June 21st, 2026 - Issue #325 – 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!!!!!!!!
What is the true story behind Father’s Day?
The true story behind Father's Day is a mix of a solemn memorial service and a daughter's mission to honor a single father. It evolved slowly, facing heavy skepticism and accusations of being a retail gimmick before it was officially recognized as a US national holiday. The Old Farmer’s Almanac +2
The True Founder: Sonora Smart Dodd (1910)
The true driving force behind the holiday we know today was Sonora Smart Dodd from Spokane, Washington. In 1909, while listening to a Mother’s Day sermon, she wondered why there was no equivalent holiday for dads. Phoenix Flower Shops +2
1. Her Inspiration: Her father, William Jackson Smart, was a widowed Civil War veteran who single-handedly raised Sonora and her five siblings on a rural farm after their mother died in childbirth. 
1. The First Celebration: Dodd rallied local churches, the YMCA, and government officials to support her cause. The first statewide Father's Day was celebrated in Washington on June 19, 1910. Ruby Tuesday +2
Decades of Skepticism
While Mother's Day caught on quickly, Father's Day faced steep resistance for decades. 
1. Male Backlash: Many men scoffed at the holiday, feeling it attempted to "domesticate" their manliness with sentimental traditions like flowers. The Old Farmer’s Almanac
1. Commercialization: Others viewed it as a blatant corporate gimmick created by retailers to sell gifts, noting that families were being pressured to spend money on products usually paid for by the fathers themselves. The Old Farmer’s Almanac +1
1. The Parent's Day Movement: In the 1920s and 1930s, there was even a movement to abolish both Mother's Day and Father's Day in favor of a single "Parent's Day". Chase Oaks Church +1
How it Became Official
Retailers eventually capitalized on the day during the Great Depression and World War II to sell men's products and honor military troops. Public sentiment gradually shifted, leading to decades of presidential proclamations before the holiday was finally solidified: History by Mail +1
1. 1966: President Lyndon B. Johnson issued the first presidential proclamation establishing the third Sunday in June as Father's Day. Indiana Farm Bureau Insurance +1
1. 1972: President Richard Nixon signed it into law as a permanent, official national holiday. 

Father’s Day Collection for Retired Diocesan Priests June 21st, 2026 
Each year in June a collection is taken to assist the retirement of our local diocesan retired priests. On Father’s Day, we will be taking a special collection to continue assisting our Retired Priests in their long-term needs. Currently we have 26 priests who are retired. All of these priests have served in our parishes. Many are known to you and some still help our parishes by celebrating Masses on the weekends. With the increasing demand for retired priest care, this is our opportunity to reach out to those who within our own Diocese have spent their lives caring for our spiritual and sacramental needs. The purpose and outcome of this special 2026 Father’s Day Appeal will be to assist our retired diocesan priests in need, and to continue building our Endowment Fund to assist these Diocesan Priests in their long-term needs of ongoing health care, health insurance premiums, auto insurance premiums, housing, and inflationary costs. Your donations also assist our Retirees with emergency medical expenses. Your generosity in this important appeal is greatly appreciated by our Retirees. God bless you for your generosity and commitment and may God continue to bless our Retired Priests for their good and faithful service.

PAROCHIAL VICAR ASSIGNMENTS AT SACRED HEART:
Rev. Jonathan Garcia has been reassigned to Sacred Heart, Rancho Cucamonga.
Christ of the Desert will miss Father Jonathan. We have had the privilege, these past 3 years, to watch his growth as a Pastoral Minister to our community. We wish him all the best in his new assignment. Thank you Father Jonathan.
Rev. Carlos Flores has been assigned to Sacred Heart, Palm Desert.
Please join me in welcoming Father Carlos to our Community.
Both assignments are for 3 years, ending June 30th, 2029.
DDF REMINDER:
You can always donate at any time during the year. Each Sunday will have a collection basket available after Mass. You can also send us your donation at any time. Thanks for your support.
Our mailing address is “Christ of the Desert”: 43775 Deep Canyon Rd.  Palm Desert, CA  92260

PAVER ORDER FORMS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE BACK OF THE CHAPEL.
REMEMBRANCE WALK: 
Orders received after June 15th will not be installed until late September.
Several parishioners have asked me about ordering pavers honoring Father Connole. We have created a special section for your Remembrance Pavers. Father Coonole’s memorial pavers have been installed.
Forms are available from the Parish Office or back of the church. Each Paver is $100.
The “REMEMBRANCE WALK” IS LOCATED IS LOCATED TO THE RIGHT OF THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE CHAPEL.  If you are not sure what you want to say on the paver, let me assist you!!
No Ladies Guild luncheons until September. 
Special thanks to all that make this monthly gathering happen.
June Upcoming Events:
1. June 4TH is the monthly (Thursday) FIND Food Supplemental Food Distribution Program at 9:30AM.
1. June 7th is Corpus Christi Sunday.
1. June 10th is Bingo at Sacred Heart. 6PM to 9PM in the Salta Center.
1. June 13th is the K of C Monthly Drive - CRV recycling program at SHC. 7:30 to 11:30.
1. June 21st is Father’s Day.
1. June 21st is Father’s Day Collection for Retired Diocesan Priests. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE – Father John Muir
June 21, 2026 - 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Matthew 10:26-33
Jean Améry, a Holocaust survivor tortured by the Nazis, later wrote about the abyss of human evil. He described his reaction as an “indignant despair.” Haven’t we all, to some degree, felt that abyss opened beneath us? A sudden loss, a violent headline, a moment of loneliness or panic, when the world feels fragile and meaning seems to collapse? 
It is to this fear that Jesus speaks in today’s Gospel: “Do not be afraid of those who can kill the body.” (Matthew 10:28) He does not deny evil or pretend we will never suffer. Instead, He reframes the abyss: do not fear those who can kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Your life is seen, known, and counted by the Father. Even the hairs of your head, even the sparrow’s fall. 
This is no superficial comfort. Jesus himself has entered the abyss: suffering, death, even our sense of forsakenness, and he has come through it. That is why his words, “Do not be afraid,” hold such weight. They do not erase the abyss but build a bridge across it. 
Faith is not pretending everything is fine. It is staring into the abyss and still choosing trust. And in that trust, we discover we are never alone. Christ stands with us, and the Father’s care surrounds us. That is the only comfort deep enough for our (often fearful) hearts. — Father John Muir
FINANCIAL SECTION:
JUNE HAS 4 SUNDAYS FOR THOSE THAT GIVE MONTHLY.
Please make all checks payable to “Christ of the Desert” not Sacred Heart. 
Total monies collected to date: $211,427 or 128.1% of annual budget. Collection on Sunday June 14th was $1,617.

*Monies collected each week reflect the Friday & Sunday Mass plus rental income from offices in the Courtyard, Weddings & Funerals.
This information is important for our community to understand where we are financially throughout the year.
·        Our Monthly expenses are budgeted at $13,750 per month or $41,250 per quarter. $165,000 annually.
Thanks for your continued generosity.
See instructions at end of Bulletin for ways to continue giving via your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service.     
SUPPORT OUR PARISHIONERS IN THE SMALL BUSINESSES SECTION BELOW:
 If anyone wants to advertise their business in our Bulletin, send me your information.
Call Crys Mueller at 760 989 8732 if you are thinking about selling your house or condo?  I have been with BD Homes for the past 18 years.
John Maldonado is a Mortgage Loan Originator with First West Financial, Corp & a member of Christ of the Desert congregation.  
"Your Home Loan Made Simple" If you need assistance with any type of loan, I am here to help. For every loan that closes, I will make a donation to Christ of the Desert.
Contact: John A. Maldonado at jam@firstwestfinancial.com or call 760 636-8266. Mortgage Loan Originator, NMLS #1995783,WWW.firstwestfinancial.com
 JoAnne Thompson is a Notary Public, and a Notary Signing Agent, which means I can assist with Real Estate transactions. My business is Impress Mobile Notary. My number is 760-799-7858 or email me at impmobilenotary@aol.com. Please call me for all your Notary needs. 
 Enedina Sutton, a Distributor of Nature Sunshine Products and a long-time parishioner. Has Herbal Supplements, all kinds of Vitamins, ointments, essential Oils, disinfectant products and much more. I do the business from home. I can be reached at 760-345-3754. I live in Sun City Palm Desert community.
CARPET EMPIRE FLOORING DESIGN CENTER: Call Mike Tomlinson at 760-485 2058 (direct) or the Store at 760-324-9797 Ext. 107 for all your flooring needs. You walk on Carpet Empire’s carpet each time you enter the Chapel.
SUNTECH CONSULTING & ROOFING, INC: Call Bill Fitzgerald at 760 275 4749 for all your roofing needs. SUNTECH provides roofing protection for Christ of the Desert.

Pope’s monthly intentions for 2026:  JUNE: For the values of sports.
Let us pray that sports be an instrument of peace, encounter, and dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they promote values such as respect, solidarity, and personal growth.

 
The Christ of the Desert “Bulletin” now appears on www.sacredheartpalmdesert.com website. Open the site and click on “church”, look down on the bottom left for Christ of the Desert. Open this site for the “bulletin” and other information about our community.
 CELEBRATION SECTION:
There will be an information providing sheet on the table near the Chapel exit/entrance area.
You can always email the information to me as well. 
You can sign up for any month NOW. I will keep a record of your special month and enter it when that month arrives.
WHO HAS A DATE IN JUNE & YOU WANT ME TO ADD TO THE NOTICES BELOW?
DISCLAIMER: If information below is incorrect, please let me know and I will correct the error.

2026
JUNE BIRTHDAY SECTION:
Steve Lester has a birthday on June 1st.
Maureen Caron has a birthday on June 4th.
Crys Mueller has a birthday June 6th.
Jan McCoy has a birthday on June 6th.
John Kurnik has a birthday on June 9th.
Marlene Evans has a birthday June 9th.
Sharon Curran has a birthday on June 16th.
Lois Hickey has a birthday on June 17th.
Pamela Lieb has a birthday on June 20th.
Paulette Quaid has a birthday on June 23rd
Tom Lieb has a birthday on June 28th.
Jan Seiden has a birthday on June 28th.
JUNE BIRTHDAYS IN HEAVEN:
Marie Hopkins – June 3rd - Mother of Roseanne Brauntz.
John Olsen – June 2nd – Husband of Linda Olsen.
JUNE HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY SECTION:
Carol & Chris Anderson – June 6th.
Frank & Wanda Rizzo – June 16th.
Howard & Sandra Lincoln – June 16th.
Mary Ann and Frank Xavier - June 17th . 
JUNE REMEMBERING WEDDING ANNIVERSARY SECTION:
Arnold & Jackie Capitanelli – June 30th Parents of the Capitanelli children.
JUNE REMEMBRANCE SECTION: “May their souls rest in peace”, Amen
John Evans, husband of Carol Lee, passed away on June 4th, 2023.
Please provide Month, Date & Year & Relationship to family member being remembered.
 Christ of the Desert office hours: 760-346-0089
Office hours are from 9:30 to 1:30 Monday- Friday. Please call first to be sure Cindy is available. When Cindy is in the office, the office door is locked. Please ring the doorbell “to get her attention”.
ON GOING MESSAGE SECTION:
Please continue to consider supporting our community with the following options:
Mail your weekly or monthly offering to Christ of the Desert. All our regular mail goes to Sacred Heart so you would need to use that address. Make checks payable to Christ of the Desert.
CHRIST OF THE DESERT c/o.
SACRED HEART CHURCH 43-775 DEEP CANYON ROAD, PALM DESERT, CA 92260.
Or, go to your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service. You can set up an automatic payment directly from there. If you have any trouble doing this or don’t have a computer, just call your bank and they can help you.
Please make sure that you tell the bank to make the check payable to Christ of the Desert but send the check to Sacred Heart’s address: 43775 Deep Canyon Rd.  Palm Desert, CA  92260
Jay Mueller

Stay Healthy! Do good work! Keep in touch!!!!

SHC & COD Finance Council Member
SHC & COD Parish Council Member
COD Remembrance Walk Coordinator
SHC Remembrance Square Coordinator
SHC East Valley Outreach Program Coordinator
CELL NUMBER: 760-777-3745

