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LCMS Faculty and Staff 
2023-2024 

 
Lisa Steiner, Principal 
Dr. Harold Hale, Assistant Principal 
Dr. Ashley Rhodes, Assistant Principal 
Dr. Jeremiah Burks, Assistant Principal 
 
Druan Elliot, Bookkeeper 
Demetria Nelson, MSIS 
Daphne Wims, ADA, Discipline Clerk 
Tracy Hooper, Secretary 
Charlie Crider, Maintenance 
 
Miranda Roberts, Counselor 
Mark Christ, Counseling Intern 
Brittany Griffith, STC/MTSS 
Megan Stanford, Library 
Adam Davis, Computer Tech 
Hayley Keriwala, EL 
Keir Brown, Student/Teacher Success Coach, Title I, Dance 
Amy Davis, Math Lead Teacher, Title I 
Amanda Berg, Math Tutor, Title I 
Susan Kizer, ELA Tutor, Title I 
Nikki Trower, Math Coach, Title I 
Cynthia Morrow, 6th grade Social Studies, Gifted 
Jamie Barnes, 6th grade Social Studies 
Jordan McNickle, 6th grade Science 
Meg McCown, 6th grade Science, Gifted 
Ryan Hill, 6th grade Math 
Briana Wilson, 6th grade Math 
Jennifer Card, 6th grade Math 
Courtney Cox, 6th grade ELA 
Laura Middleton, 6th grade ELA 
Casey Faggard, 6th grade ELA 
Katie Box, 7th grade U.S. History 
Kolby Busby, U.S. History, P.E., Football 
Meosha Stuckey, 7th grade Science 
Katie Hudson, 7th grade science 
Melony Beasley, 7th grade Math 
Jana Malone, 7th grade ELA, Yearbook 
Mackenzie Alexander, 7th grade ELA 
Michal White, 7th grade ELA 
Austin Bradley, 8th grade  ELA, Adv. ELA 



Andrew Holder, 8th grade Mississippi Studies 
Tanner Kuntz, 8th grade World Geography, Football  
Dylan Brunenkant, 8th grade Science, Football  
Caitlynn Busby, 8th grade Science, Volleyball 
Garrison Pounders, 7th Grade Acc. Math, 8th grade Adv./Acc. math 
Mark Van Voorst, 7th/8th grade Math 
Dusty Holliday, 8th grade Math 
Casandra Panico, 8th grade Math, Dance 
Yvonna Macon, 8th grade ELA, Girls’ Basketball  
Krystal Morrow, 8th grade ELA 
Melissa Fuller, Cyber I/II, Volleyball 
Justin Strawn, Cyber I, Boys’ and Girls’ Soccer 
DeJuan Clark, RAMP, Boys’ Basketball 
William Kirksey, PE, Football, Boys’ Basketball, Track 
Dr. O’Neal Douglass, Head Band Director, Choir  
Jon Young, Asst. Band Director 
 
Lyndsi Blanton, SPED/Met Chair 
Tiffany Watson, SPED 8th grade 
Casey Townsend, SPED 7th grade 
Jessica Arakaki, SPED Community Based Classroom 
Taneshia Buford,  6th – 8th SPED 
Joanna Lantrip, 6th grade SPED 
Tina Gaines, SPED 6th grade, Girls’ Basketball 
Jamie Fiveash, SPED Resource 
Kasie Howard-Teel, SPED 8th grade 
Melanie Riley, 7th Grade SPED, Cheer 
Crisann Mays, Speech 
Lori Tenorio, Therapeutic Interventionist 
Jenese Norman, Mental Health Therapist 
 
Julius Black, Assistant, Football 
Sharla Brown, Assistant 
Jennifer Morgan, Assistant 
Jenna Weaver, Assistant, Boys’ and Girls’ Soccer 
Glorianne Winter, Assistant 
 

 
 
 



 
  

District: DeSoto County School District
Section: J - Students
Policy Code: JAA - Equal Educational Opportunities

EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Each student in the DeSoto County School District will have equal educational opportunities
regardless of race, color, creed, sex, handicap, religion or marital status. No student shall be
excluded on such basis from participating in or having access to any course offerings, athletics,
counseling, employment assistance, or extra-curricular activities.

Further, the DeSoto County School District prohibits sexual harassment of or by any student.  This
policy applies to conduct during and relating to school and school-sponsored activities.  Any
student who engages in the sexual harassment of anyone in the school setting may be subject to
disciplinary action.

REF.: MS Code § 37-15-35 (1970)
          Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards

Last Review Date:__________________
Review History:[1/1/1900][1/1/1901]

Adopted Date: 7/1/2008
Approved/Revised Date:



 
 

District: DeSoto County School District
Section: B - School Board Operations
Policy Code: BAAB - Non-Discrimination Policy

NONDISCRIMINATORY STATEMENT

The DeSoto County School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy
Scouts and other designated youth groups: 
 
Compliance Coordinator
Office of Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources
DeSoto County Schools
5 East South Street
Hernando, MS  38632
662-429-5271
 
The Compliance Coordinator has been designated to address all inquiries regarding the following
Federal policies:
 
Title VI – race, color, ethnicity, and national origin
Title IX – sex and pregnancy
Section 504 of Americans with Disabilities Act
Title II
Age Discrimination Act
Boy Scouts
 
 
After initial investigation, all inquiries shall be directed to the appropriate person(s). A thorough
investigation shall be conducted in accordance with DeSoto County School Board Policy GAF: 
Staff Grievances and Complaints.

Last Review Date:__________________
Review History:[1/1/1900][1/1/1901]

Adopted Date: 7/1/2008
Approved/Revised Date: 12/6/2018



LCMS Cell Phone Policy 
 
• Cell phones are not allowed to be out or used at school during school hours 
• Cell phones are not needed for any class 
• If a student is ill, the student should first see then nurse who will contact the 

parent regarding the student’s condition. 
• Students wishing to call home, should report to the office and request 

permission from the front desk to use the school phone. (Note: No child is denied 
the ability to speak with a parent. However, if the student is calling the parent in 
regard to an issue, administration needs to be made aware of the situation). 

• Parents who need to contact their student should do so by calling the school.  
Texting or calling your child during class could result in his/her phone being 
confiscated in accordance with school and district policy. 

 
Cell Phone Policy and Consequences 
• 1st offense will result in confiscation of the device with parental contact.  The 

device will be returned to the student at the end of the school day. 
• 2nd offense will result in confiscation of the device and a mandatory parent 

conference with the device being returned to the parent at the conference. 
• 3rd offense will result in confiscation of the device, returned only to a parent, 3 

days of ALC, and phone turned in daily for 10 days to front office. (Failure to turn 
in phone will result in additional days of ALC). 

• 4th offense will result in a school suspension for 3 days, and phone turned in daily 
for the remainder of the school year. 

• Students that allow other students to borrow their phone and it is confiscated will 
follow consequences for cell phone policy. 

• Students who send sexually explicit pictures or words will receive the cell phone 
policy consequences along with a 3-7 code of conduct violation consequences. 

• Students who send social media threatening other students or hostile words or 
phrases will receive the cell phone policy consequences along with a 3-9 
bullying and/or 2-5 hostile verbal actions code of conduct violation 
consequence. 

 
 

 
 
 
Please read the Board Policy (IJBA) on the following 2 pages for detailed policies 
regarding the use of personal devices on school property. The following is 
addressed:  
 

• Possession and Use 
• Prohibitions 
• Confiscations 
• Potential Disciplinary Actions 

• Security of Devices (Theft, Loss, or 
Damage) 

• Prohibitions on Audio/Video Recording 

PLEASE DO NOT ALLOW YOUR STUDENT TO BRING 
A CELL PHONE TO SCHOOL. 

 



District: DeSoto County School District
Section: I - Instructional Program
Policy Code: IJBA - Personal Electronic Devices - Laptops, Tablets, & Mobile Devices (BYOD)



PURPOSE 

DeSoto County Schools provides students access to our wireless network and the option of
utilizing personal electronic devices as a means to enhance their education. Electronic devices
have become a common means of communication and information access in today’s society. 
It is also recognized that these devices can become distractions to the academic environment
and therefore, negatively impact instruction.  The district has created this policy to govern the
possession and use of electronic devices on school premises, during school-sponsored or
school-related events and on school transportation. 

DEFINITIONS Definitions for purposes of this policy:
 

1. Eligible Students: Students whose parent/guardian signs and agrees to the terms of the
district's Student Use of Personal Electronic Devices User Agreement.

2. Electronic Device: An electronic device is defined as any device that a student is in
possession of which electronically communicates, sends, receives, stores, reproduces or
displays voice and/or text communication or data. These include, but are not limited to
cellular phones, pagers, smart phones, smart watches, music and media players, e-
Readers, and iPods and/or accessories including, but not limited to, headphones,
earbuds, chargers, power adapters, portable speakers, and audio docks. The possession
of an electronic device or accessory  by a student on school property or while attending
school-sponsored or school-related events is a privilege, not a right.

3. Unacceptable Electronic Devices: An unacceptable electronic device includes, but is not
limited to, gaming devices or consoles, modems, routers, televisions or accessories,
tablets, laptops, netbook, or notebooks.

4. Unauthorized Use: Unauthorized use of personal electronic devices includes, but is not
limited to, the following:

·    Possessing, viewing, sending or sharing video or audio information having sexual, violent
or threatening content on school grounds, school events or school buses shall be prohibited
and may result in disciplinary action and/or confiscation of the personal device.
·       Transmitting school materials for unethical purposes such as cheating.
·       Any activity which may be in violation of a DeSoto County Schools policy and/or
procedural directive.
·       Damaging, or attempting to damage the network, equipment, materials or data physically
or electronically.
·       Accessing unauthorized district computers, networks and information systems.·       Use of
any electronic device which disrupts the instructional day. 

5. Authorized Use: DeSoto County Schools shall permit student possession of personal
electronic devices on all district property and at all district sponsored activities while
the student is under the supervision of district staff. These devices shall be kept out of
sight and silenced or powered off during the instructional day unless otherwise
permitted by district or school procedures.

 POSSESSION AND USE 

Students may possess and use electronic devices at school subject to the following:
 

The student is using the device for an educational or instructional purpose with the
teacher’s permission and supervision.
Electronic devices may be used for specific instructional activities at the discretion of the
school building administrator.

Ashley Rhodes

Ashley Rhodes

Ashley Rhodes



Personally owned electronic devices used in school are not permitted to connect to the
Internet through a 3G, 4G, or any other content service provider.  Personally owned
electronic devices must access the Internet via the district’s content filtered wireless
network.

 PROHIBITIONS 

Electronic devices shall not be used in any way that violates district policy or that threatens,
humiliates, harasses, or intimidates school-related individuals, including students, employees,
and visitors; or violates local, state, or federal law. 

Use of electronic devices on school buses is prohibited. 

Electronic devices may not be used during the administration of tests mandated by the
Mississippi Assessment System, unless specifically allowed by law.   

All notebooks, netbooks, and MacBooks must have antivirus software installed with updates
activated, if applicable. 

Streaming of any audio or video must be reserved for classroom activities only.  Cloud-based
music and videos personally owned by a student are not allowed. 

Tech support will not be provided for student-owned devices. 

CONFISCATION 

Students are only allowed to use electronic devices as instructional aids with the teacher’s
permission and supervision.  Unauthorized use of electronic devices disrupts the instructional
program and distracts from the learning environment.  The building administrator and
his/her designee may seize electronic devices if they are used during times not permitted.  If a
student refuses to give his/her electronic device to the administrator or his/her designee upon
request, this will be viewed as insubordination and the appropriate consequence will apply.     

POTENTIAL DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS 

All violations will be subject to the disciplinary actions for possession of electronic
equipment/device as listed in School Board Policy JD (Student Discipline). A campus
administrator, in the exercise of reasonable discretion in response to student misbehavior,
abuse of the privilege, or other reasonable cause, may deny or cancel the privilege of
possessing an electronic device. 

SECURITY OF DEVICES 

Students shall be personally and solely responsible for the security of electronic devices
brought to school.  The school shall not assume responsibility for theft, loss, damage, or
unauthorized calls made with an electronic device.  If devices are loaned or borrowed and
misused by non-owners, device owners are jointly responsible for the misuse or policy
violation(s). 

PROHIBITIONS ON AUDIO/VIDEO RECORDING 

Camera, video or audio recording functions of electronic devices may pose threats to the
personal privacy of individuals, exploit personal information, and/or compromise the
integrity of educational programs.  Accordingly, the use of the audio recording, video

Ashley Rhodes
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recording or camera functions of electronic devices is strictly prohibited on school premises at
all times, unless teacher approval is given for specific instructional activities.

 

Last Review Date:__________________
Review History:[1/1/1900][1/1/1901]

Adopted Date: 7/1/2013
Approved/Revised Date: 1/7/2021

Ashley Rhodes

Ashley Rhodes



 

Bell Schedule 
 

7:40    Bell Rings 
 
7:40-7:55                   Breakfast 

7:40-7:45   8th Grade Breakfast 
7:45-7:50   7th Grade Breakfast 
7:50-7:55   6th Grade Breakfast 

 
8:00    Tardy Bell 
 
8:00-9:37   1st block 
 
9:40-9:50   Break (Carts will come to classrooms) 
 
9:40-11:27    2nd block 
 
11:30-1:57  3rd block/Gator Goal Time/Lunch 
 

11:30-11:55    6th grade/CBC/Resource  
                                          Lunch 1 
12:10-12:35    7th grade/Band hall  
                                          Lunch 2 
1:07-1:32.         8th grade  
                                          Lunch 3   
1:32-1:57    Athletics/RAMP/ALC  
                                          Lunch 4   
1:32-1:57                           Gator Goal Advisory  
                                          (6th, 7th, and 8th ) 

 
2:00-3:40   4th block 

 
*House Meetings and Pep Rallies will be held during Gator Goal Time. 
On meeting days, Athletics will go to lunch with 6th grade (11:30-11:55) 
and ALC/RAMP will go to lunch with 7th grade (12:10-12:35).  

 
 

 



 

Student Holidays 
 

• September 4th: Labor Day 
• October 9h: Fall Break 
• November 20st-24th: Thanksgiving 

Break 
• December 15th: End First 

Semester 
• December 18th - January 1st: 

Christmas Break 
• January 2nd: Staff Development 
• January 3rd: Staff Development 
• January 4th: Students Return 

• January 15th: Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Holiday 

• February 16th: Staff Development 
Day 

• February 19th: President’s Day 
Holiday 

• March 11th-15th: Spring Break 
• March 29th: Good Friday Holiday 
• April 1st: Easter Holiday 
• May 22nd: Students’ Last Day 
• May 24th: Teachers’ Last Day 

 
Tentative Make-up Days: February 16th, February 19th, April 1st, May 23rd 

 
Report Cards 

Sent home on the following dates: 
• 1st 9 Weeks: October 12th  
• 2nd 9 Weeks: January 4th 
• 3rd 9 Weeks: March 21st   
• 4th 9 Weeks: TBD; Report cards must be picked up from school 

 
Progress Reports 

Sent home on the following dates: 
• 1st 9 Weeks: September 14th 
• 2nd 9 Weeks: November 9th  
• 3rd 9 Weeks: February 8th 
• 4th 9 Weeks: April 18th  

 
State Testing Dates 

The state testing window for 6th-8th grade Math, ELA, and 
Science (8th ONLY) is April, 8, 2024 – May 17, 2024. 

 
Please try to avoid planning any vacations or trips during this 

time. If you would like to know specific dates concerning 
testing, please contact the school at (662) 781-0778. 

 
 



 

School Counseling Services 
 

School counselors work with all students, school staff, families, and members of the 
community as an integral part of the education program. The school counseling 
program promotes success through a focus on academic achievement, prevention 
and intervention activities, advocacy, and social/emotional/career development 
(American School Counselor Association). 
 
School counselors provide brief counseling and work predominately with school 
related issues. A school counselor is not a therapist. When issues go beyond the 
training of a school counselor, parents are encouraged to seek therapy within the 
community. Parents can contact the school counselors for community health 
service referrals. 
 
School counselors provide the following services: 

• Provide brief direct counseling services to students individually and in 
support groups 

• Advise students on educational planning 
• Provide career guidance to students 
• Maintain up-to-date resources on career and post-secondary institutions 

 
 

Counselor 
 
Mrs. Miranda Roberts  
miranda.roberts@dcsms.org 
 
Mrs. Roberts holds a Bachelor's of Science degree in psychology and sociology from the University 
of North Alabama and a Masters of Education in school counseling from Capella University. She 
spent the first 7 years of her career working with adolescents and their families in the community 
mental health field. She worked as a community support specialist, and later as a mental health 
therapist. She has been a middle school counselor for the Desoto County School District since 2017. 
She strives to help students as they navigate the many complexities of middle school and support 
them in becoming their most successful selves.  
 
 

Mental Health Therapist 
Ms. Jenese Norman  
jenese.norman@dcsms.org 
 
Students, school staff, or parents/legal guardians may refer students for school-based mental 
health services provided by a state board licensed clinician. The aim of school-based mental 
health services is to assist students in the area of mental and emotional wellness. The services 
are provided through the school district at no cost. However, these services are not intended as 
a substitute for medication management, psychological counseling, diagnosis, or acute care, 
which are not the responsibility of the school district. These services do require a referral to be 
completed and parental/guardian consent. If you are interested in these services, please 
contact the school at (662)781-0778.  
 



 

    
       

8/21  Hernando    Away 
 
8/24  Southaven (extra)  Away 

 
8/28  Horn Lake    Away 
 
9/5   Desoto Central   Away 
  
9/11  Center Hill     Home 
 
9/14  Horn Lake (extra)  Home 

 
9/18  Lewisburg    Home 
 
9/19  DC (extra)    Home 
 
9/23  Swamp Fest 7th Grade  Home 

 
9/25  Olive Branch   Home 
 
9/30  Swamp Fest 8th Grade  Home 
 
10/2   Southaven    Home  
 

4 Team Playoff 
7th Semi Game 10/3 and Championship Game 10/5 at LMS 
8th Semi Game 10/10 and Championship Game 10/12 at SMS 

All Games begin at 5:30 PM  
 
 
 

LCMS Volleyball 
Schedule 2023-2024 

2020 



 

7/27/2023 

   2023-2024 
 
 

All Games Begin at 5:30 PM 
 

8th Schedule 
 

      
8th Grade ONLY games 

 
9/12  LMS          Away 

 

9/19  Center Hill    Home 
 

 
 

The following games are for 7th and 8th grades Teams. 
 
 

9/26  DCMS     Away 
 

10/3  OBMS     Home 
 

10/10  Horn Lake    Away 
 

10/17  Hernando     Home  
 

10/24  Southaven    Away  
 
          
 

All football games will be on Tuesday nights.  The first three games are for 8th grade only.  

The last four games will have 7th playing first, then 8th grade.       

LCMS Football Schedule 



  

                

Date Opponent Location 

Nov. 6th (Mon) Southaven (extra) Away 

Nov. 9th (Thurs) Hernando Away 

Nov. 16th (Thurs) Lewisburg Home 

Nov. 30th (Thurs) Southaven Home 

Dec. 4th (Mon) 8th Grade Only Strayhorn Home 

Dec. 7th (Thurs) Olive Branch AWAY  

Dec. 11th (Mon) Horn Lake (extra) Away 

Dec. 14th (Thurs) Desoto Central Away 

Jan. 4th (Thurs) Cleveland Home 

Jan. 8th (Mon) Tunica Home 

Jan. 11th (Thurs) Center Hill Away 

Jan. 18th (Thurs) Horn Lake Home 

4 - Team playoff  
            7th Grade 1/22 and 1/23 at DCMS 

    8th Grade 1/29 and 1/30 at CHMS 

 

  

7th Girls – 5pm 

7th Boys – 6pm 

8th Girls – 7pm 

8th Boys – 8pm 

Games can 

start at an 

earlier time. 



 

 
 
 

 2023 - 2024 
Nov 9 (Thurs)   Lewisburg HOME 

Nov 14 (Tues)   DCMS  AWAY 

Nov 16 (Thurs)  CHMS  AWAY 

Nov 28 (Tues)   SMS   HOME 

Nov 30 (Thurs)  OBMS  AWAY 

Dec 4 (Mon)   HMS   AWAY 

Dec 7 (Thurs)   HLMS  AWAY 

 

Tournament (top 4 teams only) week of Dec 11 at HMS 
 

Times:  Girls play at 5:30  Next game will be at 6:30  
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 

Drop Off/Dismissal Procedures 
 

Morning Drop Off 
 

• Doors open at 7:40 
• Students wanting breakfast must go at their designated time 

o 6th Grade: 7:40-7:45 
o 7th Grade: 7:45-7:50 
o 8th Grade: 7:50-7:55 

• Students who do not want breakfast will report directly to their 
first period class 

• Bus riders will be dropped off at the back of the school and enter 
through the gym 

• Car riders must be dropped off at the front of the school and exit 
on the sidewalk side of the car rider line. DO NOT DROP OFF 
STUDENTS IN THE TEACHER PARKING AREA! 

• Parents and students in the car rider line must follow the 
directions of the staff on duty 

 
Afternoon Pick-up 
 

• Cars will make two lines in the drive next to sidewalk 
• Cars arriving early should pull all the way forward to the stop sign 
• Car riders will exit the building through the front doors at 3:40 
• 6th grade bus riders will exit the building at the end of D Hall 
• 7th grade bus riders will exit through the rear gym doors 
• 8th grade bus riders will exit the building at the end of E Hall 
• Busses will leave the parking lot five minutes after the 3:40 bell  
• Students DO NOT have time to socialize with or wait on friends. If 

students miss their bus, they will be left and will need a ride. 
• No checkouts are allowed after 3:15 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students who are not picked up on time will wait on the benches at 
the front of the school.  

No student should be left past 4:00.  
Parents who cannot pick up by 3:40 should make other 

arrangements for transportation. 
 



 

 
 

School Lunch 
 

Pre-Payment 
 

 
Please take advantage of the options to prepay your student's meal 
accounts. Prepaid meal accounts help the lunch lines go faster and 
gives students more time to eat, relax, and play. It also gives you the 
peace of mind of not having to worry about looking for lunch money 
every day or worry that it might get lost, stolen or used for other 
things other than lunch. Please monitor account balances closely. 
Teachers and support staff are not responsible for keeping track of 
meal accounts.  
 
MyPaymentsPlus (https://www.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome) 
allows you to make pre-payments online using the website or phone 
app. There is a small transaction fee per payment, however, you are 
able to monitor your child's meal history at no cost . 

Cash / Check 
Cash and check at the serving line is still an option for those who 
chose not to utilize MyPaymentsPlus. 

Balance Transfer 
Access the form on the Child Nutrition webpage at 
https://www.desotocountyschools.org/prepayment# 

. Please include the following information:   

1. (Transfer From) Student(s) Full Name and School 
2. (Transfer To) Student(s) Full Name and School 
3. Amount to be Transferred to each account.  

https://mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
https://www.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
https://www.desotocountyschools.org/prepayment
https://mypaymentsplus.com/welcome


 

 
Free/Reduced Lunch 

 
Federal funding for free lunches for all students ended with the 2021-2022 school 
year. Families who believe they qualify to receive free/reduced lunch are 
encouraged to complete the online application. A new application must be 
completed every school year, which means that some families who may not have 
qualified in the past may qualify in the next school year.  
 
Free/Reduced Lunch Application can be accessed through the following website: 
https://www.nlappscloud.com/ 
 
Check Status: 
https://admin.nlappscloud.com/statuslookup/SelectDistrict  

 

School Lunch Information 
 

• Students are not allowed to leave campus. 
• No fast food or food delivery may be dropped off for a student’s lunch unless 

the parent is having lunch with the student in the cafeteria. 
• Parents who wish to bring store bought food for birthdays or rewards must 

discuss it with the student’s lunch period teacher beforehand. 
• Any parent having lunch with his/her student will be given alternate seating 

from the class. 
• Students will walk to and from the cafeteria with their lunch period teacher. 
• Students and parents may find the lunch menu online at our school website 

(lcm.desotocountyschools.org) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.nlappscloud.com/
https://admin.nlappscloud.com/statuslookup/SelectDistrict


APPLY FOR MEAL BENEFITS ONLINE!
A NEW APPLICATION MUST BE COMPLETED EACH
SCHOOL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1ST!
FAMILIES CAN APPLY YEAR-ROUND FOR MEAL BENEFITS!
ONE APPLICATION PER HOUSEHOLD!

R E S O U R CE  L I S T
Y O U R  S C H O O L  M E A L

DCSNUTRITION

MAKE PAYMENTS AND PRE-PAYMENTS TO ACCOUNT!
MONITOR BALANCES AND PURCHASES!
RECEIVE NOTIFICATIONS WHEN BALANCE IS LOW!
UTILIZE AUTO REPLENISH FOR ACCOUNT!
FREE SMART PHONE APP AVAILABLE!

CHECK THE STATUS OF YOUR STUDENT'S MEAL BENEFITS
APPLICATION!
PRINT ELIGIBITY STATUS LETTER!

VIEW SCHOOL MENUS!
VIEW MEAL PRICING!
REQUEST ACCOUNT BALANCE TRANSFERS AND REFUNDS!
SPECIAL DIET INFORMATION!
CONTACT INFORMATION FOR OUR CHILD NUTRITION STAFF!

WWW.SCHOOLLUNCHAPP.COM

WWW.MYPAYMENTSPLUS.COM

WWW.SCHOOLLUNCHSTATUS.COM

WWW.DESOTOCOUNTYCN.ORG

@DESOTOCHILDNUTRITION

THIS INSTITUTION IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER.

2023-24SY



Updated May 2023 

  

Meal Prices 

Student Breakfast (Paid) $ 1.75 
Student Breakfast (Reduced) $ 0.30 
Adult Breakfast Meal (3 or more menu items) $ 2.50 
Student Lunch (Paid) $ 2.75 
Student Lunch (Reduced) $ 0.40 
Adult Lunch Meal (3 or more menu items) $ 3.50 
Includes: Tea and Dessert (when available)    

Extra A La Carte Items 

Lunch Entrée $ 2.00  Baked Chips / Snack Mix $ 0.50 
Breakfast Entrée $ 1.50  Crackers (Cheez-It, Graham) $ 0.50 
Fruit / Vegetable (1/2 cup) $ 0.50  Cereal Bar (Nutri-Grain, Quaker, Trix) $ 0.50 
Grain (Roll, Biscuit, Mac & Cheese) $ 0.50  Dick & Jane Cookies $ 0.50 
Dessert (Jell-O, Cookie, Cake) $ 0.50  Cereal Bag $ 0.50 
Domino’s Pizza Slice $ 2.25  Pop-Tart $ 0.75 
8 oz Bottled Water* $ 0.50  Grandma Cookies $ 0.75 
16 oz Bottled Water* $ 1.00  Rice Krispies Bar $ 1.00 
Fruit Slushies $ 1.00  Applesauce Pouch $ 1.00 
100% Fruit Sparkling Juice $ 1.00  Flavored Raisins $ 1.00 
Ice Cream $ 0.50  Milk * $ 0.50 
Specialty Ice Cream $ 0.75  Tea (Adults Only) $ 0.50 

*Water and milk products are available to purchase for students who do not receive a school breakfast and/or lunch. State law 
prohibits any other a la carte items to be sold without a school breakfast and/or lunch purchase. 

 

Monthly Meal Price Breakdown 

  FULL PAY REDUCED 

Month / Days LUNCH BFAST TOTAL LUNCH BFAST TOTAL 

AUG 21 $57.75  $36.75  $94.50  $8.40  $6.30 $14.70 

SEPT 20 $55.00  $35.00  $90.00  $8.00  $6.00 $14.00 

OCT 21 $57.75  $36.75  $94.50  $8.40  $6.30 $14.70 

NOV 17 $46.75  $29.75  $76.50  $6.80  $5.10 $11.90 

DEC 11 $30.25  $19.25  $49.50  $4.40  $3.30 $7.70 

JAN 19 $52.25  $33.25  $85.50  $7.60  $5.70 $13.30 

FEB 19 $52.25  $33.25  $85.50  $7.60  $5.70 $13.30 

MAR 15 $41.25  $26.25  $67.50  $6.00  $4.50 $10.50 

APR 21 $57.75  $36.75  $94.50  $8.40  $6.30 $14.70 

MAY 16 $44.00  $28.00  $72.00  $6.40  $4.80 $11.20 

Yearly Cost: $495.00 $315.00 $810.00 $72.00 $54.00 $126.00 

 



 

Program Overview - Title I, Part A 
 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) provides financial assistance through 
state education agencies (SEAs) to local education agencies (LEAs) and 
public schools with the highest percentages of children from low-
income families to help ensure that all children meet challenging state 
academic standards. 
 
Title I funds may be used for children from preschool through grade 12.  
LEAs target the Title I funds they receive to public schools with the 
highest poverty rates.  Public schools with poverty rates of at least 40 
percent may use Title I funds, along with other federal, state, and local 
funds, to operate a school-wide program to upgrade the entire 
educational program. Schools with poverty rates below 40 percent, or 
those choosing not to operate a school-wide program, offer a targeted 
assistance program. In a targeted assistance program, the school serves 
Title I-eligible students who are failing, or most at risk of failing, to meet 
challenging state academic standards.  The school then designs, in 
consultation with parents, staff, and district staff, an instructional 
program to meet the needs of those students. Both school-wide and 
targeted assistance programs must be based on effective means of 
improving student achievement and include strategies to support 
parent and family engagement. 
 

 
Title I Parent and Family Engagement Events 

 
• August 2nd, 2023 - Back-to-School Events 

o Parent and Student Orientation 
▪ 6th Grade: 5:00-5:30 
▪ 7th Grade: 5:30 – 6:00 
▪ 8th Grade: 6:00 – 6:30 

• October 26th, 2023 – Mental Health Awareness and 
Trunk-or Treat 

• February 13th, 2023 – Family and Parent Breakfast 
 
 

  



 

 
 
 

School-Parent Compact 
 

Lake Cormorant Middle School and the parents of the students participating in 
activities, services, and programs funded Title I, Part A of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA) agree that this compact outlines how the parents, 
the entire staff, and the students will share the responsibility for improved student 
academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build 
and develop a partnership that will help children achieve the State’s high standards. 
 
The School’s Responsibilities 
 
Lake Cormorant Middle School will provide high-quality curriculum and 
instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment that enables the 
participating children to meet the State’s student academic achievement 
standards as follows: 

1. Hire highly qualified teachers 
2. Deliver engaging, well-planned lessons at Tier 1 instruction 
3. Provide ongoing teacher professional development 
4. Implement a system of positive behavior incentives to promote positive 

behaviors and lessen discipline issues 
5. Provide targeted Tier II instruction to closing gaps in student learning 
6. Provide Tier III instruction for students struggling academically/behaviorally 
7. Utilize student data to drive teacher instruction through the PLC model 

 
LCMS will hold parent-teacher conferences when students are not meeting 
academic and behavioral goals. The compact will be discussed as it relates to 
the individual child’s achievement. 

1. Conferences will be set up every 9 weeks by the counselors for students not 
meeting academic and behavior goals.  

2. Parents may request a conference at any time by contacting the school 
counselors. 

3. Teachers will conference with parents via SchoolStatus on a consistent basis. 
 
LCMS will provide parents with frequent reports on their children’s progress via 
the following methods: 

1. Progress Reports sent home via students once every 9 weeks term 
2. Report Cards at the end of each 9 weeks term 
3. Update grades frequently so that parents have access to current grades via 

Parent Portal 
4. Parental contact via email or phone/text using SchoolStatus 
5. School events (i.e., Back to School Bash, Open House, Title I Family Nights, 

PTO and Booster Club meetings, etc.) 
6. Auto-dialers 
7. Social media (as appropriate) 



 

 
LCMS will provide parents reasonable access to staff. 

1. Conferences can be set up through the counseling center. 
2. Teachers can be reached by email via their DCS email account and the 

school website (lcm.desotocountyschools.org), or by phone during school 
hours. 

 
LCMS will provide parents opportunities to volunteer and participate in their 
child’s education, to observe classroom/school activities, and to join 
organizations as follows: 

1. Booster club meetings/events 
2. PTO meetings/events 

 
The Parent’s Responsibilities 
 
We as parents will support our children’s learning in the following ways: 
 

1. Monitoring student attendance 
2. Making sure homework is completed 
3. Volunteering at school 
4. Participating, as appropriate, in decisions relating to my child’s education 
5. Promoting positive use of my child’s extracurricular time 
6. Staying informed about my child’s education by promptly reading all notices 

from the school or the school district 
7. Communicating with the school about pertinent matters in a timely manner 
8. Participating in Title I events and committees 

  



 

Parent’s Right To Know 
Dear Parent or Guardian: 
 
Our school receives federal funds for Title I, Part A programs. Throughout the school 
year, we will be providing you with important information about this law and your 
child’s education. This letter lets you know about your right to request information 
about the qualification of the classroom staff working with your child. 
 
You have the right to request information regarding the professional qualification of 
your child’s classroom teacher(s). If you requested this information, the district or 
school will provide you with answers to the following questions as soon as possible: 
 

1. Haws your child’s teacher met state licensing requirements for the grade 
level and subject in which the teacher is providing instruction? 

2. What are the college degree, majors and the fields of discipline for any 
graduate degree or certificates the teacher holds? 

3. Is the teacher working under an emergency status for which state licensing 
requirements have been waived? 

 
You also have the right to request information regarding the professional 
qualification of the paraprofessional(s) assisting your child’s teacher (s). If you 
request this information, the district or the school will provide you with answers to 
the following questions: 
 

1. Has she/he completed at least 2 years of study at an institute of higher 
learning? 

2. Has she/he completed an associate’s degree (or higher)? 
3. Has she/he met a rigorous standard of quality by meeting our state’s 

certification procedure for determining the quality of paraprofessional staff? 
4. Does she/he have (a) the knowledge of, and ability in instructing, reading, 

writing, and mathematics or (b) knowledge of and the ability to assist in 
learning activities such as homework, reading readiness, learning to read, 
writing, mathematics, and other appropriate support? 

 
If you would like to request this information, please contact your child’s school by 
phone at (662)781-0778 or by email at lisa.steiner@dcsms.org. 
 
Should you have any other questions regarding your child’s education, please don’t 
hesitate to call me at the school.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lisa Steiner, Principal 
Lake Cormorant Middle School 
  

mailto:lisa.steiner@dcsms.org


 

 
Tardy Policy 

Tardy #1-5: Student warning 
Tardy # 6: Parent will receive a text message 
Tardy #7: 1 day of lunch detention 
Tardy #8: Mandatory parent conference 
Tardy #9: 3 days of lunch detention 
Tardy #10: 5 days of lunch detention 
Tardy #11: 1 day of ALC 
Tardy #12: 2 days of ALC 
Tardy #13: 3 days of ALC; possible disciplinary hearing 
 

Absence and Attendance 
 

Please try to make your child’s doctor appointments after 3:00 p.m. or early in the 
mornings so that your child can check into school late. If your student misses more 
than 2 hours and 30 minutes of instructional time, they will be considered absent for 
the full day. 
 
Pursuant to Section 37-13-91, Mississippi Code of 1972, a compulsory-school-age 
child who is absent more than 37% of the instructional day must be considered 
absent the entire day. Therefore, for the purposes of determining and reporting 
attendance, a pupil must be present for at least sixty-three percent (63%) of the 
instructional day to be considered present the entire school day. 
 
Middle School Students (6-8) 

• Seven (7) absences may be excused by a note from a parent/guardian. 
• Any additional absence after the 7th excused absence by a parent/guardian 

note must be excused by a note from a doctor or other documentation 
excusing said absence. 

• Any documentation being given for an excuse of absence(s) must be 
submitted to the principal and or his/her designee within two (2) school days 
of returning to school unless granted an exception by the principal for 
extenuating circumstances. 

• When a student has exceeded five (5) unexcused absences, the Desoto 
County Attendance Officer shall be notified in writing within two (2) days by 
the school principal or his/her designee. 

• Trips that involve military events for brothers, sisters, or parents will be 
excused 

• Middle school sponsored trips will be excused (NOT trips with siblings at 
another school) 

• Excused and unexcused absences are further explained in DCS Board Policy 
JBA and JBD in the following pages. 
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