October 4th, 2026 - Issue #340 - 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF WORLD MISSION SUNDAY
World Mission Sunday, (October 18th) was established by Pope Pius XI in 1926. This year’s theme, “One in Christ, United in Mission”, chosen by Pope Leo XIV, invites us to rediscover the profound unity we share in Christ through baptism and how our baptismal missionary identify overflows into the mission of the Church to bring all creatures into communion with God and us.
Please be as generous as you can. 
Trunk Or Treat at Sacred Heart - Saturday, October 31st at 6:00 to 8:00PM
Candy donations greatly needed. Please bring Halloween candy to the Chapel for distribution at Sacred Heart. Cindy will be accepting candy donations through Friday, October 30th. We did this last year. The demand is great, please help us have enough candy for all that participate.

DDF REMINDER:
You can always donate at any time during the year. Each Sunday will have a collection basket available after Mass. You can also send us your donation at any time. Thanks for your support.
Our mailing address is “Christ of the Desert”: 43775 Deep Canyon Rd.  Palm Desert, CA  92260
 


REMEMBRANCE WALK: 
We are once again accepting paver orders pavers honoring Father Connole. 
We have created a special section for your Father Connole Remembrance Pavers.
Forms are available from the Parish Office or back of the church. Each Paver is $100.
The “REMEMBRANCE WALK” IS LOCATED IS LOCATED TO THE RIGHT OF THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE CHAPEL.  If you are not sure what you want to say on the paver, let me assist you!!
LADIES GUILD MEMBERS: 
We will be having our next Ladies Guild Luncheon on Wednesday, October 14th at 11:30 AM.
Menu: Menu: Soup, salad, rolls, apple spice cupcakes. 
Please email Cindy at chayward@sacredheartpalmdesert.com  or call 760-346-0089 to sign up or Cindy will be available after Mass (starting September 27th) to sign up and pay $7 per person in cash. You may pay ahead at sign-up or pay at the door, although we prefer signing up so we can plan for the amount of food. Please make sure to pay if you signed up, even if you don’t make it. 
Sacred Heart Lectio Divina Workshop Class 
Open to adults and teens
Experience Lectio Divina firsthand and apply it during the workshop portion of the class.  This practice is so accessible that even children and teens can start using it in their spiritual lives for a closer and more meaningful relationship with God through His Holy Word and Spirit.

Please join us!
1. Sundays at the Christ of the Desert Chapel
      1:00pm - 2:30pm beginning October 4
or 
1. Mondays online via Zoom
      1:00pm – 2:30pm beginning October 5
To receive the Zoom meeting invitation, email lainfiniteway@outlook.com 

Textbook:  Bible - New American Bible (NAB), digital or hard copy
Paperback Bibles available for purchase at Sacred Heart Parish Office
[image: ]For more information, contact: Rick Decastro - 310-707-6542  lainfiniteway@outlook.com
SAVE THE DATE:
Our Holiday Luncheon will be Sunday, December 13th, 2026, after 9:30 Mass. The luncheon will be held at Desert Willow Golf Resort at 38995 Desert Willow Drive in Palm Desert, right off Country Club between Portola and Cook.
The luncheon buffet menu is TBD. Beverages provided include Coffee, Iced Tea and Water. There is a no host bar available. 
Cost per person is $40 inclusive. 
You may make your reservation with Cindy after Masses on Friday and Sunday, starting November 1st, with payment at time of reservation. If you would like to make a reservation at a different time, please call the office to make an appointment. (760) 346-0089.  Payment MUST be made at time of sign-up. No reservation will be taken without payment. 
If you would like to have a table reserved for a group, please collect the names and payment for the group as a whole and sign all in at one time. 
Also, we like to have a raffle for the luncheon. If anyone could contribute gift cards (restaurant, grocery, floral, shopping) or special, new items, please see Cindy or bring these donations to Mass for her to receive.  We already have our holiday quilt donated. 
We have some “Special Angels” here at COD and they help parishioners who are unable to manage the payment for this event. We don’t want anyone to miss out. Please see Cindy privately to sign up.
We hope you all will join us for this fun, holiday-filled event. We had a great time last year. 
This event is open to all. Spouses and any family members are welcome!!!!
GALILEE CENTER CHRISTMAS COLLECTION DRIVE:
Christ of the Desert will be collecting donations for Galilee Center throughout the holiday season. Galilee Center is a non-profit organization working out of Mecca whose mission is to fulfill the needs of the underprivileged and disadvantaged by providing food, clothing, and other basic needs and affirm their dignity with love, compassion and respect.
We will have containers in the church and outside the door to collect food, new toys and new/gently used clothing starting November 8th until December 13th. If you have a large load, please make arrangements with Cindy to bring them to the church office. 
Suggested items include: 
Canned fruits and vegetables, pasta and pasta sauce, long-life milk and fruit juice, packaged pudding, canned fish/chicken/meat, tea, coffee, jam, soup/cereal, sweets for the holidays. Also, included are toiletries such as deodorant, shaving supplies, toothbrushes and paste, shampoo and soaps.
Clothing everyone can use such as sox, underwear, sweaters, shirts and pants in all sizes including children.  
Please include new toys for children of all ages and don’t forget the teens. 
Thanks so much for your generosity. We had a terrific collection last year; let’s outdo it this year! 
OCTOBER ACTIVITIES:

· October 1st - FIND-Community Supplemental Food Distribution Program, 9:30 to 11AM.
· October 10th - K of C CRV recycle program. 7:30AM to 11:30AM. Parking lot behind Salta Center.
· October 14th - Ladies Guild Luncheon on Wednesday at 11:30 AM. Room 1.
· October 14th – Bingo at Sacred Heart. 6:00 – 9:00 PM in the Salta Center.
· October 15th - Christ of the Desert Finance Council meeting at 1PM at Sacred Heart Parish Office.
· October 18th – World Mission Sunday – One in Christ, United in Mission. Chosen by Pope Leo XIV.
· October 31st – Last day to drop off candy for Trunk or Treat Day at Sacred Heart.
GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
October 4, 2026 - Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time - Matthew 21:33-43
Have you ever felt like your attempts at prayer are a waste of time? I have. Early in my priesthood, I noticed that my prayer life was weakening. Awe and eager expectancy of contact with God had given way to routine. I gradually spent less and less time praying. Nothing dramatic had happened, but my attitude toward God had changed, and I was losing the desire to pray. 
Jesus’ parable of the insane vineyard tenants speaks into this kind of experience. He says the landowner “leased it to tenants and went on a journey” (Matthew 21:33). The key to this message is that the vineyard does not belong to those who work it — they are entrusted with it. But little by little, they view it as their possession, and ungrateful entitlement follows. The servants sent by the owner are treated as intrusions. Even the owner’s son becomes a means to their delusional self-will. The central tragedy is not violence but the forgetfulness that spawns it. They need reminding how lucky they are to be given so much. 
Eventually, God sent friends to remind me that my relationship with Him and my prayer time are not my possessions, but rather God’s tremendous gifts to me. Perhaps you are feeling discouraged for some reason or other these days in your walk with God. Ponder this parable and let it be a gentle reminder that you and I are fortunate stewards, and God is the generous giver. This allows us to rediscover the beauty of the vineyards in our lives and to remain energetic in cultivating his gifts. — Father John Muir
FINANCIAL SECTION:
OCTOBER HAS 4 SUNDAYS FOR THOSE THAT GIVE MONTHLY.
Our annual budget has increased by $15,000. FY26/27 budget is now $180,000 annually.
·        Our Monthly expenses are budgeted at $15,000 per month or $45,000 per quarter. 
Please make all checks payable to “Christ of the Desert” not Sacred Heart. 
Total monies collected to date: $51,082 or 28.37% of annual budget. Collection on Sunday September 27th was $1,181.
 *Monies collected each week reflect the Friday & Sunday Mass plus rental income from offices in the Courtyard, Weddings & Funerals.
This information is important for our community to understand where we are financially throughout the year.
Thanks for your continued generosity.
 See instructions at end of Bulletin for ways to continue giving via your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service.     
SUPPORT OUR PARISHIONERS IN THE SMALL BUSINESSES SECTION BELOW:
 If anyone wants to advertise their business in our Bulletin, send me your information.
Call Crys Mueller at 760 989 8732 if you are thinking about selling your house or condo?  I have been with BD Homes for the past 18 years.
John Maldonado is a Mortgage Loan Originator with First West Financial, Corp & a member of Christ of the Desert congregation.  
"Your Home Loan Made Simple" If you need assistance with any type of loan, I am here to help. For every loan that closes, I will make a donation to Christ of the Desert.
Contact: John A. Maldonado at jam@firstwestfinancial.com or call 760 636-8266. Mortgage Loan Originator, NMLS #1995783,WWW.firstwestfinancial.com
 JoAnne Thompson is a Notary Public, and a Notary Signing Agent, which means I can assist with Real Estate transactions. My business is Impress Mobile Notary. My number is 760-799-7858 or email me at impmobilenotary@aol.com. Please call me for all your Notary needs. 
Enedina Sutton, a Distributor of Nature Sunshine Products and a long-time parishioner. Has Herbal Supplements, all kinds of Vitamins, ointments, essential Oils, disinfectant products and much more. I do the business from home. I can be reached at 760-345-3754. I live in Sun City Palm Desert community.
CARPET EMPIRE FLOORING DESIGN CENTER: Call Mike Tomlinson at 760-485 2058 (direct) or the Store at 760-324-9797 Ext. 107 for all your flooring needs. You walk on Carpet Empire’s carpet each time you enter the Chapel.
SUNTECH CONSULTING & ROOFING, INC: Call Bill Fitzgerald at 760 275 4749 for all your roofing needs. SUNTECH provides roofing protection for Christ of the Desert.
THE POPE’S INTENTION FOR OCTOBER: For mental health ministry
Let us pray that the mental health ministry be established throughout the Church, helping to overcome the stigma and discrimination of persons with mental illnesses.
The Christ of the Desert “Bulletin” now appears on www.sacredheartpalmdesert.com website. Open the site and click on “church”, look down on the bottom left for Christ of the Desert. Open this site for the “bulletin” and other information about our community.
 CELEBRATION SECTION:
There will be an information providing sheet on the table near the Chapel exit/entrance area.
You can always email the information to me as well. You can sign up for any month NOW. I will keep a record of your special month and enter it when that month arrives.
WHO HAS A DATE IN OCTOBER & YOU WANT ME TO ADD TO THE NOTICES BELOW?
DISCLAIMER: If information below is incorrect, please let me know and I will correct the error.



 2026
OCTOBER: BIRTHDAY SECTION:
Nadine Black – October 1st
Amanda Velez – October 3rd
Susie Baker – October 8th
Betty Walbridge – October 8th
Frank Rizzo – October 12th
Connie Bannon – October 13th
Polly Reilly – October 22nd.
Pat Hogan – October – 24th
Kathy Stambaugh – October 27th
Noah McCoy – October 29th.

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS IN HEAVEN:
Bill Lee – October 10th   - Loved by all in the Parish.
Chici Rayo – October 11th
Robert Riley – October 26th. Husband of Maryanne.
Steve Kutura – October 29th

OCTOBER HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY SECTION:
J & Crys Mueller – October 9th ,1988

OCTOBER: REMEMBERING WEDDING ANNIVERSAY SECTION:
Max and Joyce Sosebee - October 4th, 1958

OCTOBER REMEMBRANCE SECTION: “May their souls rest in peace”, Amen
Jennifer McCoy, daughter of Sharon McCoy, passed away on October 1st.
Frances Dorniak. mother of Maryanne, passed away on October 3rd
William Reid, husband of Sandy Reid, passed away on October 3rd
Bill Mueller, father of J. Mueller, passed away on October 5th, 1988
Montana Lester, wife of Steve Lester passed away on October 7th    
Dan Ryan, husband of Kathy Ryan, passed away on October 15th
Ellie Shepard, long time member of our community, passed away on October 25th
Robert Riley, husband of Mary Ann Riley, passed away on October 30th 
Please provide Month, Date & Year & Relationship to family member being remembered.
 Christ of the Desert office hours: 760-346-0089
Office hours are from 9:30 to 1:30 Monday- Friday. Please call first to be sure Cindy is available. When Cindy is in the office, the office door is locked. Please ring the doorbell “to get her attention”.
ON GOING MESSAGE SECTION:
Please continue to consider supporting our community with the following options:
Mail your weekly or monthly offering to Christ of the Desert. All our regular mail goes to Sacred Heart so you would need to use that address. Make checks payable to Christ of the Desert.
CHRIST OF THE DESERT c/o. SACRED HEART CHURCH 43-775 DEEP CANYON ROAD, PALM DESERT, CA 92260.  Or, go to your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service. You can set up an automatic payment directly from there. If you have any trouble doing this or don’t have a computer, just call your bank and they can help you.
Please make sure that you tell the bank to make the check payable to Christ of the Desert but send the check to Sacred Heart’s address: 43775 Deep Canyon Rd.  Palm Desert, CA  92260


Jay Mueller

Stay Healthy! Do good work! Keep in touch!!!!

SHC & COD Finance Council Member
SHC & COD Parish Council Member
COD Remembrance Walk Coordinator
SHC Remembrance Square Coordinator
SHC East Valley Outreach Program Coordinator
CELL NUMBER: 760-777-3745
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