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Purpose of the Comprehensive School Safety Plan (CSSP)

Sections 32280-32288 of the California Education Code outline the requirements of all schools operating any
kindergarten and any grades 1 to 12, inclusive, to write and develop a Comprehensive School Safety Plan relevant to the
needs and resources of that particular school.

It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting the provisions to support California public schools as they develop their
mandated Comprehensive School Safety Plans that are the result of a systematic planning process, that include
strategies aimed at the prevention of, and education about, potential incidents involving crime and violence on school
campuses. Comprehensive School Safety Plans are required under SB 719 & AB 115 and must contain the following
elements:

= Assessment of school crime committed on school campuses and at school-related functions
= Child abuse reporting procedures

* Disaster procedures

= Suspension and expulsion policies

* Procedures to notify teachers of dangerous pupils

¢ Discrimination and harassment policies

¢ School wide dress code policies

* Procedures for safe ingress and egress

¢ Policies enacted to maintain a safe and orderly environment
¢ Rules and procedures on school discipline

¢ Hate crime reporting procedures

The Comprehensive School Safety Plan will be reviewed and updated by March 1st every year. In July of every year, the
school will report on the status of its school safety plan including a description of its key elements in the annual School
Accountability Report Card (SARC).

A copy of the Comprehensive School Safety Plan Public Version - Part | is available for review at the Happy Valley
Elementary School office, and online at www.hvesd.com.



Plan Development and Approval

The Happy Valley Elementary School Comprehensive School Safety Plan has been developed by:

School Site Council

X School Safety Planning Committee

Which includes the following members:

Name

Membership Role

Michelle Stewart, Superintendent/Principal

Principal or Principal’s Designee

Carey Ruwe

Teacher from Happy Valley Elementary School

Carly Cross, Parent

Current Parent whose child attends HVS /Law
Enforcement

e—

|
| Donna Walker

Classified Employee

Bryan Wall, Deputy Superintendent Safety

County Office Of Education Representative

Erin-Collins, Fire Marshall

Scotts Valley Fire Protection Representative

Key Dates of Pian Development and Approval Date(s)

Meeting with representative of law enforcement agency to develop the Plan 2/5/2026

and express opinions about the Plan

Meeting at the school site to allow members of the public the opportunity to review 2/11/2026

School Site Council approval of the Plan

02/06/2026

School District Board approval of the Plan

02/11/2026

Submission to Santa Cruz County Office of Education for audit review 02/12/2026




Current Status of Schooi Crime
This section presents data that will be analyzed to assess the current status of school crime committed on the Happy
Valley Elementary School campus and at school-related functions. Data presented include:

Findings from the analysis of the data presented above include:

There is no crime or crime reports from Happy Valley




School Safety Strategies and Programs

Happy Valley Elementary School is committed to school safety for all students, staff, and visitors. Many strategies and
programs provide and maintain a high level of school safety.

Schoaol Vision/Mission Statement

Our Mission

Happy Valley School's Mission is to educate the whole child in a small, safe, community supported school that provides a
solid foundation to achieve academic, social, and emotional success.

Our Vision
Happy Valley will be a place where all students will be prepared for academic, social, and emotionai success for the next
stages of life and school.

Our Core Values

Provide an exceptional education with high expectations
Value honesty and integrity

Engage our diverse community

Cultivate aware and involved citizens

Recruit, retain and support high quality staff

Honar students as individuals with a focus on the whole child
Foster a small school environment

Provide a safe place both academically and emotionally
Create a growth mindset

Providing a safe learning environment is a priority for staff, parents, students, and school community members. Happy
Valley Elementary School prepares students to be self-disciplined and responsible citizens who can meet the challenge
of living in an ethnically and socio-economically diverse community. Happy Valley Elementary School promotes caring
and nurturing relationships and work cooperatively with parents, students, law enforcement representatives, and other
community agencies. Happy Valley Elementary School stresses prevention of violence on campus and prepares students
to handle conflict, anger, and other threats to safety.

Programs are implemented to prevent drug, alcohol, and tobacco use. The Happy Valley Elementary School discipline
policy provides students with behavior guidelines that are aligned to the California Education Code and district policies.
School-wide rules, classroom rules, the dress code, and consequences for rule infractions provide students with clear
expectations for behavior. The focus is to reduce barriers to learning as well as to build protective factors leading to
student success, both academically and socially.

Intervention and prevention programs focus on positive youth development. Happy Valley Elementary School
implements programs to create a positive school climate and promote social-emotional learning using research-based
strategies. Happy Valley Elementary School implements multi-tiered systems of support/response to intervention for
students that promote high expectations, maintain student engagement in school, and provide systems for student
suCcess.

Strategies and programs unigue to Happy Valley Elementary School that provide a safe learning environment for all
students, including specifically for LGBTQ students.
PeaceBuilders, Sanford Harmony Social Emotional Program.



Child Abuse Reporting Procedures

(EC 35294.2 [a] [2]; PC 11166)

All school staff members actively monitor the safety and welfare of all students. Staff members understand their
responsibility as child-care custodians and will immediately report all cases of known and suspected child abuse
pursuant to Penal Code Section 11166. District employees who are mandated reporters, as defined by law and
administrative regulation, are obligated to report all known or suspected incidents of child abuse and neglect.

Penal Code 11166. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (d), and in Section 11166.05, a mandated reporter shall make a
report to an agency specified in Section 11165.9 whenever the mandated reporter, in his or her professional capacity or
within the scope of his or her employment, has knowledge of or observes a child whom the mandated reporter knows or
reasonably suspects has been the victim of child abuse or neglect. The mandated reporter shall make an initial report by
telephone to the agency immediately or as soon as is practicably possible, and shall prepare and send, fax, or
electronically transmit a written follow up report within 36 hours of receiving the information concerning the incident.
The mandated reporter may include with the report any non-privileged documentary evidence the mandated reporter
possesses relating to the incident.

Plans are also completed to assure ongoing monitoring of the student. School staff work closely with police and Child
Protective Services with follow up actions as needed. Considerable effort is made to maintain the confidentiality of the
student and employee in all cases of child abuse reporting. Copies of all written reports are maintained in a confidential
file in the principal’s office. Board Policy 5141.4 addresses Child Abuse Prevention and Reporting and is included in the
Appendix of the Comprehensive School Safety Plan.

Staff is trained on a yearly basis regarding Child Abuse Reporting.



Emergency/Disaster Preparedness Training Schedule

Happy Valley Elementary School will provide all students and staff with emergency/disaster preparedness training in a
variety of procedures according to the following schedule:

Training Date(s)

Earthquake Emergency Procedures 9/17/2025, 11/19/2025, 2/19/2026, 04/23/2026

08/28/2025, 09/17/2025, 10/16/2025, 12/18/2025, 01/23/2026,
02/19/2026, 03/24/2026, 04/23/2026, 05/13/2026

Evacuation/ Fire Procedures

Reverse Evacuation Procedures 2/11/2026
Hall Check Procedures 10/16/2025
Lockdown Procedures 01/9/2026

Procedures for Emergency Use by Public Agency — BP 3516

As documented in Board Policy 3516, public agencies, including the American Red Cross, have permission to use school
buildings, grounds, and equipment for mass care and welfare shelters during disasters or other emergencies affecting
the public health and welfare. The Board will cooperate with such agencies in furnishing and maintaining whatever
services they deem necessary to meet the community's needs. Board Policy 3516 is included in the Appendix.

Happy Valley has been used as an evacuation site before and will be of assistance if needed in the future.

Suspension/Expulsion Policies — BP 5144.1

As documented in Board Policy 5144.1, the school desires to provide students access to educational opportunities in an
orderly school environment that protects their safety and security, ensures their welfare and well-being, and promotes
their learning and development. Rules and regulations set the standards of behavior expected of students and the
disciplinary processes and procedures for addressing violations of those standards, including suspension and/or
expulsion. Board Policy 5144.1 is included in the Appendix.

There have been 0 expulsions in the history of Happy Valley and there have been 5 suspensions in five years.

Procedures to Notify Teachers of Dangerous Pupils — BP 5148

As documented in Board Policy 5148, the Superintendent or designee shall ensure that employees are informed, in
accordance with law, regarding crimes and offenses by students who may pose a danger in the classroom. Board Policy
5148 is included in the Appendix.

Nondiscrimination/Harassment Policy — BP 5145.3

As documented in Board Policy 5145.3, the Board of Education desires to provide a safe school environment that allows
all students equal access and opportunities in the district's academic and other educational support programs, services,
and activities. The Board prohibits, at any district schoo! or school activity, unlawful discrimination, including
discriminatory harassment, intimidation, and/or bullying of any student, based on actual or perceived characteristics of
race or ethnicity, color, nationality, national origin, ethnic group identification, age, religion, physical or mental disability,
sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, gender expression, or any other characteristic identified in Education



Code 200 or 220, Penal Code 422.55, or Government Code 11135, or based on association with a person or group with
one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics. Board Policy 5145.3 is included in the Appendix.

Strategies and programs unique to Happy Valley Elementary School that provide a safe school environment for all
students, including specifically for LGBTQ students.

There is information in the Parent Handbook regarding bullying and harassment. Student leadership includes Student
Council, the Peace Patrol who support students at recess, and the Green Team.

Dress Code — BP 5132

As documented in Board Policy 5132, the Board of Education believes that appropriate dress and grooming contribute to
a productive learning environment. The Board expects students to give proper attention to personal cleanliness and to
wear clothes that are suitable for the school activities in which they participate. Students' clothing must not present a
health or safety hazard or a distraction which would interfere with the educational process. Students are prohibited
from wearing gang-related apparel when there is evidence of a gang presence that disrupts or threatens to disrupt the
school's activities. Board Policy 5132 is included in the Appendix.

Students follow the dress code that is outlined in the Parent/ Student Handbook.

Rules and Procedures for School Discipline - BP 5144

As documented in Board Policy 5144, the Board of Education is committed to providing a safe, supportive, and positive
school environment which is conducive to student learning and to preparing students for responsible citizenship by
fostering self-discipline and personal responsibility. The Board believes that high expectations for student behavior, use
of effective school and classroom management strategies, provision of appropriate intervention, provision of
appropriate intervention and support, and parent involvement can minimize the need for disciplinary measures that
exclude students from instruction as a means for correcting student misbehavior.

Code of Conduct and Procedures and Rules are outlined in the Parent Student Handbook as well as reviewed by the
classroom teachers and reviewed at Back to School Night

Consultation, Cooperation and Coordination with other School Site Councils or School Safety Plan Committees

Describe collaboration with other schools in the development of the Comprehensive School Safety Plan OR delete this
section.

Happy Valley works with The Santa Cruz County Office of Education.

Bullying Prevention — BP 5131.2

As documented in Board Policy 5131.2, the Board of Education is committed to creating a safe learning and working
environment for all students and employees. The Board of Education recognizes the harmful effects of bullying on
student learning and school attendance and desires to provide safe school environments that protect students from
physical and emotional harm. District employees shall establish student safety as a high priority and shall not tolerate
bullying of any student.
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No student or groups of students shall, through physical, written, verbal, or other means, harass, sexually harass,
threaten, intimidate, cyberbully, cause bodily injury to, or commit hate violence against any other student or school
personnel. Board Policy 5131.2 is included in the Appendix.

Strategies and programs unigue to Happy Valley Elementary School that prevent bullying for all students, including
specifically for LGBTQ students.
PeaceBuilders and Sanford Harmony Social Emotional Program

Positive School Climate — BP 5137

As documented in Board Palicy 5137, the Board of Education desires to enhance student learning by providing an
orderly, caring, and nurturing educational and social environment in which all students can feel safe and take pride in
their school and their achievements. The school environment should be characterized by positive interpersonal
relationships among students and between students and staff.

The district’s curriculum shall include age-appropriate character education which includes, but is not limited to, the
principles of equality, human dignity, mutual respect, fairness, honesty, and citizenship. The Superintendent or designee
may develop other strategies to enhance students’ feelings of connectedness with the schools, such as campus
beautification projects, graffiti removal, development of extracurricular activities and after-school programs, pairing of
adult mentors with individual students, recognition of student achievement, and encouragement of strong family and
community involvement in the schools. Beard Policy 5137 is included in the Appendix.

Sanford Harmony Social Emotional program was implemented at Happy Valley in 2017. Since that time, we have
implemented PeaceBuilders program that is used in class each and every day. Students read a pledge in their
classrooms each day about how they can be a peace builder. There are peace paths in each classroom that children can
navigate if they get into conflicts. There is a peace bench on the play ground where a child can sit if they need a friend
or help.

Describe strategies and programs that this school uses to promote a positive school climate here:

Teachers were trained in the PeaceBuilders program. There are several themes that the teachers teach in class and
then reinforce on the playground and at monthly assemblies. The themes are: Praise People, Give up put-downs, Seek
Wise People, Notice Hurts, Right Wrongs, Help others, There is also a focused characteristic each month.

Describe roles and responsibilities of mental health professionals, school counselors, and school resource officers in
these strategies and programs, if applicable.

Happy Valley does not have any of the above mentioned personnel. Happy Valley contracts with a Mental Health
counselor. In 2025-2026 there is a counseling intern that supports the SEL curriculum.

Strategies and programs unigue to Happy Valley Elementary School that create a positive school climate for all students,
including specifically for LGBTQ students.

PeaceBuilders, Sanford Harmony
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Uniform Complaint Procedure — BP 1312.3

As documented in Board Policy 5137, the Board of Education recognizes that the district has the primary responsibility
to ensure compliance with applicable state and federal laws and regulations governing educational programs. The Board
encourages early resolution of complaints whenever possible. To resolve complaints which may require a more formal
process, the Board adopts the uniform system of complaint processes specified in 5 CCR 4600-4670 and the
accompanying administrative regulation. Board Policy 1312.3 is included in the Appendix.

Strategies and programs unique to Happy Valley Elementary School that encourage early resolution of complaints for all
students, including specifically for LGBTQ students.

Peacebuilders, Sanford Harmony, Code of Conduct and rules and procedures. Also, Ed. code 48900

Protocols to Address Mental Health Care of Pupils Who Have Witnessed a Violent Act

Pupils who have witnessed a violent act at school or at a school-sponsored activity, while going to or coming from school
or a school sponsored activity, or during a lunch period on or off campus, will need attention to address their mental
health. Witnessing violence and being a victim of violence at school have been found both positively and significantly
associated with child psychological trauma symptoms and self-reported violent behavior, even after controlling for the
effects of various demographic factors. Serious emotional and behavioral consequences can occur for students who are
merely witnesses to violence (Flannery, D. 1., Wester, K. L., & Singer, M. |, 2004).

Describe protocols for reporting incidents and referring students for mental health care

Students who are experiencing mental health or social issues are referred to our Happy Valley Administrator and/or
our Mental Health counselor.

Procedures for Safe Ingress and Egress of Pupils, Parents, and Schocl Employees te and from school

In an effort to assure the safety and welfare of students, parents, and visitors to Happy Valley Elementary School, the
following procedures should be followed when traveling to and from the school site:

s  Daily Bus Drop-off & Pick-up at School:
s  Students Walking to School:
s Students and Adults visiting the school site after hours or on weekends:

There are very few students who bike or walk to school; some are accompanied by their parents. Parents drive their
children to school in private cars as Happy Valley school is in a rural area. There is no bus transportation. There is a gate
that automatically closes at dusk, preventing cars from accessing the campus after hours.

Standard Command Response for Schools Protocol
Purpose of ISCRS:

¢ Standardizes and shares a common group of clear, initial responses applicable to a broad variety of K-12 school
environments.
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e Provides four {4) limited and unambiguous protocols in a standardized framework which each school, school
district, and surrounding community can easily incorporate into their respective school and/or jurisdictional
Emergency Operations Plans (EOP}.

e Offers distinct operational procedure(s) that may he enacted in series or succession.

®  Accounts for the “in Loco Parentis” responsibilities of school staff, i.e., the legal and ethical responsibility to
“stand in the place of the parents” for a child.

e Acknowledges the mobile nature of modern education and student populations.
o  Allows for sustainability by providing free training and materials.

¢ Draws from familiar procedures (examples: Run/Hide/Fight, Avoid/Deny/Defend, CRASE etc), existing
training/experience, and prevalent lessons learned from past school-related emergencies.

e Strengthens partnerships among school communities and first responders to build and enhance a culture of
safety and preparedness.
e NOTE: ISCRS has been designed for schools and doesn’t impact or alter police/fire response.

Santa Cruz Standard Command Response for Schools Protocol:

The approach to training schools on the Santa Cruz Standard Command Responses for Schools focuses on training for

administrators, teachers and students for the IMMEDIATE response to a threat and/or hazard. The command responses

can be enacted in series or succession. The command responses focus on the following:

EVACUATION
o Removing students and staff from dangerous situations inside a building.
o Staff are expected to be aware of their surroundings and make decisions based on active awareness of
circumstances
o Movement must be safe, controlled and intentional.

REVERSE EVACUATION
o Removing students and staff from dangerous situations outside a building.
o This command response can be used for the following: Dangers on the playground or outside, Law
enforcement activity or other emergencies.
o Instituted at the discretion of the principal/designee for any situation that poses a threat to the life safety of
students, staff or visitors.

HALLCHECK
o Detecting and protecting from potential threats or other emergencies while continuing instruction
o Procedure for responding to lower level threat/emergencies inside a school o Focus on a high level of active
awareness
o Examples of when this command response would be used:
Disruptive person,
unknown person on campus,
out of control student,
medical issue or
Any other unknown situation in and/or around a school building.

13



LOCKDOWN - MOVE/SECURE/DEFEND
o Procedures for staff and students to respond to an imminent threat or active violence inside a school.
o Options based approach that allows each individual to process information and make a decision.

Move-Secure-Defend — Quick Reference

The Move-Secure-Defend model describes protective actions taken by teachers and staff (school stakeholders) to keep
students safe while executing a Lockdown protocol. The Move-Secure-Defend model is an aptions-based approach.
Teachers and staff are entrusted to act in the safest manner for themselves and their students. They are authorized to
adapt based on situational awareness (active awareness). Situational Awareness is the use of your senses — stop, look,
listen, smell, and feel, in order to gather information and then act as warranted (informed decisions).

Move- Move away from danger to a place of safety using intentional movements.

¢ Have a specific safe location as the goal of your movement.

¢ Move with intention and purpose from transition point to transition point {e.g., classroom to doorway, doorway
to hall intersection, etc.).

* Stop at each transition point and reassess — proceed if reasonable, adapt if necessary. Safety, not speed, is the
goal.

Secure- Secure spaces quickly and completely with an emphasis on preventing entry. Note: securing your space
generally is the safest option.

¢ School staff will secure classrooms by locking the door and may include barricading the entrance.

¢ Once secured, occupants of the room may be moved to designated safe areas in the room away from views

from interior hallways and windows.

¢ QOccupants of a classroom should look for cover (preferred) or concealment. Cover is behind something that can

stop bullets. In addition to concealing you, it provides protection from being shot. Concealment is being behind
something that prevents a bad guy from seeing you but won't stop bullets. You can’t be seen, but you are still
vulnerable.

¢ Close interior window coverings, if practicable and safe.

e Ifin a common space move to available securable space and secure it.

» If securable space is not readily available, move with students out of the building to the predesignated off-site

location.

e If outside the building, at the initiation of a lockdown, move to the predetermined offsite location.

* Do not open secured doors until it is opened by responders or the designated all clear signal has been given.
Defend- Defend aggressively as your life may depend on it. Defense should be the last available option, but once started
incapacitation of the shooter is the goal. Use pre-planned or improvised weapons to assist in the defense of yourself or
others, e.g., a bat, golf club, fire extinguisher, etc.

Instructional Continuity Plan

“an instructional continuity plan to establish communication with pupils and their families and provide instruction to
pupils when in-person instruction is disrupted due to an emergency.... The plan shall include alf the following:
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(i) Procedures for pupil engagement, as soon as practicable, and no later than five calendar days following the
emergency. Procedures shall be designed to establish two-way communication with pupils and their families and identify
and provide support for pupils’ social-emotional, mental health, and academic needs.

As s00n as possible and within five days following an emergency, Happy Valley will communicate with families and
students through various modes of communication. We will have district/countywide communication come from our
superintendent or designee, who will emailfsend through our communication application. This countywide
communication will cover updates regarding the emergency and available student and family support offered
throughout the county. Specifically, these communications will include any necessary details

regarding shelter, food banks, and mental health resources. We will reach gut directly to students and families to
establish two way communication to ensure all families are connected to school and aware of the communication and
resources being offered countywide.

Through this communication, school teams will establish a feasible mode of academic engagement during this time.

(ii) A plan to provide access to in-person instruction or remote instruction pursuant to Sections 51747 and 51748.5, as
soon as practicable, but no later than 10 instructional days following the emergency. The plan may include support to
pupils and families to enroll in or be temporarily reassigned to another school district, county office of education, or
charter school.”

In-person or Remote Instruction:

As soon as possible and within 10 instructional days, students and families will have access to either in-person or remote
instruction. We have prepared independent studies/remote instruction packets both online or paper-based that can be
tailored for individual students. Families will have the opportunity to participate in in-person instruction at school if
possible. Qur Resource Teachers will also check in with their students and provide support for students with IEPs. Every
effort will be made to continue special education services during emergencies. During this time both district/countywide
and site-based communication outlined above will continue.

Adaptations for Students with Disabilities

Classrooms have an aide in the room for 3.75 hours a day and they will assist a student with disabilities as needed.
Students with disabilities will also be assigned a buddy who can assist with evacuation and help with supporting the
student if needed. There may be specific students with 1:1 aides.

Opioid Prevention and Life-Saving Response Procedures

Narcan is available in the office if needed.

Response Procedures for Dangerous, Violent, or Unlawful Activity

This is covered in the Comprehensive School Safety Plan Part Il, Internal Components.



Procedures for Immigration Enforcement Notification
(Education Code § 32282, as amended by 5B 98, Chapter 124, Statutes of 2024)

In accordance with Education Code § 32282, as amended by Senate Bill 98 (2024), this Comprehensive School Safety
Plan includes procedures for notifying parents/guardians, teachers, school staff, and members of the school community
when immigration enforcement is confirmed to be present on the school campus.

Notification Procedures:

1. Confirmation of Presence
Immigration enforcement is considered “confirmed” when school administration has verified, through
direct observation or reliable communication, the physical presence of immigration enforcement
officers on school grounds.
2. Timely Notification
Upon confirmation, the Principal or designee will initiate immediate notification to:
s Parents/guardians of enrolled students
e All certificated and classified staff
= Relevant school community members (e.g., PTA, advisory councils)
Notification will occur using existing emergency communication systems (phone, text, email, and/or
automated messaging).
3. Content of Notification
o The notification will include:
*  The date and time of the confirmed presence
= The location on or near campus
= General nature of the enforcement activity, if known
= A statement affirming the school’s commitment to maintaining a safe and supportive
environment for al! students and families
4. Confidentiality and Rights
= Notifications will not disclose personally identifiable information about students or families.
o Staff will be reminded of their obligations under state law and district policy regarding student privacy
and the prohibition of discrimination or harassment.
5. Staff Training
Annual staff training will include procedures for identifying, confirming, and reporting the presence of
immigration enforcement, as well as guidelines for communicating with students and families in a
trauma-informed manner.
6. Review and Update
o These procedures will be reviewed annually with the School Safety Planning Committee and updated as
needed.
o This section of the CSSP will remain operative until January 1, 2031, consistent with the statutory sunset
date.
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Policy 5141.4: Child Abuse Prevention And Reporting Status ADOPTED
Original Adopted Date: 03/11/2015 | Last Revised Date: 10/08/2025 | Last Raviewed Date: 10/08/2025

The Governing Board is committed to supporting the safety and well-being of district students and desires to
facilitate the prevention of and response to child abuse and neglect. The Superintendent or designee shall develop
and implement strategies for preventing, recognizing, and promptly reporting known or suspected child abuse and
neglect.

The Superintendent or designee may provide a student who Is a victim of abuse with school-based mental health
services or other support services and/or may refer the student to resources available within the community as
needed.

Child Abuse Prevention

The district’s instructional program may provide age-appropriate and culturally sensitive child abuse prevention
curriculum which explains students' right to live free of abuse, includes instruction in the skills and techniques
needed to identify unsafe situations and react appropriately and promptly, informs students of available suppart
resources, and teaches students how to obtain help and disclose incidents of abuse.

The district's program also may include age-appropriate instruction in sexual abuse and sexual assault awareness and
prevention, Upon written request of a student’s parent/guardian, the student shall be excused from taking such
instruction. (Education Code 51%900.4)

The Superintendent or designee may display posters, in areas on campus where students frequently congregate,
notifying students of the appropriate telephone number to call to report child abuse or neglect. (Education Code
33133.5)

In addition, student identification cards for students in grades 7-12 shall Include the National Domestic Violence
Hotline telephone number. [Education Code 215.5}

The Superintendent or designee shall, to the extent feasible, seek to incorporate community resources into the
district’s child abuse prevention programs and may use these resources to provide parents/guardians with instruction
in parenting skills and child abuse prevention,

Child Abuse Reporting

The Superintendent or designee shall establish procedures for the identification and reporting of known and
suspected child abuse and neglect in accordance with law.

Procedures for reporting child abuse, as specified in Penal Code 11184-11174.3, shall be included in the district
and/or school comprehensive safety plan, (Education Code 32282)

District employees who are mandated reporters, as defined by law and administrative regulation, are obligated to
report all known or suspected incidents of child abuse and neglect.

The Superintendent or designee shall provide training regarding the dutles of mandated reporters as required by law
and as specified in the accompanying administrative regulation. {Education Code 44691; Penal Code 11165.7)
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Policy 3516: Emergencies And Disaster Preparedness Plan Status: ADOPTED
Original Adopted Date: 06/20/2018 | Last Revised Date; 05/08/2024 | Last Reviewed Date: 05/08/2024

The Governing Board recognizes that all district staff and students must be prepared to respond guickly and
responsibly to emergencies, disasters, and threats of disaster. The district shall take all reasonable steps to prevent
and/or mitigate the impact of a disaster on district students, staff, and schools.

The Superintendent or designee shall develop and maintain a disaster preparedness plan which contains routine and
emergency disaster procedures, including, but not limited to, earthquake emergency procedures, and adaptations for
individuals with disabilities in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the federal Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act, and Section 504 of the federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Such procedures shall be
incorporated into the comprehensive school safety plan. (Education Code 32282)

In developing the disaster preparedness plan, the Superintendent or designee shall involve district staff at all levels,
including administrators, schoo! psychologists, counselors, school nurses, teachers, and classified employees. As
appropriate, the Superintendent shall also collaborate with law enforcement, fire safety officials, emergency medical
services, health and mental health professionals, parents/guardians, and students.

The plan shall comply with state-approved Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS) guidelines
established for multiple-jurisdiction ar multiple-agency operations and with the National Incident Management
System,

The Superintendent or designee shall provide training to employees regarding their responsibilities, including periodic
driils and exercises to test and refine staff's responsiveness in the event of an emergency.

The Board shall grant the use of school buildings, grounds. and equipment to public agencies, including the American
Red Cross, for mass care and welfare shelters during disasters or other emergencies affecting the public health and
welfare. The Board shalt cooperate with such agencies in furnishing and maintaining whatever services the district
may deem necessary to meet the community's needs. (Education Code 32282)

District employees are considered disaster service workers and are subject to disaster service activities assigned to
them. {Government Code 3100)
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Policy 5144.1: Suspension And Bxpulsion/Due Process Status: ADOPTED
Oviginal Adopted Date: 11/14/2018 | Last Revised Date: 10/09/2024 | Last Reviewed Date: 10/09/2024
The Governing Board desires to provide district students access to educational opportunities in an orderly school
environment that protects their safety and security, ensures their welfare and well-being, and promotes their
learning and development. The Board shalt develop rules and regulations setting the standards of behavior expected

of district students and the disciplinary processes and procedures for addressing violations of those standards,
including suspension and/or expulsion,

The grounds for suspension and expulsion and the pracedures for considering, recommending, and/or implementing
suspension and expulsion shall be only those specified in law, in this policy, and in the accompanying administrative
regulation.

Except when otherwise permitted by law, a student may be suspended or expelled anly when the behavior is related
to a school activity or schoal attendance occurring within any district school or another school district, regardless of
when it occurs, including, but not limited to, the following: (Education Code 48900is))

1. While on school grounds

2. While going to or coming from school

3. During the lunch period, whether on or off the school campus

4. During, going to, or coming from a school-sponsored activity

District staff shall enforce the rules concerning suspension and expulsion of students fairly, consistently, equally, and
in accordance with the district's nondiscrimination policies.

Appropriate Use of Suspension Authority

Except when a student's act violates Education Code 4B90C(a)-(e), as listed in Items #1-5 under “Grounds for
Suspension and Expulsion: Grades K-12" of the accompanying administrative regulation, or when the student's
presence causes a danger to others, suspension shall be used only when other means of correction have failed to
bring about proper conduct. (Education Code 48900.5, 48900.6)

A student’s parents/guardians shall be notified as soon as possible when there is an escalating pattern of misbehavior
that could lead to on-campus or off-campus suspension.

No student may be suspended for disruption or willful defiance, except by a teacher pursuant te Education Code
48910. {Education Code 48%00)

Students shall not be suspended or expeiled based solely on a student’s truancy, tardiness, or absenteeism from
assigned school activities. (Education Code 48900)

On-Campus Suspension

To ensure the proper supervision and ongoing learning of students who are suspended for any of the reasons
enumerated in Education Code 48900 and 48900.2, but who pose no imminent danger or threat to anyone at school
and for whom expulsion proceedings have not been initiated, the Superintendent or designee shall establish a
supervised suspension classroom program which meets the requirements of law.

Except where a supervised suspension is permitted by law for a student's first offense, supervised suspension shall
be imposed only when other means of correction have failed to bring about proper conduct. (Education Code
48900.5}

Authority to Expel

A student may be expelled only by the Board. (Education Code 48918())

As required by law, the Superintendent or principal shall recommend expulsion and the Board shall expel any student



found to have committed any of the following “mandatory recommendation and mandatory expulsion” acts at school
or at a schoal activity off school grounds: (Education Code 48%15)

1. Possessing a firearm which is not an imitation firearm, as verified by a certificated employee, untess the
student had obtained prior written permission to possess the item from a certificated school employee, with
the principal or designee's concurrence

2. Selling or otherwise furnishing a firearm
3. Brandishing a knife at another person
4. Unlawfully selling a controlled substance listed in Health and Safety Code 11053-11058

5. Committing or attempting to commit a sexual assault as defined in Penal Code 261, 266¢, 286, 287, 288, or
289, or former 288a, or committing a sexual battery as defined in Penal Code 243.4

4. Possessing an explosive as defined in 18 USC 921

For alt other violations listed in the accompanying administrative regulation, the Superintendent or principal shall
have the discretion to recommend expulsion of a student. If expulsion is recommended, the Board shall order the
student expelled only if it makes a finding of either or both of the following: (Education Code 48915(b) and [e))

1. That other means of correction are not feasible or have repeatedly failed to bring about proper conduct

2. That due to the nature of the violation, the presence of the student causes a continuing danger to the physical
safety of the student or others

A vate ta expel a student shall be taken in an open session of a Board meeting. (Education Code 48918(j))

The Board may vote to suspend the enforcement of the expulsion order pursuant to the requirements of law and the
accompanying administrative regulation. (Education Code 48917}

No student shall be expelled for disruption or willful defiance. (Education Code 48%00)

No child enrolled in a preschool program shall be expelled or unenrolled except under limited circumstances in
accordance with Education Code 8489.1 and as specified in Administrative Regulation 5148.3 - Preschool/Early
Childhood Education.

Due Process

The Board shall provide for the fair and equitable treatment of students facing suspension and/or expuision by
affording the students due process rights under the law, The Superintendent or designee shall comply with
procedures for notices, hearings, and appeals as specified in law and administrative regulation. (Education Code
48911, 48915, 48915.5, 48918}

Malntenance and Monitoring of Outcome Data

The Superintendent or designee shall maintain outcome data related to student suspensions and expuisions in
accordance with Education Code 48900.8 and 48916.1, including, but not limited to, the number of students
recommended for expulsion, the grounds for each recommended expulsion, the actions taken by the Board, the
types of referval made after each expulsion, and the disposition of the students after the expulsion period. For any
expulsion that involves the possession of a firearm, such data shall include the name of the school and the type of
firearm involved, as required pursuant to 20 USC 7961. Suspension and expulsion data shall be reported to the
Board annually and to the California Department of Education when so required.

In presenting the report to the Board, the Superintendent or designee shall disaggregate data on suspensions and
expulsions by school and by numerically significant student subgroups, including, but not limited to, ethnic subgroups,
socioeconomically disadvantaged students, English learners, long-term English learners, students with disabilities,
foster youth, and homeless students. Based on the data, the Board shall address any identified disparities in the
imposition of student discipline and shall determine whether and how the district is meeting its goals for improving
school ¢limate as specified in its local control and accountability plan.
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Policy 4158: Employee Security Status: ADOPTED
Original Adopted Date: 05/20/2018 | Last Revised Date: 05/14/2025 | Last Reviewsd Date: 05/14/2025

The Governing Board desires to provide a safe and orderly work enviranment for all employees. As part of the
district's comprehensive safety plan, the Superintendent or designee shall develop strategies for protecting
employees from potentially dangerous persons and situations and for providing necessary assistance and support
when emergency situations occur.

Any person who threatens the safety of others at any district facility may be removed by the Superintendent or
designee in accordance with Administrative Regulation 3515.2 - Disruptions.

Any employee against whom harassment, violence, or any threat of violence has been directed in the workplace shall
notify the Superintendent or designee immediately. As appropriate, the Superintendent or designee shall initiate
legal and security measures to protect the employee and others in the workplace. Such measures may include
seeking a temporary restraining order (TRO) on behalf of the employee pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure 527.8
and/or a gun violence restraining order pursuant to Penal Code 18150 and 18170.

Additionally, a collective bargaining representative may seek a TRO on behalf of a district employee against whom
harassment, violence, or credible threat of violence has been directed in the warkplace, if the collective bargaining
representative serves that employee in employment or labor matters at the employee's workplace. (Code of Civil
Procedure 527.8)

Upon request by an employee whe is a victim of domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking, the Superintendent or
designee shall provide reasonable accommodations in accordance with Government Code 12945.8 and the
accompanying administrative regulation to protect the employee's safety while at work.

The Superintendent or designee may pursue legal action on behalf of an employee against a student or the student's
parent/guardian to recover damages for injury to the employee's person or property caused by the student's wiltful
misconduct that occurred on district property, at a school ar district activity, or in retaliation for lawful acts of the
employee in the performance of the employee's duties. (Education Code 48904, 48905)

The Superintendent or designee shall provide staff development in crisis prevention and intervention techniques,
which may include training in classroom management, effective communication techniques, procedures for
responding to an active shooter situation, and crisis resolution.

In accordance with law, the Superintendent or designee shall inform teachers, administrators, and/or counselors of
crimes and offenses committed by students who may pose a danger in the classroom. (Education Code 48201,
49079; Welfare and Institutions Code 827)

The Superintendent or designee may make available at appropriate locations, including, but not limited to, district
and school offices, gyms, and classrooms, cammunication devices that would enable two-way communication with
law enforcement and others when emergencies occur.

Use of Pepper Spray

Employees shall not carry or possess pepper spray on school property or at school actlvities, except when authorized
by the Superintendent or designee for self-defense purposes. When allowed, an employee may only possess pepper
spray in accordance with Board policy, administrative regulation, and Penal Code 22810. Any employee authorized

to carry or possess pepper spray on school property who is negligent or careless in the possession or handling of
pepper spray is acting outside of the scope of employment and shall be subject to appropriate disciplinary measures.

Reporting of Injurious Objects

Employees shall take immediate action upon being made aware that any person is in possession of a weapon or
unauthorized injurious object on district property or at a district related or school-sponsored activity. Employees
shall exercise their best judgment as to the potential danger involved and do one of the following:

1. Confiscate the object and deliver it to the principal immediately

2. Immediately notify the principal or supervisor, who shall take appropriate action



3. Immediately call 911 and the principal or supervisor

When informing the principal about the possession or seizure of a weapon or dangerous device, an employee shall
report the name{s) of persons involved, witnesses, location. and the circumstances of any seizure.
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Policy 5145.3: Nondiscrimination/Harassment Status: ADOPTED
Oviginal Adopted Date: 04/20/2020 | Last Revised Date: 08/13/2025 | Last Reviewsd Date: 08/13/2025

The Governing Board desires to provide a welcoming, safe, and supportive schoo! envirenment that allows all
students equal access to and opportunities in the district's academic, extracurricular, and other educational support
programs, services, and activities.

This policy shall apply to all acts constituting unlawful discrimination or harassment related to district activity or
attendance, to acts which occur off campus or outside of district-related or district-sponsored activities but which
may have an impact or create a hostile environment at school, and to all acts of the Board and the Superintendent in
enacting policies and procedures that govemn the district.

The Board prohibits, at any district school or activity, unfawful discrimination, including discriminatory harassment,
intimidation, and bullying, against an Individua! or group based on one, or a combination of two or more, protected
characteristics, which include, but may not be limited to, race or ethnicity: ancestry; color; ethnic group identification;
nationality; national origin; immigration status; sex; sexual orientation; sex stereotypes; gender; gender identity;
gender expression; refigion; disability; medical condition; genetic information; pregnancy, false pregnancy, childbirth,
termination of pregnancy, or related conditions or recovery; and parental, marital, and family status; a perception of
one or more of such characteristics: or association with a person or group with one or more of these actual or
perceived characteristics. (Education Code 200,210.1, 210.2, 212, 212.1, 220, 221.51, 230, 260; Government Code
11135, 12926; 20 USC 1681-1688, 42 USC 2000d-2000d-7)

Unlawfu! discrimination, including discriminatory harassment, intimidation, or bullying, may result from physical,
verbal, nonverbal, or written conduct based on any of the categories listed above. Unlawful discrimination also
occurs when prohibited conduct is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it affects a student’s ability to participate
in or benefit from an educational program or activity; creates an intimidating. threatening, hostile, or offensive
educational environment; has the effect of substantially or unreasonably interfering with a student’s academic
performance; or otherwise adversely affects a student's educational opportunities.

Unlawful discrimination also includes disparate treatment of students based on one of the categories above with
respect to the provision of opportunities to participate in district programs or activities or the provision or receipt of
educational benefits or services.

Because unlawful discrimination could occur when disciplining students, including suspension aru expulsion, the
Superintendent or designee shall ensure that staff enforce discipline rules falrly, consistently and in a non-
discriminatory manner, as specified in Board Policy and Administrative Regulation 5144 - Discipline, Board Policy and
Administrative Regulation 5144.1 - Suspension and Expulsion/Due Process, and Administrative Regulation 5144.2 -
Suspension and Exputsion/Due Process (Students With Disabllities).

The Board also prohibits any form of retaliation against any individual who reports or participates in the reporting of
unlawful discrimination, files or participates in the filing of a complaint, or investigates, participates, or refuses to
participate in the investigation of a complaint or report alleging unlawful discrimination. Retaliation complaints shall
be investigated and resolved in the same manner as a discrimination complaint,

The Superintendent or designee shall facilitate students’ access to the educational program by publicizing the
district’s nondiscrimination policy and related complaint procedures to students, parents/guardians, and employees.
In addition, the Superintendent or designee shali post the district’s policies prohibiting discrimination, harassment,
intimidation, and bullying and other required information on the district's website in a manner that is easily accessible
to parents/guardians and students, in accordance with law and the accompanying administrative regulation.
(Education Code 234.1, 234.6; 34 CFR 104.8)

The Superintendent or designee shall provide training and/or information on the scope and use of the policy and
complaint procedures and take other measures designed to increase understanding of the requirements of law
related to discrimination. The Superintendent or designee shafl regularly review the implementation of the district's
nondiscrimination policies and practices and, as necessary, shall take action to remove any identified barrier to
student access to or participation in the district's educational program. The Superintendent or designee shall report
the findings and recommendations to the Board after each review.

Regardless of whether a complainant complies with the writing, timeline, and/or other formal filing requirements, all
complaints alleging unlawful discrimination, including discriminatory harassment, intimidation, or bullying, shall be



investigated and prompt action taken to stop the discrimination, prevent recurrence, and address any continuing
effect on students.

Students who engage in unlawful discrimination, including discriminatory harassment, intimidation, retaliation, or
bullying, in violation of law, Board policy, or administrative regulation shall be subject to appropriate conseguence or
discipline, which may include suspension or expulsion when the behavior is severe or pervasive as defined in
Education Code 48900.4, Any employee who permits or engages in prohibited discrimination related to a district
activity, attendance, or district-related or district-sponsored activity, including discriminatory harassment,
intimidation, retaliation, or bullying, shall be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal,

When a student has been suspended, or other means of correction have been implemented against the student for
an incident of racist bullying, harassment, or intimidation, the principal or designee may engage both the victim and
perpetrator in a restorative justice practice suitable to the needs of the students. The principal or designee may also
require the perpetrator to engage in a culturally sensitive program that promotes racial justice and equity and
combats racism and ignorance and regularly check on the victim to ensure that the victim is not in danger of suffering
from any long-lasting mental health issues. {(Education Code 48%00.5)

When appropriate, based on the severity or pervasiveness of the bullying, the Superintendent or designee shall
notify the parents/guardians of victims and perpetrators and may contact law enforcement.

Complaints alleging unlawful discrimination in district programs and activities shall be investigated and resolved in
accordance with Board Policy 1312.3 - Uniform Complaint Procedures, when required by law. However, complaints
alleging sexual harassment under Title IX shall be investigated and resolved in accordance with the procedures
specified in Administrative Regulation 5145.71 - Title IX Sexual Harassment Complaint Procedures.

Record-Keeping

The Superintendent or designee shall maintain a record of all reported cases of unlawful discrimination, including
discriminatory harassment, intimidation, or bullying, to enable the district to monitor, address, and prevent repetitive
prohibited behavior in district schools.
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Policy 5132: Dress And Grooming Status: ADOPTED
Original Adopted Datee 11/13/2019 | Last Reviewad Date: 11/13/201%

The Board of Trustees believes that appropriate dress and grooming contribute to a productive learning
environment. The Board expects students to wear clothing that is suitable for the school activities in which they
participate. Students shall not wear clothing that presents a health or safety hazard or causes a substantial disruption
to the educational program.

District and school rules pertaining to student attire shali be included in student handbooks, may be posted in school
offices and classrooms, and may be periodically reviewed with all students as necessary.

Students shall not be prohibited from dressing in a manner consistent with their gender identity or gender expression
ar with their religious or cultural observance.

In addition, the dress code shall not discriminate against students based on hair texture and protective hairstyles,
including, but rtot limited to, braids, locks, and twists. (Education Code 212.1)

The principal or designee is authorized to enforce this policy and shall inform any student who does not reasonably
conform to the dress code. The dress code shall not be enforced in 2 manner that discriminates against a particular
viewpoint or results in a disproportionate application of the dress code based on students’ gender, sexual orientation,
race, ethnicity, household income, or body type or size,

$chool administrators, teachers, and other staff shal be notified of appropriate and equitabte enforcement of the
dress code,

When practical, students shall not be directed to correct a dress code violation during instructional time or in front of
other students.

Repeated violations or refusal to comply with the district's dress code may result in disciplinary action.
Gang-Related Apparel

The principal, staff, and parents/guardians at a school may establish a reasonable dress code that prohibits students
from wearing gang-related apparel when there is evidence of a gang presence that disrupts or threatens to disrupt
the school's activities. Such a proposed dress code shall be presented to the Board, which shall approve the plan
upon determining that it is necessary to protect the health and safety of the school environment. The dress code
policy may be included in the school's comprehensive safety plan. (Education Code 35183}

When determining specific items of clothing that may be defined as gang apparel, the school shall ensure that the
determination is free from bias based on race, ethnicity, national origin, immigration status, or other protected
characteristics.

Uniforms

The Board may approve a school-initiated dress code requiring students at the school to wear a school uniform
whenever the Board determines that such a dress cade will promote student achievement, a positive school climate,
and/or student safety.

The Superintendent/Principal or designee shall establish procedures whereby parents/guardians may choose to have
their children exempted from the schoot uniform policy. Students shall not be penalized academically, otherwise
discriminated against, or denied attendance to school if their parents/guardians so decide. (Education Code 35183)

The Superintendent/Principal or designee shalt ensure that resources are identified to assist economically
disadvantaged students in obtaining uniforms. (Education Code 35183)
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Policy 5144: Discipline Status: ADOPTED
Original Adopted Date: 02/20/2019 | Last Revisad Date: 05/08/2024 | Last Reviewed Date: 05/08/2024

The Governing Board is committed to providing a safe, supportive, and positive school environment which is
conducive to student learning and achievement and desires to prepare students for responsible citizenship by
fostering self-discipline and personal responsibility. The Board believes that high expectations for student behavior,
use of effective school and classroom management strategies, provision of appropriate intervention and support, and
parent/guardian involvement can minimize the need for disciplinary measures that exctude students from instruction
as a means for correcting student misbehavior.

The Superintendent or designee shall develop effective, age-appropriate strategies for maintaining a positive school
climate and responding appropriately to student misbehavior at district schools, The strategies shall focus on
providing students with needed supports; communicating clear, appropriate, and consistent expectations and
consequences for student conduct; and ensuring equity and continuous improvement in the implementation of
district discipline policies and practices.

In addition, the Superintendent or designee's strategies for responding to student miscenduct shall reflect the
Board's preference for the use of positive interventions and alternative disciplinary measures over exclusionary
discipline measures.

Disciplinary measures that may resutt In loss of instructional time or cause students to be disengaged from school,
such as detention, suspension, and expulsion, shall be imposed only when required or permitted by law or when
other means of correction have been documented to have failed. (Education Code 48%00.5)

School personnel and volunteers shall not allow any disciplinary action taken against a student to result in the denial
or delay of a school meat, (Education Code 49557.5)

A student shall not be denied recess unless the student's participation poses an immediate threat to the physical
safety of the student or to the physical safety of one or more of the student's peers. If, due to such iImmediate threat,
a student is denied recess, staff shall make all reasonable efforts to resolve the threat and minimize the student's
exclusion from recess, to the greatest extent practicable. (Education Code 49056)

Seclusion and behavioral restraint are prohibited as a means of discipline and shall not be used to correct student
behavior except as permitted pursuant to Education Code 49005.4 and in accordance with district regulations.
(Education Code 49005.2)

The Superintendent or designee shall create a model discipline matrix that lists violations and the consequences for
each as allowed by law.

The principal or designee at each school may develop disciplinary rules to meet the school's particular needs
consistent with law, Board policy, and administrative regulations. The Board, at an open meeting. may review the
approved schoo) discipline rules for consistency with Board policy and state law. Site-level disciplinary rules shall be
included in the district's comprehensive safety plan. (Education Code 32282, 35291.5}

At all times, the safety of students and staff, providing interventions and supports to students, as well as the
maintenance of an orderly school environment, shall be priorities in determining appropriate discipline. When
misconduct occurs, staff shafl attempt to identify the causes of the student’s behavior and implement appropriate
support and/or discipline. When choosing between different disciplinary strategies, staff shall consider the effect of
each option on the student’s heaith, well-being, and oppertunity to learn.

Staff shall enforce disciplinary rules fairly, consistently, and in accordance with the district's nondiscrimination
policies.

The Superintendent or designee shall provide professional development as necessary to assist staff in developing the
skills needed to effectively and equitably implement the disciplinary strategies adopted for district schools, including,
but not limited to, knowledge of school and classroom management skills and their consistent application, effective
accountability and positive intervention techniques, and the toals to form strong, cooperative relationships with
parents/guardians.

District goals for improving schoo! climate, based on suspension and expulsion rates, surveys of students, staff, and



parents/guardians regarding their sense of school safety and connectedness to the school community, and other
local measures, shall be included in the district's local control and accountability plan, as required by law.

At the beginning of each school year, the Superintendent or designee may report to the Board regarding disciptinary
strategles used in district schools in the immediately preceding school year and their effect on student Jearning.
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Policy 5131.2: Bullying Status: ADOPTED
Original Adopted Date: 02/12/2020 | Last Revised Date: 01/17/2024 | Last Reviewsd Date: 01/17/2024

This policy shail apply to all acts constituting bullying related ta school activity or to school attendance occurring
within a district school, to acts which occur off campus or outside of school-related or school-sponsored activities
but which may have an impact or create a hostile environment at school, and to all acts of the Governing Board and
the Superintendent in enacting policies and procedures that govern the district.

The Board recognizes the harmiul effects of bullying on student well-being, student learning, and schoal attendance
and desires to provide a welcoming, safe, and supportive school environment that protects students from physical,
mental, and emotional harm. No individual or group shall, through physical, written, verbal, visual, or other means,
harass, sexually harass, threaten, intimidate, cyberbully, cause bodily injury to, or commit hate violence against any
student or school personne!, or retaliate against them for filing a complaint or participating in the complaint
resolution process.

The Superintendent or designee shall develop strategies for addressing bullying in district schools with the
involvement of students, parents/guardians, and staff. As appropriate, the Superintendent or designee may also
collaborate with sacial services, mental health services, law enforcement, courts, and other agencies and community
organizations in the development and implementation of effective strategies to promote safety in schools and the
community.

Such strategies shall be incorporated into the comprehensive safety plan and, to the extent possible, into the local
control and accountability plan and other applicable district and school plans,

Any complaint of bullying shall be investigated and, if determined ta be discriminatory, resolved in accordance with
law and the district's uniform complaint procedures specified in Administrative Regulation 1312.3. If, during the
investigation, it is determined that a complaint is about nondiscriminatory bullying, the principal or designee shall
inform the complainant and shall take all necessary actions to resolve the complaint.

If the Superintendent or designee believes it is in the best interest of a student who has been the victim of an act of
bullying, as defined in Education Code 48900, the Superintendent or designee shall advise the student's
parents/guardians that the student may transfer to another school. if the parents/guardians of a student who has
been the victim of an act of bullying requests a transfer for the student pursuant to Education Code 46600, the
Superintendent or designee shall allow the transfer in accordance with law and district policy on intradistrict or
interdistrict transfer, as applicable.

District families are encouraged to model respectful behavior, contribute to a safe and supportive learning
environment, and monitor potentiat causes of bullying.

Any employee who permits or engages in bullying or retaliation related to bullying shall be subject to disciplinary
action, up to and including dismissat.
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Policy 5137: Positive School Climate Status: ADOPTED
Original Adopted Date: 09/09/2009 | Last Reviewed Date: 09/09/2009

The Board of Trustees desires to enhance student learning by providing an orderly, caring, and nurturing educational
and social environment in which all students can feel safe and take pride in their school and their achievements. The
school environment should be characterized by positive interpersonal relationships among students and between
students and staff.

All staff are expected to serve as role models for students by demonstrating positive, professional attitudes and
respect toward each student and other staff members, Teachers shall use effective classroom management
techniques based on clear expectations for student behavior.

Staff shall consistently enforce Board policies and regulations which establish rules for appropriate student conduct,
including prohibitions against bullying, cyberbullying, harassment of students, hazing, other violence or threats of
violence against students and staff, and drug, alcohol, and tobacco use,

The district’s curriculum shall include age-appropriate character education which includes, but is not limited to, the
principles of equality, human dignity, mutual respect, fairness, honesty, and citizenship. Teachers are encouraged to
employ cooperative learning strategies that foster positive interactions in the classroom among students from
diverse backgrounds,

The Superintendent/Principal or designee may develop other strategies to enhance students’ feelings of
connectedness with the schools, such as campus beautification prajects, graffiti removal, development of
extracurricular activities and after-schaol programs, pairing of adult mentors with individual students, recognition of
student achievement, and encouragement of strong family and community involvement in the schools.

Students shall have opportunities to voice their concerns about school policies and practices and to share
responsibility for solving problems that affect their school.

The school shall promote nonviclent conflict resolution techniques in order to encourage attitudes and behaviors
that foster harmonious relations. As part of this effort, students shall be taught the skills necessary to reduce
violence, including communication skills, anger management, bias reduction, and mediation skills.

Staff shall receive professional development designed to improve classroom management, conflict resolution
techniques, and communications with students and parents/guardians including persons of diverse backgrounds.
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The Governing Board recognizes that the district has the primary responsibility to ensure compliance with applicable
state and federal laws and regulations governing educational programs. The Board encourages the early resolution of
complaints whenever possible. To resolve complaints which may require a more formal process, the Board adopts
the uniform system of complaint processes specified in 5 CCR 4600-4670.

Complaints Subject to UCP

The district’s uniform complaint procedures {UCP) shail be used to investigate and resolve complaints regarding the
following:

1.

2.

10.

il

12,

13.

14,

Accommodations for pregnant and parenting students {Education Code 46015)

Adult education programs (Education Code 8500-8538, 52334.7, 52500, 52616.18)

. After Schoal Education and Safety programs (Education Code 8482-8484.65)
. Agricultural career technical education (Education Code 52460-52462)

. Career technical and technical education and career technical and technical training programs {Education Code

52300-52462)

. Child care and development programs (Education Code 8200-8488)
., Compensatory education (Education Code 54400)
. Consolidated categorical aid programs (Education Code 33315; 34 CFR 299.10-29%9.12)

. Course periods without educational content (Education Code 51228.1-51228.3)

Discrimination, harassment, intimidation, or bullying in district programs and activitles, including in those
programs or activities funded directly by or that receive or benefit from any state financial assistance, based on
one, or a combination of two or more, protected characteristics, which include, but may not be limited to, a
person's actual or perceived race or ethnicity; ancestry; color; ethnic group identification; natlonality; national
origin; immigration status; sex; sexual orientation; sex stereotypes; gender; gender identity; gender expression;
religion; disability; medical condition; genetic information; pregnancy, false pregnancy, childbirth, termination
of pregnancy, or related conditions or recovery; and parental, marital, and family status; any other
characteristic identified in Education Code 200 or 220, Government Code 11135, or Penal Code 422.55; or
based on the person's association with a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived
characteristics (Education Code 200, 210.1, 210.2, 212, 212.1, 220, 221.51, 230, 260; Government Code
11135, 12926, 5 CCR 4610; 20 USC 1681-1688, 42 USC 2000d-2000d-7}

However, the UCP shall not be used to investigate and resolve employment discrimination complaints. {5 CCR
4611)

Educational and graduation requirements for students in foster care, students experiencing homelessness,
students from military families, students formerly in a juvenile court school, students who are migratory, and
newcomer students {Education Code 48645.7, 48850, 48853, 48853.5, 48911, 48915.5, 49069.5, 51225.1,
51225.2)

Every Student Succeeds Act {Education Code 12030, 52059.5, 64000; 20 USC 6301 et seq.}

Instructional Materials and Curriculum: Diversity (Education Code 243)

A complaint alleging such unlawful discrimination may, in addition to or in lieu of being filed with the district,
be directly filed with the Superintendent of Public Instruction (SP1). {(Education Code 243, 244)

Local control and accountability plan {Education Code 52075)



15. Migrant education (Education Code 54440-54445)

16. Physical education instructionai minutes (Education Code 51210, 51222, 51223)
17. Student fees (Education Code 49010-49013)

18. Reasonable accormmodations to a lactating student [Education Code 222)

19. Regional occupational centers and programs (Education Code 52300-52334.7)

20. School plans for student achievement as required for the consolidated application for specified federal and/or
state categorical funding (Education Code 64001)

21. Schoo! site councils as required for the consolidated application for specified federal and/or state categorical
funding (Education Code 65000)

22. State preschool programs {Education Code 8200-8488, 33315)
23, State preschool health and safety issues in license-exempt programs (Education Code 8212
24, School or athletic team names, mascots, or nicknames pursuant to Education Code 221.3

25. Any complaint alleging retaliation against a complainant or other participant in the complaint process or
anyone who has acted to uncover or report a violation subject to this policy

26. Any other state or federal educational program the SPI or designee deems appropriate

The Board recognizes that alternative dispute resolution (ADR} can, depending on the nature of the allegations, offer
a process for resalving a complaint in a manner that Is acceptable to all parties, An ADR process such as mediation
may be offered to resolve complaints that involve more than one student and no adult. However, mediation shall not
be offered or used to resolve any complaint involving sexual assault or where there is a reasonable risk that a party
to the mediation would feel compelled to participate. The Superintendent or designee shalt ensure that the use of
ADR is consistent with state and federal laws and regulations.

The district shall protect all complainants from retaliation. In investigating complaints, the confidentiality of the
parties involved shall be protected as required by law. For any complaint alleging retaliation or unlawful
discrimination, the Superintendent or designee shall keep the identity of the complainant, and/or the subject of the
complaint if different from the complainant, confidential when appropriate and as long as the integrity of the
complaint process is maintained.

When an allegation that is not subject to UCP is included in a UCP complaint, the district shall refer the non-UCP
allegation to the appropriate staff or agency and shall investigate and, if appropriate, resclve the UCP-related
allegation(s) through the district's UCP.

The Superintendent or designee shall provide training to district staff to ensure awareness and knowledge of current
law and requirements related to UCP, including the steps and timelines specified in this policy and the accompanying
administrative regulation.

The Superintendent or designee shall maintain a record of each complaint and subseguent related actions, inciuding
steps taken during the investigation and all information required for compliance with 5 CCR 4631 and 4633,

Non-UCP Complaints

The folowing complaints shall not be subject to the district's UCP but shall be investigated and resoived by the
specified agency or through an alternative process:

1. Any complaint alleging child abuse or neglect shall be referred to the County Department of Social Services
Protective Services Division or the appropriate law enforcement agency (5 CCR 4611}

2. Any camplaint alleging health and safety violations by a child development program shall, for licensed facilities,
be referred to Department of Social Services (5 CCR 4611)



. Any complaint alleging that a student, while in an education program or activity, was subjected to sexual
harassment, as defined in 34 CFR 106.30

Such a complaint shall be addressed through the federal Title IX complaint procedures as specified in
Administrative Regulation 5145.71 - Title IX Sexual Harassment Complaint Procedures.

. Any complaint alleging employment discrimination or harassment shall be investigated and resolved by the
district in accordance with the procedures specified in Administrative Regulation 4030 - Nondiscrimination in
Employment, including the right to file the complaint with the California Civil Rights Department

. Any complaint alleging a viclation of a state or federal law or regulation related to special education, a
settlement agreement related to the provision of a free apprapriate public education [FAPE), failure or refusal
to implement a due process hearing order to which the district Is subject, or a physical safety concern that
interferes with the district’s provision of FAPE shall be submitted to the California Department of Education
{CDE) in accordance with Administrative Reguiation 6159.1 - Procedural Safeguards and Complaints for
Special Education {5 CCR 3200-3205)

. Any complaint alleging noncompliance of the district's food service program with laws regarding meal counting
and claiming, reimbursable meals, eligibility of children ar adults, or use of cafeteria funds and allowable
expenses shall be filed with or referred to CDE in accordance with Board Policy 3555 - Nutrition Program
Compliance {5 CCR 15580-15584}

. Any complaint alleging disceimination based on race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in the district's
food service program shall be filed with or referred to the U.S. Department of Agriculture in accordance with
Board Policy 3555 - Nutrition Program Compliance (5 CCR 15582)

. Any complaint related to sufficiency of textbooks or instructional materials, emergency or urgent facilities
conditions that pose a threat to the health or safety of students or staff, or teacher vacancies and
misassignments shall be investigated and resolved in accordance with Administrative Regulation 1312.4 -
Willlams Unliform Complaint Procedures (Education Code 35186)



