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BY DANIEL KENNEDY

RANDOLPH COUNTY — 
A longtime Trinity teacher, 
councilman and school board 
member will be remembered 
at Trinity High School after the 
Randolph County Board of Edu-
cation voted to name a building 
after him this week.

The  boar d  appr oved  a 
request to name the new green-
house building at Trinity High 
School after Paul Guthrie, 
whose time at the school was 
spent primarily as an agricul-
tural teacher. Board chairman 
Gary Cook recalled his tenure 
as an educator and government 
official for his devotion to the 
youth of the community.

“He taught here forever 
and really made a positive 
impact on a lot of kids,” Cook 
said. “He was one of those ag 
teachers, doing it way back in 
the day before it was so much 
more popular like it is now.”

Guthrie died Nov. 5, 2014, 
following a lengthy illness. A 
resident of Trinity from the 
time of his arrival in 1970, he 
served on the Randolph Coun-
ty School Board and Trinity 
City Council, as well as the 
Archdale-Trinity Chamber of 
Commerce. He was a mem-
ber of Faith Baptist Church, 
where he was a deacon.

Among the many tributes 
paid to his memory, the Paul 
Guthrie Scholarship Fund 
at Trinity High School was 
set up in his honor. Coun-
ty staf f and board members 
mentioned that there would 
be a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny scheduled for a later date, 
when his name will be added 
to the building.

Also during the Januar y 
meeting, the board briefly 
addressed a resolution that 
was aimed to generate inter-
est in doing away with isola-
tion for non-positive students 
exposed to COVID-19. At its 
December meeting, the board 
approved a resolution with the 
stated intent to apply pressure 
on the state to end require-
ments for school principals 
to exclude exposed students 
from the classroom.

Schoo l  boar d  members 
expressed their desire to see 
only those students who test 
positive for COVID-19 exclud-
ed from the classroom. They 
called the resolution a “dead-
line” of sorts for the state to 
act in changing protocols for 
sending students home who 
have not tested positive.

The resolution implied fur-
ther action could be considered 
if the state had not curtailed 
any measures for exclusion, but 
no such action was taken at the 
January meeting.

“Last  t ime some of  you 
were here, we were talking 
about a resolution from this 
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TRINITY — Wheatmore 
and Trinity are both set to 
resume play on the hard-
wood tomorrow after a 
10-day absence.

The Bul ldogs (11-3) 
will return to conference 
play at Eastern Randolph 
tomorrow aiming to bounce 
back after a pair of tough 
losses put a blemish on an 
other wise stellar run in 
non-conference play early 
in the year. Sandwiched 
between a game with Prov-
idence Grove that went to 
overtime and a contest with 
Thomasville that ended in 
a seven-point setback, Trin-
ity claimed its second win 
of the season over the rival 
Warriors.

Before the schools com-
plete the trilogy of games 
on Jan. 25, Trinity has a 
trio of winnable games 
on its plate with the Wild-
c a t s ,  R a n d l e m a n  a n d 
Southwestern Randolph. 
With a chance to vastly 
improve a 2-2 conference 
record, it appears to be 
a crucial stretch for the 
Bulldogs.

Equally as significant is 
the slate ahead of the War-
riors. A 7-5 Wheatmore 
squad has endured a num-
ber of narrow losses of 
late, with the latest coming 
in a 62-60 defeat to Central 
Davidson.

Having dropped three 
of four dating back to the 
Davidson Randolph Christ-
mas Classic, the Warriors 
will have an oppor tuni-
ty to score a victory over 
a team that sits atop their 
conference standings. At 
press time, Wheatmore was 
scheduled to host Provi-
dence Grove on Friday 
to face the Patriots. PG is 
coming off of a 77-71 over-
time victory over the Bull-
dogs to preserve its perfect 
4-0 league mark.

In close losses to Trini-
ty and Central Davidson, 
the Warriors needed just a 
play or two to swing either 
contest. Their lone win 
during that time came in a 
60-46 victory over Eastern 

Randolph at the Christmas 
tournament.

Wheatmore will carry a 
2-1 conference record into 
Friday’s outing, but must 
play its best basketball of 
the season in its next five. 
After Providence Grove, the 
Warriors get second-place 

Uwharrie Charter, which 
has a win over Trinity ear-
lier this year, followed by 
matchups with Southwest-
ern Randolph, Randleman 
and then the Bulldogs.

The stage is set for both 
teams to enter that Jan. 25 
showdown with a chance 

to greatly improve their 
chances of making the play-
offs and earning a favorable 
seed in the tournament.

Staff writer Daniel Kennedy 

can be reached at 336-888-

3578, or at dkennedy@

atnonline.net.

Wheatmore, Trinity return
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Wheatmore’s Jagur Williams drives the baseline during the teams’ first matchup at Trinity.
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RANDOLPH COUNTY — An 
unmodified opinion on its annual 
audit was one indicator in a series 
of several positive signs that Ran-
dolph County has excelled financially 
through the global pandemic in 2021.

At the regular January meeting of 
Randolph County Commissioners, a 
presentation by April Adams of Cher-
ry Bekaert held that a successful year 
for the county’s economy provided 
a boost for the local government. As 
some regions struggled in response 
to COVID-19, the pandemic had the 
opposite effect on Randolph.

Bekaert joked that residents spent 
the past year staying home and 
spending their money. In the face 
of substantial projects totaling more 
than $100 million, it came as welcome 
news for a board that has drawn pres-
sure in recent years from residents as 
they try to advance economic goals to 
grow its tax base.

With the expansion of two schools, 

financing the county’s hospital and 
the expansion of the Randolph Coun-
ty Detention Center, large capital proj-
ects necessitated an influx of reve-
nue. The fact that its budget reveals a 
healthy financial status is evidence of 
good stewardship, Chairman Darrell 
Frye contends.

“It shows that the economy has 
been doing very well, even through 
the recession, if you go back that 
far,” Frye said. “Especially through 
COVID, actually financially, we did 
very well under the COVID pandem-
ic, especially on the sales tax side.”

The county has $103 million in total 
assets. In the current fiscal year, Ran-
dolph added $1.6 million in vehicles 
and equipment and a total of $10.7 
million in construction costs, largely 
associated with the arrival of Trinity 
Middle School.

The new facility was built on 
approximately 64 acres donated by 
William and Linda Aldridge off of Sur-
rett Drive near Trinity High School. 

In addition to the school building, 
baseball and soccer/football fields 
are the final stages of development 
on site.

In the current fiscal year, the coun-
ty took out $33.7 million in new debt 
and paid down $8.5 million in princi-
pal.

“We underspent our budget and we 
over-collected our revenues,” Frye 
said. “That goes back to these man-
agers who are running their various 
departments, work with our schools. 
On the capital side, we built a new 
middle school, major renovations and 
additions at Asheboro High School, 
the detention center, all of those 
things. They were planned when we 
could afford to do it. It does reflect 
that our staff, our department heads, 
are paying attention to what they’re 
doing.”

Staff writer Daniel Kennedy can be 

reached at 336-888-3578, or at dkennedy@

atnonline.net.

Audit: Randolph fared well during pandemic
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board,” Cook said. “We 
did send it out. It went 
about ever ywhere we 
could send it, I think. 
I don’t think we got 
any results back that I 
know of.

“We got it into some 
pretty important hands, 
but we never heard any-
thing back.”

S e v e r a l  m e m b e r s 
have questioned why 
children in classrooms 

across Nor th Caroli-
na continue to be sub-
jected to contact trac-
ing and isolation from 
classroom act iv i t ies 
when the private sector 
operates without such 
control measures. Ball 
games, movie theaters, 
retail outlets and other 
places of business con-
tinue to function free 
of l imitations, while 
schools are bound to 
follow the rules hand-
ed down by the state.

“They can go any-
where, but in a class-
room,” Sharon Petty 

Farlow said. “And now 
that we’ve made masks 
optional, there are not 
a lot of people wearing 
masks in schools, not a 
lot at all.”

C i t i n g  d e c r e a s e d 
academic per formanc-
es  and  unfavorab le 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o u t -
comes of those who 
are quarantined, the 
resolution pointed to 
collateral damage from 
quarantine. It stated 
that students who have 
been  “sporad ica l l y, 
suddenly and repeat-
edly  excluded from 

school due to COVID-
19  measur es”  have 
exhibited behavioral 
issues and suf fered 
emotional and psycho-
logical ef fects due to 
isolation from peers.

Additionally, the res-
olution said contact 
tracing and exclusion-
ar y control measures 
have become undu-
l y  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r 
school staf f, causing 
significant detriment 
to the school environ-
ment and are highly 
disruptive to families, 
students, schools and 

employers .  F ina l l y, 
the  measur es  have 
also diminished pools 
of available substitute 
teachers.

Given that COVID-19 
is likely to persist well 
into the future without 
a known or def ined 

e n d ,  s c h o o l  b o a r d 
members argued, elim-
ination of the protocols 
would be welcome.

Staff writer Daniel 

Kennedy can be reached 

at 336-888-3578, or at 

dkennedy@atnonline.net.
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

The following incidents were 

reported by Archdale Police 

department:

On Dec. 30 intoxicated and disruptive

was reported at a location in the 300

block of Brookwood Circle, Archdale.

Fraud was reported at a location in

the 200 block of Julian Avenue, Archdale

on Dec. 30.

On Jan. 1 possession of marijuana was

reported at a location in the 11000 block

of Archdale Road, Archdale.

Possession of methamphetamine was 

reported at a location in the 10000 block

of South Main Street, Archdale on Jan. 1.

On Jan. 1 possession of marijuana was

reported at a location in the 3300 block

of Aldridge Road, Archdale.

Injury to personal property was

reported at a location in the 4000 block

of Longview Drive, Archdale on Jan. 1.

On Jan. 1 assault on a female was 

reported at a location in the 100 block of

Eastwind Drive, Archdale.

Reckless driving was reported at a 

location in the 100 block of Eastwind 

Drive, Archdale on Jan. 1.

On Jan. 1 carrying a concealed 

weapon was reported at a location in

the 2600 block of Brookwood Circle, 

Archdale.

Homicide was reported at a location

in the 100 block of Norman Avenue, 

Archdale on Jan. 2.

On Jan. 2 larceny was reported at a 

location in the 1600 block of Brookwood

Circle, Archdale.

Larceny from a motor vehicle was

reported at a location in the 1200 block

of Liberty Road, Archdale on Jan. 3.

The following arrests were reported

by Archdale Police department:

Jose Gilberto, 27, was charged with 

being intoxicated and disruptive at a

location in the 300 block of Brookwood

Circle, Archdale on Dec. 30.

Kiley Kaye Walker, 19, was charged

with possession of a controlled

substance at a location in the 11000

block of Archdale Road, Archdale on

Jan. 1.

Stacie Diane Cox, 33, was 

charged with felony possession of

methamphetamine at a location in 

the 10000 block of South Main Street, 

Archdale on Jan. 1.

Ismael Juarez Rodriguez, 21, was

charged with failure to appear at a 

location in the 3300 block of Aldridge 

Road, Archdale on Jan. 1.

Moeez Khan Tahirkheli, 22, was

charged with possession of marijuana at

a location in the 3300 block of Aldridge 

Road, Archdale on Jan. 1.

Jeffrey Lee Dykes, 51, was charged

with assault on a female at a location

in the 100 block of Eastwind Drive, 

Archdale on Jan. 1.

Tyler Lee Sykes, 20, was charged with 

disorderly conduct at a location in the 

100 block of Eastwind Drive, Archdale 

on Jan. 1.

Trevor Dion Morgan, 19, was charged

with reckless driving at a location in the 

100 block of Eastwind Drive, Archdale 

on Jan. 1.

Jaevawn Dimitris Neal, 27, was 

charged with felony larceny by

employee at a location in the 2600 block 

of Brookwood Circle, Archdale on Jan. 1.

Ricky Allen Ward, 40, was charged

with simple assault at a location in the 

100 block of Norman Avenue, Archdale

on Jan. 2.

POLICE REPORTS

Guil-Rand Fire Department 

responded to 149 calls 

from Jan. 2-8. Since July 1, 

firefighters have answered 

2441 alarms.

SUNDAY, JAN. 2

1:41 a.m. Tobacco Road, 

service call

2:19 a.m. I-85 North Bound 

at 107, service call

9:12 a.m. Old Marlboro

Road at Clover Drive, service

call

9:58 a.m. I-85 North Bound 

at Mile Marker 103, cancelled

enroute

11:07 a.m. Hoover Hill Road, 

auto accident w/personal

injury

6:22 p.m. 3605 Eastward 

Ave., cancelled enroute

6:46 p.m. 1548 Kersey

Valley Road, cancelled 

enroute

9:52 p.m. 3838 Morris Road, 

cancelled enroute

MONDAY, JAN. 3

4:13 a.m. 212 Roelee St., 

alarm malfunction

4:37 a.m. 3613 

Meadowdale Lane, severe

weather

4:47 a.m. Kennedy Court 

at Hoover Hill Road, severe

weather

4:51 a.m. 6040 Tobacco 

Road, power line down

5:05 a.m. Marlboro Church 

Road at Edgar Road, severe

weather

5:08 a.m. 1714 NC Hwy. 62

West, power line down

5:19 a.m. 6411 

Staffordshire Drive, power 

line down

5:25 a.m. 4708 Old 

Marlboro Road, power line

down

5:34 a.m. 203 Braniff Place, 

alarm malfunction

5:39 a.m. 3313 Roy Farlow

Road, power line down

5:56 a.m. Braxton Craven

Road at Trinity Road, power

line down

6:27 a.m. Hillsville Road at

Hillsdale Park Road, power

line down

6:38 a.m. Fairview Church

Road at Trinity Road, severe

weather

6:38 a.m. Ronniedale 

Road at Alpine Drive, severe 

weather

6:39 a.m. 4146 Pearl Ave.,

severe weather

6:43 a.m. Hillsville Road 

at Flint Hill Road, severe

weather

6:49 a.m. 5604 Tobacco 

Road, power line down

6:53 a.m. Kersey Valley 

Road at Dresden Road, 

severe weather

6:56 a.m. 4319 Millis Road, 

cancelled enroute

6:59 a.m. 7037 Hwy. 62,

smoke detector malfunction

7:10 a.m. 6548 Weant

Road, severe weather

7:14 a.m. 4529 Redding 

Court, power line down

7:25 a.m. 3322 Roy Farlow

Road, severe weather

7:37 a.m. 10250 South 

Main St., service call

7:37 a.m. 11206 North 

Main St., hazardous

condition

7:40 a.m. Armstrong

Court at Lunar Drive, severe 

weather

7:40 a.m. Roy Farlow Road 

at Old Marlboro Road, severe

weather

7:40 a.m. 3508 Glendale 

Drive, severe weather

7:41 a.m. Trey Lane at 

Weant Road, severe weather

7:55 a.m. 306 Liberty Road, 

severe weather

8:09 a.m. Lane Drive at 

Ridgecreek Drive, severe 

weather

8:14 a.m. Eden Terrace 

at Corrina Circle, severe

weather

8:25 a.m. 3674 Caraway

Trail, building fire

8:29 a.m. 7034 Hwy. 62,

hay fire

8:33 a.m. Archdale Road at

Elaine St., power line down

9:41 a.m. 4864 

Meadowbrook Drive, service

call

9:41 a.m. 6906 Flint Hill 

Road, severe weather

10:05 a.m. 118 Trindale 

Road, service call

10:13 a.m. I-85 North at

Mile Marker 117, vehicle fire

11:32 a.m. 207 Kersey 

Drive, good intent

1:23 p.m. 5788 Fairview 

Church Road, service call

4:34 p.m. 3571 Roy Farlow

Road, cancelled enroute

5:35 p.m. 202 Meredith

Drive, service call

6:05 p.m. 4742 Parkway 

Drive, building fire

6:28 p.m. 5037 Prospect 

St., false alarm

6:33 p.m. Trinity Road at

Braxton Craven Road, service

call

7:32 p.m. I-74 at Mile 

Marker 79, cancelled enroute

7:54 p.m. 6097 Sunset

View Drive, service call

TUESDAY, JAN. 4

12:08 a.m. 3824 Clover 

Drive, service call

12:14 p.m. 3230

Richardson Road, auto 

accident w/personal injury

2:34 p.m. 11206 North 

Main St., service call

3:18 p.m. Eden Terrace at

Lawrence Drive, good intent

5:06 p.m. 7266 Kingston

Road, cancelled enroute

7:23 p.m. 5367

Meadowbrook Drive, auto

accident w/personal injury

7:41 p.m. 3541 Allwood

Drive, cancelled enroute

11:18 p.m. 6096 Tobacco

Road, power line down

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 5

11:50 a.m. 4350 Brad Road, 

cancelled enroute

2:07 p.m. 115 Northeast 

Drive, unauthorized burning

6:17 p.m. I-74 at Mile 

Marker 83, auto accident w/

personal injury

9:33 p.m. 10123 North 

Main St., false alarm

THURSDAY, JAN. 6

8:16 a.m. 1742 Jackson 

Lake Road, service call

11:39 a.m. 1742 Jackson 

Lake Road, service call

10:15 p.m. 2718 Uwharrie 

Road, heavy equipment fire

FRIDAY, JAN. 7

11:40 a.m. 4939 Lake Darr 

Road, building fire

4:25 p.m. 5442 Crestwood

Drive, building fire

4:53 p.m. 6465 Davis 

Country Road, unauthorized

burning

SATURDAY, JAN. 8

8:27 a.m. 4165 Edgar Road, 

power line down

11:48 a.m. 5104 Old Edgar

Road, service call

4:37 p.m. 4904 Archdale

Road, good intent

11:56 p.m. 1708 Deborah

Ave., cancelled enroute

Compiled by Ginger Oakley

Visit us at www.guil-randfire.

com.

FIRE REPORTS

SHERIFF’S REPORTS

CHURCH NEWS

The following incidents were 

reported by randolph county 

sheriff’s Office:

On Dec. 29 larceny was reported at 

a location in the 900 block of Harris 

Road, Trinity.

Burglary was reported at a location

in the 11000 block of Archdale Road, 

Trinity on Dec. 29.

On Dec. 31 two instances of larceny

were reported at a location in the

3800 block of Hoover Hill Road, Trinity.

The following arrests were 

reported by randolph county 

sheriff’s Office:

Wells Paul Blackburn Jr. was 

charged with second-degree 

trespassing at a location in the 5300

block of Koonce Court, Trinity on Dec. 

31.

Howard Mark Grimmett was

charged with felony reconnecting 

utilities resulting in significant

property damage at a location in the 

4800 block of Sparta Drive, Sophia on 

Dec. 31.

Michael Richard English was 

charged with felony possession of a

stolen motor vehicle at a location in

the 5100 block of Jordan Valley Road, 

Trinity on Jan. 1.

David Elbert Mezo was charged

with resisting a public officer at a

location in the 3200 block of Marcal

Circle, Sophia on Jan. 1.

Connie Nicole Miller was charged 

with felony larceny of a motor vehicle

at a location in the 1600 block of 

Greenfield Road Extension, Archdale

on Jan. 1.

Ashley Nicole Wishon was charged

with assault on a government official/

employee at a location in the 2700 

block of Eagle Nest Court, Trinity on 

Jan. 3.

Terry Wayne Briggs Jr. was charged

with assault on a government official/

employee at a location in the 2700 

block of Eagle Nest Court, Trinity on 

Jan. 3.

Kyla Nicole Lee was charged with 

possession of a controlled substance 

at a location in the 3200 block of 

Thayer Road, Trinity on Jan. 4.

Franklin Lee Allen was charged with 

violation of electronic house arrest at 

a location in the 5400 block of Evans

Drive, Trinity on Jan. 6.

GOSPEL SINGING

Community Baptist Church, 9006 Hillsville Road, 

Trinity, is hosting Friday night singing at 7 p.m. on

Jan. 14 with Marshall and McDowell of Mount Airy; 

on Jan. 21 with Billy Myers of Lexington; and on Jan. 

28 with His Choice of Thomasville. For information

call 336-861-8420 or Pastor Ty Thompson at 336-454-

2146.

BREAKFAST BUFFET

Hopewell United Methodist Church Breakfast 

Buffet at 4540 Hopewell Church Road, Trinity. All you

can eat. Jan. 15, 7-10 a.m. $10 adults and $5 children.

Masks required.

1345 N Main St - High Point

887-9394

www.simonjewelers.com

Signature Jewelry for Lifetime Celebrations
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