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It’s a Great Day  

to be a Panther! 

NEWSMAKERS 
Upcoming 

Events 
 

Jr/Sr HS SBDM 
Tuesday, June 11 

 

Board of Educa-
tion Meeting 

Thursday, June 20 
 

Jr/Sr HS SBDM 
Tuesday, July 9 

 

DS BBQ & 
Homecoming 

Friday, July 26 
 

Board of Educa-
tion Meeting 
Monday, July 29 

 

Students Return 
Wednesday, August 21 

The Character word for June/July 
is “OPTIMISM” 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E  

  CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2024 

Find school updates and current infor-
mation on the district Facebook page, the 

district web page at 
www.dawsonsprings.kyschools.us  

or with Superintendent Whalen’s “X”  
account @DSSuptWhalen. 

Thank you everyone for an awesome year  and 
enjoy your well-deserved summer break.  

See you back to school on  
Wednesday, August. 21, 2024!! 

Summer business hours for the DS BOE office 
will be from 7:30am to 3:00pm 

Monday - Friday beginning June 
3. Normal office hours will  

resume on August 1. 

All students entering 6th grade 
are required by Ky. State Law to 
have a 6th grade physical exam 

and a current valid KY immuniza-
tion certificate. Immunizations that are required 
for all students entering the 6th grade include 

(1) T-Dap, (2) varicella and (1) meningococcal. 
Your child will have to have these immuniza-
tions once they turn 11 years of age. A sports 

physical will not be accepted as their 6th grade 
school physical. Please make arrangements 

with either the school clinic or your family phy-
sician. Your child will not be allowed to enter 

6th grade without his/her physical and their up-
dated immunization certificate. 

The 2024 YMCA Summer Meal Program 
starts June 3. Pickup sites and time  
information is included on page 4. 

The DS School District is 
seeking applicants for 

several vacant positions 
plus substitutes. Successful applicants must 

pass required backgrounds plus health and 
drug screens. All pre-employment expenses 
are covered by the district when completed 

with our contracted providers. Job openings, 
applications and requirements can be found by 
selecting the EMPLOYMENT link at the bottom 

of the district webpage at 
https://www.dawsonsprings.kyschools.us/. 

Come join our Panther Team! 

Online Registration for the 2024-
2025 school year is now open.  
A 2024-25 Out of District Applica-
tion for Admission is required for 

all students living outside the Daw-
son Springs district to register. The district 

boundaries are the four bridges leading out of 
town. Completed Out of District forms must be 
submitted to the DS Board Office as soon as 
possible to reserve placement for next school 

year. A form is included on page 9. 
If you have any questions or need help access-
ing your Parent Portal account, call your child's 
school office or Crystal at the Board of Educa-

tion office @ 270-797-3811. 

Our Dawson 
Springs Jr./Sr. 

High School is a 
silver winner in 
the 2024 Best of 

the Pennyrile. 
Congrats! 

Congratulations to our HS Track Team for setting 
new school records and personal bests at the 2024 

KHSAA Track & 
Field State Meet in 
Lexington. We are 

Panther Proud! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=purple+gold+hat+tassel&view=detailv2&&&id=55066C3607AD4811E1A9BAB74058757756234F33&selectedIndex=191&ccid=r3DtJail&simid=608032894265199359&thid=JN.KKvSQY89wJdU0FE%2bNqqCMg
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

STAFF END-OF-YEAR AWARDS 
The DS Staff End of Year Luncheon & Awards Program 
was held on Friday, May 31. After a delicious meal pro-
vided by the Board of Education, those recognized for 

years of service in education include: 
 

Service in Education Awards: 
Michelle Abbott  10 years 
Christy Darnell  10 years 
Ashley McKnight 15 years 
Jamie Thorp  15 years 
Vonda Castle  20 years 
Chunyun Cheng  20 years  
Cindy Dukes  25 years 
Barbara P’Poole  25 years 
Todd Marshall  30 years 

 
Perfect Attendance Awards: 

Jeannie Blanchard & Shannon Garrett 
 

A great big “Thank You” to all staff for  
making 2023-24 a great year! 

RETIREMENT  
RECEPTION 

A reception to honor our 
2024 retirees was held on 
Friday, May 31, and was 

attended by staff, past retir-
ees, our new retirees plus their invited special guests.  

Telisa Cotton has worn many hats through 
her years at Dawson Springs from her first 
position in Head Start to her current Ele-
mentary Reading Specialist. Ms. Cotton 

retires with 31 years in public 
education. 

Tracy Collins will retire from 
the DS Elementary on October 1, 2024, with 
17 years experience. Ms. Collins is currently 

a Kindergarten teacher.  
Randy Galloway retired May 1 

with a prior send-off. Randy was a vital mem-
ber of our Custodial department. He retired 

with over 16 years of service to Dawson 
Springs School District. 

Each retiree was awarded with a well-
deserved inscribed wooden rocking chair.  

Thank you for your service & dedication to the children of 
the Dawson Springs School District. We will miss you. 

Enjoy your retirement! 

CLASS OF 2024 GRADUATION WEEK HIGHLIGHTS 
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Summer 2024 Events 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

May 26 27 

Memorial Day 

NO SCHOOL 

28 

9:00am 5th Grade 

Graduation 

 

1:00 Kindergarten 

Graduation 

 

5:30 Preschool  

Graduation 

29 

7:00 Baccalaureate 

30 

8:00 Senior Break-

fast 

 

9:00 Senior’s Final 

Hallway Walk 

 

Track State @ Uni-

versity of Kentucky 

31 

7:00 DSHS Class of 

2024 Graduation 

 

Jun 1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 

3:15 HS SBDM 

Council Meeting 

12 

 

13 14 

Flag Day 

15 

16 

Father’s Day 

17 18 19 

Juneteenth 

20 

First Day of Sum-

mer 

 

6:00 Board of Educa-

tion Meeting 

21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

DS Tornado Recov-

ery Celebration 

30 Jul 1 2 3 4 

Independence Day 

5 6 

7 8 9 

3:15 HS SBDM 

Council Meeting 

10 11 12 13 

 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

DS BBQ & Home-

coming 

27 

DS BBQ 5K & Golf 

Scramble 

 

MS Basketball Skills 

Day  

28 

Parents’ Day 

29 

6:00 Board of Educa-

tion Meeting 

30 31 Aug 1 2 3 

Students Return 

Wednesday, 

August 21 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Purple+Panther+Logos&view=detailv2&&&id=6E4596EBC13357A57758E4B922DF048BC12BAF79&selectedIndex=67&ccid=1t%2fl%2bazq&simid=607999870270573103&thid=JN.kMpgWm2v4D5bbZY%2bgMBO5w


 
P A G E  4  

 



 
P A G E  5  

(Form is included on page 8.) 
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June Birthdays 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
Lainey Lowe 
Lucas Lowe 
Abby Parker 

2 
Rayden Duncan 

3 
Noah Gospodarek 

4 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Angel Embry 

6 
Kolby Crook 

7 
Memphis Opalek 
Dylan West 

8 
Hailee Davis 

9 
Nevaeh  
       McClanahan 
 

10 
 

11 
Sarah Jones 
Wyatt Long 
Aurora Gentry 
Kaisley Saucier 
Elijah Webb 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wayne Simpson 

13 
Caeson Toone 
Kayla Anderson 
 
 
 
 
BethAnne Clayton 

14 
Bradley Wedge 
Jasper Whitis 

15 

Emmy Bullock 

16 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sheila Hodges 

18 
 
 

19 
Elijah Dunbar 
Audri Scott 
Ella Esposito 

20 
Aiden Jackson 
Aryana Shepherd 
Marshall Earl 

21 
Landon Virgin 
Chandler Anderson 
 
 
 
 
Christy Bruch 

22 
Molly Payne 
Maverick Stanley 

23 
Kori Springfield 
 
 
 
 
 
Ashley Grable 

24 
Kyler Brothers 
 
 
 
 
 
Keith Sherman 

25 
Mary Duke 
Colin Ladd 
 
 
 
 
Kristin Merrill 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Erin Purdy 

27 
Maverick Opalek 
Dallas Koon 

28 
Braylon Littlepage 

29 
Keaton Putty 
Ava Ward 
Elizabeth Clayton 
Keelin Hoggard 

30 
Katelyn Payne 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Fox 
Laura Lucas 

      

June Birthday Cake Winners 
Abby Parker & 
Jasper Whitis 

Present your certificate at our local Dairy Queen for a FREE Ice Cream Cake. 

Anyone whose name appears on this calendar is eligible for a 
10%  discount on an ice cream cake when you present this 

page at our DS Dairy Queen at the time of purchase. 
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July Birthdays 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matt Elam 
Amanda Scott 

2 
Alexis Russo 

3 
Sophia Carter 
Aden Shepherd 

4  
 

5 
Logan Young 
Ashtyn Swatzell 
Baylee Swatzell 
McKinlee Moore 
Addisynn Hollis 
Mckinlee Joyce 

6 
Preston Drennan 
Colton Son 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brittany Randolph 

7 
Kamden Plunkett 
 

8 
Lillian Simmons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Crystal Davenport 
LaDonna Hooper 

9 
Adisen Randolph 

10 
Alyssa Allison 
Gabriel Gospodarek 
Jaxten Martin 
 
 
 
 
 
Shelby Adamson 

11 
 

12 
Deacon Dever 
Maverick Adamson 

13 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rhonda Simpson 

15 
Donaven Colson 

16 
Zoey Robinson 

17 
Hunter Wirth 
Addison Todd 
Harley Damron 

18 
Jack Parrott 
Samuel Jones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Micki Clark 

19 
 

20 
Asher McKinney 
Gabriel Stanley 
Juliann Ethridge 

21 

Brayden Crook 
Alissa Collins 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Davenport 
Autumn Jarvis 

22 
Klay Scott 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Laura James 

23 
Elanor Chappell 

24 
Noah Phelps 
Remington Francis 

25 
 

26 
Alley Sherman 

27 
Maycee Foreman 
Harrison Dalton 
 

28 
 

29 
Miley Fish 
Marley Smith 

30 
Arkady  
       Arzamastsev 
Justin Norbeck 

31 
Blake Hughlett 

   July Birthday Cake  
Winners 

Harrison Dalton & 
Alissa Collins 

Present your certificate at our local Dairy Queen for a FREE 
Ice Cream Cake. 

Anyone whose 
name appears on 

this calendar is 
eligible for a 10%  

discount on an ice 
cream cake when 
you present this 
page at our DS 

Dairy Queen at the 
time of purchase. 
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