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Welcome back to school!  I am very excited about this new school year and I look forward to working with each of you this year.  Below is some course and classroom information you may wish to know about your 7th grade science class.  

Classroom Expectations 

· BE RESPECTFUL:  Show respect for others and materials in the classroom.  Everyone should feel comfortable and welcome in our classroom.

· BE PREPARED: Come to class everyday ready to learn.  This includes having the proper materials and assignments completed. Cell phones or other electronic devices are to be turned off and out of sight. 20 seconds after the bell has rang you should be sitting at your seat with your materials out and working on the warm-up question.
· BE RESPONSIBLE: You control your own actions so make good choices.

· BE ON TIME: Consequences will be given to students who are late on a regular basis.  (Please feel free to talk to me after class if you have extenuating circumstances).Students are expected to be in their seats when bell rings. No lining up at the door before the bell!
· FOLLOW ALL SAFTEY INSTRUCTIONS: It is especially important during labs that you take all precautions to make sure everyone in the class remains safe.
Course Content

This 7th grade science course is designed to build upon what you have learned in your 5th-6th grade science classes and covers seven major areas including:

· Science Skills

· Structure. Function, and Information Processing
· Matter and Energy in Organisms and Ecosystems
· Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems
· Growth, Development, and Reproduction in Organisms
· Natural Selection and Adaptations
· Review
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Materials

· Three-ring binder (1 –1.5’’ thick)
· HW Folder 

· A 1-subject spiral

· A set of colored pencils/markers

· Pens/pencils
· 8 tab dividers with the following units: 
Unit 1: Science Skills

Unit 2: Structure. Function, and Information Processing

Unit 3: Matter and Energy in Organisms and Ecosystems

Unit 4 :Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems

Unit 5: Growth, Development, and Reproduction in Organisms

Unit 6: Natural Selection and Adaptations

Unit 7: Review

Assessment

Quarterly grades will be calculated using a weight system.  Tests, quizzes, labs and class work will all be assigned a percentage value and used to calculate report card grades.  
40% (tests and quizzes)

30% (labs)

20% (classwork/homework)

10% (participation)
 Assignments/Labs

All major projects and labs are due on a specified date that will be posted on the hw board.  Late work will be accepted but points will be deducted for every day it is late.  The amount of points deducted will depend on the size of the assignment and the amount of time given to complete it.  Late work will not be accepted after one week, unless there are extenuating circumstances. Homework is due at the beginning of class. Completed hw will receive full credit. Partially completed hw or not completed hw will receive a 0.
Warm Ups
As part of the daily routine, upon entering the class and after picking up any handouts, students will begin class by completing a warm-up question in their binders or in their spiral notebooks. Each warm-up will be dated. Entries will be checked and become part of a binder check grade, (see binder checks).
Binder Checks
Binder checks will be conducted at the end of each unit on exam days. Binder checks which will count as a participation grade.  Grades are distributed by the following rubric: 
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Class Absence

You are required to make up all assignments missed due to absence.  It is your responsibility to obtain the missed work and to submit it by the extended due date for full credit.  If you are present the day an assignment was given you are expected to turn it in the day you return.  If you are out for an extended period of time you will be given extra time to make it up.  I also understand that sometimes emergencies happen- if that is the case please come and talk to me and we can make other arrangements.

Extra Help

I will be available for extra help after school and during lunch.  If you have a question or need help with a topic please feel free to come in, just check with me first to make sure I do not have a meeting after school.  I want you to be successful in this course as I am sure you want to be!  Let’s work together to make this a fun, successful, and productive year!!!!

Academic  Misconduct
1st offense: verbal warning from Ms. Li

2nd offense: lunch detention 
3rd offense: referral and phone call home
 (Depending on the severity of the misconduct, disciplinary measures will follow the guidelines outlined in the WAJ student handbook.)

 Contacting me
•
Email: dli@wajcs.org
•
Phone Number: Extension: 1217
AFTER READING AND DISCUSSING THIS SYLABUS WITH YOUR CHILD, PLEASE SIGN BELOW AND RETURN THE SYLLABUS WITH YOUR CHILD. THE BEST WAY TO REACH ME IS VIA EMAIL. PLEASE CHECK MY WEBSITE: WAJCS.ORG --> SCHOOL STAFF--> LI,DANQING  FOR INFORMATION ON DAILY HW ASSIGNMENTS, UPCOMING EXAMS, AND ELECTRONIC COPIES OF MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS. 

Parent/Guardian signature ___________________________________________

Child’s Name ___________________________________________________________

Telephone Number ___________________ Best time to call _______________

Your Email Address __________________________________________________
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