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Anton S. Chermak 
Head Coach 
1927-1937 

 
In the forty-seven seasons from 1903-1949 there were at least sixteen Wadena High School 
football head coaches.  The most tenured and the most successful was clearly Anton S. 
Chermak. Chermak came to Wadena fresh out of college and after eleven years as the head 
football and head basketball coach he may have been the most successful combination 
football and basketball coach in WHS history.  From 1927-37, in football, his teams won 78% 
of the games we know about.  During that same time, in basketball, his teams won two 
District 24 titles, one Region 6 championship, and in the 1936 state tournament WHS lost to 
Bemidji in the title game.  Very impressive!  This “WHS Football Scrapbook” is dedicated to 
coach Anton S. Chermak. 
 
Jebb Willis 
Class of 1974 
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The Beginning 
 

The Wadena Indians football program started in 1903.   The Wadena High School athletic teams’ 
nickname of “Indians” came from the town’s namesake, Ojibwe Chief Wadena, who lived in the later 
part of the 19th century. 

 
The Great Chief Wadena 

1885 
 
In the 1980’s when the Wadena and Deer Creek school districts merged, the new WDC athletic 
teams’ nickname was changed to the “Wolverines.” 
 

Wadena High School Colors 
Until the late 1940’s the Wadena Indians were often referred to as the “Orangemen.”  Dating back to 
1925 the Wadena school colors were orange and white.  However, because of a shortage of a dye 
needed to make orange, they chose to switch their colors effective the 1948-49 school year.  The 
student body voted and blue and gold were selected as the new school colors. 
 
 

Out with the Old 1948-49 

1947-48 In with the New 

 

The pages that follow are about the history of Wadena football, by decade, from 1903 to 1949.  An 
attempt has been made to identify the coaches, the team affiliations, and the teams themselves.  
Rosters, records, team, and individual achievements are provided where possible. Accuracy has 
been a goal but cannot be guaranteed.  Feedback to provide missing information, or to point out 
inaccurate information, is encouraged.  Old memorabilia including team and individual player photos 
would also be appreciated.  
 

My primary sources of information have been from the Wadena County Historical Society as well as 
scrapbooks of former coaches and players.   

 

The WCHS is a tremendous resource.  Please support the WCHS (218-631-9079). 
 

You may contact me at:   jebbwillis1955@gmail.com 
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Table of Contents 
NOTE: The years listed below reflect the year of the respective football seasons and not the 
years of the graduating class.  Senior football players graduating in the spring of 1946 played their 
final year of high school football in the fall of 1945. 
 

The Beginning 
1903 – 1909 Pages 8-16 (9 pgs) 
-WHS Built 1886  
-“New” WHS Built 1909 (demolished in 1992) 

-1904 Team Picture 
-Rosters & “Football Rules” ex. TD worth 5 pts! 
-News Articles 

Decade Highlights 
Featuring achievements of the teams, players and coaches 

The 1910’s - Pages 17-30 (14 pgs) 

-65% wins, 5 head coaches. 
-“Early football rules” ex. no huddles allowed! 
-1910 undefeated, unscored upon, rosters, results & more. 
 

The 1920’s - Pages 31-48 (18 pgs) 

-66% wins, 4 head coaches. 
-“Early football rules” ex. effective 1925 huddles allowed! 
-1925 undefeated, rosters, results & more. 
 

The 1930’s - Pages 49-67 (19 pgs)  

-73% wins, 2 head coaches, 12 game streak w/o loss  
-Items of Interest: football rules, firsts, and streaks 
-1932 & 1936 undefeated, rosters, results and more 
-Stories: “Squeak” Johnson (’35) / T. Edison Smith (’36 
 

The 1940’s - Pages 68-103 (36 pgs)  

-49% wins, 5 head coaches 
-WWII, courage, tires, streaks and WHS football 45th anniversary. 
-1943 & 1944 undefeated, rosters, results & “Why Football?” 
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WADENA HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL 
 

THE BEGINNING 

1903 

 
 
 
 
In the Wadena Pioneer Journal (WPJ) archives the first evidence of WHS football I found 
was in 1904.  It was not until I was into the 1948 football season that I discovered WHS 
football began in 1903.  The photo above was in the October 21, 1948 WPJ.  Above that 
team picture was this headline.  Below the team picture (note: there are 11 players on the 
team and they played 11-man football) is an explanation and an update of each player’s 
status as of 1948.  See that information on the next page. 
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From the WPJ October 21, 1948 

 
The following players on the 1903 team were also on this 1904 team.  They are: 
 
-Billy Watson 
-Alex Thomsen 
-Art Williams 
-Clyde Naylor 
-Billy “Willie” King 
 
-Supt Carroll (far right) 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       1904 WHS FOOTBALL TEAM 
 

On the next page we have all 11 names for these 1904 players, unfortunately we 
don’t have the names matched with the faces, 
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WADENA HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL 
 

THE FIRST KNOWN GAMES 

1904 
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WPJ OCTOBER 7, 1904 

WADENA VS VERNDALE 
 

The first two lessons to learn about 
football in the early 1900’s is that: 
 
1-a touchdown was worth 5 points, and  
 
2-the extra point kick was a drop kick.  
 
No holder was needed.  The kicker took 
the long snap, dropped the ball to the 
ground and as it bounced off the ground, 
they kicked it toward the uprights.  Just 
like a punt, except the ball had to bounce 
before it could be kicked.  The footballs in 
those days were more like a cross 
between a modern era football and a 
basketball. 
 
The starting lineups for this game are 
listed to the right.  The only other 
information about the 1904 season was 
that the next game would be against 
Perham.  

WADENA 48 
VERNDALE 5 

1904 
WADENA VS VERNDALE 

STARTING LINE UPS 
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1904 
 

Emerson T. Carroll 
was the football coach 
as well as the 
superintendent.  This 
was a common practice 
at the time, with the 

superintendent performing “other duties 
as assigned.” 

 

Mr. Carroll resided in a large two-story 
home at 217 4th St on Highway 29, 
across from where I attended Wadena 
elementary school in the early 1960’s.  At 
that time the Charles Sartell family 
resided there.  Sadly, that structure was 
destroyed in the tornado of 2010.  

 

1905-07 
 

There was no evidence of WHS 
football in the Wadena Pioneer 
Journal (WPJ) from 1905-07.  In the 
early part of that time span there was 
a WPJ article citing Mayor Ebner’s 
disapproval of the game of football 
being played by local high school 
boys.   I am not sure if that had 
anything to do with no WPJ articles or 
maybe even no WHS teams during 
those years. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

AN UNKNOWN TEAM FROM THAT ERA. 
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FALL 1907 
LOBBYING FOR A NEW SCHOOL. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1907, State School Inspector, Mr. Alton spent an entire day evaluating WHS faculty, 
administrators, and the facilities.  He commended the school’s efforts while fully supporting the need 
for a new building. 
In his commentary to the WPJ, Mr. Alton spoke quite favorably of school board member Col. G.A. 
Whitney and his valuable input regarding this matter. 
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Supt. and Head Coach 
Emerson T. Carroll 

1908 
 

 
 
From the October 15, 1908, Wadena Pioneer Journal. 
Wadena’s lone victory vs Park Rapids. 
 

Game summaries 
included next page. 
 

1908 Record 
 

1-3-1 
 
Oct 15 
Wadena 15 
Park Rapids 5 
 
Oct 22 
Wadena 5 
Perham 5 
 
Nov 5 
Wadena 5 
Long Prairie 10 
 
Nov 12 
Wadena 10 
Perham 12 
 
Nov 26 
Wadena 0 
Little Falls 53 

Wadena 15* 
Park Rapids 5 

*Touchdowns were worth 5 points 
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WHS 1908 ROSTER: 

 
 

 

 

Perham, Wadena play to 5-5 tie 

Supt. Carroll is the head coach, and his assistant coaches are Albert Lehman and Dr. 
Coulter.  Lehman was referee and Coulter was one of the timekeepers.  It was 
common for the assistant coaches from both teams to officiate the games. 

This game started late due to the train being behind schedule, therefore the game was 
reduced to two fifteen-minute halves. 

It was stated that Wadena outplayed the Germans from Perham, despite the score. 

Long Prairie wins 10-5 

Wadena lost 10-5 in a tough battle.  Long Prairie’s team consisted of much bigger 
players with some nearing 200 lbs.  Speculation of these larger players being “ringers” 
came with no evidence, therefore no charges were made. 

Perham wins rematch 13-0 

After a tie at Perham in the second game of the season, this 
headline says it all as Wadena goes down in defeat at home. 

Little Falls wins 53-0 

“Wadena had not the football skill necessary to cope with the visitors.” 
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THE NEW SCHOOL  

“MISSION ACCOMPLISHED” 
 

1909 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the 1909 season the only game article uncovered was from the October 21st 
Wadena Pioneer Journal.  In a home game against Park Rapids, in front of the largest 
crowd ever, the game ended in a 6-6 tie.  It was mentioned that Merwin was the 
Wadena quarterback and Zosel an end. 
 
Undoubtedly the most exciting event of the year was to move into the new high 
school.  Sixty years later, in the 1970-71 school year, I completed 9th grade, my third 
year attending Wadena Junior High in that very same structure.  And a wonderful 
structure it was.  As a teen I did not fully appreciate the great history of those 
hallowed halls.  I do now. 
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    1910-1919 
WHS 

SEASON RECORDS* 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Fall of: Won Lost Tied Coach Comment 

1910 6 0 0 Chestnut Unscored upon  

1911 3 2 0 Kidder Also coached basketball 

1912 - - - Kidder Possible lack of funds. 

1913 - - - Monson No games found 

1914 3 2 0   

1915 3 1 0   

1916 0 1 1 Smith Team disbands 

1917 - - -  WWI and the Spanish Flu 
may explain why few games 
were found. 1918 0 1 0 Dr. CH Pierce 

1919 1 2 1 Otte  

 16 8 2 1910-19 Winning Pct – 65%  

*Based on known outcomes. 
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EARLY  

RULES AND CUSTOMS 
PRE-1920’S 

 
1-Eleven-man football was played, with some years having only 11-13 players on the 
team. 
 
2-There was no huddle in between plays.  After one play was completed the offense 
and defense would hurry to the line and the quarterback would call the next play 
verbally or by hand signals.  The ball was put in play from the same location where the 
previous play had ended.  With few or any subs this fast pace required highly 
conditioned athletes to make for a successful team. 
 
3-Touchdowns were worth 5 points and the PAT (point after touchdown) was drop 
kicked for one point.  Three-point field goals were also drop kicked. 
 
4-Head coaches were often the school’s superintendent. 
 
5-Assistant coaches might be school employees or community members. 
 
6-Assistant coaches from each team would serve as the officials and timekeeper for 
each game. 
 
7-Controversies were common, for example: 
 

a) In 1910 Brainerd walked off their home field because WHS was easily beating them.  That 
resulted in a forfeit and a final score of 1-0.  According to the WPJ, Brainerd superintendent 
Cobb was unhappy with his coach. 

 
b) In 1915, playing at Akeley, Wadena won 12-7.  Wadena was later surprised to discover Akeley 

HS had submitted an appeal to have the results of the game overturned and a victory declared 
for AHS.  Read the article for details. 

 
8-Fans were allowed onto the field and were often disruptive. 
 
9-Teams traveled almost exclusively by train.  Often greeted at the train station by a 
delegation from the host team and then escorted back to the station upon completion 
of the game. 
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1910 
UNDEFEATED, UNSCORED UPON, UNDISPUTED 

 
 
 
 

1910 WHS 
Season Record 6-0 

WHS   50  0    Perham  
WHS unknown  0    Staples Score unknown, shutout certain. 
WHS    5  0    Fergus Falls  
WHS    1  0    Brainerd Forfeit, Warriors walk off field. 
WHS  33  0    Little Falls  
WHS  14  0    Detroit Detroit becomes Detroit Lakes in 1927 
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NOVEMBER 24, 1910, WADENA PJ 
“Coach Ed Chestnut was a star end on the Minnesota University team.” 
 
This 1910 team was not only undefeated in six games, but they 
were also unscored upon for the entire season! 
 
After defeating Perham 50-0 and Staples (score unknown, shutout certain) in 
their first two games they started getting some press. 

 

 
 

Wadena        5 
Fergus Falls 0 

Brainerd walks off field 
in protest of lopsided 
score.  Brainerd Supt 
Cobb unhappy with his 
coach’s decision. 

 Wadena 1  
 Brainerd 0 
 (forfeit) 

 

 

Wadena    33 

Little Falls  0 

 

 

Wadena 14 

Detroit*    0 

 

NOVEMBER 24, 1910, WADENA PJ 
 

“Wadena is the undisputed 
champion of Northern and Central 
Minnesota.” 
 

*Note: The town name of Detroit was officially changed to Detroit Lakes in 1927 
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1911 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Front row L-R: 
Bob Langenbacher, Lachlin McKinnon, “Fen” Burch, Bill Hurst, unknown, Albin Lund, 
unknown. 
 

Middle row L-R:  
All three unknown 
 

Back row:  
Hugh Parker, Loyal Zimmerman, unknown, Harold Parker, Coach Kidder (also head 
basketball coach) 
 

This 1911 squad extended the 1910 team’s 6 game winning, and not scored upon, 
streaks by defeating Staples (23-0), LP (30-0), PR (16-0).  Unfortunately, they lost their 
last two games to Sauk Centre (25-0), and Detroit (DL). 

1911 WHS  
Season Record 3-2 

WHS   23   0    Staples  
WHS   30   0    Long Prairie  
WHS   16   0    Park Rapids  
WHS     0 25    Sauk Centre Thus ends a 9-game undefeated/unscored upon streak. 

WHS           Detroit (DL) Score unknown, WHS  lost. 
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1912 
 
 
 
 
This announcement from the October 24,1912 WPJ 
was the only item found relating to the WHS football 
team.  It suggests the budget was an issue. 
 
Perhaps the season was cancelled for lack of 
funding. 
 
 
 
 

 

1913  
No WPJ articles found. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coach Monson 
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1914 

 

If you only knew that WHS had scored 66 and 
given up 65 points in their first two games, you 
might think they were in a couple of close 
battles.  As you can see by the headlines of 
those first two games, that was not the case. 

In addition to those two blowouts, WHS beat 
Park Rapids and Detroit (32-6), and lost to 
Fergus Falls (19-9). 

1914 WHS 
Season Record: 3-2 

 
WHS     0   65    Little Falls  
WHS   66     0    Akeley  
WHS     9   19   Fergus Falls  
WHS               Park Rapids Score unknown, WHS lost. 
WHS  32     6   Detroit  Detroit becomes Detroit Lakes in 1927. 

 

 
 

 

CELEBRATING AGRICULTURE 
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1915 
WHS SEASON RECORD: 3-1 

After trouncing Akeley 66-0 in the previous 
season (1914) this year’s game was not 
only a close one, but it was also a 
controversial one.  When the game was 
over Wadena thought they had won 7-6.  
The Akeley faithful thought the officials 
made an error that cost Akeley a 
touchdown that would have provided them 
a margin needed for victory.  An appeal 
was submitted by the Akeley Supt., Magnus 
Aygarn, and the details are explained in the 
“Letter to the Editor” below. 

WHS    12    6    Detroit  Detroit becomes Detroit Lakes in 1927. 
WHS    66    6    Park Rapids  
WHS      7    6    Akeley See article below regarding dispute. 
WHS      7    9   Fergus Falls  
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THE FINAL 
VERDICT: 
 

 
 

 

WHS’S WIN  

CONFIRMED! 
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1916 

WHS Season Record: 0-1-1 

 
 
 

 
 
Team disbands due to 
7 of 11 players failure 
to meet academic 
requirements. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WHS              Detroit (DL) Score unknown, WHS lost 
WHS     0    0    Park Rapids  

26



1917 
There was no information to suggest a WHS football team existed in 1917.  If true, it is possible that 
the Spanish Flu and WWI had something to do with it. 
 

1918 
The Sept. 12th WPJ article, below left, shows a strong interest in WHS football.  The 
article to the right, from the Detroit paper, is the only game documented.  The WPJ 
staff may have been too overwhelmed with WWI and the Spanish Flu to cover WHS 

football. 
From the Detroit newspaper about 

their game vs WHS in early October. 
 

DETROIT WON 24-7 
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1919 

WHS Season Record: 1-3-1 
 

WHS      0  32    Bemidji Bemidji later beat Park Rapids 116-0. 
WHS      0  25    Detroit Detroit become Detroit Lakes in 1927. 
WHS     -    -     Park Rapids  Score unknown but WHS did lose. 
WHS    26  26    Fergus Falls  
WHS      6    0    Fergus Falls  

Bottom row L-R: Don McKinnon, Marion Blaha, Pat Lund, George Claydon, Joe Rice and Art Daniels.  Middle 
row: Asst. coach Hans Anderson, John Veden, Carl McDowell, Albert Parker, Vern Wright, Roland Blaha, 
coach Otte.  Top row:  Willard Neal, Bill Stevens, Lawrence Wold, George Welch, Wilbur Zimmerman, and 
Harlan K. Bluhm. 
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Wadena was beaten by Bemidji 32-0 in the 
season opener.  Bemidji then trounced Park 
Rapids 116-0 in week 2, while WHS was 
going 0-2 with a 25-0 loss to Detroit.  Week 3 
would pit WHS vs PR, a game WHS was 
looking forward to when doing the score 
comparison against the common opponent 
Bemidji.  However, WHS lost to PR to go 0-3 
        

           WHS LINEUP: 
Wright, r. e. 
Zimmerman, r. t. 
McDowell, r. g. 
Veden, c. 
Welch, l. g. 
Bluhm, l. t. 
Stevens, l. e. 
Claydon, q. b. 
Merickel, r. h. 
Daniels, l. h. 
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1920-1929 
WHS 

Season Records* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Fall of: Won Lost Tied Coach Comment 

1920 1 1 0 Kuefler  

1921 4 1 0 Kuefler Kuefler also coached BB 
including at MN State 
Tournaments in 1922-23. 1922 1 1 0 Kuefler 

1923 2 2 0 Kuefler  

1924 2 0 0 Voss Player eligibility issues. 

1925 5 0 0 Rosenberger  

1926 0 2 0 Rosenberger  

1927 - - - Chermak Also, basketball coach 

1928 5 1 1 Chermak  

1929 0 2 0 Chermak  

 20 10 1 1920-29 Winning Pct – 66% 

*Based on known outcomes. 
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1920’s Rules of the Game 
Rule Changes 

Fall 1924 WPJ                                                            
Kick-Offs (no explanation provided): 
Old rule:  
-Kick-off from team’s 40-yard line 
-Kicking tee allowed 
 
New rule: 
-Kick-offs moved up 10 yards to mid-field 
-No kicking tee allowed 
 
Time Outs (to speed up the games) 
Old rule:  
-unknown 
 
New rule: 
-Four time-outs allowed per half 
-The rule violation penalty will be increased from 2-yards to 5-yards 
 
PAT Ball Placement 
(to encourage a running or passing attempt rather than a kick) 
 
Old rule:  
-Offense had choice of 5-yard line or further back 
 
New rule: 
-Ball placement as close as the 3-yard line 
 
Interceptions 
This is a rule clarification. 
-If a forward pass strikes an ineligible player and a member of the opposing team catches the ball before it hits 
the ground that “opposing team” player is entitled to whatever ground he can gain. 
 
Revolver for Field Judge (quoted from WPJ): 
“The field judge or the official who keeps time will be compelled to carry a gun, which he will fire to denote the 
termination of the quarter or game.” 
 
The Huddle System 
Until 1925 there was no huddle in between plays.  After one play was completed the offense and defense 
would hurry to the line and the quarterback would call the next play verbally or by hand signals.  With few or 
any subs this fast pace required highly conditioned athletes to make for a successful team. 
 

a) As documented in the NY Times the first “huddle system” was created by college coach McCracken 
and adopted in 1924 after he discovered that Penn was scouting and decoding Lafayette’s hand 
signals. 

b) See the WPJ October 15, 1925, Osakis game article commentary on the “huddle system” and 
the author’s prediction.   
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1920 
Record 1-1-0 

 

WHS 32 

Long Prairie 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHS Starting Lineup: 
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1921 

WHS Season Record: 4-1 
 

WHS      7   0   Detroit Detroit became Detroit Lakes in 1927. 
WHS    38   0   Long Prairie  
WHS    27   0   Park Rapids   
WHS    51   0   Fergus Falls  
WHS      3 80   Alexandria Big build up, read the pre & post game articles. 

The team picture below was in the WPJ many years after 1921. The sender states the 
team was 5-0 and unscored upon. It appears the team was 4-0. The final game, at 
Alexandria, resulted in an 80-3 loss, leaving WHS 4-1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Noteworthy 
The WHS basketball team was in the MN State Tournaments of 1921-22 and 1922-23.  Standing in the picture above is 
Carol Parker (4th from left) and seated (L-R) are Marion Blaha, Vern Wright, and Joe Rice. These 4 football players were 
on the 1921-22 state tournament basketball team while Parker and Rice were also on the 1922-23 team. Four years later 
Marion Blaha, after college, became the head football coach (and likely basketball coach as well) at Osakis.  Blaha 
coached against Wadena in the 1925 football season opener.  WHS won 25-0 and went undefeated that year. 
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October 6, 1921, WPJ 
WHS defeats Detroit 7-0 on the road.  

 
Home opener against Long Prairie next. 

 
“Admission back to pre-war levels  
15/25 cents for students/adults.” 

 
 
 

Alexandria 80 
Wadena 3 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

34



                 WHS vs Alex (cont) 
 

80 to…… 
WHAT!!! 

The article “Alexandria is Next on List” 
found on the previous page indicates 
the Alex football team had “defeated 
the St. Cloud high school and St. 
John’s college teams.”  Impressive! 
 

In the 1921 team picture, it claims “Alex was considered the National High School 
Football Champions that season.”  It does not state by whom or by what authority. 
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1922 
Record 1-1 

 
October 5, 2022, WPJ 

Loss to Moorhead 
No score given 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WHS 
starting 
lineup 
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1923 

WHS Season Record: 2-2 
 

WHS    42    0   Park Rapids  
WHS    19    7   Fergus Fall  
WHS    12  33   Staples   
WHS      0    3   Detroit Detroit became Detroit Lakes in 1927. 

 

 
 

Detroit  3 
WHS     0 
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1924   
Record 2-0 

(Season ends due to ineligible players) 
 
From the “Class of 1925” Yearbook: 

The Yearbook Cover 
                   ANEDAW 

1925 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WADENA  

(backwards) 
 

 
Game 1 
WHS     12 
Brainerd  0 
 
Game 2 

A pre-game article in the Fargo Forum 
stated this would be an easy game for 
Moorhead allowing for liberal use of their 
substitutes. 

 
Academics first.   
Football second.   
The 1924 season  

GETS THE BOOT! 
October 30, 1924,  WPJ 
“Supt. Hays has the full support of  
the school board and the taxpayers.” 
      (Just like the 1916 season) 

38



 
 
This WPJ article describes a very optimistic view of the 
1924 WHS football season.  After two big wins the 
Wadena players and fans must have been devastated to 
have to cancel the remainder of the season due to the 
academic ineligibility of numerous team members. 
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1925 

WHS Season Record: 5-0 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHS    25    0   Osakis ‘22 WHS alum Marion Blaha is Osakis new head coach. 

WHS    31  12   Frazee  
WHS      6    0   Park Rapids  
WHS    14    0   Staples   
WHS    12    6   Detroit Detroit became Detroit Lakes in 1927. 
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New Rule: “The Huddle System” 

Prediction of the WPJ author: 

“The old-time system of signal calling is gone; the deliberateness of play is irksome 
and unless the rules committee choose to revise backwards the popularity of the game 
is seriously threatened.” 

 

 

Osakis is coached by 1922 WHS graduate 
Marion Blaha. 
 

Within the last year or two the rules were 
changed to allow use of the “huddle 
system.”  It allows the offensive team the 
option to huddle after a completed play for 
the purpose of deciding their next play.  Or 
they can do as has been the custom, prior 
to the “huddle” option, which is to line up 
with no huddle and call a play at the line of 
scrimmage (the old-time system of “signal 
calling”). 

 
         
 

        October 15, 1925, WPJ 
        Opening win vs Osakis 
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In addition to 
using the new 
“huddle 
system” Frazee 
employed the 
old-style signal 
calling to speed 
up the game. 
 
 

 
October 22, 1925, WPJ 
  31-12 win vs Frazee 
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1926   
Record 0-2 

 
Only two games were found in the 
WPJ, fall of 1926. 
-vs Detroit Lakes 
-vs Long Prairie 
 
 
 

 
 
Detroit Lakes  26 
Wadena H.S.    7 
 
By next year, 1927, Detroit will have offically changed its name to 
“Detroit Lakes.” 
 
 

1926 WHS starting eleven 
 
 
 
WHS    0 
LPHS 14 
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1927 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
WHS Football Field and Fairgrounds 
There are no records of games played in 1927 although the above pictures suggest 
otherwise.  The smaller picture appears to be a game action shot.  For many years the WHS 
football home field was at the fairgrounds.  I am of the belief the fairgrounds at that time were 
the low-lying flat land that is surrounded by the technical college on the northeast, the 
cemetery on the southwest and MN Hwy 29 along the north edge.  Growing up in the 1960’s 
and ‘70s the football field at that time was in the southeast corner complete with concrete 
bleachers and wood bench seats.  All compliments of the WPA of the 1930’s.  In the 
northwest corner was the city swimming pool, outdoors and unheated water of course.  Sadly, 
the pool was destroyed in the tornado of 2010.  Included in this area were softball and 
baseball diamonds, skating and hockey rinks, and tennis courts. 
 
I would also like to point out first year head coach Anton Chermak, back row, far left.  Fresh 
out of college, he may have been the most successful basketball / football combination coach 
in WHS history.  From 1927-37, in football, he won 78% of the games we know about.  During 
that same time, in basketball, he secured two District 24 titles, one Region 6 championship, 
and in the 1936 state tournament WHS lost to Bemidji in the title game.  Very impressive! 
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1928  

5-1-1 record 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WHS Student Activity Ticket 
            Irene McClelland 

         1928-29 

The row listing above has the back row as “First 
Row.”  In the “Second Row” is Willard Flenner, 3rd 
from left.  He is a junior on this team.  Whenever 
you see the orange “W” in this scrapbook, think of 
him, it was his varsity letter. 
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1929 

Record 0-2-0 
                                                                   

WHS 6  Staples 31  (H/C)                                            
               
          WHS 6  Brainerd 13 
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1930-1939 
WHS 

Season Records* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Fall of: Won Lost Tied Coach Comment 

1930 0 1 0 Chermak Big news!  Nighttime football! 

1931 6 1 1 Chermak 12-game streak w/o loss starts w/Sebeka 

1932 6 0 0 Chermak  

1933 6 1 1 Chermak 12-game streak w/o loss ends w/Brainerd 

1934 6 1 0 Chermak  

1935 4 3 0 Chermak 1936 MN State BB runner-up 

1936 5 0 1 Chermak 1927-36 tenure (78% wins) 

1937 5 2 0 Anderson Asst Kermit Anderson takes over 

1938 5 1 0 Anderson  

1939 1 5 0 Anderson  

 44 15 3 1930-39 Winning Pct – 73% 

*Based on known outcomes. 
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The 1930’s 
Items of Interest 

Rule Changes 

For the 1934 season here are some of the new rules: 

Rule Change 1   
Minor change in size and shape of football  
(making it less round and more oblong). 

 
Rule Change 2  
The rule requiring a passer to be at least five yards 
behind the line of scrimmage has been changed to require  
the passer to be only “behind the line of scrimmage.” 
 

Rule Change 3   
If a play ends out of bounds or within fifteen yards 
of the out of bounds line, the ball must be placed  
fifteen yards from the out of bounds. Prior to this change, the ball could be  
placed right next to the sideline for the next snap of the ball! 

 
Firsts 

-1930: First night games played under the lights.  More fans able to attend. 
-1935: Joined “Little Eight” Conference (one-yr only, rejoined (Central 8) in 1943) 
-1938: New stadium seating for 1100 fans (WPA Project). 
-1939: First ever WHS Homecoming celebration and game. 
 
Streaks 
-1931-33: 12-games without a loss (1 tie) 

 

College Football for 1930’s WHS Alumni 

WHS Yr Alumni College Note 
1933 Russell Johnson U of M Brothers Cassell & Leland 
1933 Robert Prettyman St Thomas Brothers Dick & William 
1935 Leland “Squeak” Johnson U of M See article & amazing story 
1936 T. Edison Smith MSTC See article & amazing story 
1936 Ralph Theisen MSTC  
1938 Gene Hotz MSTC See article 
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1930 WHS 
Record 0-1 

WHS   13  25    Parkers Prairie No other scores were found. 
 
 
There was so much excitement about getting floodlights in 
Wadena, someone forgot to report on the football games!  The 
decade of the 1930’s was as successful for WHS as any decade; 
however, we don’t know much about the team results for 1930. 
 

 

 

There were 15 floodlights 
purchased by the school and 
another 15 funded by the 
city council.  In addition to 
use for fall football they were 
used in the winter when the 
rink was is in use, as well as 
in the summer for “kittenball” 
(what is now known as 
“softball”). 
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1931 WHS 
Record 6-1-1 

WHS    12    0     Detroit Lakes More flood lights since last year and new bleachers for 400 
WHS      7  25     Brainerd  
WHS    63    0     Sebeka  
WHS    38    0     Parkers Prairie  
WHS    13    7     Pelican Rapids  
WHS    26    0     Long Prairie  
WHS      0    0     Staples Earlier Staples snaped C-I’s 30 game win streak 
WHS    13    6     Fergus Falls Otter coach Win Brockmier former Gopher star 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Eight returning lettermen: 

Russell Johnson - HB 
Cassell Johnson - HB 
Harper Jung - FB  
Russell Askew - E  
Rex Miller - E                               Parkers won 25-6 last year 
Ross Currie - G  
Alfred Adams 
Kenneth Zosel – QB                    . 
 
Other Starters: 
Leslie Mietzel - T 
Robert Anderson - T 
Harry West - G 
Alvin Pollard - C 

 : 

 

  

: In Wadena’s 13-6 win over 
Fergus Falls, the Otters failed on 

their only extra point attempt.  
Here is how it was explained in 

the article: 

“A center rush for the extra 
point was met by a stonewall 

and failed.” 

A “center sneak?” 
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1932 WHS 
Record 5-0 

WHS    13    6    Brainerd  
WHS    30    6    Pelican Rapids  
WHS    18    6    Parkers Prairie  
WHS    33    0    Sauk Rapids  
WHS      -    -     Staples Cancelled due to weather, Staples petitions to win by forfeit 
WHS     ?    ?    Mahnomen Score unknown, WHS certain winner 
WHS      -    -     Sauk Centre Cancelled due to weather 

 

At season’s end the Wadena Lions Club treated these boys to a trip to Memorial 
Stadium to watch the Gophers take on the Purdue Boilermakers. 
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1933 WHS 
Record 6-1-1 

WHS   12    0    Fergus Falls Squeak Johnson 58 yd run 
WHS     6  20    Brainerd First WHS loss in 2 years (12-game streak) 
WHS   41    0    Parkers Prairie  
WHS   21    0    Perham  
WHS   60    0    Park Rapids  
WHS   32    0    Long Prairie  
WHS     6    6    Detroit Lakes Squeak Johnson 60 yd run 
WHS   50    0    Pelican Rapids  
WHS     -    -     Sauk Centre Cancelled due to weather 

 

Season point Totals: 228-26 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

“Squeak right!” 
 

 
 

DL came in 6-0 after last week’s shutout vs Moorhead 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             “Squeak” 58 yd TD                    “Squeak” 60 yd TD 
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1934 WHS 
Record 6-1 

WHS    18   6    Brainerd WHS new asst FB and BB coach, John Kipp. 
WHS      0   6    Fergus Falls  
WHS    34   0    Perham  
WHS    18   0    Bemidji  
WHS    12   7    Detroit Lakes  
WHS      7   0    Alexandria “Squeak” Johnson covers 77 yds for the win! 
WHS    60   0    Sauk Centre  

 
 
 
Forty-five prospects report to practice.            

 
 

  
                   

 

 

 

 

       

 
 

  

Season’s 
Biggest Game 

WHS Wins! 
7-0 

Future Gopher Star 
“Squeak”Johnson 

Goes 77 yds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read more about 
“Squeak” at the back 
of this 1930’s section. 
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1935 WHS 
Record 4-3 

WHS     39   6    Frazee Frazee coach Hanson played for Chicago Bears 
WHS     20   0    Brainerd  
WHS     50   6    Detroit Lakes  
WHS     31   0    Park Rapids Read article below re: new “Little Eight” conference.   
WHS       6   9    Fergus Falls  
WHS       0  47    Bemidji WHS BB loses to Bemidji in state title game in March ‘36 
WHS       0   6    Alexandria Staples game cancelled, Chermak next focus on BB season 

 
 
 
 
 

Frazee coach Hanson  
played for Chicago Bears. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
1936 MN State BB Runner Up 

(8 players in WHS BB team pic) 
 

Miller, Schiller, Browne, Grogan, 
Garr, Merickel, Prettyman  

on FB team as well. 
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1936 WHS 
Record 5-0-1 

 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Wadena’s school spirit was likely quite high going into the 1936 
football season.  Last year’s basketball team played in the Minnesota 
State High School basketball tournament championship game 
against Bemidji, losing 26-20.  Last year’s basketball team and 
this year’s football team shared the same head coach, Anton 
Chermak. 

 

Notice in the season schedule to the right, the last game is 
against Alexandria on November 6th, at Wadena.  Due to a winter 
storm Wadena cancelled the game and would not agree to have 
Alexandria host the game.  Alexandria was opposed to that 
decision and sought a win by forfeit.  Ultimately the dispute was 
settled in Wadena’s favor. 
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1937 WHS               
 Record 5-2  

    
 

 
 

 
 

       
                Gene Hotz                   Don Tabery 
                      QB                                                                                                               RB                                                        
 
                    1-0                                     2-0                                 3-0 

 

 
                       

 
The 3-0 WHS Indians were said to be overconfident going 
into their biggest game of the season, vs archrival Staples.  
They were in for a big surprise! 
 
In case you are wondering, that is 1935 WHS alum, and MN Gopher, 
“Squeak” Johnson to the left.  He was a halfback and a great surprise 
for legendary Gopher Coach Bernie Bierman.  Read all about “Squeak” 
and other WHS college players at the end of this “1930’s” section. 
 
 
 

WHS      7    0    Frazee W 
WHS    27    0    Sebeka W 
WHS    26  12    Fergus Falls W 
WHS      6  33    Staples L 
WHS      7  13    Long Prairie L 
WHS    12    0    Park Rapids W 
WHS    37    0    Detroit Lakes W 
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1938 WHS 
Record 5-1 

 

When you look at the team picture below, notice the new bleachers in the background. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

    
 

                 ALL ABOARD! 
 

                                                  
From the age of 5, I lived within walking distance of the field.  For big games, early 
Friday my mom would park our car behind the bleachers, at street level, to secure a 
good viewing spot to watch the game.  In addition to WHS football games I spent a lot 
of time there in my youth.  Track meets.  Touch football with friends. We had no idea 
that was the old fair grounds. It included the baseball/softball diamonds, the pool, 
tennis courts in the SE corner, and skating rinks to the west of that. Great memories. 
 

WHS     25    6  Frazee W 
WHS     25  12  Fergus Falls   W 
WHS       6  13  Staples L 
WHS     13    6  Park Rapids    W 
WHS     36    7  Long Prairie W 
WHS     12    0  Detroit Lakes W 
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Don Tabery - HB 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Read more about Wadena WHS alumni 
playing college football at the end of 
this section on the 1930’s. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Gene Hotz - QB 
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1939 WHS 
Record 1-5 

WHS      6  26    Staples L 
WHS      -    -     Long Prairie L - Score unknown 
WHS      -    -     Little Falls L - 1st ever H/C, score unknown 
WHS    32  14    Park Rapids     W 
WHS      6  12    Breckenridge L 
WHS    13  28    Detroit Lakes L 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Long Prairie Wins! 

 

Front L-R: G Lewis, R Felland, J Tabery, B Anderson, W Kopp, B Theriault, P Engh  

 
Back: Head Coach K Anderson, T Ames, T Roberg, ?, L Bluhm, E Blair, ?, J Highum, B Zosel, H 
Erckenbrack, M Paulston, M Kingsley, E Adamczyk, B Reger, C Kelsey, J Boyer, A Schmith, D 
Korance, Asst Coach J Schunert 
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1930’s WHS Alumni 
Playing College Football 

 
WHS Yr Alumni College Note 

1933 Russell Johnson U of M Brothers Cassell & Leland 
1933 Robert Prettyman St Thomas Brothers Dick & William 
1935 Leland “Squeak” Johnson U of M See article/story pg 62-63 
1936 T. Edison Smith MSTC See article/story pg 64 
1936 Ralph Theisen MSTC  
1938 Gene Hotz MSTC See article below pg 64 

    
 

 

Leland “Squeak” Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read for a great Wadena coincidence: 
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Leland “Squeak” Johnson was obviously a 
tremendous athlete, but he was much more 
than that.  Below are some of the other great 
things I discovered about him. 
 
Squeak graduated from the U of M in 1940.  
He entered the U.S. Navy as an aviation 
cadet, earning his wings in 1941.  He was 
appointed chief flight instructor at the naval 
air station in Pensacola, FL and in 1943 
assumed duties as Squadron Commander on 
the USS Independence as well as several 
other carriers in the Pacific.  He was awarded 
3 Distinguished Flying Crosses, 2 air medals 
and numerous citations.  After release from 
active duty in 1945 he was instrumental in 
organizing the “Weekend Warriors” program 
at the Naval Air Station at World Chamberlain 
field and was commanding officer of several 
squadrons there. He retired with the rank of 
Captain, USNR, in 1977. 
 
His business career culminated at Brown 
Steel Tank, where he served for 26 years, the 
last 11 as President. 
 
He was laid to rest June 23, 2006 in Wadena. 
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T. Edison Smith (WHS ’36) 
 

At a time when most of life's dreams and ambitions have been reached or discarded, Smitty, at age 68, was 
starting a new adventure, a pursuit of perfection he would delightfully chase for nearly three more decades. 

  
For a first time, Dr. T. Edison Smith shot his age on the golf course when he fired a four-
under-par 68 at the Moorhead Country Club in 1984. It was a major milestone very few golfers 
have reached. For Smith, it was simply the beginning, a goal he would reach a remarkable 
3,359 times, an achievement documented in Golf Digest magazine and is the world record!  He 
was a true competitor and in his later years his goal was to shoot his age every time he 
played.” 
  
A former student-athlete, coach, professor and athletic administrator at Minnesota State 
Moorhead, Smith lived to the age of 95. 

  
A native of Wadena, Smith lettered in football, baseball 
and track at Moorhead State and graduated in 1940. After 
a military tour of duty in the United States Air Force, he 
returned to Moorhead State to teach in the physical 
education department and coach the Dragon baseball 
team. He later coached the men's golf team for 22 years 
and his portfolio included six Northern Intercollegiate 
Conference championships, including three straight titles in 
1970-72, an appearance at the 1977 NAIA National 
Championships and development of several future golf 
professionals. 
  

 
 

Interesting Side Note   
In this article it mentions two WHS grads 
competing to be the Dragon’s QB.  Also in the 
mix was a junior college transfer from 
Ironwood, MI.  His name was Fred Kellett.  
After WWII Kellet was hired to teach and 
coach in Brainerd, MN.  As the head 
basketball coach, for all or parts of 4 decades, 
he led the Warriors to four state tournaments, 
and they won it all in 1954.  He is a Minnesota 
high school coaching legend. 
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College Football 
Notes of Interest 

1930-39 
Season Big 10 Champs Coach Other 

1934 Minnesota Bernie Bierman National Champions. 

1935 Minnesota Bernie Bierman 
Leland “Squeak” Johnson* 

Frosh on U of  M team 

1936 Minnesota Bernie Bierman National Champions 

1937 Minnesota Bernie Bierman  

1938 Minnesota Bernie Bierman Leland “Squeak” Johnson* 
last year on U of  M team 

 Five-year 35-5 overall record 

 
* ”Squeak” Johnson had an injury plagued career with the Gophers, 
however when he was healthy, he was a key player on the team as a hard-
nosed running back.  He played on one National Championship team and 
the team record during his four years was 27-5. 
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1940-1949 
  WHS       
  Season Records* 

 
 

See article in “1948 Season” ** 

  

Fall of: Won Lost Tied Coach Conference / Comments 

1940 1 3 3 Anderson  

1941 0 6 0 Anderson Head coach since 1937 season 

1942 1 2 0 Sand 
(St. Olaf) 

Games cancelled (4) WW II travel restrictions. 

1943 6 0 0 Mower  
(Bemidji State) 

Central 8  (also member for 1-yr, 1935) 

1944 8 0 0 Mower Central 8 

1945 3 5 0 Anderson Central 8 

1946 4 4 0 Mower Central 8 

1947 2 5 1 Held 
(Macalester) 

Central 8 

1948 2 6 0 Held 
Central 10  
(see “History of Central 8/10 Conference”)** 

1949 5 3 0 Helland Central 10 

 32 34 4 1940-49 Winning Pct – 49% 

*Based on known outcomes. 
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The 1940’s 
Items of Interest 

 

World War II 
 

World War II impacted life everywhere.  High school activities were not exempt.  In the 
world of WHS football the impact was very real. 
 

Coaches 
 

The WHS football team had 5 head coaches during the 1940’s.  Kermit Anderson’s first 
year was 1937 and that stint was over after the 1941 season.  In 1945 he took the 
reins again, for one season.  In 1942 it was Arthur Sand. In 1943-44 and 1946, it was 
Robert Mower.  In 1947-48 Whitey Held was in charge, and to end the decade it was 
Phil Helland in 1949.  I don’t know the reasons for the turnover in each case, but I did 
come across an explanation for at least two coaching changes. 
 

The young Arthur Sand, a history teacher out of St. Olaf College, hometown Rushford 
MN, had to leave for his induction into the U.S. Army in the late summer of 1943.  
Earlier, in March of 1943, as basketball head coach, Sand lead his cagers to the 
District 24 title, beating perennial champion Crosby-Ironton.  It took 31 years before 
Wadena won its next district title.  
 

Robert Mower, graduate from Bemidji State Teacher’s College, took a one-year leave 
in 1945 to enlist in the U.S. Navy.  Upon discharge he returned to Wadena and 
continued to teach and coach 
 

Those disruptions were just part of life at the time, and it was a different time indeed.  
 

1937-41, 1945 1942 1943-44, 1946 
 

1947-48 1949-50 

Kermit Anderson Arthur Sand Robert Mower Whitey Held Phil Helland 
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Courage 

 

As stated, the 1940’s were a different time.  In fact, so different this next story is hard 
to comprehend. 
 
Cleon Erkenbrack is in every team picture from 1940 (7th grade) 
through 1944 (junior year).  He was part of a WHS football team 
that was undefeated in 1943 and 1944, earning a varsity letter in 
each season.  A major contributor during the 15-game winning 
streak.  He must have loved playing football. 
 

 
 
At the end of the 1944 season the local newspaper, the WPJ, 
acknowledged the 14 seniors that had recently played their last football 
game for WHS.  All high school athletes must cross that bridge.  The 
WPJ also acknowledged that the 17-yr old junior, Cleon Erkenbrack, 
would not be returning for his senior year.  Cleon had enlisted in the 
U.S. Army Air Corp.  America was at war with Germany and Japan.   
At 17, Cleon Erkenbrack chose to cross that bridge. 
 
 
 
 

 
Scarce Resources 

 

 
You may have heard about the rationing of certain 
things that were in short supply during WWII.  The 
needs of our military took top priority.  
Understandably, they were given what they 
needed first and our country had to do its best to 
get by on what was left. 
 
At the beginning of the 1942 school year a “scarce 
resource” problem was about to impact the football 
season under the new head coach, Arthur Sand. 
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See the ruling below………… 

…..The “State Tire Rationing Board” ruling: 

          
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another war-related casualty.  The “Orangemen” would be 
orange no more.  This article appeared in the WPJ at the 
end of the 1946 football season.  In the fall of 1947 WHS 
was “blue and gold.”  The article says that the color orange 
was in short supply, but I believe a shortage of red colored 
dye was the issue.  Probably a shortage from its use during 
and after the war as it would be used to make the color 
brown, a common color found in camouflage. 

              Commentary 
 

A bus of that era is shown below.  
Two tires in front, four at most in 
the back.  That’s six tires being 
subjected to some “wear and tear” 
for away games.  Yet twenty-five 
players and gear would require at 
least six cars and six drivers.  The 
math is simple.  Twenty-four or 
more tires to get the football 
team to the away games by car. 
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1940’s 
Additional Item of Interest 

     
1940 Carlton football team to practice on Wadena turf  
on way to game vs North Dakota State in Fargo.                    

 

Carlton assistant coach Gus 
Young’s coaching career later 
focused on MIAC collegiate 
basketball and the fledgling ABA 
professional league.  

He was the head coach at 
Gustavus for eight years in the 
1950’s, winning the MIAC three 
years running from 1954-56. 

Mid-way through the 1968-69 
Minnesota Pipers’ first season, 
Young was hired by GM Vern 
Mikkelsen to replace the recently 
fired head coach, Jim Harding. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Wadena High School Field 
 

  

Wadena Native 
Gus Young 

Parkers Prairie QB 
Cleon Stitzel 

  

  

September 26, 1940 - Wadena Pioneer Journal 
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1940 season 
1-3-3 record 

A rather unusual 
record with 3 ties. 

 

Head Coach: Kermit Anderson                                                          Asst Coach: Jim Schunert 
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Robert “Bob” Zosel 
Community Advocate 

Businessman 
Historian 
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1941 WHS 

Record 0-6-0 
WHS     6    7   Sebeka  
WHS     0  32   Staples  
WHS     0  32   Long Prairie     
WHS     0  21   Park Rapids   
WHS             Detroit Lakes  

Scores unknown, defeats certain WHS             Aitkin 
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1942 WHS 
Record 1-2-0 

 
WHS     7     0  Sebeka   New Coach: Arthur Sand 
WHS     2   26  Long Prairie  
WHS    13   21  Staples WPJ headline: 21-18 is in error 
WHS Park Rapids Due to an order by the “State Tire Rationing Board” school buses were for 

transporting students to and from school only.  Athletic events would need 
to find other forms of transportation.  Some schools simply cancelled 
games or their entire season. 

WHS Aitkin 
WHS Detroit Lakes 
WHS Alexandria 

 
       World War II issue: 
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1943 WHS 
Record 6-0-0 
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The Seniors 
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1944 WHS 
Record 8-0-0 
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    37-0 (W)                                                                                         

                          20-14 (W)                                                              

  
                                    14-6 (W) 

    1-0                                                                                                         13-6 (W) 

        

 

   

 

  12-6 (W)                 

                                     2-0 

                                                                              3-0 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                      4-0 

    5-0 

 

   

                                                              

 

 

                                                                                                         6-0 

Margie Jane Garr, Ruth Breher, Deloris Ceaser                                        
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       19-7 (W)                                                                                            13-7 (W)  
The blurry article below tells us that 
14 seniors and 1 junior will be 
playing their last game for Wadena.  
The junior is Cleon Erckenbrack.*  
He won’t be coming back for his 
senior year of high school.  He will 
be in the Army Air Corps, at a time 
when America is at war against 
Japan and Germany.  Cleon chose 
to give up his senior year of high 
school so he could fight for his 
country.  What an amazing young 
man. 

 

        7-0                                                                                                           8-0 

  

  

  

  

  
This elite team of 11, from the 
SC Times, was in addition to 
the “Central 8 All-Conference 
Team” selected by the 
coaches.  The 23 players on 
the Central 8 All-Conference 
Team included Wadena’s 
Bruce Wilcox (FB), Harland 
Skalisky (E), and Ed Betz (G). 

 

 
 

             
   

 

                         *  
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1945 WHS 
Record 3-5-0 
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              1-0  (15th in a row)                             1-1 (The streak ends) 

 

 

 

This 15-game winning 
streak started with the 
first game of the 1943 
season, against 
Sebeka.  It ended with 
the second game of the 
1945 campaign.  It 
represents the most 
consecutive wins in 
Wadena football 
history, to at least 1980. 
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1946 WHS 
Record 4-4-0 
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Central 8 All-Conference: 
Dave Storvick (C) 
Ben Meckel (HB) 
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1947 WHS 

Record 2-5-1 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Orange and White are Out! 
Blue and Gold are In! 
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   Park Rapids 27 
 Wadena 7 
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Read the “Homecoming” article 
to fully appreciate what a big 
deal it was “back in the day.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Wadena’s Don 
Jordahl (FB) on 
Central 8 All-
Conference team. 
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1948 WHS 

Record 2-6 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     The 1903, 11-man WHS team. 
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While the picture quality is very poor, no matter how big you make it, below are the 
names of the players and their current status as of the fall of 1948. 
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  If you are going to only win one home game 
   all season, it may as well be homecoming. 
   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Season finale, at Alexandria, yields a 2nd victory! 
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1949 WHS 

Record 5-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If the “Season’s Record” above is correct, then Wadena’s final “Central 10” conference 
record is not correct.  WHS played eight games, seven conference opponents, plus 
Park Rapids.  WHS was 4-3 in their conference games.  The final standings show 
that there were five total ties in conference games.  For each conference contest 
ending in a tie there would be two ties to document.  The total number of ties must be 
an even number.  WHS had no ties, their conference record was 4-3.  Fact based! 
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*****WHS School Board agrees to allow 
home games to be broadcast on KWAD 

despite concerns of reduced gate receipts. 
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College Football 

Notes of Interest 
1940-49 

 
The late 1930’s and into the 1940’s were the hay days of Gopher football.  The legendary coach 
Bernie Bierman had created a powerhouse.  Look back to the decade of the 1930’s in the “WHS 
Football Scrapbook” and check out “Squeak” Johnson (WHS ’35).  Squeak was a running back who, 
when healthy, was an important contributor to the Gophers’ success during the second half of the 
1930’s. 

In 1940 and 1941 the Minnesota Gophers were undefeated in both the Big 10 and the season.  Two 
Big 10 Titles and one National Title (1940) as well as the 1941 Heisman Award given to running back 
Bruce Smith.  Smith was a native of Faribault, MN. 

I only found one instance of a WHS graduate going on to play college football.  My guess is there 
were former players that did just that, but not very many.  Blame it on WWII.  The one WHS alum I 
found is Ben Meckel (WHS ‘47). 

                

                      1949 article                                                 Ben Meckel - RB  
                                                                                           (WHS ’47) 
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Why a Football Scrapbook? 
 
In 2017 I did some research on three Wadena High School basketball players, from the 1950’s, that played for 
my dad Harold Willis (1955-64).  Upon completion of that I decided to work my way back in time as far as the 
archives would take me.  The result was the “Wadena H.S. Basketball Scrapbook 1900-59.”  After that I knew I 
had to do the same for what came after 1959.  Project #2 culminated in the “Wadena H.S. Basketball 
Scrapbook 1960-80.”  Neither have been a commercial success.  They were never intended to be money 
makers.  Their purposes are to bring back memories, or to confirm a dad’s or a grandpa’s claim of greatness in 
their youth.  Or at least be forced to modify said claims.  And ultimately, I want our Wadena sports history 
documented.  Those two “WHS Basketball Scrapbooks” are available at the Wadena Co. Historical Society. 
 
I resisted the thought of doing something similar for Wadena High School football.  It is such a “long haul” 
process.  Time consuming and monotonous.  Besides I was a cross country runner in high school.  I loved 
football but wanted to be in shape for the basketball season.  Plus, I was not a very good football player.  Then 
I started to think about my youth and football.  In 1966, at the age of 11 I was the water-boy for the high 
school football team.  My brother Greg was a sophomore on that team.  I loved being around those guys.   
 
Then my memory took me back a little further.  Dave Campbell* (’66) played for Wadena in the falls of 1963-
65.  He lived on the corner of Dayton Ave and 4th St. SW, just a stone’s throw from the football field.  Behind 
his back yard was a playground and behind that, the Wadena elementary school.  One beautiful spring day I 
was at the playground alone.  I do remember very clearly sitting under a big tree in Dave’s backyard and 
talking with him.  Dave Cambell, quarterback.  He was a star football player, and he was talking with me.  He 
may have been my first sports hero.   
 
It was then that I realized many of the guys that would be in this football scrapbook were sports heroes to the 
youth of their era.  In the 21st century it is more likely the youth of the day have sports heroes that make 
$100’s of millions of dollars.  That’s not a bad thing, it’s just a sign of the times.  I like the way it was when I 
was a kid, you could sit down and talk man-to-man with your sports hero. 
 
Suddenly I had another reason for projects #3 and #4:  
 
“The Wadena High School Football Scrapbook 1900-49” 
“The Wadena High School Football Scrapbook 1950-80” 

 
Jebb Willis 
Class of 1974 
 
*Dave Campbell’s brother John (’56) was All-Big 10 for the Gophers and an NFL All-Pro for the Steelers.  Dave’s sister Cathy (’55) is 
married to Wadena native Joe Krause (’55), contributor to the WHS Basketball Scrapbooks.  Don Campbell (’53) taught and coached 
football at Long Prairie. 
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