
From the Principal

Hello Everyone,

We are excited to see all of our Aggie Achievers tomorrow 11/27/23! We are ready for another
exciting week of instruction!

We hope you all had a wonderful week spending quality time with your family. We have a busy few
weeks before we get out for Christmas Break. Please make sure that your child is at school each
and every day possible as we wrap up the remaining part of the �rst semester of school.

Reminder - Parents and Guardians - I am writing to you today to kindly request your support as we
work together to create a nurturing and enriching environment for our children at SGSC. As parents,
we all want the best for our children. We desire to see them grow and �ourish in all aspects of
their lives, including their education. And to achieve this, it is absolutely essential that we work
together. Our teachers are not just educators to our achievers; they are the ones who patiently
listen to their questions, wipe away their tears, and celebrate their achievements. With their
expertise, creativity, and compassion, they go above and beyond to make sure that every child
receives personalized attention and is supported in their unique learning journey. Parents and
teachers - parents and administration - may not always agree on everything, but I ask that we
communicate and work together for the best interest of the children and the school.

As the weather begins to cool off and your children are wearing sweaters and jackets, please write
their names (�rst and last) in the outerwear because they will often leave them lying around. This
will make it easier to get the items back to their rightful owners instead of ending up in Lost and
Found items.

We are having so many Achievers that are being checked out early throughout the week -
especially on Fridays. Please remember - EARLY CHECKOUTS ARE DISCOURAGED AFTER 2:30 PM.
Early checkouts after 2:30 PM are discouraged due to ongoing instructional practices that include
remedial and acceleration opportunities for Achievers. In addition, students are also transitioning
to various areas to prepare for dismissal. Please remember that unexcused 5 unexcused tardies



and early checkouts will be counted as an absence as well. Although early checkouts are
discouraged, we do realize that extenuating circumstances such as doctor’s appointments and
family emergencies will occur. We will make every effort to accommodate, but please do not come
to check your child out to simply avoid waiting in the car rider line.

If you need a change in transportation, you must provide this IN WRITING. This can be through a
note sent to school with your child or you can email transportation@sowegastemcharter.org to
request the change. These requests should be in place no later than 1:30 pm on the day of the
request.

Attendance - We are beginning our new attendance policy this year. The basics from this policy are
as follows:

5 unexcused absences - you will receive a letter and attend a conference about attendance
7 unexcused absences - you will receive a letter with a reminder that your child can only miss
3 more days before he/she may be withdrawn from the school
10 unexcused absences - your child may be withdrawn from Southwest Georgia STEM Charter
School

Reminders:
If your child is absent, he/she will have 3 days to bring in their excuse after returning to school
You may write up to 3 parent notes during the school year
Your child will have 3 days to make up any missing assignments while he/she was absent
from school

RECOGNIZE YOUR CHILD'S TEACHER(S): If you or your child would like to SHOUT OUT any staff
member, please feel free by using the link: https://forms.gle/9j7sXcukTL8Gh9Uw8. It is important
that we recognize those staff members that are such an important part of your child's life - it
makes them feel special as well!

Parents - I want you all to know that we value your ideas and thoughts at SGSC. If you, at any time,
feel that you could provide information or ideas about ways to improve SGSC, please click here -
https://forms.gle/JiFECdiizhq7YSdj9 - and share. We may not be able to do everything that is
recommended, but know that we will be open and listen. Thanks!

Below, I have included an image of our adopted Vision and Mission Statements for SGSC. We are
so excited to be able to work with you all to accomplish both the vision and mission for our
school!

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to send me an email at
galmon@sowegastemcharter.org.

Sincerely,
Ginger Almon

mailto:transportation@sowegastemcharter.org
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mailto:galmon@sowegastemcharter.org




SGSC Cafeteria Information

Please remember all students will receive a free lunch and breakfast this year!

Breakfast Lunch

Mark your Calendars
November 27th - Middle School Basketball Games at SGSC vs. Stewart County at 4:00 pm
November 27th - Varsity Basketball Games at Webster County at 6:00 pm
November 28th - Varsity Basketball Games at Seminole County at 6:00 pm
November 29th - Honoring Renee Gill as a Champion of Education at Luncheon at SGTC
December 1st - Accelerated Reader (AR) cut-off for all points/words for incentive
December 4th - MAP Assessment (reading) K-12
December 4th - FAFSA Night for parents of students wishing to attend college - 6:00 - 8:00 pm



December 5th - MAP Assessment (math) K-12
December 6th - Progress Learning (science) 5th-12th
December 6th - Spelling Bee (3rd-8th)
December 7th - Progress Learning (social studies) 6th-12th/High School Finals (1st and 3rd
periods)
December 8th - AR Incentive Field Trip/Kindergarten to Nursing Home/High School Finals (2nd and
4th periods)
December 9th - Middle Grades Dance at Shellman Depot - Students must not receive any
disciplinary referrals from November 27th - December 8th in order to attend
December 11th - End of Course Test - American Lit/Middle Grades mid-terms (reading and social
studies)
December 12th - End of Course Test - American Lit and Biology/Middle Grades mid-terms (math
and science)
December 13th - End of Course Test - US History
December 14th - End of Course Test Make-Up Day/Elementary Christmas Program (Pre-k-2)/STEM
Night
December 15th - 1/2 Day release at 12:00 pm
January 3rd - Teacher Work Day - staff returns
January 4th - Students Return
January 5th - First Semester Honor's Day





We enjoyed recognizing and honoring the members of middle grades softball, varsity softball, and
cross country at the awards program on November 17th! Thank you all for coming out to support
these wonderful student athletes! Please remember to come out and support our student athletes
during their basketball season! Thank you for all of the support!





This Week's Video

Color the world with kindness!

Color Your World With Kindness



From our MTSS Coordinator....

Thank you to our SGSC parents for your continued support in your child’s education! I echo
everything mentioned in this letter.

November 1, 2023

Dear Georgia families,

As we celebrate November as Family Engagement Month, it’s important to take a moment to thank
Georgia parents and caregivers who make our communities stronger. Your dedication to your
children’s education and well-being is truly appreciated.

Recently, I traveled to elementary schools across the state to recognize their literacy
achievements. I know these achievements are only possible with the support you give your
children. I wish it were possible to recognize each of you for reading to your children at bedtime,
helping them practice spelling and sight words, taking them to the library, and encouraging them to
be lifelong learners.

As one team, we can raise our children to new heights. I have seen �rsthand the impact that
engaged and involved families can have on their children's educational success. Whether by



reading to your students, helping with homework, attending conferences, or volunteering at school
events, every family has unique and valuable roles they can play in their child’s education.

Thank you, parents and families, for all you do to support your children’s learning and schools this
month and all year. As educators, we need you because we can accomplish nothing without you.
Together, we can help students explore the possibilities and opportunities available to them.

Sincerely,

Richard Woods
State School Superintendent

News from the Graduation Coach...
Parents of seniors wishing to attend college:
It’s November of your achiever’s senior year, and you probably know what that means. There are
several items requiring their (and your) attention, and you can address them all with these
essential steps:

Prospective Colleges: By now, you hopefully have a solid list of colleges your achiever is
considering attending. Make sure you visit campuses, gather valuable information on each,
and compare all to help narrow down your options. Congratulations to several of you who
have seniors who have already been accepted to a college!
FAFSA® Form: The FAFSA® form is crucial for government and college-based �nancial aid. It
opens in December 2023. Don’t assume you won’t qualify for aid. We will host a FAFSA night



here at SGSC on Monday, December 4th from 6-8. There will be more information to come.
Standardized Tests: Your achiever has probably taken either the SAT or ACT. If you feel it
might bene�t you, now would be a good time for your achiever to retake one or both. Check
with the college your achiever is interested in to see if they are considering test scores for
admission.
Apply for Scholarships: There are so many scholarships available for high school seniors right
now. Help your achiever apply for scholarships, especially those with earlier deadlines. Sign up
with Scholarships.com to safely and con�dently search for and apply for these opportunities.

The college application process might feel overwhelming, but if you stay organized, you and your
child will be �ne. Parents �nd the Scholarships.com College Prep and Planning Timeline document
incredibly useful. Print it out and mark off each task as you complete it. Have your achiever open
our senior Google Classroom for a calendar full of scholarship opportunities that are hyperlinked
and marked with deadlines.

Thanks,

Courtney Greenway

Hey Parents!

https://www.scholarships.com/
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Below you will �nd the December Academic Calendar for our middle of the year assessments and
End of Course high school tests. The data from these assessments will help teachers understand
what each student knows, understands and needs extra help with. Parents, we need your help
throughout the next several weeks!! It is very important that students arrive at school on time and
have had plenty of rest the night before. Thank you for your support in helping us provide the best
education possible for your child.



Southwest Georgia STEM Charter School

Email: galmon@sowegastemcharter.org
Website: https://www.swgeorgiastemcharter.com/
Location: 185 Pecan Street, Shellman, GA 39886
Phone: 229-345-3033
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/116256502053538

Ginger Almon
Ginger is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters
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