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SCHOOL YEAR 2024–2025





MCPSS SCHOOL CALENDAR 



STUDENT CARPOOL PROCEDURES
One of the most difficult jobs in the school is guiding the traffic and safely loading and unloading students. Please be patient and cooperative. You may help by following these
directions:
Mornings: Traffic enters ONE WAY Students will be unloaded in FRONT of the building. No student may be dropped off on Howell’s Ferry Road.
Please follow these simple directions:
1. Come to a full stop in front of the school after pulling as far down as directed.
2. Students may not unload until directed to do so by the teachers on duty.
3. Do not drive off or move your car until directed to do so by the teachers on duty.
Under no circumstances may students be loaded or unloaded anywhere else.
Afternoons:
1. Traffic enters ONE WAY. Automobiles will utilize four lanes.
2. DO NOT leave your car to pick up or call your child to the car.
3. The teachers on duty will direct you.
4. Always move down to the end of the line.
5. Please DO NOT park on the street around the school. STAY IN YOUR CAR; we will load your child
6. Under no circumstances may students be loaded anywhere else.
7. Remind your child to watch for your car and to refrain from playing.
8. Only one lane of traffic will exit at a given time. Do not begin to exit until directed. A traffic patrol person will assist on Howell’s Ferry Road.
9. This system works only if you cooperate. We may alter the manner in which your child is picked up if you break the rules.

SCHOOL BUS REGULATIONS
Students who live two miles or more from school are eligible for bus transportation. (Physically handicapped students are exempt from this law.) Students are required to abide
by all school bus rules. The bus driver will be required to report any unacceptable conduct to an administrator.
Unauthorized persons may not board the bus.
“The right of all students who ride on school buses is conditional on their good behavior and observance of the rules and regulations. Any student who violates any of these
rules and regulations will be reported to the principal with the recommendation that bus privileges be suspended.”
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Teacher 
Work Day

1st Quarter begins-August 7TH

Please review the traffic procedures for 

             Arrival and dismissal.

Registration- August 5th-6th.HMH Math
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HMH Math
Window
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iready window
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Professional
Development

MEET the teacher
2pm-4pm



Beanner D. Powe
Principal 

Students with belt loops 

Solid Light Blue Shirt (Polo Type Shirt) 
�Long or Short Sleeve

Khaki Pants, Shorts, or Skirt
�NO skinny jeans, tights, or leggings.
�Must be free of rips, holes, or tears.

Solid Light Blue Shirt (Polo Type Shirt) 
�Long or Short Sleeve

Khaki Pants or Shorts
�NO skinny jeans, tights, or leggings.
�Must be free of rips, holes, or tears.

Solid Navy Blue Shirt (Polo Type Shirt) 
�Long or Short Sleeve

Khaki Pants, Shorts, or Skirt
�NO skinny jeans, tights, or leggings.
�Must be free of rips, holes, or tears.

Solid Navy Blue Shirt (Polo Type Shirt) 
�Long or Short Sleeve

Khaki Pants or Shorts
�NO skinny jeans
�Must be free of rips, holes, or tears.

 wear a belt.

NO Boots, Open Toe/Heel, Light Up Shoes

Solid White, Black, or Navy Blue

Solid Navy Blue

Solid White, Navy Blue, or Light Blue
NO hats or hoods will be worn in the building.

Phone (251) 221-1571
Fax (251) 221-1570 

must

Orchard Elementary School
2024-2025 Uniform Policy 

6400 Howell’s Ferry Road
Mobile, AL 36618 

Pre-K 

Grades K-5 

All Students 

 Belt 

Girls 

Girls 

Boys 

Boys 

Solid Black or Brown 

FootwearAthletic Shoes with Laces or Velcro 

Socks 

Outerwear Jackets and Sweaters 

Headwear Headbands and Hair bows 

*Students should be dressed in proper uniform daily. No exceptions.
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Hispanic Heritage 9/15-10/15

Grandparent’s 
Breakfast

1st day 
of 

autumn

GRANDPARENTS BREAKFAST- SEPT. 8TH
labor day- no school- Sept 2nd

Professional Development - sept. 16th 

1 2 3 4 5

open house- sept. 17th 

Virtual Learning
Day

VIRTUAL learning day- sept 20th

Education
Technology Day

Progress
Reports

Progress Reports -September 11thCookie Dough
Fundraiser
Begins



 Orchard  Elementary School Daily Schedule
7:40 am
8:00 am
8:05 am
2:45 Pm
2:50 Pm

Student arrival  and breakfast
Class Begin/Students Report to Class
TARDY BELL

BUS/Car DISMISSAL
walkers/VAN DISMISSAL

All parents must remain in the car at all times  while in the car line. THE
FACULTY AND STAFF WILL MAKE SURE EACH CHILD GETS TO THEIR CAR SAFELY.  

Students must not arrive before 7:40 am. There will not be anyone to
supervise them.
.No Early dismissals after 2:00 pm.
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1 2 3

Teacher
Work Day
NO SCHOOL

2ND QUARTER
BEGINS

1ST QUARTER
ENDS

1st quarter ends- Oct 11 th

 2nd quarter begins- Oct 15th

Red Ribbon Week Oct 23-Oct 27

 1st quarter Awards day- Oct 18th

Teacher work day- no school- oct 14th

30 31

National Principal’s Month

National Principal’s Month

STEM Night- Oct 29th 

Breast Cancer Awareness Month
$1.00



Teachers can be contacted by sending a note to the teacher or by calling the school office at 221-1571. During class time, phone messages are taken in the office and placed in the teacher’s mailbox.
Teachers can meet with parents for a conference before school, after school, or during their planning period, depending on their schedule. You can also e-mail your child’s teacher. Please do not
expect a “drop in” conference or phone call during the instructional day. All parents are required to attend a minimum of two parent-student-teacher conferences per year. In order to make your
conference a profitable one, you may want to ask the teacher:
-Does my child participate in classroom activities?
-Does my childshow self-control?
-How does my child get along with other children?
-Does my childrelate well to adults?
-Can my child complete grade-level work?

Conferences

Methods of Communication

rEPORT CARDS
Report cards are sent home after each quarter. Please take time to talk to your child about his/ her progress, sign the report card envelope, and return it to your child's teacher as soon as possible. If
there are questions, a note should be sent to the teacher. Mid-Quarter Notes Each teacher will send a mid-term progress report for each student.

email 
all mcpss employees are assigned and email to be used for communication. Messages are checked frequently by the teachers and other staff. email addresses can be found on the school's website.  
please use contact the teacher first if you have any concerns. 

School messenger
THE MOBILE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM USES TELEPHONE CALLING, EMAILING, AND TEXT MESSAGES AS COMMUNICATION TOOLS WITH THE PARENTS. THIS METHOD IS  USED THE METHODS TO KEEP PARENTS INFORMED ON
ATTENDANCE, UMPCOMING EVENTS, AND EMERGENCIES. pLEASE MAKE SURE YOU HAVE THE CORRECT PHONE NUMBER ON FILE. 
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28

Daylight savings
time ends

No school veterans DAY-no school-NOV 11TH

THANKSGIVING BREAK NOV 25-29

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH
M.O.Y HMH TESTING BEGINS NOV 27TH 

29 30

Virtual Learning
Day

Virtual Learning DAY- NOV 5TH

Thanksgiving 
Lunch

FOOD DRIVE nOV 18- nov 22



SPECIAL  PROGRAMS
 RECOGNITION AND HONORS

 pRINCIPALS'S AWARD
STUDENT MAKING ALL A'S  AND S'S

A/B HONOR ROLL
STUDENTS MAKING ALL A'S/B'S

AND S'S A

CITIZENSHIP
One student every month from
each class who has exhibited

outstanding citizenship.

Perfect Attendance
Students who have been present every
day of the quarter and have no more

than 1 tardy and/or early dismissals.

Significant Improvement
Those students who have brought up or

improved Math and Reading grades without
allowing grades in other academic areas to

drop.



December 2024

272623

31

25

tEACHER
WORK DAY
NO SCHOOL

WINTER
BREAK

NO SCHOOL

WINTER
BREAK

NO SCHOOL

WINTER
BREAK

NO SCHOOL

WINTER
BREAK

NO SCHOOL

WINTER
BREAK

NO SCHOOL

WINTER
BREAK

NO SCHOOL

WINTER
BREAK

NO SCHOOL

9

6

20

13

28

7

21

14

19

12

30

16

10

24

17

11

18

8

22

15

29

SUN MON TUE WED THU FR I S A T

WINTER
BREAK

NO SCHOOL

CHRISTMAS
 PICTURES

MCPSS TOY DRIVE -dec 1-6 2ND
 QUARTER

 ENDS

2ND QUARTER ENDS- DEC 20TH

CHRISTMAS PICTURES- DEC 10TH 

WINTER BREAK- DEC 23-jAN 3

M.O.Y HMH TESTING ENDS- DEC 9TH

M.O.Y iReady testing begins- dec 9th

M.O.Y iReady testing ends- dec 15th

1 2 3 4 5

food drive- dec 16- DEC 20

SOCKS FOR SENIORS



ATTENDANCE
Students are expected to be in school, except in cases of emergency or for reasons  Explained in the Mobile County Public Schools Student Code of
Conduct. Students must at- tend a total of 3½ hours of school to be counted present for the day. The code lists the following as the only legal excuses
for absence from school: 
1. Personal illness - The school may require a doctor’s excuse. (The student must be fever free for 24 hours before returning to school.) 
2. Serious illness in the family. 
3.Death of a relative- The absence arising from this condition is limited to three days, unless reasonable cause may be shown. 
4. Observance of a religious holiday - must have prior approval of the principal. 
5. Any other reason must be excused by the principal prior to the absence.
The parent or guardian must write an excuse giving student's name, date, days of absence, reason for absence and his/her signature. The excuse must
be received by the classroom teacher within 3 days of the absence or the absence will be unexcused—no exceptions. Parents are allowed to send up to
eight (8)

Tardiness
Promptness to school is very important. Students tardy to school must be signed in by a parent or guardian and receive an admittance slip from the
front office. Orchard’s tardy bell rings at 8:10 am. An occasional tardy can be understood. Consistent and chronic tardiness can be considered
parental neglect. These students will be referred to our attendance officer. Under Alabama state law, tardiness is considered to be truancy for the
amount of time that the student is absent from school. Charges will be filed against the parent for contributing to the delinquency of a minor.

EARLY DISMISSALS
Students must be signed out in the school office. The person signing the student out early must have proper identification and must be listed on the
student’s enrollment card. EARLY DISMISSALS ARE NOT ALLOWED AFTER 2:00PM. Excessive early dismissals are monitored by our attendance officer and may
result in legal action.

 DISMISSAL CHANGES
ALL CHANGES IN REGULAR  AFTERNOON DISMISSAL ROUTINE MUST BE MADE IN WRITING. WE CANNOT AND WILL NOT ACCEPT CHANGES OVER THE TELEPHONE. 
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1 2professional
development 

day

Teacher 
work day

 3rd quarter
begins

Students return
students return- jan 6th 

DR. KING HOLIDAY- NO SCHOOL- JAN 20TH 

 2nd quarter Awards day- jan 10th

wida access testing begins- jan 21st
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SMILE CONTEST



DISCIPLINE
Discipline is the responsibility of the home, school, and community. There must be cooperation among teachers, parents, and students. We want your
child to learn and to progress. This is only accomplished through self-control and good behavior.

HOMEWORK
Homework serves an important purpose in your child’s school life. It is a way of reviewing and reinforcing the lessons taught in school .Homework is
also a way to help your child develop work study habits that will assist him/her throughout the years spent in school.  You can help your child develop
some routines that will be of assistance in successfully completing homework assignments. Help your child set a regular homework time each day.
Provide your child with a quiet time and place to work and study.

GRADING SYSTEM
Report cards are sent home after each quarter. Please take time to talk to your child about his/ her progress, sign the report card envelope, and
return it to your child's teacher as soon as possible. If there are questions, a note should be sent to the teacher. Each teacher will send a mid-term
progress report for each student.

TEXTBOOKS
Textbooks are assigned by numbers to students. In accordance with state policy, all textbooks must be kept covered. Books are to be kept clean and
handled carefully. Students will be required to pay for lost or damaged textbooks before additional books are issued.
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27 28

Black History Month Feb 1- feb 28

PTO Valentine’s
Day Carnation

Fundraiser

programprogram

BLACK HISTORY MONTH PROGRAM- FEB 28

VIRTUAL LEARNING 
day

NO SCHOOL VIRTUAL LEARNING DAY- FEB 3 NO SCHOOL

Picture Day-19th

National Counseling Week- 3rd-7th

National
Counseling

Week- 3rd-7th

Resource Officer Day-15th 

pto
mARDI gRAS
cORONATION
fUNDRAISER

mARDI gRAS cORONATION - fEB 20



HEALTH PROBLEMS

Any chronic health problems such as seizures or heart problems, etc., must be brought to the attention of the principal and the teacher. Parents
or guardians of any student having a chronic ailment that may cause the child to miss school during the year are required to provide the school
with a clinical or doctor’s statement verifying the child’s condition at the beginning of each semester. The statement shall reflect the nature of
the child’s illness, and state that the child may have to miss school from time to time due to this illness. When a child with a chronic illness is
absent, the parent must still send a parent note stating the reason for the absence. Students will be checked periodically for conditions such as
head lice, pink eye, scabies, and impetigo. Conditions such as these are easily transmitted from one person to another. In order to avoid
widespread occurrence, certain precautions are necessary. The parent of any child suspected of having a contagious health problem will be
contacted by telephone or letter. A doctor’s note must be provided, before the child can return to school. Every attempt will be made to avoid
embarrassment to your child.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT

Parental involvement is crucial to your child’s success in school. Parent bulletins will be sent home on a regular basis to keep you informed about
school activities and to assist you in plan- ning your opportunities of involvement. Contact your child’s teacher if you are willing to volun teer.
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27

SNEAKER BALL
3rd quarter 

ends
TEACHER 
WORK DAY
NO SCHOOL

4TH QUARTER
BEGINS

CELEBRATE WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH

3rd quarter  ends- mARCH 14TH

TEACHER  WORK DAY NO SCHOOL- MARCH 17th

4TH QUARTER BEGINs- March 18th
acap summative window  opens- march 18th

acap alternate window  opens- march 10th
no schoolno school no schoolno school no schoolno school no schoolno school MARDI GRAS BREAK mARCH 3- MARCH 7

 3rd quarter Awards day- march 21st



PROGRAM ENHANCEMENTS
Title I is a federally funded program. Federal funds are received based on the number of students receiving free or reduced lunch. These funds are
used to enhance the educational pro- gram and provide additional academic assistance. Guidance and Counseling The Guidance Office provides a
neutral, non- judgmental and caring environment in which a child feels comfortable working out his/her prob lems.

Media Center
The Media Center provides the students many hours of learning in re- search, computer skills and story time. Technology in the Classrooms
Classrooms are equipped with computers, ViewSonic Panels and other technology for student use.
Physical Education
This program provides students an opportunity to experience a variety of activities which will develop good fitness practices, basic movement skills,
and sports-related skills.
Problem Solving Teams
Problem Solving Teams are a school-based approach to meet the needs of at-risk students in regular education classroom settings. This collaborative
team pools their expertise from many are- as to help resolve school and student issues. This team effort helps to address academic, social, and/or
behavioral concerns regarding students. Typically, students are referred to Problem Solving Teams before being referred to Special Education.

Special Education
Students whose specific needs require a modified curriculum and who qualify for specialized instruction can be served through a variety of special
programs. The goal of the special education pro- gram is to work with each child in the learning environment which is best for the individual, so that
each student may reach full potential.

PACE
THE PACE(PURSUING ACADEMICS,CREATIVITY, AND EXCELLENCE ) PROGRAM HAS SERVED GIFTED STUDENTS IN GRADES K-12 . THE PACE TEAM LOOKS FOR
STUDENTS WHO HAVE SHOWN A HIGH LEVEL OF ABILITY IN ACADEMICS AND CREATIVITY. STUDENTS MAYBE REFERRED BY A TEACHER, COUNSELOR, PARENT, OR
ADMINISTRATOR. A DISTRICT SCREEMING IS IN PLACE AND WILL BE FOLLOWED. 
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2 3

SPRING BREAK- APRIL 21-25- NO SCHOOL

HAPPY EARTH DAY- APRIL 22

acap summative window   closes- april 18th 

acap alternate window  closes- april 4th

30



CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM
STUDENT BREAKFAST and LUNCH ARE FREE! Breakfast is served from 7:40 a.m. to 8:10 a.m.

Lunch Program
The lunch schedule varies with each grade level. The “NO CHARGE” USDA grant allows all of our students to eat one breakfast and one lunch daily at
no charge.

Menu
We make every effort to send home a breakfast and lunch menu at the end of each month for the next month. You can also find our menu on- line. Please
be mindful that due to deliveries, menus may change.

Dining with Students
Parents should send a note to the teacher stating when you would like to dine with your child. Advance notice is helpful so that the cafeteria can have
an accurate daily lunch count. Any food brought in from home or a restaurant should be in a lunch box or bag (not restaurant wrappers and bags.)
PRICES:
MCPSS ADULT: $3.75
VISITOR ADULT: $4.00
VISITOR CHILD:$3.75

ICE CREAM
ICE CREAM WILL BE SOLD EVERYDAY FOR $1.50.  IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PURCHASE ICE CREAM, PLEASE SEND IN THE MONEY EVERY MORNING.
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29 30

TEACHER 
WORK DAY
NO SCHOOL

TEACHER APPPRECIATION WEEK- may 5-may 9

TEACHER  WORK DAY-NO SCHOOL -may 23RD

last day for students- may 22Nd 

Class
 Parties5TH GRADE

 TRANSITION
 CEREMONY 5TH GRADE TRANSITION CEREMONY-MAY 19TH 

4th quARTER ENDS MCPSS HOLIDAY- MAY 26TH 

spring fling- may 2ND

eo.y iready testing- may 12-may 16

31

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL’S DAY- MAY 1



VISITORS/SECURITY
Orchard openly welcomes visitors. All visitors and parents are required to report to the front office to receive permission to be on school grounds.
Visitors are expected to sign in and out in the visitor’s log, and obtain a visitor’s pass. Any person on school property who has not registered with the
school office is illegally on school property and will be asked to identify himself/herself properly or to leave the school grounds. If the visitor
refuses to leave the school grounds or creates any disturbance, the principal has the authority to request aid from a Law Enforcement Agency. The
primary pur pose of these regulations is to ensure the safe- ty of all students and staff. These rules apply to all persons, other than teachers/staff
members and students enrolled in the school.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT
Parental involvement is crucial to your child’s success in school. Parent bulletins will be sent home on a regular basis to keep you informed about
school activities and to assist you in plan- ning your opportunities of involvement. Contact your child’s teacher if you are willing to volunteer.

STUDENT PARTIES AND ACTIVITIES
Class parties are scheduled for Christmas and End-of-Year. Sending a small birthday snack is acceptable. Any activity that is planned in the school
that is a departure from the regular schedule and routine of the school is to be approved by the principal. Orchard activities are for Orchard students
only. Other school age children are not allowed on campus during activity times. Snacks must be in compliance with the MCPSS Wellness plan. Parents
must contact the teacher for approval prior to the day of the snack.

FIELD TRIPS
Field trips are planned to correlate with the regular classroom instructional program. In planning a field trip, MCPSS guidelines must be followed.
- Students must pay for the cost of the field trip and return the signed permission slip by the specified deadline.
- Field trip money cannot be refunded in case of absences or change of plans.
- Students attending the field trip may not ride in the car with parents to or from the field trip destination.
- Students in other grades or enrolled in other schools may not attend field trips.
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MEN'S HEALH AWARENESS MONTH

JUNETEENTH- JUNE 19TH

SUMMER LITERACY AND NUMERACY CAMP BEGINS 6/2

SUMMER LITERACY &
NUMERACY CAMP

 BEGINS
 

SUMMER LITERACY AND NUMERACY CAMP ENDS 6/27

SUMMER LITERACY &
NUMERACY CAMP ENDS 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7




