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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1INTRODUCTION


This handbook is designed to enable students and parents to better understand the procedures at Florala High School.  For your benefit and success in school, be sure you and your parents read this carefully.  If there is something that is not clear, please feel free to discuss it or any other problem with any staff member. All situations are not covered in this brochure. Please see the Covington County Code of Conduct for further information.
Keep this brochure and refer to it for information when you need it.  This brochure is reviewed each year and changes are made as needed.  Remember that your success in school will be a direct result of your efforts.  We look forward to a great year and we are especially glad that you will be a part of it.

MISSION STATEMENT

*The mission of the Covington County School 

System is to provide students with the skills and knowledge to become respectful, responsible, and resourceful members of society.

VISION:

“Respectful, Responsible, and Resourceful”

 

OUR BELIEFS

*Meeting the educational needs of our students is the primary   focus of all decisions impacting the work of the school.

*Each student is a valued individual with
 unique physical, social, emotional, and
 intellectual needs.

*Exceptional students (e.g., special
 education, Limited English Proficiency,
 talented and gifted, etc.) require special
 services and resources.

*A safe and physically comfortable
 environment promotes student learning.

*Students learn in different ways and should     

  be provided with a variety of instructional 
  approaches to support their learning. 

*Students learn best when they are actively 
  engaged in the learning process.

*Curriculum and instructional practices
  should incorporate a variety of learning
  activities to accommodate differences in 
  learning styles.

*Students need to not only demonstrate their 
  understanding of essential knowledge and 
  skills, but they also need to be actively 
  involved in solving problems and producing 
  quality of work.

*A student's self-esteem is enhanced by 
  positive relationships and mutual respect 
  among and between students and staff.

Please contact Covington County Schools’ Federal Program Section at (334) 222-7571 to obtain parental notifications in a language other than English, as well as information pertaining to our migrant program. 
Documentation of Absences
See Covington County Policy 
Administrative Hearing

Refer to Student Code of Conduct 
Cell Phone/Digital Device in a Testing Setting By Students 
The possession of digital devices (including but not limited to cell phones, MP3 players, cameras, mobile entertainment, social connections, navigation devices, or other telecommunication devices) is strictly prohibited in the testing setting. Local education agency (LEA) school personnel will collect such devices before students can enter the testing room. 

If a device is in the possession of a student in the testing setting, testing for the student will cease, the device will be confiscated, the student will be dismissed from testing, and the student’s test will be invalidated. 

Additional disciplinary action may be taken by the LEA. 

Cell Phone/Digital Device in a Testing Setting By School Personnel 
School personnel involved in administration of state testing may not use digital devices (including but not limited to telephones, cell phones, MP3 players, cameras, mobile entertainment, social connections, navigation devices, or other telecommunication devices) during test administration. Violations may result in disciplinary action/certification revocation. 

Additional disciplinary action may be taken by the LEA.
Electronic Communication and Recording Devices: 
New Policy
 
Refusal to turn cell phone over to school board employee will be treated as a Class III offense.  Repeat offenders will be treated as a Class IV offense with possible referral to Alternative School. 
Florala High School reserves the right to investigate and explore any and all data including but not limited to Text messages, Calls, Pictures, etc. on any and all electronic devices confiscated.

Check Outs

The approved procedure checking out. 
1.  A student may be allowed to check out at the high school level with advanced written consent, a telephone call or personal contact made by the parent or guardian. If a student checks out they must bring a note for the check out to be excused
2.  Under no circumstances may a student leave campus without the approval of the principal/designee. 
Check-in and Check-out Procedures
Curbside check-in and check-out will be utilized. Visitors and parents should park and call the front office at 334-658-8159 upon arrival. 
No transportation change after 2 pm

Emergencies

In case of an emergency, the parent/guardian will be contacted.  If the parent is not available then the emergency contact will be notified.
Covington County Board of Education Grievance and Complaint Procedure for Parents, Students and Employees

The normal procedure to be followed regarding a personal grievance related to school is to discuss the matter with the immediate supervisor.  If the problem is unresolved, the complainant may submit a written request to the Principal to arrange for a meeting with the Superintendent (within five (5) working days).  If the problem remains unresolved, the complainant may submit a written request for a hearing before the Covington County Board of Education (within five (5) working days).  The Board, after receiving the written request, will notify all interested parties of the time and place of the hearing (not less than five (5) nor more than fifteen (15) working days).  The hearing date may be reset by mutual agreement of both parties.  All parties will be given opportunities to present reasonable oral and written material.  The Covington County Board of Education will render a written decision (within a reasonable time).

equal opportunity policy

Equal Opportunity Policy:  It is the official policy of Covington County School System that no person shall, on the ground of race, sex, religion, color, creed, national origin, handicap, or age, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of or be subjected to discrimination under any program, activity, or employment and provide access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  Inquiries of complaints regarding compliance with federal regulations on 504, Title I, Title II, and Title IX may be directed to Chris Thomasson, Covington County Board of Education, 807 C. C. Baker Avenue, Andalusia, AL  36420, (334) 222-7571. 

The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: Chris Thomasson/ Federal Programs Coordinator~Kelly McCollough/ 504 Coordinator~Covington County Board of Education  807 C.C. Baker Avenue Andalusia, Alabama 36420 (334) 222-7571 Chris.Thomasson@cov.k12.al.us 

ILLNESS/injury policy

In the event of injury or severe illness to any student in Covington County Schools, appropriate first aid will be rendered and the parent/guardian will be notified as soon as possible.  Should school personnel be unable to locate the appropriate parent/guardian and the injury/illness requires medical attention, the student will be transported to the designated doctor on his/her information card or taken to the emergency room of the local hospital.

It is very important that students are not sent to school with fever, vomiting, diarrhea or a contagious medical condition.  Parents are advised that all students should be free of fever, vomiting, or diarrhea for a minimum of 24 hours without the use of any medications before returning to school.  Please notify the nurse if your child has been diagnosed with a contagious illness. 
School Health Services/Policy/Procedure/
Programs

Screening Program:
Eliminating health problems helps students achieve their maximum potential. In an effort to assist in keeping abreast of the general health conditions of the students enrolled in Covington County Schools, various programs are conducted throughout the school year including vision/hearing, scoliosis, and other health assessment clinics as needed 

Procedure Following Screening Programs
Notification of a student’s failure in any screening program will be sent immediately to the student’s parent/guardian following any screening process. When a student has failed his/her vision screening, it is recommended by letter to the parent or legal guardian that he/she needs to see an optometrist for further evaluation. When hearing screening is failed, a referral is made to the Covington County Audiological Services Center where an audiologist will conduct an evaluation. When a student has failed the scoliosis screening, it is recommended by letter to the parent or legal guardian that he/she sees a physician for further evaluation  
Student with Medical Conditions
The State Department requires all students with a medical condition to have an emergency care plan for each student. If your child has a medical condition, please notify the school nurse so this emergency care plan can be signed and implemented as soon as possible.  
 

Medication Regulations/Policy
In accordance with Alabama guidelines, a physician must prescribe all prescription medications given in the Covington County School System. A medication authorization form must be signed by the physician and a parent or legal guardian and returned to the school nurse before any prescribed medication can be administered at school. You may obtain a form from your local school nurse, physician’s office, or from the Covington County Schools website under Health Service 

Over the counter medications require a medication authorization form to be signed by the parent and returned to school before any medication can be given. (Medication needs to be brought in the original bottle/unopened/label with student’s name).
 
No medication can be brought to school or sent home by a student. Medication should be brought and picked up by the parent or legal guardian and given to the school nurse or a school designee for storage and administering. 
Prescription medication:  
1. Original bottle/box 

2. Student’s name 

3. Directions for administering 

4. Physician’s Name 

5. Name of medication 

6. Date of drug’s discontinuation(when appropriate) 

Self Administered Medication: Students who are capable of carrying their inhalers or epi-pens must bring a medication authorization form signed by both their physician and the parent or legal guardian. No student is allowed to carry any medication on them at school without this authorization form being on file in the nurse’s office. Any student that has been given permission to carry medication will be responsible for keeping their medication on them at all times and not to share with any other student. Students will be reprimanded according to Covington County Schools Code of Student Conduct for failing to comply with this medication policy.  

Sunscreen Policy

Students within public schools are allowed the option to possess and use Federal Food and Drug Administration regulated over-the-counter sunscreen at school and at school-based events. Any student, parent, or guardian requesting a school board employee to apply sunscreen to a student shall present to the nurse a Parent Prescriber Authorization Form (PPA) containing a parent or guardian signature. A physician signature or physician order shall not be required. You may obtain a PPA Form from your local school nurse or from the Covington County Schools website under Health Services.

Illness/Injury at School

In the event of injury or severe illness to any student in Covington County Schools, appropriate first aid will be rendered and the parent/guardian will be notified as soon as possible. Should school personnel be unable to locate the appropriate parent/guardian and the injury/illness requires medical attention, the student will be transported to the designated doctor/or taken to the nearest emergency room.

It is very important that students are not sent to school with fever, vomiting, diarrhea or a contagious medical condition. Parents are advised that all students should be free of fever, vomiting, or diarrhea for a minimum of 24 hours without the use of any medications before returning to school. Please notify the nurse if your child has been diagnosed with a contagious illness.

Procedure for Head Lice

Covington County Schools are committed to utilizing best practice recommendations for lice management in our schools in a manner that respects the data privacy of students and families. Lice exclusions are viewed as necessary only when excessive infestations are present or there is a lack of follow up with treating lice. You may obtain a copy of the Covington County School System Lice Policy & Procedure from your school nurse or from the Covington County Schools website under Health Services.

WORTHLESS CHECK POLICY

Any individual submitting a worthless check shall be charged a non-sufficient funds check fee of $30 for all returned checks whether collected or not.  Should a school receive a second bad check from an individual, then no further checks are to be accepted from that individual.  The local district attorney’s office will be utilized in the collection of bad checks should this action become necessary.  Non-public funds must be used to cover any insufficient checks in state, federal, or public fund accounts.

EXAM POLICY
Any high school student (grades 7-12) may 

exempt semester exams provided he/she 

meets one of the following conditions (A/ B):

A.

1)
Exemptions from one (1) mid-term 

and one (1) final exam will be granted in a subject in which a student has an average of 85 for the semester and perfect attendance in that class

2)
Students sent to Alternative School, Crisis Management Program, or Saturday School lose perfect attendance exemption privileges

3) The perfect attendance policy applies to a student transferring to Covington County Schools if there is proof that the record was maintained prior to transfer and that no time was lost between schools during transfer.

B.

Exemption from mid-term and final exams will be granted in a subject in which the student has a semester average of 93 and has been absent no more than three excused (3) days for the semester.

lunchroom purchases may not be charged

Covington County Schools is pleased to provide students a wholesome and nutritious breakfast and lunch meal every day.  Meal prices have been established for student breakfast and lunch meals.  Student meals must be paid at the time of purchase or pre-paid in advance.  Cash or checks are accepted.  We want to remind families that Covington County Schools does not allow students to charge their breakfast, lunch, or alacarte purchases.  Each family is responsible to ensure their student arrives at school with money or pre-pay in advance.  If a non-sufficient fund check is received twice from the household, only cash will be accepted for meal payments.

For all child nutrition needs please refer to the Covington County Code of Conduct
TITLE I SCHOOLS IN COVINGTON COUNTY

The following county schools are “Title I” schools:  Fleeta, Florala High, Red Level, Straughn Elementary, and W.S. Harlan.  Mr. Chris Thommasson, Federal Programs Coordinator for Covington County Schools would like to inform parents at these schools that they are encouraged to participate in the decision-making process in regard to their school’s academic programs.  Parents are invited to read their school’s Title I Schoolwide Plan, on file in the school office, and get involved in the budgeting process as well as the development of future Title I Schoolwide Plans.  If you would like more information on becoming involved in your school’s planning process, please contact your school principal, or you may contact: Chris Thomasson@cov.k12.al.us 
Annual student assessment results will be communicated to parents in the following ways:  Alabama State Report Card, and the Individual Student Assessment Report.  General information (not specific student information) regarding student assessment will be communicated to the community through a news release to the local newspaper.

Schools identified for school improvement will provide written notice to parents the status of the school’s improvement.

Parental Rights to Information About Teachers

No Child Left Behind legislation allows parents in Title I schools to request certain information about their child's teachers. The information that you have a right to request on your child's teacher is: 

1. Whether the teacher has met state qualifications and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subjects the teacher is teaching. 

2. Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which state qualification or licensing has been waived. 

3. The baccalaureate degree major of certification or degree held by the teacher, and the field of discipline of the certification or degree. 

4. Whether the child is provided services by a teaching assistant and, if so, their qualifications.

Covington County Schools are extremely proud of our teachers and teacher aides, and are happy to provide you with the above information pertaining to your child's teacher. If you have such a request, please contact the school principal and ask for the information in which you are interested

child find

help us locate children with disabilities
In accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Covington County Schools announces ongoing Child Find activities to locate, identify, and evaluate children with disabilities from birth to 21 years of age. If you know of anyone from birth to 21 with a disability or suspected disability that is not presently enrolled in a public school program, please contact the office of Special Education. Covington County Schools, 807 C.C. Baker Avenue, Andalusia, AL 36421 or call this office at (334) 427-3819. 
Elementary Retention  

Students in grades K-5 who fail to meet the minimum requirements of the Alabama Course of Study Grade Level Standards in the subject of reading or any two other subjects will be retained

Response to instruction (RTI)
Response to Instruction (RTI) is a problem-solving process that focuses on data-based response and evidence-based intervention. RTI targets improved academic and behavioral achievement for ALL students through research-based instruction/intervention. RTI is the practice of provided high-quality research based instruction/intervention matched to student needs. A three-tiered model of support provides interventions to students with academic and behavioral needs through whole group, small group and individual instruction. Typically, the RTI system of support focuses on the general education population.  However, a special education referral may be necessary if the interventions have not been proven successful.

COVINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION INTERNET USE POLICY

The Internet Use Policy is designed to provide guidelines for using the Internet in the classroom, school media centers, and computer labs in Covington County Schools.  The Internet will be used for research and educational purposes.  Students are responsible for appropriate behavior while using the Internet.  Privileges may be revoked if guidelines are not followed.  

Internet Student Guidelines

1. Users will be held accountable for 
their actions.

2. DO notify an adult immediately if 
you encounter materials that violate the Student Code of Conduct 

3. DO NOT use a computer to harass, 
attack or harm others.

4. DO NOT damage the computer or 
network in any way.

5. DO NOT degrade the performance of 
the network with useless 
information.

6. DO NOT use the Internet for illegal 
activities.

7. DO NOT install software or 
download unauthorized electronic 
media.

8. DO NOT view, send, or display 
obscene, profane, lewd, vulgar, rude, disrespectful, threatening, or 
inflammatory language, messages or pictures.

9. DO NOT share your password.

10. DO NOT reveal personal addresses 
or telephone numbers.

11. DO NOT access other students’ 
work, folders, or files.

Alabama State Department of Education Policy 
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) is a Federal law that protects the privacy of student education records. The law applies to all schools that receive funds under an applicable program of the U.S. Department of Education. FERPA gives parents certain rights with respect to their children's education records. These rights transfer to the student when he or she turns 18 years of age or enters a postsecondary educational institution at any age. Students to whom the rights have transferred are "eligible students”.
Parents or eligible students have the right to inspect and review the student's education records maintained by the school. Schools are not required to provide copies of records unless, for reasons such as great distance, it is impossible for parents or eligible students to review the records. Schools may charge a fee for copies.

Parents or eligible students have the right to request that a school amend education records which they believe to be inaccurate or misleading. If the school decides not to amend the record, the parent or eligible student then has the right to a formal hearing. After the hearing, if the school still decides not to amend the record, the parent or eligible student has the right to place a statement with the record setting forth his or her view about the contested information.

Generally, schools must have written permission from the parent or eligible student in order to release any information from a student's education record. However, FERPA allows schools to disclose those records, without consent, to the following parties or under the following conditions (34 CFR § 99.31):

· School officials with legitimate educational interest;

· Other schools to which a student is transferring;

· Specified officials for audit or evaluation purposes;

· Appropriate parties in connection with financial aid to a student;

· Organizations conducting certain studies for or on behalf of the school;

· Accrediting organizations;

· To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena; 

· Appropriate officials in cases of health and safety emergencies; and

· State and local authorities, within a juvenile justice system, pursuant to specific State law.

Schools may disclose, without consent, "directory" information such as a student's name, address, telephone number, date and place of birth, honors and awards, and dates of attendance. Schools will notify parents and eligible students about directory information and allow parents and eligible students a reasonable amount of time to request that the school not disclose directory information about them. Schools will notify parents and eligible students annually of their rights under FERPA which may be by special letter, inclusion in a PTA bulletin, student handbook, or newspaper article. 

Parents have the right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education regarding the alleged violation of FERPA. The Family Policy Compliance Office may be contacted at the following address: 

Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20202-5920

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON MENINGOCOCCAL DISEASE AND VACCINE

What is meningococcal disease?

Meningococcal disease is a serious illness, caused by bacteria. It is the leading cause of bacterial meningitis in children 2-18 years old in the United States.

What is influenza?

Influenza (flu) is a contagious respiratory illness caused by a virus. The virus infects the nose, throat, and lungs. It can cause mild to severe illness, hospitalization, and even death.

What is a Tdap vaccine?

Tdap vaccine can protect adolescents and adults from tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis. One dose of Tdap is routinely given at age 11 or 12.

Information in regards to Meningococcal Disease & Vaccine, Influenza (flu), and Tdap Vaccine can be located on the Covington County Schools website under Health Services.

Please contact your school nurse if you have any questions.

ENROLLMENT & WITHDRAWAL POLICY

For a student to attend Florala High School, that student’s parent/guardian, or legal custodian must live in the Florala school district.  If the parent/guardian, or custodian moves, the student should transfer as soon as possible.  It’s best to transfer at the beginning of a semester or grading period if a transfer must be made.  A SENIOR MAY NOT TRANSFER IN OR OUT OF FLORALA HIGH SCHOOL UNLESS IT IS AN EMERGENCY SITUATION.  The Covington County Board of Education policy would take priority over a school policy if a conflict should arise.  No student shall be denied enrollment to Florala High School or any class offered by that school based solely on religion, sex, race, specific handicap, or national origin.  If a student leaves Florala High School for any reason, he/she must officially withdraw.  All books must be turned in, all records cleared, and no monies owed.  The student should come by the office and get a withdrawal form and have it completed.  If this procedure is not followed, a student may be withdrawn automatically if student is out of school for a long length of time and the school has not been contacted by a parent/guardian.  If all records are not clear, records or information might not be released.  A student who drops out of school must be reported to the State Department of Public Safety and cannot get a driver’s license.  If the student already has a license, it will be revoked by the State Department of Public Safety.

If a student withdraws from school during the school year, he/she will not be allowed to attend any extracurricular activities unless he/she is enrolled in another public school or unless he/she has the proper paperwork through the Covington County Board of Education and withdrew in good standing.
Debts

Students are responsible for debts that are incurred at school.  All debts must be cleared in a prompt manner.  Failure to pay debts owed to the school or 
school organizations can result in disciplinary actions such as holding report cards, denial of participation in school activities or in the case of seniors, the denial of participating in graduation exercises.  Debts include, but are not limited to lost or damaged school property or equipment, library fines, penalties for unsportsmanlike conduct in athletic contests and shortages in fund-raising activities. Athletic fines will be determined by the AHSAA.
Visitors

 Parents/guardians and other patrons are welcome to visit the school at the appropriate time.  Many special programs and activities are presented during the year to provide opportunities for visitation.  
Parents/guardians and other visitors shall report directly to the office and receive further instructions from the principal and other office personnel.  The practice of student visitors from other schools is not allowed. Parents/guardians may occasionally need to pick up their children from school early for doctor appointments, funerals, or other necessary reasons.  The school recognizes this need and requests that the parent check by the office.  A phone call in advance will allow the office time to have your child waiting in the office for your arrival.

School Visitation Policy 
To protect the integrity of the school day, visitors are limited to enter the school building. You must contact the office for entrance.
Parents will not be allowed to drop off any items during the school hours. For example, clothes, shoes, homework, practice gear, lunch or money. The student will need to be responsible for taking care of any needed items or supplies before entering the school building for the school day.
If medicine is needed, you will need to contact the school nurse at 334-658-8316 and arrangements will be made to pick up the medicine.
Drills-Tornado, Fire, and Safety Plan 

These drills will be held at various times and will not be announced.  A tornado drill and/or fire drill will be indicated by an announcement made by the principal over the schools PA system. The School Safety Plan will be practiced during the school year.

Library Services

Students are asked to follow these guidelines so that library books may be available with a minimum of wear and loss.

*Books may be checked out for a designated 
period of time with the privilege of renewing for additional time.
*Late fines are charged for overdue books.  Overdue charges will not be more than the initial cost of the book. These charges should be paid before another book is checked out.  Return books to the librarian.  Do not leave books on counter in library.
*Lost books must be replaced by the full purchase price as shown in the library file.  Compensation must be made for books receiving damage beyond reasonable wear in ordinary use.  The librarian and principal will decide what amount the compensation will be.
*All books and library dues should be cleared one week before the end of the school term.
*Students must have permission to go to the library.

Textbooks
 If textbooks are damaged or lost, you must pay for them before a new book will be issued.  If you withdraw, you must turn in textbooks to the counselor or pay for them.  Textbooks must be turned in at the end of the school year.  Do not leave books on top of lockers, in the classrooms, halls or lobby.
Parental Involvement
Florala High School will continue to offer a flexible schedule during afternoon hours for our working parents.  Student orientation will be held on the first day of school during our assembly. We will have Parent/Teacher Conferences in October.  Also, during the month of October we will conduct various parent activities in conjunction with Alabama State of Education Parental Involvement Month.  
Parent/Teacher Conferences

The Covington County Board of Education and Florala High School recognize the need for parent-teacher conferences.  Teachers are encouraged to schedule and conduct conferences throughout the year.  Parent conferences must be scheduled after school or at a teacher’s planning period according to the following policy:

1.  Contact the Guidance office who will set up the conference and notify you as to the time and place for the conference.

2. Always go by the office before going directly to a teacher’s room.
GRADING PROCEDURES
Grading Scale

90-100 Excellent     80-89 Above Average
70-79 Average
    60-69 Below Average  
0-59 No Credit         I Incomplete    
Seventh and Eighth grade students will be taking general classes: Math, Science, Language Arts, History, PE and Electives.

FHS AIM HIGH POLICY

This administration believes that all teacher assignments are of value. FHS students will not have the option of taking “zeroes” in order to avoid an assignment. All work assigned must be completed in order to earn a grade and or a credit for all courses.
Grade problems should be discussed with your teacher, advisor, counselor, or principal.  Summer School can be used to improve GPA. Only semester grades are posted on permanent record cards.  Number grades are used.  There are 2 semesters in each year.  There are 2 grading periods in each semester.  Each grading period helps make a semester grade.  The semester/final test counts 1/5 of the grade for that semester.  Each 9 weeks grade counts 2/5 of the semester grade.  If the semester/final test is exempted, the 9-weeks grades count ½ each for the final grade for that semester. A report card is sent home with the student each grading period (approximately every 9 weeks) with grades and attendance on it.  Any student who is not in good standing with the school will need to pick up a copy of their report card/progress report in the office and make arrangements to correct this status.  A midterm or progress report is sent out each grading period.  Florala High School uses a 4-point grading system with “0” points assigned for a 59 or below; “1” point for a 60 to 69; “2” points for a 70 to a 79; “3” points for an 80 to 89; and “4” points for a 90 and above.  
AWARDS/RECOGNITION PROGRAM

At the end of the year an awards assembly will be held to recognize the FHS students who have excelled in academics as well as other areas of the school program. ALL AWARDS WILL BE BASED ON A NUMERICAL AVERAGE
Courses and Credits









A course description booklet will be furnished for each student.  A student should arrange the subjects he or she takes to help prepare for his/her life’s work.  Each student is assigned a homeroom teacher who can help the student in subject selection as well as with any problems the student may have.  Units of credit are given on a semester basis.  Units of credit needed to advance to the next grade level are:
Sophomore Class        
5  Units        


Junior Class                 
11  Units      


Senior Class

17  Units



To graduate   

24  Units
*To be classified as a senior you must be able to graduate within the current school year.
Graduation Requirements for

GRADUATING CLASS OF 2028
Please note that courses other than core courses that are required for graduation may not necessarily be taken during the grade indicated in this handbook.
Alabama High School Diploma 
9th Grade – Biology, Geometry, World

History: 1500, 9 English, Career Prep
 Physical Education (1unit),

 Electives
10th Grade—Algebra I, Physical Science,

U.S. History Beg. -1877, 10th English,

Health, Electives

11th Grade – Algebra II, Science, 

U.S. History1877-Present,

11thEnglish, Electives
12th Grade –Algebra with Finance,
Anatomy/Physiology,

Economics/Government,  
12th English, Electives

Alabama High School Honors Diploma -
9th Grade - Biology, Geometry, World
 History: 1500, 9 English, Career Prep,
Electives, Physical Education (1 unit)

10th Grade - Physical Science, Algebra I,
 U.S. History Beginnings to 1877,
 10 English, Health, Electives
11th Grade –Physics, Algebra II 
w/Trig, U. S. History 1877 to
 Present, 11 English, Foreign Language

 & Electives 
12th Grade –Chemistry,
 Pre-Calculus, Economics & Government,
 12 English, Foreign Language & Electives
To participate in graduation and receive any diploma: students must pass 24 units of credit (1 unit = 2 semesters), which must contain 4 units each of math, science, history, and English; 1 unit of Physical Education, 1 unit of Vocational, 1 unit Career Prep, ½ unit health, and ½ unit fine arts 
All Special Services students will be required to meet all IEP requirements for graduation.  Any senior not in good standing with the school must clear all debts owed for textbooks, extra-curricular activities, fines, outside vendors, etc. before a transcript can be released.
Summer School
If a student attends summer school at another school or takes a correspondence course, he/she must have written permission from the Florala High School principal before he/she may receive credit for this course.  No more than two (2) credits may be made up in summer school or in a correspondence course.  Summer school and correspondence courses are to make up work failed and not to take work in advance.  In some classes a student may attend a junior college before graduation from high school.  This must be arranged and approved by the principal
CLUBS AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Club members are expected to attend scheduled meetings.   Special meetings may be called at recess, lunch, before, or after school if necessary.  The sponsor must approve and chaperone called meetings and initiations.   Initiations may be held, but they should not include anything embarrassing or harmful to the person.  Initiations must be submitted in writing and will be explained and approved by the sponsors and principal. Clubs will set up their own criteria, regulations, procedures, etc., for admission to the clubs and election of officers with the approval of the sponsor and principal.   Students should select activities which take them out of class and/or school very carefully.  The student must not miss too many classes.  If a student misses a class on official school business, it must be approved on a form from the principal’s office.  The student is responsible for seeing each teacher about this and for clearing any work needed. Additional information on each club will be sent home by club sponsors. Students have the opportunity to participate in the FHS Marching Band beginning in the 7th grade.  Students are encouraged to participate in the band program.  Band is a classroom subject
for which students are given grades and credit.  Students will not be allowed to withdraw from the band program during the school year except in emergency situations.

The athletic program at FHS advocates good sportsmanship and fair play at all times.  The conduct of the coach and the student body must always be above reproach. FHS complies with all rules and regulations as prescribed by the Alabama High School Athletic Association in regards to eligibility.
Extra-curricular activities are not a requirement for students and are considered a privilege.  When a student decides to participate in such activities, local procedures as well as local dues and/or fees may apply to help with the cost of sustaining the activity.  All local dues and/or fees are set by the band director, coaches or sponsors of each activity with the approval of the principal.  There will be fundraisers arranged by the band director or each coach or sponsor to off-set the responsibility of each student involved in the activity.  A deadline will be set for dues to be paid for each activity.  Students will have the option of participating in fundraisers or be personally responsible for dues set forth.  All local dues and/or fees set forth for such activities will need to be taken care of before beginning another activity.

PLEASE REFER TO THE COVINGTON COUNTY CODE OF CONDUCT FOR A LIST OF VIOLATIONS UNDER EACH CLASSIFICATION.
Field Trips
Students participating in a field trip must have written approval from your parent/guardian to participate in the field trip/event prior to the day of the field trip. Verbal permission will not be accepted the day of the field trip.
Lockers
One locker is provided at $10.00 per locker for each student. No book bags or purses will be allowed in the classrooms.  Keep your books and belongings in your locker and not in someone else’s locker.  Do not go to lockers during a class without a teacher’s permission.  Keep your locker locked.  An extra locker may be rented for $3.00 per locker for P.E., athletic bags, band instruments, etc., if the student desires.  Lockers are school property and may be examined at any time.
Student Vehicles 

Vehicles must be in safe & good condition to drive on school grounds (no loud muffler, etc).  Students will be informed of parking areas and must park in the student parking lot during regular school hours.  All vehicles must have a parking permit.   Parking permits will be $10.00 per vehicle. You must present proof of liability insurance and a valid driver’s license to obtain a parking permit.   Students are not allowed to ride in the back of a truck.  Fines will be administered for driving violations.  The principal has the discretion to revoke student driving privileges due to any safety violation.
Driver’s Permit and/or License 
Enrollment Form 

A student must obtain an enrollment form completed by Florala High School in order to get a driver’s permit and/or license in Alabama.  No student will be allowed to drive/park on campus without liability insurance, a valid driver’s permit or license according to the laws of Alabama, and a school parking permit. Vehicles must be registered to student or parent/guardian of student.
Notification of Rights Under the Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA)


PPRA affords parents and students who are 18 or emancipated minors (“eligible students”) certain rights regarding our conduct of surveys, collection and use of information for marketing purposes, and certain physical exams. These include the right to: 

Consent before students are required to submit to a survey that concerns one or more of the following protected areas— 

1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or student’s parent; 
2. Mental or psychological problems of the student or student’s family; 
3. Sex behavior or attitudes; 
4. Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior; 
5. Critical appraisals of other individuals with whom respondents have close family relationships; 
6. Legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those of lawyers, physicians, or ministers; 
7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or student’s parent; or  
8. Income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a program or for receiving financial assistance under such program).
Receive notice and an opportunity to opt a student out of— 

1. Any other protected information survey, regardless of funding; 

2. Any non-emergency, invasive physical exam or screening required as a condition of attendance, administered by the school or its agent, and not necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of a student, except for hearing, vision, or scoliosis screenings, or any physical exam or screening permitted or required under State law; and 

3. Activities involving collection, disclosure, or use of personal information obtained from students for marketing or to sell or otherwise distribute the information to others. 

Inspect, upon request and before administration or use — 

1. Protected information surveys of students; 

2. Instruments used to collect personal information from students for any of the above marketing, sales, or other distribution purposes; and 

3. Instructional material used as part of the educational curriculum. 

Covington County Schools will develop and adopt policies, in consultation with parents, regarding these rights, as well as arrangements to protect student privacy in the administration of protected surveys and the collection, disclosure, or use of personal information for marketing, sales, or other distribution purposes. Covington County Schools will directly notify parents and eligible students of these policies at least annually at the start of each school year and after any substantive changes. Covington County Schools will also directly notify parents and eligible students at least annually at the start of each school year of the specific or approximate dates of the following activities and provide an opportunity to opt a student out of participating in: 

1. Collection, disclosure, or use of personal information for marketing, sales or other distribution.

2. Any non-emergency, invasive physical examination or screening.

3. Administration of any protected information survey not funded in whole or in part by the U.S. Department of Education.

Parents/eligible students who believe their rights have been violated may file a complaint with:

Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20202-5920


Armed Forces Recruitment 

The following provision of the No Child Left Behind Act relates to the ability of the United States military and institutions of higher education to request certain student information from Covington County Schools’ high schools to be used for purposes of recruitment by these entities. 

SEC. 9528. ARMED FORCES RECRUITER ACCESS TO STUDENTS AND STUDENT RECRUITING INFORMATION. 

(a) POLICY - (1) ACCESS TO STUDENT RECRUITING INFORMATION - Notwithstanding section 444(a)(5)(B) of the General Education Provisions Act and except as provided in paragraph (2), each Local Educational Agency (LEA) receiving assistance under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) to provide military recruiters, upon request, with three directory information categories – names, addresses and telephone listings – unless parents have advised the LEA that they do not want their student’s information disclosed without their prior written consent. 

(2) CONSENT - A secondary school student or the parent of the student may request that the student's name, address, and telephone listing described in paragraph (1) not be released without prior written parental consent, and the local educational agency shall notify parents of the option to make a request and shall comply with any request. 

(3) SAME ACCESS TO STUDENTS - Each local educational agency receiving assistance under this Act shall provide military recruiters the same access to secondary school students as is provided generally to post secondary educational institutions or to prospective employers of those students. 

Parents or guardians of high school students wishing to exercise their right to request that the name, address and telephone number of their child not be released for such recruitment purposes should send a letter to that effect to the school principal within two weeks of enrolling in the school. 

The Covington County Schools Code of Conduct and the Student Policy Brochure is in effect during all school related or sponsored events.  Students shall be under the control and supervision of the principal, teacher, and staff in charge or the school bus driver.  
IMPORTANT DATES
Sports schedules can be picked up at the front office or following us on Florala High School Facebook page.
Progress Reports
09/19, 11/14, 02/13, 04/17
Report Cards will go home on the following dates:  
10/17, 01/9, 03/20, 05/22
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Acknowledgement Statement

I have viewed the student handbook (online) of policies, rules and guidelines for students 
attending Florala High School and fully understand the information 
contained in this brochure.

Please sign and return to Florala High School.
__________________________________


_________________________
Signature of Parent or Guardian                                                           Signature of Student
_____________________
Date

