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Principal's Message
Dear St. Catherine Families,
Thank you for the wonderful support you showed during parent-teacher conferences this week. You came with thoughtful questions, encouragement, and a willingness to partner with our school. I am grateful for the care you bring to these conversations and for the trust you place in us as we work together to help your children grow.
Thank you, too, to our staff for the time and preparation they put into conferences. Their work reflects how deeply they care about each child—their learning, their challenges, their friendships, and their successes. That is the heart of parent partnership. We share a love for your children     and a commitment to helping them become the people God calls them to be. Thank you for   being part of that work with us.


Reminders
Thank You for Supporting the Book Fair!
A big thank you to everyone who attended the book fair and purchased books. Every book sold helps support our school! We are especially grateful to the parents who purchased books from teachers’ wish lists for their classroom libraries. Your generosity puts more wonderful books into our students’ hands.
All-School Mass and Guest Lunch: Thursday, October 15
Please RSVP to Ms. Giesen in the office for next week’s all-school Mass on Thursday, October

15, at 10:30 a.m., with guest lunch to follow. You can call the school office or email her at
[bookmark: _GoBack]terra.giesen@k12.nd.us. We look forward to gathering with you for worship and fellowship!
Prepare for Colder Weather
We are approaching the season when precipitation comes down as something other than rain! Please send your child in warm clothes and encourage them to dress in layers. When snow arrives, students will need their full snow gear for recess: coat, hat, gloves, snow pants, and boots.
Procare Questions
We sent Procare information at the beginning of the week, and Ms. Giesen has been working   with each family on digital invoices. If you have questions about Procare, please call the   school office and speak with Ms. Giesen or me. We appreciate your patience as we work through this brand-new part of our school operations.


St. Catherine Spotlight
Our Virtue of the Week:  Affability
A one-word definition of affability is friendly. Sometimes it can be difficult to picture what teaching “soft skills” looks like in a school, but our Catholic virtues give children concrete ways to practice those skills.
Affability might look as simple as saying hello when someone says hello to you. As adults, that may seem small, but for some children, it takes practice and encouragement. These everyday moments help students learn to acknowledge others and make them feel welcome.
This week, I really felt that our students embodied affability, and I was thankful to see it in their interactions around the school.
Principal for a Day: Mr.  Muske
Mr. Muske did a great job leading our school as Principal for a Day! He arrived in a Mustang convertible and received a red-carpet welcome from cheering staff—all principals get that treatment, you know!
His day included greeting students, visiting classrooms, taking on leadership challenges, and issuing his principal decree: “Cupcakes for lunch!” He also attended an off-campus business meeting at Dairy Queen. I think that’s tax deductible, right?
At the end of the day, he left the same way he arrived—in style!
It was a fun day and a great auction experience. Since two people received this auction item this year, we will also have a little friendly competition between our two Principals for a Day to see who earns the title of “Principal of the Year.” Mr. Muske has certainly set the bar high!
Thank you for another wonderful week at St. Catherine. I am grateful for our students, our staff, and the families who make this small school such a special community.
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“Inspiring excellence through faith, learning, and service.”
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