Profile and Plan Essentials

LEA Name

AUN

Portage Area SD

108116303

Address 1

84 Mountain Ave

Address 2

City

State

Zip

Portage

PA

15946

Director of Special Education Name

Troy Eppley

Director of Special Education Email

teppley@mustangmail.org

Director of Special Education Phone Number

Director of Special Education Ext

814-736-9636

1605

Chief Administrator Name

Mr Patrick J Noel

Chief Administrator Email

pnoel@mustangmail.org

Special Education Students

Total Number of Students Receiving Special Education 156

School District Total Student Enrollment 784

Percent of Students Receiving Special Education 19.9




Steering Committee

Name Position/Role Building Email
Jeremy Burkett Building Principal Portage Area JSHS jburkett@mustangmail.org
Scott Burda Special Education Teacher Portage Area JSHS sburda@mustangmail.org

Kathy Hough

Board Member

Portage Area SD

khough@mustangmail.org

Pete Noel Superintendent Portage Area SD super@mustangmail.org
Mary Boland Parent Portage Area SD mboland@mustangmail.org
Morgan Long General Education Teacher Portage Area El Sch mlong@mustangmail.org
Ashley Shaffer Other Portage Area SD ashaffer@mustangmail.org

Troy Eppley

Director of Special Education

Portage Area SD

teppley@mustangmail.org




School District Areas of Improvement and Planning - Indicators

Suspension/Expulsion by Race/Ethnicity (Indicator 4B)

Indicator not flagged at this time.

Disproportionate Representation by Race/Ethnicity (Indicator 9)

Indicator not flagged at this time.

Disproportionate Representation by Race/Ethnicity/Disability (Indicator 10)

Indicator not flagged at this time.

Timely Initial Evaluations (Indicator 11)

Indicator not flagged at this time.

Secondary Transition (Indicator 13)

Improvement and Planning Activity




-Portage conducted Personnel training for special education teachers and related personnel regarding the transition process and subsequent IEP documentation
which includes annual updates. District worked with IU and PaTTAN consultants and the training was approved by BSE Advisor on 2/01/2023.

Graduation (Indicator 1)

Indicator not flagged at this time.

Drop Out (Indicator 2)

Indicator not flagged at this time.

Assessment (Indicator 3)

Indicator not flagged at this time.

Education Environments (Indicator 5)

Indicator not flagged at this time.




Parent Involvement (Indicator 8)

Indicator not flagged at this time.

Early Childhood Transition (Indicator 12)

Indicator not flagged at this time.

Post-School Outcomes (Indicator 14)

Indicator not flagged at this time.

Resolution Sessions (Indicator 15)

Indicator not flagged at this time.

Mediation (Indicator 16)

Indicator not flagged at this time.






School District Areas of Improvement and Planning - Monitoring
District has completed all monitoring corrective action/improvement plans.



|dentification Method

Identify the District's method for identifying students with specific learning disabilities

Discrepancy Model

| Building Name ‘ AUN ‘ Branch Number | RTI ‘ Approved RTI Use




Non-Resident Students Oversight

1.

1.

Is your district currently a host district for a 1306 facility?

No

Describe the host’s educational oversight to ensure students with disabilities are educated in the least restrictive environment while in the 1306 facility?
(If not a host, answer as if you were.)

If the Portage Area School District were a host district of a 1306 facility, district administration and/or staff would communicate and collaborate with the
facility’s staff and personnel to establish educational programming appropriate to meet the needs of the students. PASD would follow the guidelines
established under 1306 of the school code when working with the facility to provide educational programming options and services for students. All special
education programs and services will be provided by a certified special education teacher. Students with disabilities would be provided with a free and
appropriate education (FAPE) within the least restrictive environment (LRE) as determined by each student’s IEP team. Any information that could impact
the educational options and/or educational environments for a student, such as, court orders and/or treatment needs would be reviewed and considered
by the IEP team as well.

Describe the district’s procedures for communicating with 1306 facilities and how the district ensures a successful transition back to school?

In the event that a student from the Portage Area School District is placed in a 1306 facility, district personnel will ensure transfer of records within the
required 10 business days of the request, and staff will remain in contact with personnel form the facility throughout a student's placement. Additionally,
PASD staff will maintain a role in student monitoring and educational planning. With timely notification of student discharge or release , PASD staff will
communicate and collaborate with the facility and host district personnel to facilitate a smooth transition back to the home district or other program
determined to best meet the student's educational needs.



Incarcerated Students Oversight

1.

Does the district have an adult correctional facility that houses juveniles within its geographical boundaries?
No

Describe the system of oversight the District would implement to ensure that all incarcerated students who may be eligible for special education are
located, identified, evaluated and when deemed eligible, are offered a free appropriate public education (FAPE).

The Portage Area School District is not a host district since there are currently no facilities for incarcerated students within its geographical boundaries. If
PASD has incarcerated students, the district will collaborate and cooperate with the host district and/or the Intermediate Unit that provides the educational
services to ensure that students who may be eligible for special education are located, identified, evaluated, and have IEP's developed that are appropriate
to meet their educational needs. PASD's special education department/staff will ensure that the students' educational records are provided to the
educating entity in a timely manner, participate in meetings and maintain special education records for all incarcerated students. As per the compulsory
education laws, all students under the age of 18 who are incarcerated in adult facilities will be provided an appropriate educational program. Incarcerated
students ages 18-21 who have not received a high school diploma and wish to continue their education will be provided the opportunity to do so.
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Least Restrictive Environment

1.

Review the district’s data for Least Restrictive Environment. Highlight areas of improvement.

The state's Special Education Data Report from the 2022-2023 school year reflects that the Portage Area School District educated 70.1 % of our special
education students inside the regular education class 80% or more of the day. With this percentage, the district exceeded the State average of 61.6 % for
this category. Portage Area School District educated 11.1% of special education students inside the regular education setting less than 40% of the day which
is slightly higher than the state average of 10.0%. PASD did not have a large enough group sizes for PDE to display data regarding the "other" settings
categories. The most recent 2021-2022 state target measure baseline for Indicator 5: Educational Environment show that Portage Area School District met
the exceeded the state target for "SE Inside Regular Class 80% or More" by recording 74.3% of the special education population being in the regular class,
the state target was 61.8%. The district was above the target for SE Inside Regular Class Less Than 40% with 10.3% of the special education population
being educated inside the regular class less than 40% of their day. The district will continue to explore options that will promote the delivery of special
education services within the general education environment to continue to meet the SPP Targets for this indicator as well as work to meet the SPP target
of SE Inside Regular Class Less than 40%. Some factors that impact the districts ability to meet this target is the fact that they have an Autistic Support
Classroom and Life Skills Classroom in the elementary and we look to open an Autistic Support classroom in the secondary level. These classrooms are
district run and serve to meet the needs of our higher need learners. The district continues to provide training to its staff that promotes the delivery of
services, programs and supplementary aides & supports in the general education environment. The district continues to utilizes paraprofessionals and/or
Co-Teachers as a means of providing instructional support and an increased level of access to the general education environment and curriculum. The
district plans to continue to explore ways to expand and enhance this practice by partnering with the local IU08 as well as exploring other partnerships to
help strengthen the co-teaching models in the district..

What universal practices does the district utilize to address the academic and social/emotional needs of all students in need of accommodations to their
learning environments?

PASD utilizes a MTSS process as a universal practice to assist with addressing academic and social/emotional needs of all students. This process involves
various assessments/data collection procedures and collaboration between general education teachers, educational specialists and administrators. This
team will review student data and recommend interventions, strategies, supplementary aids/services and accommodations to address the needs of
students in their learning environments. If the students does not make progress with the aforementioned recommendations, parents will be contacted to
discuss the option for a multidisciplinary team evaluation. If the student is found to be eligible for special education services, the student's IEP team
(including the parent/guardian) will meet to collaborate and make decisions regarding the educational programs and services (academic and social
emotional) that are needed for each child. This includes the determination of where the services are provided to the student. First, the IEP teams review
the students' present levels of academic achievement and functional performance. At this point the team will discuss the child's progress and identify
current educational strengths and needs. Next the team will determine appropriate goals/objectives to address the needs previously identified for the
student. Then the IEP team will discuss and determine the specially designed instruction, program modifications and supplementary aids and services that
the student will be required as part of the student's individualized education plan. Lastly, the IEP team will discuss and determine the appropriate
educational placement in which the student will receive Special Education programs and services. The IEP teams always consider the regular education
environment with supplementary aids and services before moving down the continuum to a more restrictive environment. If the student will not
participate with students without disabilities in the regular education environment/class an explanation will be provided as part of the student's IEP.
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Describe the academic programming and training efforts the LEA utilizes to ensure meaningful participation of students with disabilities in the general
education curriculum.

The goal of the Portage Area School District is to provide all special education supports and services to each identified student in the least restrictive
environment to the maximum extent appropriate. The importance of the use of inclusionary practices continues to be a priority and is stressed within the
district to help ensure that students are educated in the least restrictive environment. Collaboration between the general and special education teachers is
encouraged and supported by building administrators. District administrators and staff collaborate to determine scheduling practices and procedures that
will support/promote inclusionary opportunities for student with disabilities. The district has implemented co-teaching practices and intervention services
in the general education setting to promote educating students in the least restrictive environment. The district's special education teachers have been
trained in the use of Supplementary Aids and Services Toolkit. This framework serves as a valuable resource for IEP teams when discussing the need for
supplementary aids and services that may be included in student IEP's to help promote maximum integration in the general education classroom and
curriculum. During this past school, the district purchased and trained staff on how to use a program called Accomods. Accomods is a tool that
assists/guides IEP teams with the development of appropriate, specially designed Instruction for students with special needs by aligning student's strengths
and learning needs to hundreds of accommodations and modifications. During the 2023-2024 school year, the district has renewed the subscription with
Accomods and added an in-person training support that is accompanying the product. The increased support for Accomods is designed to ensure that
teachers know the full capability of the program as well as how to best implement it.

Describe the supplementary aids and services the LEA utilizes to ensure meaningful participation of students with disabilities in extracurricular activities.
To ensure meaningful participation in extracurricular activities and non-academic activities, this topic is discussed at every IEP meeting. Each student's IEP
team discusses the the student's individual needs, and the team decides if the student's plan is to include the use of supplementary aids and services for
participation in extracurricular activities. Examples of these supplementary aids and services may include, but are not limited to the following: specialized
transportation, nursing services, access to self care items or one-to-one behavioral supports.

Describe the District procedures, which ensure that, to the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities placed in private institutions are
educated with non-disabled children and have the opportunity to participate in district lead extracurricular activities?

Students with disabilities that are placed in private institutions are based on the individual educational needs of the student. If the placement is determined
through the IEP team process, the team discusses and decides what is the maximum extent appropriate that the student is educated with non-disabled
children and the opportunities for the student to participate in district lead extracurricular activities. The district's Director of Special Services maintains
communication with the private institution and participates in IEP and other meetings held for the student during the placement. In the event that a
student is placed in the private institution via the courts or medical personnel, the students opportunity for participation may be limited based upon the
necessity of the placement.

Discuss the district’s need to build capacity and expand programs and services in an effort to provide a continuum of services. (Consider the out of
district placement chart)

PASD continually reviews the number of students placed in out of district programs to determine if there is a need to establish internal programs to meet
the needs of our students with disabilities. PASD is committed to providing programs and services for its students in the least restrictive environment.
Portage operates an Autistic Support Classroom in the elementary building which as been in operation for four years. The district took steps to open an
elementary Life Skills Classroom in 2023-2024. That room also enabled the district to create a full time Itinerant Autistic/Emotional Support Teacher to
serve grades K-6. The district also received permission from the Bureau of Special Education to open an additional Autistic Support Classroom in the
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secondary setting. The second classroom is designed to ensure a continuum of services for these complex learners. The addition of these classrooms as
well as itinerant teacher helps to demonstrate the districts commitment to building a true continuum of services for all learners across the district,
regardless of the level of need the learner possesses. PASD continues to provide the type and level of supports appropriate to meet the needs of our
student population. If the need for additional services or programs arise based upon a change in student needs, the district will reconfigure staffing or

create new programming to address these needs.

Out of District Placements

Number of Students

Facility Name Facility Type Other Operated By Service Type Placed

U8 Brldgg-Tran5|t|ona| Other Community Based IU 08 Life Skills Support 1

Community

Central Cambia School District | Other School District Ct.ent.ral Cambria School Multiple Disabilities 1

District Support

Appalachian Youth Services Other Day Treatment IU 08 Emotional Support 1
Program

Pressley Ridge Licensed Private Pressley Ridge Emotional Support 3

¥ Ric8 Academic ¥ Ric8 PP
. _ Day Treatment . .

Forest Hills School District Other Forest Hllls Life Skills Support 1

Program
. Day Treatment .

Extended Family Programs Other IU 08 Emotional Support 4
Program

Soaring Heights/Altoona Licensed Private Soaring Heights Autistic Support 1

Academic
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Positive Behavior Support

Date of Approval
2019-11-13

Uploaded Files
BoardDocs PL 113.2 Behavior Support.pdf

1. How does the district support the emotional, social needs of students with disabilities?
The Portage Area School District has an established Behavior Support Policy. The basis of this policy is to ensure that students with disabilities are educated
in the least restrictive environment and shall only be placed in settings other than the regular education class when the nature or severity of the student's
disability is such that education in the regular education class with the use of appropriate supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily.
If a student exhibits a need for behavioral supports, the student's IEP team will convene to incorporate appropriate positive behavioral interventions,
strategies and support into the IEP to address the behavior(s) that are interfering with learning. The policy state that the district's behavior support
programs shall be based on positive rather than negative behavior techniques to ensure that students shall be free from demeaning treatment and
unreasonable use of restraints or other aversive techniques. The use of restraints shall be considered a measure of last resort and shall only be used after
other less restrictive measures, including de-escalation techniques. Behavior support programs and plans will be based on a functional assessment of
behavior and will include the use of research-based techniques to develop and maintain skills that will enhance student' opportunities for learning and self-
fulfillment. The following are some examples of supports the district utilizes to meet the emotional and social needs of students with disabilities: 1)
Provide an outside agency (Alternative Community Resource Program) space to provide school based counseling services to students. 2) Individual and
small group session with Emotional Support teacher to address individualized social-emotion needs 3) Social Worker services to address individualized
social-emotion needs 4) Use of the Zones of Regulation framework to assist students in developing emotional regulation skills 5) Online Social-Emotional
Resources to address anxiety management, anger management and bullying prevention 6) The district continues to utilize Move This World 7) The district is
expanding the use of the SMARTS Curriculum, with is a research-based executive function curriculum. 8) The School Social Worker has a fully
trained/certified therapy dog who is used in individual and small group sessions with students.

2. Describe training provided to staff in the use of positive behavior supports, de-escalation techniques and responses to behavior that may require
immediate intervention.
The Portage Area School District provided professional development and training to staff that promotes the enhancement and expansion of the continuum
of supports and/or services that will provide students with disabilities access to the general education curriculum and intervention programs/services in the
least restrictive environment. The district's special education teachers have been trained in the use of the Supplementary Aids and Services Toolkit. This
framework serves as a valuable resource for IEP teams to help promote maximum integration in the general education classroom and curriculum. The
Portage Area School District recognizes the importance of training staff in the use of positive behavior supports and de-escalation techniques. The district
utilized the Crisis Prevention Institute's Non-Violent Crisis Intervention Program to train its staff on verbal de-escalation techniques and physical control
techniques. All special education personnel, including paraprofessionals, have been trained through this program. Each year these individuals participate in

15



a refresher workshop to maintain their certifications. All new special education staff members complete the initial 2-day training program. Additionally, all
PASD staff have received training in De-escalation techniques provided by the local IU. Teachers in the more complex settings such as the Life Skills Support
and Autistic Support classrooms have received additional verbal de-escalation techniques from the Intermediate Unit partnering with PaTTAN. These
classrooms are also receiving regular coaching sessions by consultants from PaTTAN and 1U08 through the Systemic Training and Technical Assistance Grant
for the 2023-2024 school year. If a student would require immediate intervention due to engaging in behaviors that may cause harm to his/herself, the
district may utilize the following emergency procedures: 1) use of safe physical control techniques 2) Notify parent/guardian to remove the student from
the school 3) Notify police, if needed 4) Notify mental health service providers 5) Contact emergency services and ambulance

Describe the district positive school wide support programs.

The district positive school wide support program is based on positive rather than negative behavior techniques to ensure that students shall be free from
demeaning treatment an unreasonable use of restraints or other aversive techniques. The district utilizes components of the PBIS framework, such as
quarterly behavioral incentives and the "PRIDE" motto, but has not yet applied to be part of the PBIS state initiative, The district signed a letter of
commitment to participate in and become a PBIS school for the elementary grades K-6 beginning in the 2024-2025 school year. The Elementary has
developed a lead team as well as began planning the entire system with the partnership of the IU08. In the event that a student needs individualized
behavioral supports, informal and/or formalized behavior support programs and plans will be based on a functional assessment of behavior and will include
the use of research-based techniques and positive reinforcement to develop and maintain skills that will enhance students' opportunities for learning and
self-fulfillment.

Describe the district school-based behavior health services.

The Portage Area School District has an established agreement with the Alternative Community Resource Program (ACRP) to provide School Based
Counseling Services to student that may need Behavioral Health Services. The goal of the Outpatient School Based Counseling is to increase the student's
level of functioning within the school environment. The School Based Therapist may facilitate individual, group or family therapy within the school
environment depending on the need of the student. Individual counseling may address behavioral issues that interfere with the student's learning within
the school environment. Interventions utilized may assist in the prevention of peer relational problems, bullying, conflicts with authority figures, verbal and
physical aggression. PASD continues to employ a full time School Social Worker on staff, who also has a certified and trained therapy dog who accompanies
her daily. This position has been very beneficial in providing direct services to students, as well as, coordinating with families and external organizations to
provide various mental/behavioral health services for students within the school and home environments. The following is a non-exhaustive list of various
organizations that the district has worked with to provide supports and resources to students and families within the district. -Victim services to provide
therapy to sexual assault victims. -Women's Help Center to educate students on healthy relationships deemed in need. -Healing Patch Greif Support for
students who have lost loved ones. -Starting in 22-2023 Merakey for Blended Case Manger/Independent Living Goals/Mental Health Services

Describe the district restraint procedure.

The restraint reporting and data collection procedures here at Portage Area School District consist of the following; 1. The teacher will complete and sign
the Restraint Reporting and Data Collection Form and submit to the building principal. 2. The building principal will review and sign the report. 3. The
building principal will submit the report to the Director of Special Education, Special Education Secretary and a copy to the Superintendent. 4. The Director
of Special Education will enter the incident in the Restraint Information System Collection (RISC) system. 5. Any restraint that results in an injury to a
student and/or staff will be reported via email to the Bureau of Special Education to eleaman@state.pa.us with a carbon copy to adeluca@state.pa.us
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within three school days. 6. In the event the Director of Special Education is not available within three school days, the Special Education Secretary will
report the incident. 7. The Restraint Reporting and Data Collection Form and procedure are stored on the Special Education share drive.
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Intensive Interagency

Please address any areas of concern with students who are placed on Instruction Conducted in the Home or who are at a substantial risk of waiting more
than 30 days for an appropriate educational placement.

Currently the district is not having difficulty ensuring a free appropriate public education (FAPE) for any students. However, if the district would be unable to
provide FAPE for a student, the IEP team would work collaboratively with various outside agencies to ensure FAPE is provided to our students. An interagency
approach would be used to resolve and locate educational placements and services for the student. The school district would utilize the services of an
Interagency Coordinator through Intermediate Unit 08, to assist student IEP teams on locating or determining an appropriate educational program for the
student. Additionally, the district will request the involvement of the Children and Adolescent Service System Program (CASSP) to assist in helping to determine
or access appropriate programs and services for hard to place students. Any recommendations/options regarding programs, services or placement is discussed
and determined by the Individualized Education Plan team, in which parents are actively involved in the decision-making process. The team would analyze the
educational program, benefits, and services at each placement. Once the appropriate placement is selected, the district will work collaboratively with the staff
at the selected facility to ensure all necessary records and information regarding the student is provided in a timely manner to promote a successful transition.
The district maintains close contact to ensure FAPE is being provided to the student. Additionally, the IEP team would look at their continuum of supports and
services the district currently offers to determine if there are any gaps in the services causing the difficulty in providing FAPE. If an identified student receives
Homebound Instruction or Instruction in the Home, PASD will complete the required reporting through the SES reporting system.
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Education Program (Caseload FTE)

FTEID

Classroom Location

Full-time or Part-time Position?

Revised

HSO03 TK

Secondary

Full-time (1.0)

01/23/2024 11:09 AM

Building Name

Portage Area JSHS

Support Type

Learning Support

Support Sub-Type

Learning Support

Level of Support

Case Load

Itinerant (20% or Less)

5

Identify Classroom

Classroom Location | Age Range

School District Secondary 15to 16
Age Range Justification FTE %
0.1

Building Name

Portage Area JSHS

Support Type

Learning Support

Support Sub-Type

Learning Support

Level of Support

Case Load

Supplemental (Less Than 80% but More Than 20%) | 1

Identify Classroom Classroom Location Age Range

School District Secondary 16to 16

Age Range Justification FTE %
0.05

FTEID

Classroom Location | Full-time or Part-time Position? | Revised




IU8-VIS | Multiple Part-time (0.5) | 01/23/2024 02:12 PM

Building Name

Portage Area El Sch

Support Type

Blind And Visually Impaired Support

Support Sub-Type

Blind And Visually Impaired Support

Level of Support Case Load
Itinerant (20% or Less) 2

Identify Classroom | Classroom Location | Age Range
School District Elementary 5to 10
Age Range Justification FTE %
Students participate in a one on one setting. | 0.04

FTEID Classroom Location | Full-time or Part-time Position?

Revised

HSO01 MB | Secondary Full-time (1.0)

01/24/2024 07:56 AM

Building Name

Portage Area JSHS

Support Type

Learning Support

Support Sub-Type

Learning Support

Level of Support Case Load

Itinerant (20% or Less) 3

Identify Classroom | Classroom Location | Age Range

School District Secondary 13to 14
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Age Range Justification FTE %

0.06

Building Name

Portage Area JSHS

Support Type

Learning Support

Support Sub-Type

Learning Support

Level of Support

Case Load

Supplemental (Less Than 80% but More Than 20%)

11

Identify Classroom Classroom Location

Age Range

School District Secondary

12to 14

Age Range Justification

FTE %

0.55

Building Name

Portage Area JSHS

Support Type

Autistic Support

Support Sub-Type

Autistic Support

Level of Support Case Load

Itinerant (20% or Less) 3

Identify Classroom | Classroom Location | Age Range

School District Secondary 12to 13

Age Range Justification FTE %

0.25

Building Name

Portage Area JSHS

Support Type

Emotional Support

Support Sub-Type

Emotional Support
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Level of Support Case Load

Itinerant (20% or Less) 1

Identify Classroom | Classroom Location | Age Range

School District Secondary 14to 14

Age Range Justification FTE %
0.02

FTEID Classroom Location

Full-time or Part-time Position?

Revised

ESO4 EW | Elementary

Full-time (1.0)

01/23/2024 11:41 AM

Building Name

Portage Area El Sch

Support Type

Learning Support

Support Sub-Type

Learning Support

Level of Support Case Load

Supplemental (Less Than 80% but More Than 20%) | 9

Identify Classroom Classroom Location Age Range

School District Elementary 9to 12

Age Range Justification FTE %
0.45

Building Name

Portage Area El Sch

Support Type

Learning Support

Support Sub-Type

Learning Support

Level of Support Case Load

Itinerant (20% or Less) 2
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Identify Classroom

Classroom Location | Age Range

School District Elementary 10to 10
Age Range Justification FTE %
0.04

FTEID | Classroom Location | Full-time or Part-time Position? | Revised

ESO5 TB | Elementary Full-time (1.0) 01/23/2024 11:00 AM
Building Name

Portage Area El Sch

Support Type

Learning Support

Support Sub-Type

Learning Support

Level of Support Case Load
Supplemental (Less Than 80% but More Than 20%) | 4
Identify Classroom Classroom Location Age Range
School District Elementary 9to 10
Age Range Justification FTE %
0.2
Building Name
Portage Area El Sch
Support Type
Learning Support
Support Sub-Type
Learning Support
Level of Support Case Load
Itinerant (20% or Less) 7
Identify Classroom | Classroom Location | Age Range
School District Elementary 8to 10
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Age Range Justification FTE %

0.14
FTEID Classroom Location | Full-time or Part-time Position? | Revised
ES-LSS KC | Elementary Full-time (1.0) 01/23/2024 11:02 AM

Building Name

Portage Area El Sch

Support Type

Life Skills Support

Support Sub-Type

Life Skills Support (Grades K-6)

Level of Support Case Load
Supplemental (Less Than 80% but More Than 20%) 6

Identify Classroom Classroom Location Age Range
School District Elementary 6to 12
Age Range Justification FTE %

Age range for the students in this classroom will still fall within the typical range of elementary aged children. | 0.3

FTEID | Classroom Location | Full-time or Part-time Position? | Revised

HSO05 JS | Secondary Full-time (1.0) 01/23/2024 11:37 AM

Building Name

Portage Area JSHS

Support Type

Learning Support

Support Sub-Type
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Learning Support

Level of Support

Case Load

Itinerant (20% or Less) 1

Identify Classroom

Classroom Location | Age Range

School District Secondary 16 to 16
Age Range Justification FTE %
0.02
Building Name
Portage Area JSHS
Support Type
Learning Support
Support Sub-Type
Learning Support
Level of Support Case Load
Supplemental (Less Than 80% but More Than 20%) | 3
Identify Classroom Classroom Location Age Range
School District Secondary 15to 17
Age Range Justification FTE %
0.15
Building Name
Portage Area El Sch
Support Type
Autistic Support
Support Sub-Type
Autistic Support
Level of Support Case Load
Itinerant (20% or Less) 4
Identify Classroom | Classroom Location | Age Range
School District Secondary 15to 18
Age Range Justification FTE %
0.33

Building Name
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Portage Area JSHS

Support Type

Emotional Support

Support Sub-Type

Emotional Support

Level of Support Case Load

Itinerant (20% or Less) 3

Identify Classroom | Classroom Location | Age Range

School District Secondary 16 to 17

Age Range Justification FTE %
0.06

FTEID Classroom Location | Full-time or Part-time Position? | Revised

ESO2 HL | Elementary Full-time (1.0) 01/23/2024 02:13 PM

Building Name

Portage Area El Sch

Support Type

Learning Support

Support Sub-Type

Learning Support

Level of Support Case Load

Supplemental (Less Than 80% but More Than 20%) | 5

Identify Classroom Classroom Location Age Range

School District Elementary 6to8

Age Range Justification FTE %
0.25

Building Name

Portage Area El Sch

Support Type




Learning Support

Support Sub-Type

Learning Support

Level of Support Case Load
Itinerant (20% or Less) 6

Identify Classroom Classroom Location Age Range
School District Elementary 5to09

Age Range Justification FTE %
Students participate one on one or in a small group setting within their age range. | 0.12

FTEID Classroom Location | Full-time or Part-time Position? | Revised

ESO3 LG | Elementary Full-time (1.0) 01/24/2024 08:45 AM

Building Name

Portage Area El Sch

Support Type

Emotional Support

Support Sub-Type

Emotional Support

Level of Support Case Load
Itinerant (20% or Less) 8

Identify Classroom Classroom Location Age Range
School District Elementary 5to 12
Age Range Justification FTE %
Students either participate in Emotional Support one on one or in small group settings within their age range. | 0.16

Building Name

Portage Area El Sch

Support Type

Autistic Support

Support Sub-Type
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Autistic Support

Level of Support Case Load
Itinerant (20% or Less) 8

Identify Classroom Classroom Location Age Range
School District Elementary 6to12
Age Range Justification FTE %
Students either participate in Autistic Support one on one or in small group settings within their age range. | 0.67

FTEID Classroom Location | Full-time or Part-time Position? | Revised

HS02 SB | Secondary Full-time (1.0) 01/24/2024 07:57 AM

Building Name

Portage Area JSHS

Support Type

Learning Support

Support Sub-Type

Learning Support

Level of Support Case Load
Itinerant (20% or Less) 10
Identify Classroom | Classroom Location | Age Range
School District Secondary 14 to 18
Age Range Justification FTE %

0.2
Building Name
Portage Area JSHS
Support Type
Learning Support
Support Sub-Type
Learning Support
Level of Support Case Load
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Supplemental (Less Than 80% but More Than 20%) | 2
Identify Classroom Classroom Location Age Range
School District Secondary 14to 16
Age Range Justification FTE %

0.1

FTEID Classroom Location | Full-time or Part-time Position? | Revised

ESO1 BB | Elementary Full-time (1.0) 01/23/2024 02:14 PM

Building Name

Portage Area El Sch

Support Type

Autistic Support

Support Sub-Type

Autistic Support

Level of Support Case Load
Supplemental (Less Than 80% but More Than 20%) | 4
Identify Classroom Classroom Location Age Range
School District Elementary 9to 12
Age Range Justification FTE %

0.5
Building Name
Portage Area El Sch
Support Type

Autistic Support

Support Sub-Type

Autistic Support

Level of Support Case Load

Full-Time (80% or More) 2

Identify Classroom ‘ Classroom Location | Age Range




School District ‘ Elementary 8to13

Age Range Justification FTE %

Students participate in a one on one setting. | 0.25

FTEID | Classroom Location | Full-time or Part-time Position? | Revised

IU8-HIS | Multiple Part-time (0.5) 01/23/2024 02:23 PM

Building Name

Portage Area SD

Support Type

Deaf And Hearing Impaired Support

Support Sub-Type

Deaf And Hearing Impaired Support

Level of Support Case Load

Itinerant (20% or Less) 2

Identify Classroom | Classroom Location | Age Range

Intermediate Unit | Multiple 15to 15

Age Range Justification FTE %
0.04

FTEID Classroom Location | Full-time or Part-time Position? | Revised

ESO6 AB | Elementary Full-time (1.0) 01/23/2024 02:24 PM

Building Name

Portage Area El Sch

Support Type

Learning Support




Support Sub-Type

Learning Support

Level of Support

Case Load

Supplemental (Less Than 80% but More Than 20%) | 2

Identify Classroom Classroom Location Age Range

School District Elementary 10to 12

Age Range Justification FTE %
0.1

Building Name

Portage Area El Sch

Support Type

Learning Support

Support Sub-Type

Learning Support

Level of Support Case Load

Itinerant (20% or Less)

7

Identify Classroom | Classroom Location | Age Range

School District Elementary 10to 12
Age Range Justification FTE %
0.14

FTEID Classroom Location

Full-time or Part-time Position?

Revised

HS04 NH | Secondary

Part-time (0.5)

01/23/2024 02:25 PM

Building Name

Portage Area JSHS

Support Type

Learning Support

Support Sub-Type

Learning Support
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Level of Support

Case Load

Itinerant (20% or Less)

2

Identify Classroom

Classroom Location | Age Range

School District

Secondary

16 to 18

Age Range Justification

FTE %

0.04

Building Name

Portage Area JSHS

Support Type

Learning Support

Support Sub-Type

Learning Support

Level of Support

Case Load

Supplemental (Less Than 80% but More Than 20%) | 5

Identify Classroom Classroom Location Age Range

School District Secondary 17to 18

Age Range Justification FTE %
0.25

FTEID Classroom Location | Full-time or Part-time Position? | Revised

ESO7-SLS | Multiple Full-time (1.0) 01/24/2024 07:53 AM
Building Name

Portage Area El Sch

Support Type

Speech And Language Support

Support Sub-Type

Speech And Language Support

Level of Support

Case Load

Itinerant (20% or Less)

51
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Identify Classroom Classroom Location Age Range
School District Elementary 6to12
Age Range Justification FTE %
Students either participate in Speech/Language Support one on one or in small group settings within their age range. | 0.78
Building Name

Portage Area JSHS

Support Type

Speech And Language Support

Support Sub-Type

Speech And Language Support

Level of Support Case Load
Itinerant (20% or Less) 6

Identify Classroom Classroom Location Age Range
School District Elementary 13to 16
Age Range Justification FTE %
Students either participate in Speech/Language Support one on one or in small group settings within their age range. | 0.09
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Special Education Facilities

Building Name

Room #

Portage Area El Sch

711

School Building

Building Description

A building in which general education programs are operated

Classroom Measurements

Classroom Area Measurement

Max # of students in classroom

14 feet, 0 inches x 27 feet, 0 inches

378sqft

13

Implementation Date

2022-05-26

Uploaded Files

1Assurance Check

Assurance Check Yes No
The class is maintained as close as appropriate to the ebb and flow of usual school activities | Yes
The class is located where noise will not interfere with instruction Yes
The class is located only in space that is designed for purposes of instruction Yes
The class is readily accessible Yes
The class is composed of at least 28 square feet per student Yes
The location of the class has been maintained for at least 3 school years. Yes

Building Name

Room #

Portage Area JSHS

114

School Building

Building Description

A building in which general education programs are operated

Classroom Measurements

Classroom Area Measurement

Max # of students in classroom

22 feet, 0 inches x 30 feet, 0 inches

660sqft

23

Implementation Date

2022-05-26

Uploaded Files
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2Assurance Check

Assurance Check Yes No
The class is maintained as close as appropriate to the ebb and flow of usual school activities | Yes
The class is located where noise will not interfere with instruction Yes
The class is located only in space that is designed for purposes of instruction Yes
The class is readily accessible Yes
The class is composed of at least 28 square feet per student Yes
The location of the class has been maintained for at least 3 school years. Yes
Building Name Room #
Portage Area JSHS 101
School Building Building Description
A building in which general education programs are operated
Classroom Measurements Classroom Area Measurement | Max # of students in classroom
22 feet, 0 inches x 30 feet, 0 inches | 660sqft 23
Implementation Date
2022-05-26

Uploaded Files

3Assurance Check

Assurance Check Yes No
The class is maintained as close as appropriate to the ebb and flow of usual school activities | Yes
The class is located where noise will not interfere with instruction Yes
The class is located only in space that is designed for purposes of instruction Yes
The class is readily accessible Yes
The class is composed of at least 28 square feet per student Yes
The location of the class has been maintained for at least 3 school years. Yes
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Building Name

Room #

Portage Area El Sch

504

School Building

Building Description

A building in which general education programs are operated

Classroom Measurements

Classroom Area Measurement

Max # of students in classroom

25 feet, 0 inches x 24 feet, 0 inches

600sgft

21

Implementation Date

2022-05-26

Uploaded Files

4Assurance Check

Assurance Check Yes No
The class is maintained as close as appropriate to the ebb and flow of usual school activities | Yes
The class is located where noise will not interfere with instruction Yes
The class is located only in space that is designed for purposes of instruction Yes
The class is readily accessible Yes
The class is composed of at least 28 square feet per student Yes
The location of the class has been maintained for at least 3 school years. No

Building Name

Room #

Portage Area JSHS

220

School Building

Building Description

A building in which general education programs are operated

Classroom Measurements

Classroom Area Measurement

Max # of students in classroom

22 feet, 0 inches x 30 feet, 0 inches

660sqft

23

Implementation Date

2022-05-26
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Uploaded Files

5Assurance Check

Assurance Check Yes No
The class is maintained as close as appropriate to the ebb and flow of usual school activities | Yes
The class is located where noise will not interfere with instruction Yes
The class is located only in space that is designed for purposes of instruction Yes
The class is readily accessible Yes
The class is composed of at least 28 square feet per student Yes
The location of the class has been maintained for at least 3 school years. Yes
Building Name Room #
Portage Area El Sch 602
School Building Building Description
A building in which general education programs are operated
Classroom Measurements Classroom Area Measurement | Max # of students in classroom
27 feet, 0 inches x 24 feet, 0 inches | 648sqft 23
Implementation Date
2022-05-26

Uploaded Files

6Assurance Check

Assurance Check Yes No
The class is maintained as close as appropriate to the ebb and flow of usual school activities | Yes
The class is located where noise will not interfere with instruction Yes
The class is located only in space that is designed for purposes of instruction Yes
The class is readily accessible Yes
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The class is composed of at least 28 square feet per student

Yes

The location of the class has been maintained for at least 3 school years. Yes

Building Name

Room #

Portage Area El Sch

404

School Building

Building Description

A building in which general education programs are operated

Classroom Measurements

Classroom Area Measurement

Max # of students in classroom

27 feet, 0 inches x 24 feet, 0 inches | 648sqft

23

Implementation Date

2022-05-26

Uploaded Files

7Assurance Check

Assurance Check Yes No
The class is maintained as close as appropriate to the ebb and flow of usual school activities | Yes
The class is located where noise will not interfere with instruction Yes
The class is located only in space that is designed for purposes of instruction Yes
The class is readily accessible Yes
The class is composed of at least 28 square feet per student Yes
The location of the class has been maintained for at least 3 school years. Yes

Building Name

Room #

Portage Area JSHS

120

School Building

Building Description

A building in which general education programs are operated

Classroom Measurements

Classroom Area Measurement

Max # of students in classroom

22 feet, 0 inches x 30 feet, 0 inches | 660sqft

23
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Implementation Date

2022-05-26

Uploaded Files

8Assurance Check

Assurance Check Yes No
The class is maintained as close as appropriate to the ebb and flow of usual school activities | Yes
The class is located where noise will not interfere with instruction Yes
The class is located only in space that is designed for purposes of instruction Yes
The class is readily accessible Yes
The class is composed of at least 28 square feet per student Yes
The location of the class has been maintained for at least 3 school years. Yes
Building Name Room #
Portage Area JSHS 124
School Building Building Description
A building in which general education programs are operated
Classroom Measurements Classroom Area Measurement | Max # of students in classroom
28 feet, 0 inches x 23 feet, 0 inches | 644sqft 23
Implementation Date
2022-05-26

Uploaded Files

9Assurance Check

Assurance Check Yes No

The class is maintained as close as appropriate to the ebb and flow of usual school activities | Yes

The class is located where noise will not interfere with instruction Yes




The class is located only in space that is designed for purposes of instruction Yes
The class is readily accessible Yes
The class is composed of at least 28 square feet per student Yes
The location of the class has been maintained for at least 3 school years. Yes
Building Name Room #
Portage Area El Sch 304
School Building Building Description
A building in which general education programs are operated
Classroom Measurements Classroom Area Measurement | Max # of students in classroom
24 feet, 0 inches x 27 feet, 0 inches | 648sqft 23
Implementation Date
2022-05-26

Uploaded Files

10Assurance Check

Assurance Check Yes No
The class is maintained as close as appropriate to the ebb and flow of usual school activities | Yes
The class is located where noise will not interfere with instruction Yes
The class is located only in space that is designed for purposes of instruction Yes
The class is readily accessible Yes
The class is composed of at least 28 square feet per student Yes
The location of the class has been maintained for at least 3 school years. Yes
Building Name Room #
Portage Area El Sch 114
School Building Building Description
A building in which general education programs are operated

40



Classroom Measurements Classroom Area Measurement | Max # of students in classroom

23 feet, 0 inches x 28 feet, 0 inches | 644sqft 23

Implementation Date

2022-05-26

Uploaded Files

11Assurance Check

Assurance Check Yes No
The class is maintained as close as appropriate to the ebb and flow of usual school activities | Yes
The class is located where noise will not interfere with instruction Yes
The class is located only in space that is designed for purposes of instruction Yes
The class is readily accessible Yes
The class is composed of at least 28 square feet per student Yes
The location of the class has been maintained for at least 3 school years. Yes
Building Name Room #
Portage Area El Sch 105
School Building Building Description
A building in which general education programs are operated
Classroom Measurements Classroom Area Measurement | Max # of students in classroom
30 feet, 0 inches x 27 feet, 0 inches | 810sqft 28
Implementation Date
2023-08-21

Uploaded Files

12Assurance Check

Assurance Check Yes No




The class is maintained as close as appropriate to the ebb and flow of usual school activities | Yes
The class is located where noise will not interfere with instruction Yes
The class is located only in space that is designed for purposes of instruction Yes
The class is readily accessible Yes
The class is composed of at least 28 square feet per student Yes
The location of the class has been maintained for at least 3 school years. Yes

Building Name Room #
Portage Area El Sch 102
School Building Building Description
A building in which general education programs are operated
Classroom Measurements Classroom Area Measurement | Max # of students in classroom
22 feet, 0 inches x 37 feet, 0 inches | 814sqft 29
Implementation Date
2022-08-22

Uploaded Files

13Assurance Check

Assurance Check Yes No
The class is maintained as close as appropriate to the ebb and flow of usual school activities | Yes
The class is located where noise will not interfere with instruction Yes
The class is located only in space that is designed for purposes of instruction Yes
The class is readily accessible Yes
The class is composed of at least 28 square feet per student Yes
The location of the class has been maintained for at least 3 school years. Yes
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Special Education Support Services

14Special Education Support Services

Special Education Support
Services

Numerical Value

Primary Location

Contractor or District

Social Worker 1 District Wide District
School Psychologist 1 District Wide District
Director of Special Education 1 District Wide District
Paraprofessionals 1 Secondary District
Paraprofessionals 2 Secondary Contractor
Paraprofessionals 5 Elementary District
Paraprofessionals 10 Elementary Contractor
Guidance Counselor 1 District Wide District
Transition Coordinator 1 Secondary District
Physical Therapist 1 District Wide Contractor
Occupational Therapist 2 District Wide Contractor
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Special Education Personnel Development

Autism

Description of Training

Understanding & Teaching Students with Autism

Lead Person/Position

Year of Training

Troy Eppley/Special Education Director

2025
2027

Hours Per Training | Number of Sessions

Provider

Audience

Intermediate Unit

General Education Teachers
Paraprofessionals
Special Education Teachers

Description of Training

Autism and Transition

Lead Person/Position

Year of Training

Troy Eppley/Special Education Director

2024

Hours Per Training | Number of Sessions

Provider

Audience

District
Intermediate Unit

Parents
Special Education Teachers

Positive Behavior Support

Description of Training

Verbal De-Escalation

Lead Person/Position

Year of Training

Troy Eppley/Special Education Director

2024
2025
2026
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2027

Hours Per Training

Number of Sessions

Provider

Audience

Intermediate Unit

Building Administrators
General Education Teachers
Paraprofessionals

Special Education Teachers

Description of Training

School Wide Positive Behavior Support - K-6 (initial training)

Lead Person/Position

Year of Training

Troy Eppley/Special Education Director

2024

Hours Per Training

Number of Sessions

Provider

Audience

Intermediate Unit

Building Administrators
General Education Teachers
Special Education Teachers

Description of Training

Effective Practices in Classroom Management

Lead Person/Position

Year of Training

Troy Eppley/ Special Education Director

2025
2027

Hours Per Training

Number of Sessions

Provider

Audience

Intermediate Unit

General Education Teachers
Paraprofessionals
Special Education Teachers
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Description of Training

School Wide Positive Behavior Support (Booster Sessions)

Lead Person/Position

Year of Training

2024

2025
Troy Eppley/Special Education Director 2026
2027
Hours Per Training | Number of Sessions | Provider Audience
Building Administrators
General Education Teachers
District Parents

Intermediate Unit

Paraprofessionals
Special Education Teachers
Other

Description of Training

School Wide Positive Behavior Support (Kick off session)

Lead Person/Position

Year of Training

Troy Eppley/Special Education Director

2024

Hours Per Training | Number of Sessions | Provider Audience
Building Administrators
District General Education Teachers

Intermediate Unit

Paraprofessionals
Special Education Teachers

Paraprofessional

Description of Training

Paraprofessional Online Training Modules
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Lead Person/Position

Year of Training

Troy Eppley/Special Education Director

2024
2025
2026
2027

Hours Per Training

Number of Sessions

Provider

Audience

6.67

District

Intermediate Unit

PaTTAN

Paraprofessionals

Description of Training

First Aid & CPR

Lead Person/Position

Year of Training

Troy Eppley/ Special Education Director

2024
2025
2026
2027

Hours Per Training

Number of Sessions

Provider

Audience

3

District
Other

Paraprofessionals

Description of Training

Nonviolent Crisis Intervention: Verbal De-escalation

Lead Person/Position

Year of Training

2024
2025
Troy Eppley/Special Education Director 2026
2027
Hours Per Training ‘ Number of Sessions | Provider | Audience

48



Intermediate Unit

Paraprofessionals

Transition

Description of Training

IU 08 Secondary Transition Network

Lead Person/Position

Year of Training

2024

2025
Troy Eppley/Special Education Director 2026
2027
Hours Per Training | Number of Sessions | Provider Audience

6

1

Intermediate Unit

Special Education Teachers

Description of Training

Transition Virtual Career Fair

Lead Person/Position

Year of Training

Troy Eppley/Special Education Director

2025

Hours Per Training

Number of Sessions

Provider

Audience

1

1

Intermediate Unit

Special Education Teachers

Science of Literacy

Description of Training

Text Dependent Analysis (TDA)

Lead Person/Position

‘ Year of Training
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2025
Pete Noel/Special Education Director 2027
Hours Per Training | Number of Sessions | Provider Audience
Building Administrators
Intermediate Unit | General Education Teachers
1 1 . .
Special Education Teachers

Parent Training

Description of Training

Behavior Strategies in the home

Lead Person/Position Year of Training

2024
Troy Eppley/Special Education Director 2026

Hours Per Training | Number of Sessions | Provider | Audience

1 ) District Parents

Description of Training

Secondary Transition: What Families Need to Know

Lead Person/Position Year of Training

2025
Troy Eppley/Special Education Director 2027

Hours Per Training | Number of Sessions | Provider | Audience

District Parents
1 2

Description of Training




Understanding Learning Disabilities

Lead Person/Position

Year of Training

Troy Eppley/Special Education Director

2024
2025
2026
2027

Hours Per Training | Number of Sessions

Provider | Audience

1 1

District Parents

Description of Training

Understanding IEPs

Lead Person/Position

Year of Training

Troy Eppley/Special Education Director

2024
2026

Hours Per Training | Number of Sessions

Provider | Audience

1 2

District Parents

IEP Development

Description of Training

Developing High-Quality Individualized Education Programs

Lead Person/Position

Year of Training

Troy Eppley/Special Education Director

2025

Hours Per Training | Number of Sessions

Provider | Audience

3 1

Other Special Education Teachers
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Description of Training

Pre-Referral Process procedures

Lead Person/Position

Year of Training

Troy Eppley/Special Education Director 2024
Hours Per Training | Number of Sessions | Provider | Audience
Central Office Administrators
Other General Education Teachers

Special Education Teachers
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Signatures & Affirmations

Approval Date
2022-07-13

Uploaded Files
Sp Ed Plan Affirmation 22-23.pdf

e xThere are a full range of services, programs and alternative placements available to the school district for placement and implementation of the special
education programs in the school district.

e xThe school district has adopted a child find system to locate, identify and evaluate young children and children who are thought to be a child with a
disability eligible for special education residing within the school district’s jurisdiction. Child find data is collected, maintained, and used in decision-making.
Child find process and procedures are evaluated for its effectiveness. The school district implements mechanisms to disseminate child find information to
the public, organizations, agencies, and individuals on at least an annual basis.

e x The school district has adopted policies and procedures that assure that students with disabilities are included in general education programs and
extracurricular and non-academic programs and activities to the maximum extent appropriate in accordance with an Individualized Education Program.

e x The school district will comply with the PA Department of Education, Bureau of Special Education’s revision notice process.

e x The school district follows the state and federal guidelines for participation of students with disabilities in state and district-wide assessments including
the determination of participation, the need for accommodations, and the methods of assessing students for whom regular assessment is not appropriate.

e x The school district affirms the Pennsylvania Department of Education that funds received through participation in the medical assistance reimbursement
program, ACCESS, will be used to enhance or expand the current level of services and programs provided to students with disabilities in this local education
agency.

Superintendent/Chief Executive Officer
Patrick Noel

Date

2024-03-08
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