
STAR testing Overview
What is STAR?

STAR Reading is a short, adaptive assessment that students take four
times a year. “Adaptive” means the questions adjust to each student’s
skill level—getting easier or harder based on their responses. The
assessment typically takes 30-45 minutes.

What does it measure?
STAR provides teachers and families with information about:

Reading comprehension
Vocabulary and word knowledge
Literacy skills aligned to grade-level standards
Overall reading growth over time

STAR scores include Lexile levels, percentile ranks, and scaled scores,
each offering a different way of understanding where a student is
performing and how they are progressing.

Why does STAR Matter?
STAR Reading gives us quick, reliable feedback on how students are
developing as readers. Because it’s given multiple times a year, teachers
can adjust instruction long before high-stakes testing occurs. For parents,
these scores offer a window into reading readiness and help guide
conversations about at-home support and appropriate book choices.



STAR testing Overview
How does STAR benefit teachers and students?

We use STAR results to:
Track student growth across the school year
Identify students who may need enrichment or intervention
Help teachers tailor instruction based on student needs
Monitor readiness for end-of-year expectations

Although STAR is not a graded test, it is one of our most important tools
for understanding where students are and how to support their academic
growth.

How to Understand the STAR Report
Parents can request to see:

Scaled Score (SS): Shows your child’s performance on a stable scale
that allows us to track progress.
Percentile Rank (PR): Compares your child’s score to other students
nationwide.
Lexile Level: Helps you choose books at the right level for your child.
Growth Over Time: Shows whether your child is meeting, exceeding,
or approaching their expected learning trajectory.

If you are unsure how to interpret any section of your child’s report, your
child’s teacher is happy to walk you through it.


