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Superintendent
Thelma j. Prater

Assistant Superintendent

Deor Eighth Grode Students ond Porents,

We oim to ignite o love of reoding in oll of our children in Avoyelles Porish. This summet we o?e

sending f ree books home with your child to continue to grow our reoders. Just reading 20 minutes o doy

will grow their vocobulory by 1.8 million words ayea?. The reoding gift your child received todoy contoins

some of the books listed below. ft contoins some fomily octivities thot we hope you will dive into with
your child. Use the octivities in the journol to connect with whot you ore reoding ond engoge in

conversotions with others. Invite your fomily ond friends to reod with you ond tolk obout the topics in

the books. Your child is reguired to choose ONE book ond return pg. 13 Word Workout ond four
odditionol octivities from the reodinq journo! upon orrivol ot school next yeor to be groded.

Eighth Grade Summer Reading List

Class Act by Jerry Craft

Show Me a Sign by Ann ClareLeZotte

King and the Dragon Flies by Kacen Callender

Parachute Kids by Betty C. Tang

Note: Some packets may have other Scholastic Books not on the list. They are still approved and can be used.
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Hove a g?eot summer!
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DEAR STUDENT,

Good news! Your school has partnered with Scholastic to give you a great set

of books to read over the summer. These books are a gift for you to enjoy,

share with others, and keep. Inside this packet, you will find:

> Interesting and fun books
> Activity Sheets that go with each book
> A Summer Readlng Journal

The goal of My Books Summer is for you, your family, and your friends to
engage with books in a way that is fun and interactive..Reading can be so much
more than the words on a page when you use the text as a springboard for
conversations and ideas.

As you read, take a look at the Activity Sheet that goes with the book. Complete
the different sections in any order and at any pace that is comfortable for you.
Ask your family to read the Activity Sheets with you, and see whether you can
turn a single book into an experience for you and your family.

The Summer Reading Journal is another way for you to get the most out of what
you are reading. The journal can be used with any book in this packet or any
book in general. Enjoy your summer, and happy reading!

DEAR FAUIIY,
Even though your child is now an independent reader, there are still many

ways to enioy literature together. Sometimes you may read a book together;

other times, your child mayread independentiy. You might simply scan the

title and read the information on the back cover. Whether you read alongside
your child or have conversations with him or her about the book, partnering
together can make reading more fun and meaningful.

Use the Activity Sheets provided in the My Books Summer packet as a way to

talk with your child about what they are reading. Share any connections that
you may have to the stories, and ask your chlld questions about the books. Use

the conversations that stem from these books as a window into your child's

world. Enjoy the experience of connecting with your child in a way that
promotes learning, conversation, and family engagement.

HAPPY REAI'ING!
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by Betty C. Tong

Before Reoding

Reod the book's front ond bock covers. Are you fomilior with the term "porochute kids"? lf yes, whol
does it meon? lf no, whot do you think it might meon?

While Reoding

As you reod, pouse ond think or write obout these questions:

. After poges l-59: Whot do Feng-Li,Jio-Xi, ond Ke-Gdng's porents reveol in Los Angeles? How do the
siblings feel oboul this? Why do they chonge their nomes? Why does Mo hove to go bock to Toiwon?

. After poges 60-134: How does Ke-G6ng deol with Simon bullying Jio-Xi?

. Why is Rebecco ongry? How does Ke-Gdng's eorlier defense of Jio-Xi ogoinst Simon bockfire? How
does Ke-Gong feel obout Pete? How does this offect his choices?

. How does Auntie ond Uncle Tion's plon to move moke Feng-Li ond her siblings feel?

. After poges 135-205: How doesJio-Xi get scommed? How does this offect her? Whot leods Feng-Li
lo steol from Toylond?

. After poges 206-284: How does Ke-Gong get hurt? Whot good comes out of Ke-Gong being in

the hospitol?

. How does Feng-Li toke motters into her own honds? Whot does Rebecco exploin to Feng-Li? Whot
hoppens-ond whot doesn't hoppen-when the fomily tolks ofter Mo ond Bo orrive?

Afler Reoding

Whot threot ore the siblings living with? ln whot woys do they eoch try to cope with it throughout
the book?

Literocy Tip

By the end, the siblings ore finding their woy, but Ke-Gong is still struggling with reveoling his sexuol
identity to his fomily. By leoving this unresolved, the outhor drives home the point thot, in oddition
to issues of culturol identity, porochute kids olso hove to contend with the regulor chollenges of
growing up.
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Porachute Kids

by Betty C. Tong

Write lt
Although there ore some commonolities between whot the siblings ore deoling with ot school,
eoch is hoving o unique experience. ln whotever formot you choose, write obout why going to
school is complicoted for Feng-Li, Ke-Gong, ondJio-Xi. How do they eoch feel obout school? Whot
microoggressions ond rocist behoviors do they foce? ln whol woys do they feel isoloted ot school? How
do they help eoch other?
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Show Me a Sign

by Ann Clore LeZotte

Before Reoding

Study the cover imoge ond think obout the title. Whot does the cover reveol obout the moin chorocler?
Whot does lhe imoge suggest obout the book's setting?

Whila Reoding

As you reod, pouse ond think or write obout these questions:

. After Prologue-Chopter 8: How does Mory exploin how her mind works? Whot is the source of
discord between the Vineyorders ond lhe Womponoog?

. Why is there o significont deof community on Mortho's Vineyord? Whot does Thomos soy when
Mory osks obout his life before coming to the islond?

. After Chopters 9-19: ln whot woys does Andrew demonstrote his lock of respect for the deof
community? Whot hos brought him to the islond?

. Whot do Mory ond Noncy leorn from spying on Andrew? Whot does Mory discover when she
sneoks inio Andrew's room? When Mory soys to Thomos, "We ore oll Americons now," whot does his

response meon?

. How hos Andrew "tipped the scole" between Mory's porents? Why does Mory finolly tell her mother
whot hoppened with George?

. After Chopters 20-27'. How does Andrew control ond monipulote Mory? Whot does being in Boslon
moke Mory wonder obout her life on the Vineyord?

. After Chopters 28-37: How does Mory use Dr. Minot's journol to sove herself? How does the
kidnopping chonge Mory ond Mory's mother?

. How does Miss Hommond's story help Mory envision her future?

After Reoding

Whot odvice does Popo give Mory when she osks how to oddress rocist behovior (pp. 255 ond 256)? Do
you ogree with his odvice? Why or why not?

Literocy Tip

The outhor cleverly uses the moment when Mory writes to Dr. Minot to reveol thot Mory's
inlelligence ond humonity surposses thot of her coptors.
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Show Me a Sign

by Ann Clore LeZotte

Write lt
"'li is different in Boston,' I tell Ezro Brewer. 'They don't sign. They look down on us, like we're onimols.'
'l've been there,' he signs. 'Wotched oll their lips flopping, ond I don't believe they ore o wick smorter
thon Vineyord folk. Toke you. l've been wotching you for oll your yeors. You've got something in you,
girlie.' 'Some people don't think thot's good,' I sign. 'Poy them no mind,' he signs. 'l never do."' (p. 239)

How ond why does Ezro Brewer see Mory in o unique woy? Whot does this meon to Mory? How does
Ezro Brewer's view of her help her see herself more cleorly? Exploin the importont role thot Mory's
friendship with Ezro Brewer ploys in her life.
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byJerry Croft

Bafore Reoding

Hove you heord the expression "You hove to work twice os hord to bejust os good"? To whom do you
feel like this expression opplies, ond why?

While Reoding

As you reod, toke time to pouse ond think, tolk, or write obout these queslions:

After reoding Chopters 1-3: Whot kinds of rociol microoggressions-instonces of subtle or unintentionol
discriminotion-does Drew experience ot school?

After reoding Chopters 4-5: How is the police officer unowore of-or unconcerned obout-whot Mr.
Bonks, Jordon, ond Drew ore feeling when he pulls them over?

After reoding Chopters 7-10: Why do Drew ondJordon moke up nomes for eoch other? Why does Drew
ghost Liom ofter visiting his house?

After reoding Chopters 11-13: Whot's good obout the S.O.C.K. group? Whot's not so good obout it? ln
whot woys ore Drew,Jordon, ond Liom finolly honest with eoch other in Chopter 12? Whot does this
conversotion leod to?

After Reoding

Jordon drows o comic colled "Look Whot I DREW! A comic obout my friend." Write o brief summory of
the topics thotJordon covers in these comics obout Drew (poges 42-43, 52-53,2O4-2O5, ond 222-223).
Whot do they hove in common? Whot do they odd to the norrotive of the book?

Lilerocy Tip:

ln o grophic novel, illuslrotions contoin detoils thot help tell the story. For exomple, in the bottom
ponels on poge 4, heorts oppeor onJordon ond Mr. Bonks, signoling thol they ore shoring deep,
privote feelings obout their dreoms. On poges 95-96, os Drew is overwhelmed by feelings of
isolotion ofter meeting the Cordi de Acodemy sludenls, he slorts to vonish from the ponels.
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Closs Act

byJerry Croft

Write About lt
ln grophic novel form, in o brief essoy, or in o chort of your own design, exploin why ottending Riverdole
Acodemy Doy School is complicoted for Drew ondJordon. Whot kinds of issues does it bring up for them
obout who they ore ond where they come from? How ore Drew's feelings different fromJordon's? Why

does Drew feel isoloted ot school ond ot home? ln whot woys do his friends in both ploces moke the
situotion worse? ln whot woys do they moke it better?

I

g

3

0
e

151121



IryEE E

King ond the Drogonflies

Before Reoding

Why would on outhor nome o chorocter "King"? Whot do you-the reoder-expect from o chorocler with
this nome?

While Reoding

As you reod, toke lime to pouse ond think, discuss, or write oboul these questions:

After reoding Chopters 1-5: Why does King think Kholid is o drogonfly? Whot is King's connection to
Sondy Sonders? Why did King tell Sondy they couldn't be friends onymore? How does King's fother feel
obout goyness in the Block community?

After reoding Chopters 6-9: How do King's porents'views obout Sondy going missing differ from eoch
other? How does Sondy compore homophobio to rocism when he confronts King obout breoking off
their friendship? Why is it so difficult for King lo soy "l love you" to his fother?

After reoding Chopters 10-13: Whot did Kholid meon when he told King, before he died, "Block people

oren't ollowed to be goy, King"? Whot effect did this hove on King? How does King put himself ot risk by
going to see Sondy ot his house, ond whot does he soy there to Sondy's fother?

After reoding Chopters 14-19: How does Breonno help King ofter King helps her with Dorrell? How does
King's mom help King untongle Kholid's beliefs obout goyness?

After Reoding

Throughout the book, King is grieving but wonts to hide his teors from others. Whot is the outhor's
messoge obout crying, specificolly regording boys ond men?

Lilerocy Tip:

The outhor most likely chose the nome Kholid-o nome of Arobic origin thot meons eternol or
immortol-to reflect the foct thot Kholid will live on ond will olwoys be with King, even though he

hos died.
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King ond the Drogonflies

by Kocen Collender

Yt/rile About lt
"There's something you hove to understond obout being o mon in this country. About being o Block
mon.... [This] country feors you. The world feors you. They olwoys will.... They're going to feor you, ond
some people-they'll wont to hurt you becouse they're ofroid." (poges 101-'102)

Why does King's fother soy this to King? Whot is he tolking obout? ln whot woys does this quote resonote
(produce on emotionol response) with you, either from personol experience or from your reoding?
Exploin the meoning of the quote in the context of the book ond in your own experience.
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Ground Zero
by Alon Grotz

Before Reoding

Think obout whot you moy olreody know obout 9/11? About the wor in Afghoniston? Are you owore of o
connection between these events?

While Reoding

As you reod, pouse ond think or write obout these questions:

. After poges l-73: Why is Brondon ot Windows on the World? Whot is the Tolibon? How does meeting
the tronslotor, Moriom, offect Reshmino?

. Whot do Bobo, Reshmino, qnd Moriom exploin when they orgue with the Americon soldier? How
does Brondon sove the people in the elevotor-ond himself? How does Anoo exploin the three
different Afghonistons thot she, Mor, ond Reshmino know?

. After poges 74-158: Whot role do textbooks-printed by the United Stotes-ploy in Posoon wonting to
join the Tolibon?

. Why does Brondon's fother tell Brondon to get out of the building os fost os he con?

. After poges 159-221: Why does Reshmino run to the villoge?

. How ore people trying to help eoch other in the North Tower? Why does Brondon's dod wont to tolk
to Richord?

. ln whol woys do Brondon ond Reshmino blome themselves for their situotions?

. After poges 222-310: How does Reshmino "win" the orgument with Toz in the cove? How does
Brondon's knowledge of the moll prove useful?

. Whot does Reshmino meon when she soys thot the United Slotes mokes its own rules? Whot
conclusion does Toz come to obout the United Stotes being "the good guys"?

After Reoding

How do Reshmino ond Posoon see the Tolibon differently, ond whot does this do to their relotionship?

Lilerocy Tip

The outhor creotes o sense of urgency in the book by putting both of the moin chorocters in
situotions where they must moke life-or-deoth decisions for themselves ond others.
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Ground Zero
by Alon Grotz

Vt/rite lt
The ouihor uses o structure colled "porollel norrotives" to tell Brondon ond Reshmino's stories (which-
olthough they occur 18 yeors oport-feel like they ore hoppening ot the some time). He connects the
stories in woys big ond smoll, through overorching themes, settings, ond plot points. (For exomple, on
p. 92, Brondon feels the "whoomp-whoomp" of on NYPD helicopter; severol poges loter, Reshmino feels
the "whoomp-whoomp" of on Americon militory helicopter)

Whot similorities ond points of connection con you find between the norrotives? Why do you think the
outhor wrote the book this woy? Whot point is the outhor moking obout Brondon's ond Reshmino's
experiences, ond obout the humon experience in generol?
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