State of Alabama
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act
Governor's Emergency Education Relief (GEER) Fund
Local Educational Agency (LEA) Application

In order to recelve a CARES Act GEER Fund allocation, an LEA must submit this application to the SEA.

| GENERAL INFORMATION
1, LEA Information

LEA Name Pike Counly Schools

Mailing Address 101 West Love Slreet

Physical Address 101 West Love Street

City/Town and Zip Code Troy, AL 36081

Superintendent's Name | Or. Mark Bazzell

Contact Person Mrs. Tracey Arnold

Contact Person Position Program Spaciallst |
Contact Telephone Number (334) 566-1850

Contact Email tarnold@pikecountyschools.com

[ PROGRAMMATIC, FISCAL, AND REPORTING ASSURANCES

The United States Department of Education (USED) has approved the application from the State of Alabama for
GEER funds under the CARES Act. The Governor of Alabama allocated $48,851,495 to the Alabama State Department
of Education. GEER funds can be obligated through 9/30/2022. Pre-award costs to the GEER fund will be allowed for
allowable cost incurred on or after March 13, 2020.

2, Allowable Service(s) Section
The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifies that they will use the awarded GEER
funds in the following ways (select one option per letter) :

A. Private School Equitable Services Allocation

NOTE: Use the Private School Equitable Setvices Implementation Form for this section.
[Z]The LEA has no private schools In their attendance area
[ The LEA has private schools but ALL declined to participate in CARES Act GEER funding
[ The LEA has private schools that will participate in CARES Act GEER funding

Complete the section below only if you have private schools that will be participating in GEER funds:

Total LEA GEER Allocation $169,196.00
Total LEA Private School Allocation $0.00
Total LEA Private School Administrative Costs Set-Aside $0.00
Total # of Private Schools Participating 0.00
Total Student Enrollment at the LEA 2,062.00
Total Student Enrollment at ALL Participating Private Schools 0.00
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M B. Equip school buses with Wi-Fi éapabii!tles to increase internet connectivity and help bridge the digital divide
within the LEA,

LEA Allocation for Section B: $35,023.00

The LEA will use the allocation above for equipplng school buses with WI-Fi capabilities.
[ The LEA will not use this alfocation for equipping schoo! buses with Wi-Fi capabllities,

Complete the section below only If your LEA choases not to use this allocution:

Reason/Rationale:

We will transfer this allocation to;

[T Academic Support to Bridge Learning and Achievement Gaps of Students (C)
Amount to be transferred:

[ Before and After School Tutoring for Learning and Remediation in Schools {D)
Amaoint {o be transferred:

y €. Provide additional academic support to bridge learning and achievement gaps of students within the LEA,

LEA Allocation for Section € $982,334.00

The LEA will use the allocation above for providing additional academlc support to students.
[.1 The LEA wiil not use this allocation for providing additional academic support to students,

Complete the section befow only If your LEA chooses not fo use this oliocation:

Reason/Rationale;

We will transfer this allocation to:

1 Equipping School Buses with WI-Fi Capabilities (B)
Amount to be transferred:

[ Before and After Schoo! Tutoring for Leatning and Remediation In Schaols {D)
Arnount to be transferred:

10, Provide before and after schoo! tutoring as defined In the Alabama Literacy Act for learning and remediation In
schools within the LEA,

LEA Allocatlon far Section D: $31,839.00

The LEA will use the allocation above for providing tutoring to students.
[I7he LEA will not use this allocation for providing tutoring to students.

Complete the section below only if your LEA chooses not te use this allocation:

Reason/Rationale:

We will transfer this allocation to:

1 Equipping School Buses with Wi-Fi Capabilitles {B)
Amount to be transferred:

[] Academic Support to Bridge Learning and Achlevement Gaps of Students (C)
Amount to be transferred: ___

INGTE: Only answet the guestions balow that apply to how the LEA will use GEER funds.
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[ZATEUTEanIE SBTVILOS ABSMTANTES

The LEA Supetintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifies the following:

s The LEA receiving GEER funds will provide equitable servicas to students and teachers in non-public
schools Jacated within the LEA In the same manner as provided under Section 1117 of the ESEA as
determined through timely and meaningful consultation with representatives of non-public schools,

» The LEA will ensure that a publlc agency will maintaln control of funds for the services and assistance
provided to a non-public schaol under the GEER Fund,

¢ The LEA will ensure that a public agency will have title to materials, equipment, and property
purchased with GFER funds.

» The LEA will ensure that services to a non-public school with GEER funds will be provided by a public

agency directly, or through contract with, anoather public or private entity,

There are no private schools in the Pike County Schools attendance zone.
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[2B. Equipping School Buses with Wi-Fi Capabhilities

Provide details as to how the LEA will use GEER funds to connect Wi-Fi to district buses.

Trike County Schools will use GEER funds to outfit 23 school buses with WiFi for at least 1 year.
The buses that run routes to each of our communities were selected by our Transportation
Supervisor. The WiFi devices are being purchased from nSide and will provide unlimited data
plans with cellular routers on each bus to provide WiFi for our students. Hard installation kits
with antennas for each bus will be installed the week of Nov. 9th -13th.

EC. Additional Academic Supports to Bridge Learning and Achievement Gaps l

Applicable Grade-Level(s) (Check all that apply):
Pre-K [ K [ st [ 2nd [ 3rd [ ah  [1 s5th []

Applicable Support(s) {Check all that apply):

Reading/ELA Family Engagement/At-Home Learning Resources

Math Family Engagement/At-Home Learning Resources

Dyscalculia-Specific Screener

Dyslexia-Specific Screener _

[ /1 |Vulnerable Populations Resources or Supports [ ES MS HS
NOTE: Only answer the guestions below that apply to supports selected above by the LEA.,

RooOn

Reading and Math Family Engagement/At-Home Learning Resources

Describe how the following conditions will be maximized through the purchase of resources, tools, or other
supports with the use of GEER funds:

« Aligns to Alabama ELA and/or math course of study standards;

Provides opportunities to extend learning and huild connections at home;

+ Reinforces key grade level concepts;

Includes grade-level appropriate manipulatives for math and literature for reading;

Provides Individual student opportunities for both intervention and enrichment activities; and

+ Includes easy-to-follow planning calendars or activity suggestions for families.

N/A
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Dvscalcuha Scmener

N/A

Dyslexlmﬂpmlﬂc Screener T

N/A
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Vulnerahle Populations Supports

Describe how the following conditions will be maximized through the purchase of resources, tools, or other

supports with the use of GEER funds:

* Provides streamlined approach to gather, use, and monitor identified vulnerable population data;

* Includes tools or resources to assist with development and/or implementation of individualized plans
for specific needs of students;
Includes communication tools to ensure meaningful communication in a language understood by the
parents/guardians;

* Provides evidence-based learning activities that align to students' plans; and

«  Provides other related or applicable services specific to vulnerable populations.

myON provides a personalized digital library for each student and can be used for Inlervention and remediation. Teachers ensure grade level
COS allgnment by assigning students appropriate reading tasks and monitering them. The library is available 24/7, at school and home, online
and offine. myON offers close-reading tools, recorded audio, and a bulll-in directory and manipulaives.

Almsweb Plus enable Plke Gounty Schools to offer continulty in assessing students above third grade. Aimswsb Plus screens and monltors the
reading and math skills through 12ih grade. Pike County uses Ihe program through 8th grade. Aimsweb Plus also has add-on screeners for
behavlor and dyslexia {grades 4-8) for a comprehensive, all-In-one system.

* | Rosella Stone helps remote sludents continue to acquire English language. It personalized language learning through an adaptive model, while
incorporating scaffolding instruction and speech recognition technology. Individualized learning paths help students to take ownership of their
own language development. It Is available 24/7 at school and home, online.

Parents are able to accass current information on school and systems websites. They can sign up for electronic notificationsfreminders of schoal
events and activilies through the “Notify Me" syslem on each school's webpage. They can also elect to have the nolices sent to emall accounts
or as a text message. The School Messenger system Is used lo contact parents In emergency and system-wide notification sltuations. In
addition, parents may download the Pike County Schools app on Apple and Android devices and/for follow Pike Counly Schools on Twiller and

Facebook.

Targeted students in grades 7-12 will parlicipate in before and after school tutoring beginning Fall 2021. They will have an opporlunity to recelve
interventlon in classes In which they are currently enralled. Tutoring will take place after school, in what we call 5th block, from 3:30-5:00 p.m.; or
before school (0 block), beginning at 6:45 AM. Both will be 3-5 days per week. Transportation and snacks will be provided. Teachers selected for
tutoring will be those who have demonstratad an abilily to improve student periormance. Schoal administrators will oversee the tutoring program,

|2D. Before/After School Tutoring

Describe how the following conditions will be maximized through the purchase of resources, tools, or other
supports with the use of GEER funds:

*  Aligns to Alabama Literacy Act requirements for students who are identified with a reading deficiency;

* Provides learning opportunities outside of the traditional school day; and

« Includes description of employee duties/responsibilities aligned to intensive intervention needs.

Targeted students in grade K-3 will participate in after school tutoring beginning Fall 2021. They
will have an opportunity to improve reading skills through varied instructional approaches.
Teacher-led, direct, explicit systematic reading intervention will be provided using a SDE
approved program. Tutoring will take place 3:30-5:00 p.m., 3 days per week. Transportation
and snacks will be provided. Teachers selected for tutoring will be those who have
demonstrated an ability to improve student performance. School administrators will oversee the
after school tutoring program.
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3, Budget Development

The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifies the following:

The LEA will use GEER funds for activities outlined in the application and allowable under Section 18002(c) of

Division B of the CARES Act. The United States Department of Education does not expect administrative or executive
salaries and benefits for IHEs, SEAs, or the other education related entities referenced at Section 18002(c)(3) tobe a
lawful purpose for GEER funds.

Total CARES Act - GEER Allocation:

{NOTE: Make sure to include Equitable Services in the total)

$159,196.00

Provide a detalled budget to explain how GEER funds will be used at the LEA as identified by data, needs
assessments, and other areas impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

3A. Equitable Services

Total Section A Allocation $0.00
Funding Source Estimated Budget
Expense ltems Brief Description of Expense Items
P P P (Function - Object - Program) Amount

Private School
Allocation

See Detailed Narrative in Section 2A

Private School
Admin, Costs

See Detailed Narrative in Section 2A

3B. Equipping School

Buses with Wi-Fi Capabilities

Total Section B Allocation

Expense Items

Brief Description of Expense ltems

Funding Source
(Function - Object - Program)

Estimated Budget
Amount

A

Wi-Fi Equipment

Install WIFI on 23 buses and services

4420-(399-495)-8410

$35,023.00

Indirect Costs

Other
(If applicable)
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3C. Additional Academic Supports to Bridge Learning and Achievement Gaps

(including print materials)

Total Section C Allocation $92,334.00
: - S Budge
Expense ltems Brief Description of Expense ltems f-’undlng Source AR LRt
(Eunction - Object - Program) Amount
Salaries 4-12 After Schools Tuloring 9130-010-4800 $40,984.00
it
Bel"lefl S 4-12 After School TLItCII'lI'Ig 9130-(220-250)-4800 $8,250.00
{If applicable)
lass i Tutoring Materlals and Suppli
Classroom Supplies ing als and Supplies 9130-419-4800 $6,500.00

Transportation
{If applicable)

Indirect Costs

Subscriptions

myOn (Renaissance), Aimsweb Plus, Rosetla
Stone

1100-359-8100

&
$38,600.00 h/

3D. Before/After School Tutoring

Total Section D Allocation

$31,830.00 v

{including print materials)

. _— i Estima udget
Expense ltems Brief Descriptian of Expense ltems Fundmg‘ Souree mated Budg

(Function - Object - Program) Amount

Salaries I¢-3 After School Tuloring 5130-010-4800 $25,000.00
Benelis K-3 Aftar Sohool Tutoring 9130-(220-260)-4800 $5,018.00

(If applicable)
Tutoring Materlals and Suppli
Classroom Supplies. | Tatong Malatte and Suppies 9130-419-4800 $1,821.00

Transportation
{If applicable)

Indirect Costs

Other
{If applicable)
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How will the LEA plan for implementation and measure impact for effectiveness for purchases identified?

Pike County Schools conducts routine surveys to assess educational needs. Two surveys have
been conducted to determine the technological needs of students. Two surveys have been
conducted to determine the professional learning needs of teachers. In addition, an informal
internal needs assessment was conducted on Pike County Schools' initial response to the
pandemic. Information gathered was used to determine Pike County's implementation plan.
Impact for effectiveness of purchases will be determined by proficiency recorded in student
achievement data.

What Is the proposed timeline for providing services and assistance to students and staff?

July: virtual school option decision, purchase web-based programs

August: devise deployment, student assessment, teacher professional learning
September: student remediation begins

October: monthly data meetings begin

November: install bus WIFi

January, forward: ongoing professional learning, student data analysis and intervention

All GEER funds will be obligated and concluded by 9/30/2022

| OTHER ASSURANCES AND CERTIFICATIONS

4, Other Assurances and Certlfications

The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifies the following:

e The LEA that recelves GEER funds will, to the greatest extent practicable, continue to pay its
employees and contractors during the period of any disruptions or closures related to COVID-19 in
compliance with Section 18006 of Division B of the CARES Act.

e The LEA will comply with the maintenance of effort provision in Section 18008(a) of Division B of the
CARES Act absent waiver by the Secretary pursuant to Section 18008(b) thereof.

o The LEA will cooperate with any monitoring policies and/or procedures with regards to the

allowability of expenditures.
¢ The LEA will cooperate with any examination of records with respect to such funds by making records

available for inspection, production, and examination, and authorized individuals for interview and

examination, upon request.
e The LEA will use GEER funds for purposes that are reasonable, necessary, and allocable under the

CARES Act,

e The LEA will comply with the provisions of all applicable acts, regulations and assurances; the
provisions of Education Department General Administrative Regulations In 34 CFR Parts 75, 76, 77, 81,
82, 84, 86, 97, 98, and 99; the OMB Guidelines to Agencies on Governmentwide Debarment and
Suspension (Nonprocurement) in 2 CFR Part 180, as adopted and amended as regulations of the
Department in 2 CFR Part 3485; and the Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and
Audit Requirements for Federal Awards in 2 CFR Part 200, as adopted and amended as regulations of
the Department in 2 CFR Part 3474,
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5. Section-427 of the General Education Provistons Acl Assurances

The LFA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifles the following:

(a) The purpose of this sectlan [s to assist the Department In implementing the Department's mission to ensure
equal access to education and to promote educational excellence throughout the Natlon, by -

{1} ensuring equal apporiunities to participate for all eligible students, teachers, and other program beneflciarles
In Any project or actlvity carried out under an applicable program; and

(2) promoting the abllity of such students, teachers, and beneficiaries to meet high standards,

{b) The Secretary shall require each applicant for assistance under an applicable program {other than an Individuaf)
to develop and describe In such applicant's application the steps such applicant proposes to take to. ensure equitable
aceass to, and equitable participation in, the project or activity to be conducted with such assistance, by addressing
the speclal needs of students, teachers, and other program beneficlarles In arder to overcome barriers to equitable
patticipatlon, Including barrlers based on gender, race, eolor, national origin, disabllity, and age,

(c) The Secretary may establish criteria and provide technlcal assistance for meeting the requirements of this

sectlon,
{d) Nothing In this section shall be construed to alter in any way the rights or responsibliities established under the

What steps-does.the LEA propose to take to permit students, teachers, and other program heneficlaries to
overcome barriers {including barriers based on gender, race, color, national origin, disability, and age) that impede

aqual access ta, of participation In, the program?

Plke County Schools makes every attempt to remove any known barriers for students, parents,
teachers, and other program baneficlarles to fully participate In any and all educational
opportunities. PGS provides coordination and assistance fo its schools In planning and
Implementing activities by creating opportunities for parent meetings, setting agendas for those
meeting, providing patent resources on student achlevement, ensuring Title | Parent meetings
are held, providing parant newsletters, and sponsoring an annual Parent Expo.
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The LEA Superintendent or his/her. quthorized represen tat!ve assures or certifies the following: .

(a) Each local educational agency which participates in an applicable program under which Federal funds are made
available to such agency through a State agency or board shall submit ta such agency or board a general application
containing the assurances set farth in subsection (b), The application shall cover the participation by that jocal
educational agency in alf such programs.

(b} The general application submitted by a focal education agency under subsection {a) shall set forth assurances

(1) that the local educational agency will administer each program by the application In accordance with all
applicable statutes, regulations, program plans, and applications; .
~ [2) that the control of funds provided to the local educational agency under each program, and title to property
[acguired with those funds, will be In a public agenicy and that a public agency will administer those funds and
property; '

(3) that the local educational agency will use fiscal control and fund accounting procedures that will ensure
proper disbursement of, and accounting for, Federal funds paid to that agency under each program; -

{4] that the local educational agency wili make reports to the State agency or board and 1o the Secretary as may
reasohably be necessary to enable the State agency or board and the Secretary to perform thelr duties and that the
local educationa) agency will maintain.such records, including the records required under section 443, and provide
access 1o those records, as the State agency or board or the Secretary deem necessary to perform their dutias;

{5) that the local educational agency will provide reasonahle opportunitles for the participation by teachers,
parents, and other interestad agendles, organizations, and individuals In the planning for and operation of each
program;

{6} that any application, evaluation, perlodic program plan or report relating to each program will be made
readily avallable to parents and other members of the generaf public;

(7) that In the case of any project Involving constructlon - :

(A} the project is not inconsistent with overall State plans for the construction of school facilities, and

{B} In developing plans for construction, due consideration will be given to excellence of architecture and
design and Lo compliance with standards prescribed by the Secretary under section 504 of the
Rehabllitation Act of 1973 in order to ensure that facilities constructed with the use of Federal funds are
accessible to and usable by individuals with disabilities;

{8) that the lacal educational agency has adopted effective procedures for acquirtng and disseminating to
teachers and administrators participating in each program significant informatlon from educational research,
demonstrations, and similar projects, and for adopting, where appropriate, promising educational practices
developed through such projects; and

{9) that none of the funds expended under any applicable program will be used to acquire equipment (including
computer software] in any instance in which such acquisition results in a direct financial benefit to any organization
representing the interests of the purchasing entity or its employees or any afilliate of such an organization,

{c) A general application submitted under this section shall remain in effect for the duration of the program it
covers. The State agencies or boards administering the programs covered by the application shall not require the
submission or amendment of such application unless required by changes in Federal or State law or by other
significant change In the circumstances affecting an assurance in such application.
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To the best of my knowledge and belief, all the information and data in this agreement are true and correct. |
acknowledge and agree that the failure to comply with all Assurances and Certifications in this agreement, all
relevant provisions and requirements of the CARES Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136 (March 27, 2020), ar any other
applicable law or regulation may result in liability under the False Claims Act, 31 U.S.C. § 3729, et seq. ; OMIB
Guidelines to Agencies on Governmentwide Debarment and Suspension (Monprocurement} in 2 CFR Part 180, as
adopted and amended as regulations of the Department in 2 CFR Part 3485; and 18 U.5.C. § 1001, as appropriate.

Jennifer Hornsby (334) 566-1850

LEA Chief\Financial Officer (Typed Name) Telephone Number
Zﬂ /;—’/ T EAN 03/03/2022

LEAhief Fig4hcial Officer Signaturé Date

Dr. Mark Bazzell (334) 566-1850

LEA ’Sﬂperintendent (Typed Name) Telephone Number

N - 03/03/2022

LEA Superintendent Signature Date

Send completed application to CARESapp@alsde.edu.
Upon approval of the application, funds will be released to the LEA.

ALSDE Internal Use Only

Date Application Received: 3/ 3 / 20 22

Date ALSDE Approved: 3/ ‘7/ Z0 22

L, / JLW/WE =

State Superintendent and/or Designee Signature Date /

Date GEER Funds Released:
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3/14/22, 8:41 AM Mail - Tracey Arnold - Outlook

CARES Act GEER Approved Application - AMENDMENT 1

Isaacs Jason <jason.isaacs@ALSDE.edu>

Mon 3/14/2022 7:57 AM

To: Tracey Arnold <tarnold@pikecountyschools.com>; Jennifer Hornsby <jhornsby@pikecountyschools.com>; Mark Bazzell
<mbazzell@pikecountyschools.com>

Cc: Martin Angela <amartin@ALSDE.edu>; Kachelhofer Barry <barryk@ALSDE.edu>; Killingsworth Molly
<mkillingsworth@alsde.edu>

[I]J 1 attachments (1 MB)
Pike County Schools - Approved CARES Act GEER Application - AMENDMENT 1.pdf;

Good Morning,

Thank you for submitting your amended CARES Act GEER Application. The application has been
reviewed and approved by the Alabama Department of Education. You may start the process with the
Alabama State Department of Education LEA Accounting section to draw-down your funds based on the
budget narrative from your approved amended application. For your records, the final application has

been attached to this email.

If there are any questions surrounding the approved application, feel free to contact me using the
contact information below.

Mr. Jason Isaacs

Alabama Department of Education
Federal Programs Section

(334) 694-4516
jason.isaacs@alsde.edu

https://outlook.office.com/mail/deleteditems/id/AAQKADE1MDQOMMxLWFKkOWUtNGQyMi04ODNILWZhOGQ2NTUxNjUJmOAAQAGOstdDw%2FUYful...  1/1



