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LAKE RIDGE SCHOOLS 

A moment of silence was observed. 

The Mission statement was recited. 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Mr. Johnson called the meeting to order. 

Mr. Johnson called a roll call:  Mr. Evans, Mrs. Osteen, Mr. Diehl, and Mr. Johnson was 
present.  The Superintendent was present. 

Administrators present: Mrs. Trevino, Mr. Wilkerson, Ms. Dusseau, Mrs. Martin, Mr. 
Mikulich, and Ms. Kuntarich. 

 This is a Virtual Meeting of the Board of School Trustees of the Lake Ridge New Tech 
Schools, Lake County Indiana, May 24, 2021 at 6:38 PM, via the Zoom Virtual 
Application.  

Claims   Mr. Evans moved to consider the attached Accounts Payable Vouchers and the May 
14, 2021 payroll for payment.    Mrs. Osteen seconded.   

        Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye, Mrs.  
        Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 - nays, motion carried. 

 
Minutes  Mr. Evans moved to consider the minutes of the May 10, 2021 virtual school  
   board meeting.  Mr. Diehl seconded. 

        Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye, Mrs.  
        Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 - nays, motion carried. 

   
Awards  Dr. Shirley informed the Board and community that Mr. Ken Buckley received the  
   ISBA (Indiana School Board Association) Exemplary Award 2020 at the Spring ISBA  
   meeting on May 12, 2021. 
 
   Dr. Shirley presented the 2020 Indiana Association of School Business Officials,  
   Region 1 Treasurer of the Year Award to Chris Akers. 
 
   Dr. Shirley presented Retiree Recognition Awards to: 
   Ms. Penny Volk for 39 years of service 
   Ms. Jeannine Doran for 26 years of service 
   Mrs. Sue Branson for 28 years of service 
   Mrs. Lark Millspaugh for 33 years of service 
   Mr. Dwight Long for 13 years of service 
   Ms. Kathy Dusseau for 36 years of service 
   Mrs. Kathy Martin for 9 years of service 
 
   Dr. Shirley announce to the Board that June 10, 2021 from 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM we  
   will have a retirement celebration in the new conference room.  All Board Members  
   and staff are invited. 
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Professional Development 
 

  Recommended Matthew Byerly attend the Virtual Indianapolis Children’s  
  Choir Teach Symposium on June 21-24, 2021 with expenses paid from Title IIA. 
 
  Recommended Adrian Wilkerson attend the virtual IASBO (Indiana Association of  
  School Business Officials) Summer Institute on June 1-2, 2021 with expenses paid  
  from the Operations Fund. 
 

       Dr. Shirley recommended approval of the Professional Development Items. 
 
    Mr. Evans moved.  Mr. Diehl seconded.    
 

   Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye, Mrs.  
   Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 - nays, motion  
   carried. 

   
Leave/Resignation/Employment 

 
  All new employment to Lake Ridge New Tech Schools is contingent upon  
  a cleared expanded Criminal History Background Check within 30 days  
  and a cleared Expanded Child Protection Index Check within 60 days of  
  effective date.  IC 20-26-2-1.5 and IC 20-26-2-1.3 
   
  Recommended accepting Greg Mikulich’s resignation from the Principal position  
  at Lake Ridge New Tech Middle School effective June 30, 2021. 
 
  Recommended accepting Danielle Moeglin’s resignation from the Head Start  
  Teaching position effective May 25, 2021. 
 
  Recommended accepting Lynn Dorado’s resignation from the Title I EL  
  Paraprofessional position at Calumet New Tech High School effective May 19,  
  2021. 
 
  Recommended accepting Kathy Martin’s retirement request from the Title I  
  Director’s position at Lake Ridge New Tech Schools effective July 31, 2021. 
 
  Recommended accepting Dan Dallas’ retirement request from the Technology  
  Manager position at Lake Ridge New Tech Schools effective August 1, 2021. 
 
  Recommended Danielle Rizzo be employed as the full-time Family Support  
  Specialist effective August 1, 2021. 
   
  Recommended Evan Cody French be employed as the Physical Education  
  Facilitator at Calumet New Tech High School effective August 16, 2021. 
 
  Recommended Evan Cody French be employed as the Varsity Head Football  
  Coach at Calumet New Tech High School for the 2021-2022 school year. 
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  Recommended Gary Richardson be allowed to volunteer as Football Coach  
  at Calumet New Tech High School for the 2021-2022 season. 
   

 Dr. Shirley recommended approval of leaves/resignations/employment items. 
 

  Mr. Evans moved.  Mrs. Osteen seconded.   
 
  Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye, Mrs.  
  Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 - nays, motion  
  carried. 

  
New Business 

 
Stipend Recommended approving the attached stipend amount, per semester, to Karen  
  Lee for Instructional Coach work that is above and beyond the scope of her normal  
  work day paid from Title I. 
 
Stipend Recommended approving the attached stipend amount to Ronda Sweeney for  
  bookkeeping work above and beyond the scope of her normal work day paid from  
  the 21st CCLC (Hi-Def) Grant. 
 
Excess  Recommended approving the Response to Excess Transfer Notice. 
Transfer 
  Recommended approving a Purchase Order over $10,000 for CSO Network  
P.O.  Hosting Renewal paid from the Operations Fund. 
 
Summer Recommended approving the attached summer work schedule for 2021. 
Schedule 
 
Scholarship Recommended distributing the Sportsmanship Award Scholarship to the following  
  students: 
  Jerrell Johnson - $500 
  Ronnie Starks - $500 
  Alexia Hall - $500 
  Demetria Maynard - $500 
 
Health   Recommended approving the proposed expansion of Community HealthNet at  
Clinic  Calumet New Tech High School pending funding, May 24, 2021. 
 
  Dr. Shirley recommended approval of the new business items. 

 
   Mr. Diehl moved.  Mr. Evans seconded.   
 
   Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye, Mrs.  
   Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 - nays, motion  
   carried. 
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 Discussion  Mr. Johnson opened the floor to the community. 
 
   Ms. Kuntarich introduced Mr. Evan French, the new Physical Education Teacher  
   and Varsity Football Coach, to the Board. 
 
   Mr. French said, “Thank you for this opportunity.  I am so excited.  My family and  
   I are in the process of moving to this area.  I am ready to get to work.  I want to  
   develop players and a program you will be proud of.” 
 
   Mrs. Shimek said, “I cannot believe how many we have retiring.  It feels like the  
   end of baseball season when everyone starts trading players.  It will be very hard  
   not having Sue, Lark, Dwight, and Greg.  It is hard for me to wrap my head around  
   this.  I am excited for each one of them and from the bottom of my heart, I thank  
   them.  
 
 Discussion  Mr. Johnson opened the floor to the Board.   
 
   Mr. Evans said, “I want to thank everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  I want  
   to welcome Coach French.  I wish to thank all of the retirees for their years of  
   service.  If you total all of the year’s up, it came to approximately 183 years of  
   service.  That is a lot of years.  It is almost the age of our country.  To those that  
   are leaving but, not retiring I want to wish you good luck in your future.” 
   Mr. Evans concluded by wishing everyone a good evening. 
 
   Mrs. Osteen welcomed Coach French to the Warrior family.   
   Mrs. Osteen said, “I will miss the staff that is leaving or retiring.  I wish everyone  
   well, in their retirement or new positions.  Sometimes new beginnings are the best  
   beginnings.”    
   Mrs. Osteen concluded by wishing everyone a good evening. 
 
   Mr. Diehl thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting. 
   Mr. Diehl said, “To every person retiring, I want you to know how much I  
   appreciate knowing you.  Retirement is a big step and it takes some getting used to.    
   I am not entirely sure, after 8 years, that I am use to it yet.  Each and every one of  
   you, enjoy your retirement.  I love you all.” 
   Mr. Diehl concluded by wishing everyone a good evening. 
 
   Mr. Wilkerson thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting. 
   Mr. Wilkerson said, “This is bittersweet wishing farewell to our retirees.  Several  
   of them I have known for many years and worked with closely.  Each and every  
   one of you are irreplaceable in your own way.  You will certainly be missed.  Best  
   wishes on your retirement.”  
   Mr. Wilkerson congratulated Coach French.  Mr. Wilkerson said, “I look forward  
   to seeing how he will build upon the success of our Warrior Football Team, both  
   on and off the field.”   
   Mr. Wilkerson congratulated the scholarship recipients.   
   Mr. Wilkerson said, “I want to congratulate our Treasurer, Chris Akers, for being  
   named Treasurer of the year in District 1.  Chris has been with the district for many  
   years.  The Business Office could not function without her.” 
   Mr. Wilkerson concluded by wishing everyone a pleasant evening. 
 
    



Virtual Regular School Board Meetings, May 24, 2021                                              Page 5 
 
   Mrs. Trevino thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting. 
   Mrs. Trevino congratulated Chris Akers for being named Treasurer of the Year in  
   District 1.   
   Mrs. Trevino thanked all of the retirees for their years of service and dedication to  
   the Warrior Family. 
   Mrs. Trevino welcomed Cody French to the Warrior Family as the new Physical  
   Education Teacher and Varsity Football Coach. 
   Mrs. Trevino said to the community, “We just received the allocations for the  
   ESSER-III Funds.  We will have to provide opportunities for public comment  
   regarding the plan, we will spend these funds.”  
   Mrs. Trevino thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting. 
 
   Dr. Shirley informed the Board that we had two middle school students and two  
   high school students representing us at the City of Gary’s Inaugural Youth Town  
   Hall with Mayor Prince. Dr. Shirley said, “One of our student’s question to the  
   Mayor was: “Now that the Casino is in, will any revenue, from the Casino,  
   provide side-walks for our area?  I live in that area.”  This question received a  
   standing ovation from the other participating students.” 
   Dr. Shirley congratulated all of the retirees. 
   Dr. Shirley wished good luck to all those moving on to other positions or school  
   districts.  Dr. Shirley said, ‘I am sad that they are leaving but, I am also aware that  
   this is a new beginning and opportunity for us to move forward.” 
   Dr. Shirley said, “The goal for next year is for a full in-person return to school.   
   We will follow all CDC guidelines and Governor’s orders as we make any final  
   decisions.” 
   Dr. Shirley congratulated all of the graduates including college graduates.  Dr.  
   Shirley said, “We had three past students graduate college Cum Laude this year.” 
   Dr. Shirley concluded by wishing everyone a good night. 
 
   Mr. Johnson thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting. 
   Mr. Johnson congratulated Mr. Buckley for receiving the ISBA Exemplary Award. 
   Mr. Johnson congratulated Chris Akers for being named Treasurer of the Year for  
   District 1. 
   Mr. Johnson said, “All of the retirees I know personally.   
   Mr. Johnson said to Kathy Dusseau, “I definitely will miss you.” 
     Mr. Johnson said to Kathy Martin, “Congratulations and good luck as you move to  
   the college level of teaching.”  
   Mr. Johnson said to Penny Volk, “You know I love you.  Your granddaughter and  
   my daughter grew up together and are best friends.  I will still get to see you but, I  
   congratulate you on your retirement.” 
   Mr. Johnson welcomed Coach French to the Lake Ridge family.  Mr. Johnson said  
   to Coach French, “You have big shoes to fill.  We won sectionals this year now, it  
   is time to win regionals.  No pressure.” 
 
 
    

Adjournment  Mr. Evans moved to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 7:18 PM.   
 
 


