
 

 

 
 

 
(626) 289-3364 
www.SaintThereseCarmeliteSchool.com 
Principal: Alma Cornejo X 1 + 661    
   principal@sainƩheresecarmeliteschool.com 

 See our VIDEOS on the School’s Facebook page                  
 or on the Church’s website >Our School > Videos 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• BapƟsms: Register online 
• Weddings: Register online at least six  
          months in advance  
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Monday–Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm | 2:00 pm-5:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Peter Mary Vecellio, OCD:  X 1+224  

Associate Pastors: Fr. Robert Elias Barcelos, OCD X 1+225 
                      Fr. David Guzman, OCD X 1+232 

In Residence: Fr. Albert Bunsic, OCD, Fr. Stephen Watson, 
OCD (X 1+226),   Bro. Jason Parrott, OCD 

 

Deacons: Deacon Gilbert Vargas | Deacon Otto Lacayo | 
Deacon Rex Owens: All at X 1+333; 

Annulments: Deacon Gilbert Vargas X 1+333   
Carmelite Vocations: www.discalcedcarmelitefriars.com 

Parish Secretary: Denise McMaster-Holguin X 1+223 
denisekay@hotmail.com 

Finance: Noralyn Cailan X 1+228 | cailannocds@gmail.com 
Religious Ed: Florence Goh X 1+ 235|stcreligioused7@gmail.com 
Music Director: Charlotte Lansberg  X 1+222|credochoir1@gmail.com 

Respect Life Ministry: Catherine Contreras X 1+112 

Est. 1924 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Masses: Saturdays: 8:00 a.m. & Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.  
And Traditional Latin High Mass at 1:00 p.m.  

 
 

Monday-Friday Masses: 6:00 & 8:00 a.m. 
Rosary: Monday-Saturday after the 8:00 a.m. Mass 

\ 
 
 

Monday and Tuesday evenings: *7:15 p.m. Mass  
(*Monday evening Mass followed by Healing Service; 

Tuesday’s 7:15 p.m. is in Spanish).  
 
 

Thursday evenings: 7:00 pm Exposition & Adoration 
First Fridays: 6:00 & 8:00 a.m. and 7:15 p.m. 

          Carmelite Nuns’ Chapel: 7:30 a.m., Mon.-Sat. 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSIONS: Wednesdays from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.;  
Saturdays from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. and  

Sundays from Noon to 1:00 p.m.  

 

(John 10:11,13-14). 
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Dear Parishioners of St. Therese, 
     

     I want to begin by thanking Almighty God for the gift of St. Therese Parish and all of you! It is 
truly a gift to serve you good people! And I pray that all of God’s blessings be bestowed on you, 
your families and loved ones!  
 

     In the spirit of this beautiful Christian holiday of Thanksgiving that is approaching, I’d like to 
share with you some excerpts from President Abraham Lincoln’s famous Thanksgiving Proclamation 
on October 3, 1863. In it, he alludes to the Civil War that our country suffered through in those 
days. But his message is still very resonant for us today who are living in a time of a “cultural and 
moral civil war.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     So let us, with this great President of the past, observe this day especially as a day of 
Thanksgiving to our loving God, begging Our Lord to heal the wounds and divisions of our nation 
and make us once again, “one nation under God!” (Please join us at our 10:00 a.m. Mass on 
Thanksgiving!) 

 —Fr. Peter Mary 
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“The year that is drawing toward its close has 
been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and 
healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so 
constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the 
source from which they come, others have been 
added, which are of so extraordinary a nature that 
they cannot fail to penetrate and even soften the 
heart which is habitually insensible to the ever-
watchful providence of Almighty God.  
 

“No human counsel hath devised, nor hath any 
mortal hand worked out these great things. They 
are the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who 
while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath 
nevertheless remembered mercy. 
 

“It has seemed to me fit and proper that they 
should be solemnly, reverently, and gratefully 

acknowledged as with one heart and one voice by the whole American people. I do, therefore, 
invite my fellow-citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and 
those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of 
November next as a Day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in 
the heavens.  
 

“And I recommend to them that, while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such 
singular deliverances and blessings, they do also, with humble penitence for our national 
perverseness and disobedience, commend to His tender care all those who have become 
widows, orphans, mourners, or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are 
unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty hand to heal the 
wounds of the nation, and to restore it, as soon as may be consistent with the Divine 
purposes, to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility, and union.” 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHECK USERS:  

P l e a s e   use a 
donation envelope in 
order to more easily 

After a year of celebrating our hundredth year as a parish, we are preparing for the FINALE, the 
“GALA OF ROSES” BANQUET in the Mediterranean Ballroom at Brookside at the Rosebowl (1133 
Rosemont Avenue, Pasadena) on SATURDAY, JANUARY 11, 2025! Don’t miss this fabulous Parish 
Party with your Parish family!  
 

We will have a live band playing music that was popular during many of the decades of our Parish’s 
existence. For the elderly and/or disabled, we will provide shuttle service from the parking lot to the 
Gala's entrance (at arrival only).  
 

Tickets are $100 each ($1 for each year St. Therese Church in Alhambra has existed!). 
The deadline to purchase tickets is December 28 or until they are sold out. Tickets can 
be purchased after selected Masses, in the office during open hours, online by scanning 
this QR code or by going directly to the link on our website’s homepage.   
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SCHEDULE FOR THE EVENING 
 

4:00 p.m. - Registration 
4:30 p.m. - Cocktail Hour 
5:30p.m. -  Dinner,  
                 Dancing, 
             and More! 
9:30 p.m. - Closing 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This bulletin was printed before the 
weekend of November 16/17; 
therefore, that weekend’s totals will 
not be available until December 1st. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

October 12 / 13 …..…  $16,964.00 
October 19 / 20 ……..  $22,771.00 
October 26 / 27 ……..  $14,929.00 
November 2 / 3 ……..  $25,871.00 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The topic for Fr. Stephen’s next class (this 
Tuesday, November 26) for his series on the 
“The Mystery of the Church” will be: “THE 
CHURCH AND THE SACRAMENTS.” The classes 
are held on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of 
each from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m.—upstairs in the 
Parish Center). 
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Do This in Remembrance of Me | Part 17: Second Reading 
     On Sundays and Solemnities, after the Responsorial Psalm, we always hear the proclamation of the 
Second Reading, which is taken from the New Testament books (other than the Gospels) and is 
generally continuous from one week to the next. While St. Paul is the most prolific of the New 
Testament writers, we also have readings from St. John, St. Peter, St. James, and others. Although the 
sentences in these readings are sometimes long and a little awkward (because they were originally 
written in Greek, not English), they are packed with great wisdom and directives for Christian living.  
     These writings are beneficial to us because St. Paul and the other writers were all helping early 
Christians understand how to live in an anti-Christian world (recall that Christianity was illegal in the 
Roman Empire during the first centuries of the Church). The writers provided answers to difficult 

questions, gave explanations for why we do certain things and not 
others, and exhorted the people to holiness and fidelity even in the 
midst of daily struggles and persecutions. 
     Look through the readings for any Sunday, and what do you see? 
“Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ” (1 Cor 11:1); “Seek what is 
above” (Col 3:1); “that you may not grow weary and lose heart” (Heb 
12:3); “Be doers of the word and not hearers only” (Jas 1:19); 
“Children, let us love…in deed and in truth” (1 Jn 3:18); “He will wipe 
every tear from their eyes” (Rev 21:4). Does it feel like we could keep 
going and going? We really could! At every Sunday Mass and on 
Solemnities, the Second Reading is packed with wisdom from the 
saints to help us become saints, too!   

Source: Fr. Luke Spannagel’s blog at https://www.stphils.com/church/
eucharistic-revival-walk-through-the-Mass/ 

 
 

 

We wish all of our parishioners a 
happy and blessed feast of 
Thanksgiving!  Please join us at our  
Mass on that day (November 28) at  

10:00 a.m. (there will be NO 
6:00 or 8:00 a.m. Masses; you 
may also attend at the 
Cloistered Carmelite Nuns’ 

Carmel Chapel at 7:30 a.m.).  
Remember… the word EUCHARIST 

means “thanksgiving.” 
 

PRAYER FOR YOUR THANKSGIVING DINNER: 
Heavenly Father, we give You thanks  
For all You've done for us, especially  

for giving us the gift of Jesus, Your Son.  
 

For beauty in nature, Your glory we see,  
For joy and health, friends, family. 

For daily provision, Your mercy and care,  
These are the blessings You graciously share. 

So, today we offer this response of praise  
With a promise to follow You all of our days. Amen. 



 

 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

      We can help the souls in Purgatory by having Masses offered for them and 
by praying for them, but we can also offer up the good works we do for them. 
For instance, offer up the fruits of your work with the poor or any good deed 
that you do like taking an elderly person to the doctor or the store. Any 
charitable work can be offered up and sacrificed for the souls in Purgatory. Some 
churches used to have Purgatorial Societies wherein each of their members 
would commit to praying a certain number of prayers for the dead on a regular 
basis and would also ask others to pray for the dead with them. I think that we 
should consider bringing this practice back—and not only in November. It’s 
interesting that we now have groups that focus on the grieving but not groups 
that focus on those who have died.  
      A very important aspect of Purgatory has to do with justice. Every sin we 
commit impacts others. This is clear in the case of public sins or sins like murder, 
but it’s even the case with “private” sins. Every sin we commit has a negative 
impact on others. Because of this, we have to make amends for things we’ve 
done. If one were to throw a brick through a window and soon after apologize, 
he could be forgiven but something would still have to be done about the 

window. It’s only right that he do something to make up for the damage he caused. Same thing with our sins.  
      People today don’t go to cemeteries as often as they did in the past. That used to be a routine thing on 
certain days, like Memorial Day or the birthday of a deceased loved one. There’s a lot of merit in walking 
through a cemetery. For one, it helps us put our own problems in perspective by being reminded that these 
people had all the troubles I have and more—and now they’re gone. Likewise, we realize they had experienced 
honor and praise and all the things that make us feel good. And yet, at the end, this is what will come to me, to 
all of us. At every funeral, I say to people, “You are going to die, and you’ve got to get ready for that.”  
     We’ve all heard the phrase, “Offer it up for the poor souls.” You know, someone stubs his toe, and we say, 
“offer it up.” The worst thing in the world isn't suffering; the worst thing is “wasted suffering, meaningless 
suffering,” to quote Archbishop Fulton Sheen. We live in a world that sees no meaning whatsoever in suffering; 
that it’s a horrible thing to be avoided at all costs—to the point of people taking their own lives through 
physician-assisted suicide. Or, killing a child in the womb to avoid any suffering on the mother’s part. 
      I often remind people to offer their prayers for the souls in Purgatory. Older people may feel they’re not 
productive any longer.  I say, even those having to lay flat on their backs because of illness have the chance to 
make these moments their most powerful and important, IF they offer them up for the holy souls or for another 
holy cause. If you have trouble concentrating, make it an act of faith and pray, “Lord, I give it all to you for the 
salvation of souls.” It’s powerful, very powerful.  
     The Roman Catholic teaching on Purgatory was officially proclaimed as dogma in 1438. Until that year, 
belief in the doctrine was not required but, since then, it is. Some people rejected the dogma of Purgatory, but I 
think what was being rejected was perhaps not as accurate an understanding of Purgatory as what we should 
have had. Some of the older notions of Purgatory were truly frightening. We were told it was no different from 
Hell, except that it was temporary. However, it is actually a place of healing—NOT a place of punishment— 
because it is a place of consecrated suffering. We ought not be afraid of Purgatory; instead we should look 
forward to it as it will lead to our perfection so that we can have eternal happiness in Heaven.  
     Here are five ways to help the souls in Purgatory in November:   

• Go to a cemetery and pray for those who are buried there. 
• Write down the names of your loved ones who have died to help you  

to remember to pray for them every day. 
• Offer prayers for those souls who have no one else to pray for them.  
• Tell God that you want to offer all the joys and pains that come your way this month for the souls in 

Purgatory. Of course, this would mean you can’t complain about those pains when they come!  
• Go visit the poor on behalf of the souls in Purgatory. Souls in Purgatory need to make amends for all 

those ways in which they hurt others and closed themselves off to charity. Visiting the poor on their 
behalf—chatting with a homeless person on the street, serving in a soup kitchen or shelter, etc.—can 
be a very meaningful way to help make amends for others’ sins. As 1 Peter 4:8 says, “Keep loving one 
another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.” 
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     Viva Cristo Rey!  A couple of weeks ago, I was called to 
the Martinez home on El Molino Street. The family needed 
a priest to pray for Juan Martinez who had just died. His 
two daughters were there comforting their mother, 
Carlota. The husband of one of the daughters was also 
there. In fact, it was he who came looking for a priest and 
brought me to the house. A couple of days later, the 
daughters and their mother came to me to make funeral 
arrangements. As I came to know a little bit about them, I 
asked if it was okay for me to share something about their 
family. They were happy to do so. This is the story of Juan 
and Carlota Martinez. 

     Juan Martinez married Carlota Garcia in January of 1968. Juan’s brother, a priest named Fr. Andres Martinez, 
was a good friend of Carlota’s parents. When he learned that Carlota and her mother, who lived in El Grullo in 
the Mexican state of Jalisco, planned a vacation in L.A., he had his brother Juan meet them to act as their 
“guardian angel.” Juan, originally from the small Mexican state of Colima which borders Jalisco, was working in 
Los Angeles as a machinist. (In those days, it was easy for Mexican citizens to come and go to Los Angeles.) 
Would you believe that after only two weeks Juan proposed to Carlota. That was amazing, especially considering 
that Juan was famous for his motto, “Todo con calma,” meaning, “Do everything calmly.” I think Fr. Andres must 
have been acting as the matchmaker. Carlota, who had a promising career in banking, hesitated, of course. 
However, Carlota’s mother advised her daughter to marry Juan and—within six months—she did just that!  
     Their first home was in Solano Canyon, an historic community that bordered the Chavez 
Ravine neighborhoods. The young couple then moved to Alhambra, first living on Arroyo Terrace, and then, 
since 1978, on El Molino Street, just down from St. Therese Church. Juan and Carlota were blessed with two 
girls—born five-and-a-half years apart—Patricia and Claudia. The girls were each baptized by their uncle,         
Fr. Andres, at the famous La Placita Church, Our Lady, Queen of Angels. (Fr. Andres was on loan to the Diocese 
of San Bernardino for several years.) When they were old enough to begin school, the girls were enrolled at          
St. Therese Parish School and completed all their elementary education there.  
     Juan and Carlota had a small clothing business with twelve employees. It was a lot of work with little 
remuneration. They eventually sold it, and Juan became a groundskeeper for the City of L.A., while Carlota 
became a beautician in San Gabriel, with several parishioners as her clients. Meanwhile, Patricia and Claudia 
were involved with the St. Therese Young Adult group. Patricia was also a youth leader for the St. Therese Youth 
group, along with Bernadette Walsh (now Gonzalez), under the guidance of Maria Jongeling, the coordinator for 
both groups. When Maria retired, Patricia worked with the newly-ordained Fr. Donald Kinney for a short while. 
The girls also sang in Ralph Mohutsky’s St. Therese Youth Choir. Claudia met her husband, Stephen Ralston, 
after a Sunday Mass, when he went up and introduced himself. Stephen had previously volunteered in the friars’ 
rectory. His best friend was Matthew Nally, whose parents we featured in an earlier column. In 1992, Stephen 
and Claudia were married in St. Therese Church by Fr. Paul Koenig, OCD. Today, they live in Upland and have a 
son, James, and a daughter, Angela, both of whom were baptized at St. Therese. Claudia has worked for the 
Alhambra School District for the past thirty years and is presently teaching pre-K students.  
      Patricia says that for many years she was “married to my dissertation.” She finally received a doctorate in 
Business from UC Irvine. Today, she is a professor at Loyola Marymount in the College of Business. She is now 
married to David Sanchez, an attorney, and they live in Pasadena and attend Holy Family Parish. They have a 
fifteen-year-old daughter, Analisa, who goes to Flintridge. 
     Juan loved working in his garden. In fact, he was tending his garden on the morning of the day he died. 
Later that day, he felt tired and was sitting in his chair. He said his legs felt cold and he asked Carlota to bring 
him the blanket with the Virgin of Guadalupe on it. As a young bachelor, Juan was active in the Legion of Mary 
as a devoted son of Mary. We can be confident that Mary did not forget her son in his hour of passing from this 
life. May he rest in peace. We pray now for Carlota that she will be sustained in the sure and certain hope of 
being reunited with her husband. I say it again: Viva Cristo Rey! Juan’s funeral will be celebrated at Noon this 
Friday, November 29, here at St. Therese. 
 

 

The Martinez Family is part of the rich 100-year history of St. Therese Parish.  
Let us all walk with St. Therese as we journey together in faith during our Centennial year. 

Page Six                                                                                                                                                                     November 24, 2024 



 

 

November 23—November 30, 2024 
Saturday Evening: 

5:00 p.m.: Mike Marikian, RIP 
Sunday 

*7:30 a.m.: Isaiah Halpin, INT 
 7:30 a.m.: Fr. Daniel McSweeney, RIP 
9:00 a.m.: Ruth and Rhony Laigo, INT 
11:00 a.m.: Alessandra Torress, INT 
 1 p.m. (LaƟn): Atlas Chambliss, INT 

5:00 p.m.: Parishioners 
Monday: 

6:00 a.m.: Souls in Purgatory 
*7:30 am: Virginia Ireland, INT 

8:00 a.m.: Soledad Ruiz, RIP 
7:15 p.m.: Roni Valerio, RIP 

Tuesday: 
   6:00 a.m.: Felipe Silverio, RIP 
*7:30 a.m.: Vicki Gonzalez, INT 

8:00 a.m.: OƩo Lacayo, INT 
7:15 p.m.: Arnoldo Trejos Caldera, RIP 

Wednesday: 
 6:00 a.m.: Felino Severino, RIP 
*7:30 a.m.: Linda Morey, INT 

8:00 a.m.: Ernest Nedd and Eva Nedd Wright, RIP 
 

Thursday—THANKSGIVING DAY: 
 *7:30 am: OƩo Lacayo and Family, INT 

10:00 a.m.: George and Yolanda Rossy, INT 
 

Friday: 
 6:00 a.m.: Jackie Kulbako, RIP  

*7:30 a.m.: Denise McMaster-Holguin, B-Day INT 
8:00 a.m.: Gil & Maria LazaƟn, Wedd. Anniv INT 

 

Saturday (Morning): 
 *7:30 a.m.: Carmelite Nuns’ Community  

8:00 a.m.: McAllister Family, INT 
 

*Held at the Cloistered Carmelite 
Chapel (215 East Alhambra Road, 

Alhambra).  

 
 
 

*Open to the public except on 
Sundays and some holidays.  
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LIVE STREAMED MASSES: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We livestream the daily 8:00 a.m. Mass 
and the HOMILIES at the Sunday         

11:00 a.m. and the Monday 7:15 p.m. 
Masses.  Be sure to “tune in”! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of: 
 

+ Juan Martinez 
(Husband of Carlota) 

 

His funeral Mass will be on  
Friday, November 29, at Noon 

 PILGRIMAGE TO PORTUGAL, SPAIN, 
FRANCE, AND ITALY with Fr. Julius Ntalo, OCD:  
Join this 14-day pilgrimage from July 11 to 24, 
2025, to all four countries listed above. For more 
info and to receive an itinerary, contact ABM 
Tours at 310-514-3323 or 408-903-6305 or 
maddatubeth2@gmail.com. See more info at 
abmtours.com. 
 

ST. THERESE PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO FRANCE 
with Fr. Peter Mary & Fr. Robert from Sept 21 to 
Oct 3, 2025. For info, go to https://
prorometours.com/sainttherese/ or contact 
ProRome Tours at (434) 953-1112 or  
office@prorome.com. THIRTY-FIVE PARISHIONERS 
have already signed up!  
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