Owosso Public Schools
Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes
February 25, 2026 — 5:30 p.m.
Report 25-111

Present: Adam Easlick, Nick Henne, Rick Mowen, Shelly Ochodnicky, John Pappas, Olga Quick,

Absent: Marlene Webster

President Ochodnicky called the Board of Education Meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. The meeting
was held at the Washington Campus Administration Building, 645 Alger St, Owosso, M| 48867.

Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The agenda was amended to include an action item for an employee leave of absence and an
informational item regarding the potential relocation of board meetings. Moved by Easlick,
supported by Henne. Motion passed

Building Reports

Bryant Elementary was recognized during Celebrate Kids. Principal Spielman and Bryant
students highlighted the school’s whole-child support programs, including mentoring, social
learning groups, sensory spaces, conflict resolution, and basic needs support. Students shared
how these programs help with focus, problem-solving, anger management, and social skills.
Board members participated in a mock check-in/check-out activity. The board expressed
appreciation for the presentation and support of these programs.

Student Representative Ellen DeLong highlighted student achievements and activities: seven
OHS students were recognized as top CTE students in Shiawassee County by SRESD. The OHS
CTE program hosted an event for 8th graders to explore career and technical programs. FFA
students performed well at district and regional competitions, with one senior advancing as a
top 18 candidate for Michigan FFA state officer. The band programs held pre-festival concerts
and the annual Night of Jazz. Winter sports are concluding, with two wrestlers placing third at
district level and advancing to regionals.

Superintendent’s Report

Superintendent Brooks reported several district updates and recognitions. March is Reading
Month, which will begin soon, and board members were invited to participate as guest readers
in classrooms throughout the district. The OPS Foundation is hosting its “Back to the Tees”
indoor golf scramble on March 21, with information being shared with the community.

Several students and community recognition were also highlighted. OHS junior was named Miss
Teen Curwood 2026, and an OHS senior was selected as one of three statewide finalists for the
FFA State Star Agricultural Placement Award, which will be determined at the Wharton Center.




An OMS student was named Curwood Junior Princess, and Bryant kindergarten teacher was
selected as the Curwood Queen. Lincoln’s February Rotary Students of the Month were
highlighted.

The Superintendent shared updates from across the district, including well-attended band and
choir concerts at both the middle school and high school. The high school also hosted a CTE
Expo for incoming eighth graders to learn more about available career and technical education
programs. The Lincoln Knights basketball team placed second in the Heartland Legacy
Tournament and will participate in upcoming events, including a Legislative Day on March 19
and a blood drive on March 26.

Elementary updates included Bryant’s Glow Run fundraising event and upcoming activities, as
well as Emerson’s kickoff of the American Heart Association Heart Challenge, encouraging
families to learn about healthy habits and CPR awareness. Preschool registration has begun at
Bentley for the 2026-2027 school year, and Valentine’s Day activities were held to engage
students and families.

Operational updates included recognition of the transportation department and bus drivers for
safely transporting students during challenging winter road conditions, as well as appreciation
for the maintenance staff for their efforts in clearing sidewalks and parking lots. The technology
department has received approximately $325,000 in new desktop computers for staff, with
deployment planned during spring break and over the summer.

Athletics updates included recognition of Tom Trecha(bowling) and Dave Owens (basketball) as
Coaches of the Year, with all-conference athlete announcements expected soon. The district will
host a college signing day celebration for student athletes on March 11 in the OHS gym.
Additionally, the Athletic Hall of Fame induction ceremony was recently held, honoring several
individuals and teams.

The Superintendent also congratulated Treasurer Quick and Vice President Easlick for earning
Level Two certification through the Michigan Association of School Boards, recognizing their
continued leadership development, training, and service to the district.

Curriculum Director’s Report

Dr. Dwyer reported on several curriculum and instructional initiatives across the district. The
district recently hosted its winter new teacher event for educators in their first three years of
teaching, along with their assigned mentors. Organized by Jessica McClung, the event included a
guest speaker from the MEA who provided an informational session on financial planning topics
such as insurance, 403(b) and 457 retirement plans, and the differences between traditional and
Roth IRAs to help educators plan for their future.







