
Karen Markussen Scholarship 

The Karen Markussen Trust Fund is administered by the Nebraska Center for the Education of 

Children Who Are Blind or Visually Impaired and the Nebraska Department of Education.  Ms. 

Markussen served as a teacher of the visually impaired in Central Nebraska for many years.  She 

passed away on July 16, 2006.  It was her wish to assist teachers who are pursuing their degree to 

teach children with visual impairments in Nebraska. 

An annual $500 scholarship will be awarded to a student in his or her senior year of a vision or 

orientation/mobility endorsement/degree program for the purpose of completing such 

endorsement/degree.   To be considered a “senior,” students must have completed or are currently 

completing their last semester of core coursework for their endorsement or certification program.  

This scholarship is intended to assist teachers professionally.  Examples of utilization of funds may 

include but are not limited to: resources to build a professional toolkit, college course costs, 

membership in professional organizations, costs related to professional development conferences 

and opportunities, etc.   

A scholarship selection committee will be identified each year.  This scholarship will be awarded to 

a teacher who meets the criteria and is deemed worthy of this honor.  This award may not 

necessarily be given every year.   

This scholarship will be advertised on the website of the Nebraska Center for the Education of 

Children Who Are Blind or Visually Impaired (NCECBVI) and information will be disseminated 

statewide on the visionhub listserv.  The annual application deadline is February 20th.   The 

scholarship winner will be recognized at the annual Mid-Winter conference at NCECBVI.  

Scholarship winners will be invited to the following fall conference at NCECBVI (registration costs 

will be waived) to give a report regarding how the funds were utilized. 

The recipient of the $500 grant will not have to repay the $500 grant provided the recipient teaches 

students who are blind or visually impaired for five (5) years in the state of Nebraska after 

completing the endorsement. 



Requirements: 

1. The student must be considered a senior which means they have completed or they are

currently in the final semester of coursework leading to their endorsement or degree

program.

2. The student must demonstrate a sincere interest in teaching children with visual

impairments.

3. The student must indicate how the $500 will be used in a professional manner.

4. The following items must be included to complete the application process:

• Completed Application Form

• Application Form Signed by Post Secondary Institution Advisor

• Two letters of recommendation

• An essay indicating why the student would like to be considered for this

scholarship and how the funds will be utilized

Application Deadline:   February 20th 

Please send all application materials to: 

Tanya Armstrong, Superintendent 

tarmstrong@esu4.net  

or 

Nebraska Center for the Education of Children 

Who Are Blind or Visually Impaired 

(NCECBVI) 

P.O. Box 129 

Nebraska City, NE  68410 

mailto:tarmstrong@esu4.net


(Approved by the Nebraska State Board of Education 1/10/08) 

KAREN MARKUSSEN SCHOLARSHIP 

APPLICATION FORM 

Applicant Name:

Address: 

Phone Number(s):

Email Address:

Are you currently enrolled in an institution of higher learning?        Yes        No 

     If yes, what post-secondary institution? 

What post-secondary institutions have you attended in the past 5 years: 

Course of Study (please circle):   

Teacher of the Visually Impaired      Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialist 

Anticipated Completion Date: 

Signature of Post Secondary Institution Student Advisor Date 

Post Secondary Institution Advisory Email Address: 

Please attach a typed essay that answers the following questions: 

• Why have you chosen the field of visual impairments?

• Are you currently teaching students with visual impairments?

• If appropriate, please describe your current role as a teacher or instructor?

• What is your anticipated employment during the next five years in Nebraska?

• Why would you like to be considered for this scholarship?

• How do you plan to utilize the $500 grant?

Yes, I give the selection committee permission to contact the post-secondary institution advisor in regards 

to my educational status. 

 Signature Date 



KAREN MARKUSSEN SCHOLARSHIP 

COVER SHEET 

To: Applicants 

To complete the application process, please return this cover sheet with the following 

documents: 

Completed application form with advisor signature 

Essay 

Two letters of recommendation 

Application Deadline: February 20th 

Please send all application materials to: 

Tanya Armstrong, Superintendent 

tarmstrong@esu4.net 

or 

NCECBVI 

P.O. Box 129 

Nebraska City, NE  68410 

mailto:tarmstrong@esu4.net
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