January 18th, 2026 - Issue #303 – Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
IMPORTANT NOTICE:
The Father Connole San Pablo Emergency Exit Doors are scheduled for installation starting Monday morning January 12th thru January 16th.
1. All activities scheduled for the Chapel are cancelled Monday Thru Friday. 
1. No Healing Mass on Friday January 16th.
The Father Connole Main Entrance Door will be installed the week of January 19th thru the 23rd.
1. All activities scheduled for the Chapel are cancelled Monday Thru Friday AM.
0. Work necessary to complete the project will also occur during the week. 
1. The Healing Mass will resume on Friday January 23rd .

What is Ordinary Time in Roman Catholic calendar?
Technically, Ordinary Time has two parts, but it remains one season. The first part begins right after the feast of the Epiphany and runs until Shrove Tuesday, the day before Ash Wednesday (when Lent begins). The second part begins the Monday after Pentecost and runs until the First Sunday of Advent.
DDF SUNDAY - FIRST COLLECTION IS JANUARY 25TH.

Holy Days of Obligation in the U.S. for 2026
1. Thursday, May 14: Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord (though observed on Sunday, May 17 in most U.S. dioceses)
1. Sunday, November 1: Solemnity of All Saints (the obligation is covered by the regular Sunday Mass obligation)
1. Tuesday, December 8: Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
1. Friday, December 25: Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 
Days Without Obligation in 2026 
1. Thursday, January 1: Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God.  
1. Saturday, August 15: Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The obligation to attend Mass is abrogated (lifted) when this solemnity falls on a Saturday or a Monday. 
January Activities:
0. January 1st- Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God. Not a Holy Day of Obligation. 
1. January 8th - FIND Food distribution/Community Supplemental Food Distribution Program at 9:30
1. January 10th - K of C drive-through CRV recycle program. From 7:30AM to 11:30AM. At SHC.
2. January 14th – Ladies Guild first luncheon of the New Year. Details to follow.
1. January 14th – Bingo at Sacred Heart. 6:00 – 9:00PM in the Salta Center.
1. January 15th – Christ of the Desert Finance Council Meeting
1.       January 25th is the first DDF Sunday collection!!
5.  February 22nd is the second DDF Sunday collection!!
5.   March 29th is the last DDF Sunday collection!! (If needed)

FEBRUARY LADIES’ GUILD DATE:
February 11TH at 11:30. Menu for the luncheon TBD. See Cindy on January 25th to sign up.

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
January 18, 2026 - 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time - John 1:29-34 
It’s common to hear belief in Jesus and the Church mocked as blind faith and credulity. But in reality, it is deeply human and rational. Think about it: we rely on the testimony of others constantly. I trust chemists who certify the safety of toothpaste and cleaning products. I trust engineers when I use a microwave or drive over a bridge. Why? Because they have studied and seen what I have not, and their testimony proves itself in daily life. That kind of trust is not irrational; it is how human knowledge works.
In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist declares: “Now I have seen and testified that he is the Son of God” (John 1:34). That is the language of an eyewitness. It invites us into a very human act: trusting someone who has directly encountered something — or Someone — we have not yet fully seen ourselves.
The Church’s faith is built on this kind of reliable sight-based testimony. The Apostles did not make abstract claims. They saw, followed, suffered for, and proclaimed Jesus Christ. Over centuries, their witness — carried in Scripture, in the lives of the saints, and in the sacramental life of the Church — has proven dependable. We come to know its truth by assenting to it, by living and studying it, praying with it, trusting it.
Faith in Christ is not a childish leap into the dark. It is a step into the light of testimony that proves itself over time.  Source: Father John Muir
Mass Readings:
First Reading - Isaiah 49:3,5-6
God’s servant, Israel, will be made a light to the nations.
Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 40:2,4,7-10
God desires obedience.
Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 1:1-3
Paul greets the Church in Corinth.
Gospel Reading - John 1:29-34
John testifies that Jesus is the Lamb of God, God’s own Son.
Source: www.loyolapress.com
REMEMBRANCE WALK – PAVER ORDER INFORMATION FOR NEW PARISHIONERS:
The “REMEMBRANCE WALK” IS LOCATED IS LOCATED TO THE RIGHT OF THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE CHAPEL. (behind the planter) 
Forms are available from the Parish Office or back of the church. Installation will be within 30 days of your order. If you are not sure what you want to say on the paver, let me assist you!!
FINANCIAL SECTION:
JANUARY HAS 4 SUNDAYS FOR THOSE THAT GIVE MONTHLY.
Please make all checks payable to “Christ of the Desert” not Sacred Heart. 
Total monies collected to date: $133,105 or 80.7% of annual budget. Collection on Sunday January 11th was $1,571.
*Monies collected each week reflect the Friday & Sunday Mass plus rental income from offices in the Courtyard, Weddings & Funerals.
This information is important for our community to understand where we are financially throughout the year.
·        Our Monthly expenses are budgeted at $13,750 per month or $41,250 per quarter. $165,000 annually.
Thanks for your continued generosity.
See instructions at end of Bulletin for ways to continue giving via your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service.         
Pope’s monthly intentions for 2026:
1. January: For the right to an education, especially for migrants, refugees, and war-affected populations.
The Christ of the Desert “Bulletin” now appears on www.sacredheartpalmdesert.com website. Open the site and click on “church”, look down on the bottom left for Christ of the Desert. Open this site for the “bulletin” and other information about our community.
 CELEBRATION SECTION:
There will be an information providing sheet on the table near the Chapel exit/entrance area.
You can always email the information to me as well. 
You can sign up for any month NOW. I will keep a record of your special month and enter it when that month arrives.
WHO HAS A DATE IN JANUARY & YOU WANT ME TO ADD TO THE NOTICES BELOW?
DISCLAIMER: If information below is incorrect, please let me know and I will correct the error.
 
2026
JANUARY BITHDAY SECTION:
Judy Penny has a birthday on January 2nd.
Betty Kosic has a birthday on January 4th.
John Maldonado has a birthday on January 5th.
Mary Ellen Kavanagh has a birthday on January 12th.
Linda Olsen has a birthday on January 19th.
Carmen Carlo has a birthday on January 19th.
Marjorie Sole has a birthday on January 22nd.
Carmen Migliaccio has a birthday on January 27th. 
Lou Latranga has a birthday on January 31st. 
 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS IN HEAVEN:
Frances Dorniak – January 4th , Maryanne Dorniak’s Mother.
Steve Kent – January 6th, husband of Dolores Kent.
John Schumaker - January 6th , son of Jesse Schumaker.
Jim Carlo - January 11th, husband of Carmen Carlo
Paul Aragon - January 12th.
Mary Mueller – January 16th , Jay Mueller’s Mother.
Juan Baca – January 17th, Brother of Jesses Schumaker.
Nathaniel Joseph Palomino – January 18th, Nephew of Jesse Schumaker.
Max Sosebee – January 20th. Husband of Joyce Sosebee.
William MacKenzie – January 25th, Margaret MacKenzie’s husband.
Arnold Capitanelli – January 26th , Father of Anne Marie Capitanelli.
Dan Ryan – January 30th, Kathy Ryan’s husband.
January: REMEMBERING WEDDING ANNIVERSAY SECTION:
None submitted
JANUARY HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY SECTION:
Linda & John Olsen have an anniversary on January 28th.
Please provide Month, Date & Year

JANUARY REMEMBRANCE SECTION: “May their souls rest in peace”, Amen
Father Jack McGinnis passed away on January 1, 2022. Beloved friend of the entire Christ of the Desert Community.
Dennis DeWeese, who passed away at 50 years old on January 12,2001. Paulette Quaid’s brother.                              
Elsie Junga passed away on January 16, 1991. Family member of Lee Junga.
Stephen Dorniak passed away on January 20, 2016. Father of Maryanne Dorniak
Max Gregory Sosebee passed away on January 22,2022. Son of Joyce Sosebee
Mary Walbridge passed away on January 27th. Daughter of Betty ❤
Max Eugene Sosebee passed away on January 30, 2005. Husband of Joyce Sosebee.
Dan Ryan passed away on January 30th. Husband of Kathy Ryan.

Please provide Month, Date & Year & Relationship to family member being remembered.
“Who would you like to pray” for section:
Please send me your new updated petitions which will appear in green.
Many of you pray for special intentions at Sunday Mass. Please send me those intentions so the entire Parish can pray to the LORD with you.
We ask for continued prayers for Jim Grand as he recovers from recent surgery. Entire Community
Alice Kluzak Continued prayers Alice Kluzak. Thank you! ♥️🙏 Michelle Bell
I ask for continued prayers for our long-time parishioner Edna Holman. Prayers needed for better health.  Love you my precious friend. Jesse Schumaker
Please pray for my daughter, Lisa Gruebel, who has been diagnosed with lung cancer, Suzanne Cummings.
Please pray for my friends Joe, Ted & Jeff. Roxanne Reed
Please pray for the souls of thousands of Christian Nigerians that have lost their lives daily due to their Christian Faith, many of them being children as well as adults.  Please Lord Hear our Prayers. Lynn Lehane
THIS WE PRAY TO THE LORD!!!
 Christ of the Desert office hours: 760-346-0089
Office hours are from 9:30 to 1:30 Monday- Friday. Please call first to be sure Cindy is available. When Cindy is in the office, the office door is locked. Please ring the doorbell “to get her attention”.
 SUPPORT OUR PARISHIONERS WHO HAVE SMALL BUSINESSES SECTION:
 If anyone else wants to advertise their business in the Bulletin, send me your information.
 Thinking about selling your house or condo? Call Crys Mueller at 760 989 8732. I have been with BD Homes for the past 18 years.
John Maldonado is a Mortgage Loan Originator with First West Financial, Corp & a member of Christ of the Desert congregation.  
"Your Home Loan Made Simple" We help you buy your dream home by simplifying the mortgage financing process with personalized loan options that save you time and money. If you need assistance with any type of loan, I am here to help. For every loan that closes, I will make a donation to Christ of the Desert.
Contact: John A. Maldonado at jam@firstwestfinancial.com or call 760 636-8266. Mortgage Loan Originator, NMLS #1995783,WWW.firstwestfinancial.com

JoAnne Thompson is a Notary Public, and also a Notary Signing Agent, which means I can assist with Real Estate transactions. My business is Impress Mobile Notary. My number is 760-799-7858 or email me at impmobilenotary@aol.com. Please call me for all of your Notary needs. 

 Enedina Sutton, a Distributor of Nature Sunshine Products and a long-time parishioner. Has Herbal Supplements, all kinds of Vitamins, ointments, essential Oils, disinfectant products and much more. I do the business from home. I can be reached at 760-345-3754. I live in Sun City Palm Desert community.
Musashi Japanese Restaurant and Sushi Bar – Stella (owner), is part of our Korean Community. 
Established in 1996. Musashi Japanese Restaurant and Sushi Bar has a long history of providing Palm Desert and the Valley with the highest quality Japanese cuisine prepared skillfully.
OPEN: TUESDAY - SATURDAY 5PM - 9:30PM - Reservations are suggested. 
760-340-9780 or www.musashipalmdesert.com.
Need a good Catholic housekeeper? Call Elvia Pantoja at 760 698 6050. 20 years’ experience in the Indian Wells & Palm Desert area. References provided upon request.
ON GOING MESSAGE SECTION:
Please continue to consider supporting our community with the following options:
Mail your weekly or monthly offering to Christ of the Desert. All our regular mail goes to Sacred Heart so you would need to use that address. Make checks payable to Christ of the Desert.
CHRIST OF THE DESERT c/o.
SACRED HEART CHURCH 43-775 DEEP CANYON ROAD, PALM DESERT, CA 92260.
OR
Go to your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service. You can set up an automatic payment directly from there. If you have any trouble doing this or don’t have a computer, just call your bank and they can help you.
Please make sure that you tell the bank to make the check payable to Christ of the Desert but send the check to Sacred Heart’s address: 43775 Deep Canyon Rd.  Palm Desert, CA  92260
Jay Mueller

Stay Healthy! Do good work! Keep in touch!!!!

SHC & COD Finance Council Member
SHC & COD Parish Council Member
COD Remembrance Walk Coordinator
SHC Remembrance Square Coordinator
SHC East Valley Outreach Program Coordinator
CELL NUMBER: 760-777-3745


