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Course Syllabus – PHYSICAL SCIENCE
Instructor:  Nathan Hammack 
Contact Information: nhammacksar@gmail.com 
229-942-3568
Classroom:  309

Textbook:  Physical iScience (Glencoe, 2014)
Course Description:  The Physical Science curriculum is designed to continue student investigations of the physical sciences that began in grades K-7th and provide students the necessary skills to have a richer knowledge base in physical science.
Course Outline:  Inquiry, Process and Problem Solving.  This course is an introductory course to chemistry and 10th grade Physical Science.  This curriculum includes the concepts such as the structure of atoms, motion and forces, and the conservation of energy and matter, the action/reaction principle, and wave behavior.  Students investigate physical science concepts through experience in laboratories and field work using the processes of inquiry. Each chapter will require students to write a chapter overview, all section reviews, vocabulary quiz, and various worksheets.  A test will be given after completion of each chapter. 
Method of Instruction:  Notes and Lecture will be the primary source of information.  Worksheets and laboratory experiments as well as trips to the library and computer lab will be included.  Oral communication and participation in class along with journal writings and current event reviews will be utilized.  Grades are taken daily so attendance is a MUST for course completion.

Student Responsibilities:  Be at the right place, at the right time, doing the right thing!!  

Attendance:  Good attendance and class participation are a must in order to succeed in this course.  It is each student’s responsibility to find out what assignments are missed during an absence and to make plans with your teacher on how to complete those assignments in a timely fashion (including tests, quizzes, writings, and labs).  If your illness will cause an absence for 2 or more days, you should contact the school office to request assignments.

Grading:  
Semester Grades = Daily Grades (50%) + Tests (50%) 
Daily Supplies:
1. Loose-leaf paper in a 1-inch 3-ring binder with dividers as follows:

a. First Day Information / Papers (Syllabus, Lab Safety, etc.)
2. For every chapter 
a. Notes 

b. Study Guides 

c. Classwork / Homework
d. Vocabulary 
e. Graded Returned Papers
3. Pencil or pen (blue or black only)

4. Textbook

5. Calculator (must have Scientific I prefer the TI84 but not required)
Requirements for next level Honors:  Physical Science is a pre-requisite for Biology.  There are objective and subjective criteria to be met in order to be considered the following year for Honors Biology.  Students will be recommended for Honors Biology based on their class performance in both science and math. Test scores in those classes will also be evaluated for consistency and to reference good study habits.  This is important especially if the competition is tight. Acceptance into the upper level science will also be determined by a student’s work ethic.  Maturity and great class behavior is necessary to be considered for advanced course work.  Students show responsibility for their own learning by being prepared for class every day and turning in assignments on time.   Doing so creates good habits and shows a level of responsibility needed for upper level work.
  _________   
(Parent Initials)

*Parents please initial beside the paragraph concerning Requirements for next level Honors on the syllabus!
Student Name (please print):  __________________________________

I have read and understand the lab safety form for science.

Student signature ________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature _________________________________

I have read and understand the class syllabus.

Student signature ________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature _________________________________

