score at or above the 90" percentile
on a standardized motivational characteristics rating scale, receive from a
panel of qualified evaluators a score at or above 90 on a 100 point scale
on a structured observation or evaluation of student-generated products
and/or performances, or for grades 6-12 have a grade point average
(GPA) of at least 89 on a 4.0 scale wherea4.0=A and 3.0=B, ora
numeric grade point average (NGA) of 90 percent on a 100 point scale
where 100 = A and 89 = B. Grades used to determine the GPA or NGA
must be a two-year average of regular school program core subject
grades in mathematics, English/language arts, social studies, science, and
full year world languages.

I. Rating scales used to qualify student motivation shall differentiate
levels such that judgments may equate to the 90" percentile. If a
rating scale is used to evaluate motivation, a rating scale shall not
be used to evaluate creativity.

Il. As evidence of motivation, students, or individuals on behalf of
students, may submit products or evidence of outstanding
performances made during the two calendar years prior to
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evaluation. The products, performances, or structured
observations submitted shall be reviewed by a panel of qualified
evaluators.

[ll. GPAs of students are determined by calculating the grades
earned during the two years prior to evaluation in the subjects of
mathematics, science, English/language arts, social studies, and
full year world language, if such language study is included in the
student’s records.

6. Assessment data that were gathered and analyzed by a source outside the
student’s school or LEA shall be considered as part of the referral and evaluation
process. External evaluation data shall not be substituted for or used as the sole
source of data the school generates during the initial eligibility process. External
evaluations shall have been reviewed for bias with respect to race, religion,
national origin, sex, disabilities, and economic background.

(e) Continued Participation. The LBOE shall have a continuation policy for students
identified as eligible for gifted services to continue to receive such services. The LEA
shall review the progress of each student receiving gifted education services each year.
Any student who receives gifted education services shall continue to receive services,
provided the student demonstrates satisfactory performance in gifted education classes,
as described in the LBOE continuation policy and stated in the continuation policy.

1. The LBOE continuation policy shall include a probationary period in which a
student who fails to maintain satisfactory performance in gifted education classes
shall continue to receive gifted education services while attempting to achieve
satisfactory performance status. The length of this probationary period shall be
determined by the LBOE.

2. The LBOE continuation policy shall provide for a final review prior to
discontinuing gifted education services for students who fail to demonstrate
satisfactory performance in gifted education classes during the probationary
period and criteria for resuming gifted education services for such students.

(f) Reciprocity. Any student who meets the initial eligibility criteria in this rule for gifted
education services in one LEA shall be considered eligible to receive gifted education
services in any LEA within the state. For further details, please see page 45 of the
GaDOE Resource Manual for Gifted Education Services.

(g) Curriculum and Services to Be Provided.

1. The LBOE shall develop curricula for gifted students that incorporate SBOE
approved curriculum. LBOE curricula for gifted students shall focus on
developing cognitive learning, research and reference, and metacognitive skills
at each grade grouping, using principles of differentiation, in one or more of the
following content areas: mathematics, science, English/language arts, social
studies, world languages, fine arts, and career, technical and agricultural
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education. LEAs shall make available to the public and the GaDOE a description
of the differentiated curricula used for instruction of gifted students. The LEA
shall review and revise, if revisions are needed, its curricula for gifted students at
least annually.

2. Students identified as gifted and whose patrticipation has received parental
consent shall receive at least five segments per week (or the yearly equivalent)
of gifted education services, using one of the approved models described in the
GaDOE Resource Manual for Gifted Education Services.

(h) Data Collection

1. The LBOE shall collect and maintain statistical data on the number of students
referred for evaluation of eligibility for gifted education services, the number of
students determined eligible for services, and the number of students actually
served during the school year. These data shall be archived and maintained by
subgroups, which shall include at least the grade level, gender, and ethnic group
of the students.

2. The LEA shall evaluate its gifted program at least every three years using criteria
established by GaDOE.

(i) Public Review. The LBOE shall make available for review by the public and by
GaDOE a copy of its administrative procedures for the operation of its gifted education
program and the LEA’s gifted education curricula.

Authority O.C.G.A. § 20-2-151; 20-2-152; 20-2-161.
Adopted: May 10, 2012 Effective: May 30, 2012
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Section lll: Gifted Education Eligibility Chart

In options A and B, information must be gathered in each of the four
categories.

At least one of the criteria must be met by a score on a GaDOE-approved,
nationally norm-referenced test.

Any data used to establish eligibility in one category cannot be used to
establish eligibility in another category.

If a rating scale is used to evaluate creativity, a rating scale cannot be used to
evaluate motivation. If a rating scale is used to evaluate motivation, a rating
scale cannot be used to evaluate creativity.

Any piece of information used to establish eligibility must be current within two
calendar years.

Local school systems must establish policies regarding the use of data
gathered and analyzed by private entities.

Category Option A Option B

Student must have a | Student must qualify in three of the four
qualifying score in categories.

the mental ability
AND achievement
categories.

Mental Ability | § Grades K-2: 99" 1 Grades K-12: = 96" percentile composite OR

percentile appropriate component score on a nationally
composite score age-normed mental ability test
on a nationally age
normed mental
ability test

1 Grades 3-12: 296"
percentile
composite score
on a nationally
age-normed
mental ability test

Achievement | § Grades K-12: > 1 Grades K-12: = 90" percentile Total Reading,

90™ percentile Total Math, or Complete Battery on a
Total Reading, nationally normed achievement test
Total Math, or 1 Grades K-12: Superior product/performance
Complete Battery with a score = 90 on a scale of 1-100, as
on a nationally evaluated by a panel of three or more qualified
normed evaluators
achievement test

Creativity 1 Evaluation data 1 Grades K-12: = 90" percentile on composite
required score on a nationally normed creativity test
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1 Grades K-12: Rating scales used to qualify
student creativity must equate to the 90™
percentile

1 Grades K-12: Superior product/performance
with a score = 90 on a scale of 1-100, as
evaluated by a panel of three or more qualified

evaluators
Motivation 1 Evaluation data 1 Grades 6-12: Two-year average of a 3.5
required GPA/NGA on a 4.0 scale in the regular core

subject of mathematics, ELA, social studies,
science, and full year world languages (This
should be the top 10% of the core courses
listed. See pages 43-45 for additional
information.)

1 Grades K-12: Rating scales used to qualify
student motivation must equate to the 90™
percentile

T Grades K-12: Superior
product/performance/structured observation
with a score = 90 on a scale of 1-100, as
evaluated by a panel of three or more qualified
evaluators
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Section IV: Referral and Eligibility Process

Referral and Eligibility Process Chart
Reported Referral Automatic Referral
A student is referred for consideration by Students who score at specified levels on
STEP 1 teachers, counselors, administrators, nationally norm-referenced tests. The
parents/guardians, peers, seff, or others local board of education establishes the
with knowledge of student’s academic score(s) needed for automatic referral.
abilities.
P
(| Seanchligibilityteam
— gathers more information.
Student Search/Eligibility Team \ J
A decision-making team that uniformly considers r——
STEP 2 information collected on student referrals. The team
-
m&n A ACHIO R 2 oA MIE KT q Additional evaluation is not
. needed. Student continues in
L regular education programs. 3
Formal Evaluation
STEP 3 Student is referred for Gifted Education Evaluation
in Mental Ability, Achievement, Creativity, and
Motivation.
Eligibility Team
Reviews assessment results and makes recommendation.
STEP 4 *
Eligible Not Eligible
Gifted Services Option(s) Recommended. Regular Education Option(s) Recommended.
N Fy
Gabor
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Gifted Education Eligibility Process

Automatic Referral Due to
Universal Screener (U.S.) or
Reported Referral

\4

Assess in MA o AssessinACHif oy AssessinCR W Assess in MO =l

no U.S. score.
Focus on student's
strengths when Focus on student’s
determining which strengths when
tests to administer (V, determining which
Q, NV). If taking tests to administer if
the entire test could taking the entire test
impact eligibility, could impact ;
administer entire eligibility, administer
battery. entire battery.
Niniiisier avethor Administer another Administer another Administer another
MA if available, Q€ ACHmeasureif <@ CRmeasureif <@ MO measure if
: available. available. available.
‘ Student does not qualify for gifted services at this time.
After fully testing the student, d

*Option A: Psychometric Option **Option B: Multiple Criteria Option

Initial Conclusions

If the student qualifies via
Option A* or Option B**,

testing is complete.

After testing with at least
one measure in all areas
and the student has less
than 2 qualifying scores,
the student does not
qualify for gifted services
at this time.

If student qualifies in 2 of
the 4 areas, additional

testing should occur in
area(s) without qualifying
scores.

-
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Section V: Gifted Education Service Delivery Models

Students identified as gifted whose participation has received parental consent must
receive at least five segments per week (or the yearly equivalent) of gifted education
services using one of the following GaDOE-approved models. Local Education
Agencies (LEAs) will make a description of the differentiated curricula and delivery
models used for the instruction of gifted students available to the public and GaDOE
upon request. In forming classes, schools need to adhere to federal laws prohibiting
discrimination on the basis of race, religion, national origin, sex, disabilities, and
economic background.

A differentiated curriculum is defined as courses of study in which the content, teaching
strategies, and expectations of student mastery have been adjusted to be appropriate
for gifted students. In the delivery models described below, the instruction must be
based on the Georgia curriculum standards. These regulations also describe the
requirements that must be met in order to count the instructional segments provided by
any of these models at the gifted weight in full time equivalency (FTE) reporting. In the
event that regular school operation is interrupted, all models can be utilized virtually.
The Georgia Professional Standards Commission (GaPSC) requires that gifted
education teachers have a gifted education endorsement attached to their Georgia
Teaching Certificate or be actively enrolled/participating in a gifted endorsement
program. Best practice would be for the teacher to apply for an N3T or I3T certificate
while the teacher is working on the gifted endorsement program. Unless noted
otherwise, the total class size is specified by the SBOE Rule 160-5-1-.08.

Direct Services
Resource Class (K-12)

1. All students must have been identified as gifted by SBOE criteria.

2. The curriculum must have an academic content foundation based on the Georgia
curriculum standards, but it should focus on interdisciplinary enrichment activities
and not any one content area.

3. The content and pacing should be differentiated to the degree that the activities
are clearly not appropriate for more typical students at that grade level.

4. Gifted students may receive no more than ten gifted FTE segments per week of
resource class service.

5. To earn FTE gifted funding, the teacher must

1 have completed content-area GaPSC-approved certification and
1 have a GaPSC-approved gifted endorsement or be actively
enrolled/participating in a gifted endorsement program.
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Advanced Content (K-12)

1.

Students are homogeneously grouped based on achievement and interests in
any content area: ELA, math, science, social studies, world languages, fine arts,
computer science, and .0 Career, Technical, and Agricultural Education-CTAE
courses.
The district may elect to include students who are not identified as gifted, but who
demonstrate exceptional ability and motivation in a particular content area.
The local district must establish criteria and guidelines that identify gifted and
regular education students who will be successful in advanced content classes.
The local board of education must maintain a description of the course
curriculum which very clearly shows how the advanced course content, teaching
strategies, pacing, process skills, and assessments differ from courses more
typical for students at that grade level.
Identified gifted students in the advanced content course may be counted at the
gifted FTE weight. Students who are not identified as gifted must be counted at
the regular education FTE weight.
Gifted students may receive no more than two gifted FTE segments per day of
advanced content services in the same content area.
Gifted Honors (6-12), Cambridge Middle School, IB Middle Years Programme
(IBMYP), and Pre-AP courses to earn FTE gifted funding must have:
1 The teacher must have the appropriate content-area GaPSC-approved
certificate in the specific honors course
1 The teacher has a current GaPSC-issued gifted endorsement or is
actively enrolled/participating in a gifted endorsement program.
1 The Cambridge, IB, or Pre-AP teacher must complete the appropriate
professional development courses required by Cambridge, College
Board, or IB.
Gifted FTE segment(s) may not be earned in the advanced content service
model if a gifted student is already receiving a cluster or collaborative gifted FTE
segment in the same content area. For example, a student could not earn a
gifted FTE segment in advanced content mathematics and earn a gifted FTE
segment in the cluster or collaboration model in mathematics.
To earn FTE gifted funding, the teacher must
1 Have completed content-area GaPSC-approved certification and
1 Have a GaPSC-approved gifted endorsement or be actively
enrolled/participating in a gifted endorsement program.

Advanced Content Classes: Grades 9-12-Advanced Placement (AP) course,
International Baccalaureate (IB) courses, and Cambridge courses

Students are homogeneously grouped based on achievement and interests in any
content area: ELA, math, science, social studies, world languages, fine arts, computer
science, and .0 Career, Technical, and Agricultural Education-CTAE courses.
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The district may elect to include students who are not identified as gifted but who have
demonstrated exceptional ability and motivation in a particular content area.

1. The local board of education must maintain a description of the course
curriculum, which is based on the College Board, the International Baccalaureate
(IB) framework, or the Cambridge framework. These frameworks very clearly
show how the AP, IB, and Cambridge advanced course content, teaching
strategies, pacing skills, and assessments differ from the courses more typical for
students at that grade level.

W

The total class size specified by the SBOE is 21 at the high school level.
In order to count the gifted students in grades 9-12 in AP, IB, and/or Cambridge

courses at the gifted FTE weight, the teacher must have the following

qualifications:

i. Advanced Placement (AP) Courses:
a. Content teacher with appropriate content-area GaPSC-approved
certification AND one of the following:

T

T

The teacher has a current GaPSC-issued gifted
endorsement/certification or is actively enrolled/participating
in a gifted endorsement program OR

The teacher has completed the appropriate Advanced
Placement Summer Institute (APSI) training endorsed by the
College Board for that specific AP course and has
completed a 10- hour gifted professional development
course in nature and needs of gifted learners and curriculum
differentiation for gifted learners.

ii. International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Courses or Cambridge high
school courses:
a. Content teacher with appropriate content-area GaPSC-approved
certification AND one of the following:

T

Georgia Department of Education

The teacher has a current GaPSC-issued gifted
endorsement certification or is actively enrolled/participating
in a gifted endorsement program OR

The teacher has completed the appropriate training
endorsed by IB for that specific IB course or by Cambridge
for that specific Cambridge course and has completed a 10-
hour gifted professional development course in nature and
needs of gifted learners and curriculum differentiation for
gifted learners.
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Cluster Grouping (K-12)

Identified gifted students are placed as a group (recommended 6-8 students) into an
otherwise heterogeneous classroom rather than being dispersed among all the
rooms/courses at that grade level.

1. To earn FTE gifted funding, the teacher must
1 Have completed content-area GAPSC-approved certification and
1 Have a GaPSC-approved gifted endorsement or be actively
enrolled/participating in a gifted endorsement program.

2. A maximum of two gifted FTE segments per day may be counted at the gifted
weight. The teacher must document the curriculum differentiation for the
gifted student(s) by completing individual or group contracts, which include
the following requirements:

1 A description of the course curriculum which is based on
Georgia standards that very clearly shows how the advanced
course content, teaching strategies, pacing, process skills, and
assessments differ from courses more typical for student(s) at
that grade level.

1 Dates and amount of time (in segments) the student(s) will be
engaged in the higher-level activities and how the students will
be evaluated (formative and summative).

3. The superintendent must sign assurances that this model has been used
appropriately, and that the proper documentation has been collected and
evaluated for its effectiveness.

Innovative Models

GaDOE encourages the development of innovative programs for gifted students which
are clearly in accordance with the needs of the gifted learners and the philosophy of the
district. To earn gifted FTE funding for this model, the gifted education teacher for the
innovative model must have an appropriate GaPSC-approved certification and a
GaPSC-approved gifted endorsement or be actively participating/enrolled in a gifted
endorsement program.

School districts implementing a gifted program delivery model other than one of the
models described previously need to keep on file a plan that clearly describes the
rationale for the special model, the goals and objectives for the program, the advanced
nature of the curriculum which will be provided to gifted learners, how the model’s
effectiveness will be evaluated, how gifted FTE funding will be generated and
documented, and the anticipated fiscal impact of the model (i.e., how many FTEs will be
generated).
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1. To ensure appropriate development of the innovative programs for gifted
students, school districts may contact the Gifted Education and Advanced
Academics unit for guidance.

2. For the FY26 school year and following years, the Innovative model plans must
be submitted by April 15th of the previous school year, in essence in the spring
(April 15™) before the new school year starts.

3. The Gifted Education and Advanced Academics team may approve the
submissions for one or two years of implementation. The request for the two-year
implementation must be included in the initial submission.

4. On September 1%t of each school year, the superintendent must sign assurances
that this model is being used appropriately, and that the proper documentation is
being collected and evaluated for its effectiveness.

Indirect Services

Collaborative Teaching (K-12)

Starting the 2024-2025 school year, a maximum of 10 identified gifted students are
placed as a group in an otherwise heterogeneous classroom. Direct instruction is
provided by the students’ regular classroom teacher, who collaborates with a
designated gifted education teacher. Substantial, regularly scheduled collaborative
planning must exist between the regular classroom teacher and the gifted education
teacher. The following requirements must be met to earn the gifted FTE weight:

1. The regular education teacher may only be in this collaborative gifted service
delivery model for a maximum of two years.

1 During the two-year cycle, the regular education teacher should
complete their gifted endorsements or for the high school
regular education teachers, they should have APSI (Advanced
Placement Summer Institute), IB, and/or Cambridge coursework
plus 10-hour gifted professional development course
requirements.

1 If the endorsement or other requirements are not completed,
then there will be no gifted service delivery model attached to
his/her classes.

2. The collaborating gifted education teacher must have a clear renewable
GaPSC-approved gifted education endorsement or be actively
enrolled/participating in a gifted endorsement program.

1 Ingrades 6-12, if the gifted endorsed teacher is working with
regular education teachers, the gifted endorsed teacher should
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have certification in the same content area or similar content
areas as the regular education teacher when possible.

1 Elementary gifted endorsed teachers should be certified in
elementary education or appropriate certification.

3. The gifted endorsed teacher must observe in the regular education teacher’s
class where the gifted students are served through the collaborative model at
least five times per semester for at least 20 minutes per observation. These
observations will be documented and submitted to the gifted coordinator or
designee.

4. The gifted education teacher, the regular classroom teacher, and the gifted
student(s) (when appropriate) collaborate and document the development of
differentiated instructional strategies, Georgia standards-based curriculum,
and evaluation practices.

5. In certified personnel information, the regular education teacher is the teacher
of record, and the gifted education program teacher is recorded in the
consultative subject code. Content areas might include English language arts,
mathematics, science, social studies, world languages, and .0 CTAE (Career,
Technical, and Agricultural Education), fine arts, and computer science
courses.

6. The superintendent must sign assurances that this model has been used
appropriately, and that the proper documentation has been collected and
evaluated for its effectiveness.

7. The collaborating regular classroom teacher and gifted education teacher
must be provided adequate planning time, which must be documented and
approved by the LEA (Local Education Agency). The gifted education teacher
must be given one full period each week or its monthly equivalent during
which he/she has only gifted education collaborative planning responsibilities
(as determined by the local system).

8. The total number of gifted students whose instruction may be modified
through this collaborative approach may not exceed ten gifted students per
class.

9. Instructional segments that have been modified for gifted learners may be
counted at the gifted FTE weight if the gifted education teacher and regular
education teacher document the curriculum modifications made by the gifted
teachers in the following ways:

1 District developed documentation that shows the reason(s) why
any student whose instruction is counted at the gifted FTE
weight needs an advanced curriculum in that specific content
area (e.g., national norm-referenced tests and/or benchmark
tests),

1 A time and discussion log of the collaborative planning sessions
between the teachers, and
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1 Documentation in lesson plans and individual/small group
learning contracts noting the differentiated learning experiences
for the gifted student(s) and alternative instructional strategies
utilized.

10. The gifted education collaborating teacher could have a maximum of nine

gifted collaborative classes with a maximum of nine regular education
teachers. Further, the maximum FTE segments per class should not exceed
ten students. A minimum of a full period for planning per class is required per
week or the equivalent.

Preparations for local level delivery models should be made for the
planned discontinuation of the Collaborative Model in FY27 (June 30,

2026).

Internship/Mentorship (9-12)

Gifted students collaborate with a mentor to explore a profession or career of interest.
The district may include students who are not identified as gifted, but who demonstrate
exceptional ability and motivation in a particular content area. The local district must
establish criteria and guidelines that identify gifted and regular education students who
will be successful in internship/mentorship classes.

1.

The gifted education program internship teacher (gifted endorsed) assigned
to supervise the internship/mentorship program maintains close contact with
both the participating student(s) and the selected mentor(s) to ensure
acceptable progress toward the student’s individual learning goals which are
based on the approved Georgia standards-based curriculum. One or two
instructional segments per day may be counted at the gifted FTE weight for
gifted students participating in the internship/mentorship program.

To earn gifted FTE funding for this model, the gifted education program
internship teacher must have a GaPSC-approved gifted endorsement or be
actively enrolled/participating in a gifted endorsement program and be
assigned to supervise the internship/mentorship program.

Each internship/mentorship student must have a contract which documents
the work to be completed, the learning goals for the student, the dates and
amount of time the student will be participating in the internship/mentorship,
how the student’s learning will be assessed, and the responsibilities of the
gifted program internship teacher and the mentor.

This internship/mentorship is not intended or designed for the student to
receive monetary compensation but as an internship/mentorship designed for
exploration into a profession of interest.
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5. To ensure adequate time for the gifted education program internship teacher
to monitor and assist students participating in internships/ mentorships, the
teacher must be given one full period each day or its weekly equivalent during
which the teacher has only gifted education internship/mentorship
responsibilities (as determined by the local system) for every fifteen students
for whom the teacher is supervising the internship/mentorship experience.

Directed Study (9-12)

Gifted students work under the direction of a gifted education endorsed teacher to
explore a challenge/subject of interest. Students participate in self-initiated, teacher-
directed, and approved courses of study in an area of interest as described in a written
contract which is based on curriculum standards, research, and planned presentations.
Independent study encourages student autonomy in planning, research, and problem-
solving.

The district may include students who are not identified as gifted, but who demonstrate
exceptional ability and motivation in a particular content area. The local district must
establish criteria and guidelines that identify gifted and regular education students who
will be successful in Directed Study classes.

The gifted education teacher assigned to supervise the Directed Study program
maintains close contact with the participating student(s) to ensure acceptable progress
toward the student’s individual learning goals which are based on the approved Georgia
standards-based curriculum.

1.

2.

One or two instructional segments per day may be counted at the gifted FTE
weight for gifted students participating in the directed study program.

To earn gifted FTE funding for this model, the gifted education program Directed
Study teacher must have a GaPSC-approved gifted endorsement or be actively
enrolled/participating in a gifted endorsement program and be assigned to
supervise the directed study.

Each student in the directed study must have a contract which documents the
work to be completed, the learning goals for the student, the dates and amount of
time the student will be working on the directed study, how the student’s learning
will be assessed, and the responsibilities of the gifted education program directed
study teacher and any other supporting teachers/staff working with the directed
study.

To ensure adequate time for the gifted education program Directed Study
teacher to monitor and assist students participating in the directed study, the
teacher must be given one full period each day or its weekly equivalent during
which the teacher has only gifted education directed responsibilities (as
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determined by the local system) for every 15 students for whom the teacher is
supervising in the directed study.

Community Service Learning (9-12)

Gifted students work under the direction of an endorsed gifted education teacher to
complete a project(s) with community service learning. The district may include students
who are not identified as gifted, but who demonstrate exceptional ability and motivation
in a particular content area. The local district must establish criteria and guidelines that
identify gifted and regular education students who will be successful in Community
Service Learning classes.

The gifted education teacher assigned to supervise the Community Service Learning
program maintains close contact with the participating student(s) to ensure acceptable
progress toward the student’s individual learning goals which are based on the
approved Georgia standards-based curriculum.

1. One or two instructional segments per day may be counted at the gifted FTE
weight for gifted students participating in the gifted Community Service Learning
program.

2. To earn gifted FTE funding for this model, the gifted education program
Community Service Learning teacher must have a GaPSC-approved gifted
endorsement or be actively participating/enrolled in a gifted endorsement
program and be assigned to supervise the community service learning.

3. Each student in the Community Service Learning program must have a contract
which documents the work to be completed, the learning goals for the student,
the dates and amount of time the student will be working on the community
service learning project, how the student’s learning will be assessed, and the
responsibilities of the gifted education program Community Service Learning
teacher and any other supporting teachers/staff working with the community
service learning project.

4. To ensure adequate time for the gifted education program Community Service
Learning teacher to monitor and assist students participating in community
service learning, the teacher must be given one full period each day or its weekly
equivalent during which the teacher has only gifted education Community
Service Learning responsibilities (as determined by the local system) for every 15
students for whom the teacher is supervising in the community service learning.
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Section VI: Gifted Education Curriculum

Curricula for gifted education learners must incorporate the SBOE-approved standards.
Local BOE curricula for gifted students focuses on developing cognitive learning,
research and reference, and metacognitive skills at each grade grouping, using
principles of differentiation.

Differentiated instruction is a teaching theory based on the premise that instructional
approaches should vary and be adapted in relation to individual and diverse students in
classrooms (Tomlinson, 2011). The model of differentiated instruction requires teachers
to be flexible in their approach to teaching and adjust the curriculum and presentation of
information to learners rather than expecting students to modify themselves for the
curriculum (Hall, 2011).

A differentiated curriculum for gifted learners includes the following expectations:
Content: Complex and challenging subject matter that:

1 Requires intellectual struggle

1 Utilizes primary documents

1 Integrates research skills and methods

1 Incorporates relevant and real-life experiences
1 Integrates interdisciplinary connections

Process: Instructional strategies are designed to:

1 Emphasize higher-order thinking, problem-solving and communication skills
1 Foster self-initiated and self-directed learning

1 Promote creative application of ideas

1 Model and encourage academic discussion

Product: Gifted student products should demonstrate a developmentally appropriate
capacity for:

1 Self-directed learning

1 Meaningful collaboration

1 Effective problem-solving of challenging and complex issues
1 Effective communication

Environmental: Physical setting and work conditions to:

1 Change the actual place where students work

1 Allow flexible time

1 Provide opportunities for independent study and in-depth research
1 Provide opportunities for mentorship
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Assessment: Gifted learners need various methods and opportunities to document
mastery of curriculum, such as:

1 Pre/post-tests

1 Self-assessment through rubrics

1 Creation of goal-based checklists

1 Conferencing, commentary, and qualitative feedback (Cobb, 2012)

Georgia Department of Education 26 April 2025



Section VII: Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) and Other Data
Collection

FTE reporting refers to the state funding mechanism based on student enroliment and
the educational services that local school systems provide for the students. The base
amount of money received for each FTE student is determined by the Georgia General
Assembly. Refer to O.C.G.A. § 20-2-161 for information concerning the Quality Based
Education (QBE) formula. Gifted Education is one of nineteen categories of instruction
funded through the state's Full-Time Equivalent Funding Formulas. A Full-Time
Equivalent Student (FTE) is defined as six (6) segments of instruction. To view state
FTE funding rates and levels, go here and select a specific report.

Students who are served in an approved gifted education model are reported with the
Gifted Education weight (PROGRAM CODE = "I") for each segment served on the FTE
count day.

Gifted certification requirements to earn FTE funding at the gifted weight:

1 Official gifted endorsement from the GaPSC

1 Actively participating in a gifted endorsement program

1 Completed appropriate content-area GaPSC-approved certification with the
appropriate coursework. For example, Advanced Placement Summer Institute
(APSI) training endorsed by the College Board for that specific AP course, or
appropriate training endorsed by IB for that specific IB course, or appropriate
training endorsed by Cambridge for that specific Cambridge course and has
completed a 10-hour gifted professional course in nature and needs of gifted
learners and curriculum differentiation for gifted learners (page 16-17 in the
2025-2026 Georgia Department of Education Resource Manual for Gifted
Education Services).

The school system may claim students for gifted weight who receive gifted services on
the day of the count only. Gifted students who are not provided with gifted program
instruction on the day of the count must be reported according to the weight that
indicates the actual services they receive on the FTE count day. For state-funded FTE
earnings, the count dates are the first Tuesday in October and the first Thursday in
March. The FTE count days provide a “picture” or “point in time snapshot” of the
scheduled instructional services provided to students on that specific date.

Students who are referred during a school year but who are not eligible for gifted
services need to be coded for the Student Records Collection that is transmitted in
June. The students should have a gifted referral code (example: automatic, etc.) and
the gifted eligibility code: “4. referred this school year, but not eligible.”
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https://financeweb.doe.k12.ga.us/QBEPublicWeb/ReportsMenu.aspx

For federal cross functional monitoring, LEAs should have all documentation for the
APSI, 1B, and/or Cambridge high school training, plus the 10-hour gifted course in
nature and needs of gifted learners and curriculum differentiation for gifted learners.

Per the Georgia Archives, the gifted and talented program selection and placement
requirements for documentation are the core documentation about the admission
criteria and program requirements. Retention is permanent (LG-06-009
https://www.georgiaarchives.org/records/local_government/schedules/51/P20).

Please ensure that all CPI, student class, student records, and FTE data are
accurate and supported by gifted documentation.

CLASS SIZE
Source: Code: IEC 160-5-1-.08 — CLASS SIZE
0.C.G.A. & 20-2-244 (H)

Gifted Education class sizes are established by the State Board of Education. The
current funding ratio for gifted education is twelve. The maximum individual gifted
education class sizes are listed below:

GIFTED EDUCATION PROGRAM MAXIMUM CLASS SIZE
Elementary (K-5) 17
Middle School (6-8) 21
High School (9-12) 21

Note: Class size may be adjusted based on waivers included as part of approved
Charter System or Strategic Waiver System contracts. However, the use of these class
size waivers cannot be used to generate additional funding.
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Section VIII: Georgia Multi-Tiered System of Support
(GaMTSS) and Gifted Learner Guidance

Georgia Multi-Tiered System of Supports (GaMTSS) is a data-driven, multi-level
prevention system designed to meet the needs of the whole child by implementing a
continuum of tiered supports for academics, behavior, and wellbeing. It emphasizes
effective teaming and data-based decision-making to foster a positive school climate
that contributes to increased student success and overall district and school
improvement.

GaMTSS is the integration of existing systems of tiered support within the state,
including Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) and Positive Behavioral Interventions
and Supports (PBIS). This integrated approach recognizes that academics, behavior,
and wellbeing are not separate, but rather interconnected and mutually influencing.

GaMTSS is designed in context and delivered to meet the needs of all students,

including gifted and high-|EEEE

Georgia Department of Education 29 April 2025


































































