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Dear Colleagues:

At last week’s ISBE Board meeting, we heard robust public comment about the universal indoor
masking requirement for all Illinois schools. As I stated at the meeting, ISBE will continue to
follow the science, the data, and the guidance of public health officials regarding masking. The
consensus of the CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics is that masks should be
required for everyone in all schools. Right now, across the country, and especially in states with
no mitigations in place, we’re seeing pediatric ICUs at capacity. We’re seeing hospitals in other
states having to turn away cancer patients and heart attack victims because they have no beds
available. Last week, a teenager in Virginia  died due to complications from COVID. The week
before, COVID took the life of an eighth-grade girl in Mississippi.

The Illinois school districts on probation for noncompliance with the mask requirement represent less than 5 percent of all school districts and
only 1 percent of the student population. But each and every one of these lives is precious. Wearing a mask is a simple, easy, and effective
way to protect not only our own lives but lives of the parents, children, brothers, sisters, grandparents, and loved ones all around us.

The purpose of the universal indoor masking requirement is to preserve students’ access to in-person learning. To keep students safely
learning in-person, we must implement public health guidance not just in policy, but in reality. We must continue to lead by example. We must
continue to think about our neighbor, not just ourselves. Every day I get emails from parents in Illinois wondering if it’s safe to send their child
with asthma or diabetes to school. The answer is yes. Because – and only because – Illinois has the safety measures in place to protect
students, educators, and the community around them. These measures only work if we implement them. Like a seatbelt or a helmet, a mask
only works if we wear it.

I am taking this requirement extremely seriously because every single student in Illinois deserves a safe in-person education this fall. I know
this is a difficult time to be a leader, and I deeply appreciate the cooperation and leadership of all the superintendents and principals across
Illinois.

I am excited to be back in-person. Having full in-person learning across the state is truly a cause for celebration. And I wish all our students,
educators, and families an awesome start to the school year.

Pictured: The Hazel Dell Hornets were greeted with music and balloons on their first day of the 2021-22 school year. Want to be featured in the
Weekly Message? Send us your back-to-school pictures! Email press@isbe.net (mailto:press@isbe.net).  

Sincerely,

mailto:press@isbe.net


Carmen

DATES AND DEADLINES
Please note this is not a complete list of events, meetings, and deadlines. For more events and details, visit the ISBE Calendar page
(https://www.isbe.net/Pages/ISBE-Meetings.aspx).

Aug. 
31

Deadline for LEAs to edit FY 2021 Site-Based Expenditure Report submissions
(http://www.isbe.net/site-based)

Sept. 
1

Deadline to File School Treasurer Bonded Affidavit (https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Treasurer-
Bonds.aspx)

Sept. 
3

Deadline for IAR corrections for the purposes of accountability and the Illinois Report Card
(https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IAR-AC-Announcement-2021.pdf)

Sept. 
13

Deadline for schools to register for Illinois Green Schools Project
(https://illinoisgreenalliance.org/initiatives/green-your-school/illinois-green-schools-project/illinois-
green-schools-project-school-registration/)

Sept. 
30

Applications Due for IDNR Historic Sites Field Trip Grant
(https://www2.illinois.gov/dnr/education/Pages/GrantsIHSFTG.aspx)

Sept. 
30

Deadline to submit FY 2022 EBF Spending Plan in IWAS
(https://www.isbe.net/Pages/ebfspendingplan.aspx)

Sept. 
30

2021 Report Card Overview #1 webinar
(https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6722847716753735438)

Sept. 
30

Deadline to submit proposals for Safe Routes to School program (https://idot.click/SRTS)

Oct. 
4

Deadline to submit Illinois Works Pre-apprenticeship Program Notice of Funding Opportunity
(https://www.illinoisworknet.com/WIOA/Pages/ILWorksPreApprenticeshipNOFO2021.aspx)

Oct. 
8

Deadline to submit application for United States Senate Youth Program Scholarship application
(https://www.isbe.net/Documents/USSYP_42-60.pdf)

Oct. 
8

Deadline to submit application FY 2022 Round 1 School Maintenance Project Grant
(https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Maintenance-Project-Grant.aspx)

Oct. 
13

Online course for RNs in special education begins (http://isbe.net/Documents/Special-Education-
Medical-Review.pdf)

Oct. 
16

ICTM Annual Conference (https://ictm.memberclicks.net/annual-conference)

Oct. 
22

ISU Future Teacher Conference (https://education.illinoisstate.edu/ftcon/)

Sept. 
15

Deadline to submit letter of intent to administer alternate to 5essentials Survey
(https://www.isbe.net/Documents/SY21-22-Alternative-Survey-Letter-of-Intent.pdf)

COVID-19
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Each week, this section will contain a list of the resources and information posted to the COVID-19 webpage (/Pages/covid19.aspx) over
the past week. Please continue to check the COVID-19 webpage for the newest updates and information.

BACK TO SCHOOL 2021-22
Letter to Superintendents: Enforcement of Universal Indoor Masking Requirement  (/Documents/Enforcement-Universal-Indoor-
Masking-Requirement.pdf)
School Recognition Status Change Summary  (/_layouts/Download.aspx?SourceUrl=https://www.isbe.net/Documents/School-
Recognition-Status-Change-Summary.xlsx)

PPE AND MASKS AVAILABLE TO SCHOOLS AND DISTRICTS  
The State of Illinois will make free masks available to school districts and nonpublic schools, based upon demand and need. School
districts and schools seeking personal protective equipment (PPE), masks, or other emergency supplies should make requests to their
corresponding county emergency manager  (https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/Contacts/Documents/LocalEMADirectory.pdf). If the county
emergency manager is unable to address a school or district’s need, the county emergency manager will communicate the need to the
Illinois Emergency Management Agency (https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/Pages/default.aspx) to ensure the need is met.  

EDUCATOR OPPORTUNITIES

100KIN10 SEEKING INDIVIDUALS TO ELEVATE STEM LEARNING IN HISTORICALLY EXCLUDED COMMUNITIES

The non-profit organization 100Kin10 (https://100kin10.org/) seeks to address the nation’s shortage of science, technology, engineering, and
math (STEM) teachers by getting 100,000 excellent and diverse STEM teachers into classrooms nationwide within the next 10 years. Animated
by the potential of a call cultivated by the people, 100Kin10 is launching the “unCommission.” The unCommission is a massively diverse and
participatory experience to identify a set of interlocking goals for the future of STEM learning that will seek out and lift up the stories and
experiences of communities that have been historically excluded from STEM opportunities.

The unCommission is encouraging individuals to sign on as storytelling hosts (https://www.tfaforms.com/4909624?tfa_94=tfa_95), called
“anchors.” Anchors are community-based organizations or individuals who have established, trusted relationships with individuals farthest from
inclusion in the STEM fields. As organizations and individuals who know the communities that they serve well, anchors are invited to join the
unCommission and identify and engage at least five storytellers and support them to submit their story about their STEM learning experience.

Joining the unCommission will offer several benefits and opportunities, including:

Elevating your communities’ voices to positions of power and broadly, including potentially contacting President Joe Biden.
Receiving a stipend for storytelling of up to $500.
Co-creating an equitable future for STEM by joining a national effort to identify the next set of STEM goals for the country.

You can learn more about the anchor role (https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wrKQ1ppJhobJTa3t_taIxJFF0dcVJM70znBh4qtDczE/edit),
and you can also learn more from the 100Kin10 staff by attending their office hours (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81359061283), offered from 2-3
p.m. each Thursday.

EVIDENCE-BASED FUNDING

ISBE PROVIDES UPDATED EBF INFORMATION PERTAINING TO PAYMENTS TO DISTRICTS

NEW

NEW
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The addition of a new regional program for the fiscal year 2022 Evidence-Based Funding (EBF) cycle required ISBE to complete a detailed
review of the EBF governing statute, 105 ILCS 5/18-8.15 (https://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?
DocName=010500050HArt.+18&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=135000000&SeqEnd=138200000), to ensure accuracy of the
distribution calculation. This review identified the need to revise the preliminary calculations to adhere to statute. The revision resulted in a
modest increase in payments for several districts. The updated payments will be implemented with the Sept. 10 EBF payment. It is important to
note that the update has not resulted in any reduction in payment. No district or regional program will receive less FY 2022 funding than
previously announced.

The revised FY 2022 EBF Quick Facts file  (/_layouts/Download.aspx?SourceUrl=/Documents/FY22-EBF-Quick-Facts.xlsx), as well as a file
comparing previously reported amounts and the revised amounts  (/_layouts/Download.aspx?SourceUrl=/Documents/FY22-Gross-State-
Contribution-Differential.xlsx), are both now available. All EBF Distribution Calculation Resources can be found on the ISBE EBF website
(http://www.isbe.net/ebfdist).

If you have questions about these calculations, you are welcome to contact staff in State Funding and Forecasting at (217) 782-0249 or
sff@isbe.net (mailto:sff@isbe.net).

SCHOOL SAFETY

SCHOOL SAFETY REMINDER

The majority of school threats are unfounded, but all threats should be taken seriously. Call 911 if there is an imminent threat. Law enforcement
should immediately handle the situation. In situations where a threat of violence has been made or is imminent, school officials or public health
officials should immediately contact local law enforcement for assistance in determining if the threat is credible and if police intervention is
needed. After assessing the facts and the context of the threat, a conclusion should be made as to whether a threat exists. Local law
enforcement, school officials, and public health officials should report all threats to the Statewide Terrorism and Intelligence Center at (877)
455-7842 or stic@illinois.gov (mailto:stic@illinois.gov).

IDOT SEEKING SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROJECT PROPOSALS

With summer break coming to an end and students hitting the books, the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) announced it is seeking
proposals for projects that will help children walk and bike to school through the Safe Routes to School (https://idot.click/SRTS) program. The
new grant cycle will distribute a total of $12 million for infrastructure projects that improve safety and reduce traffic in areas around elementary
and middle schools. Projects can include new sidewalks, speed-monitoring systems, and improvements to make routes more accessible for
individuals with disabilities. A 20% local match is required, with a maximum award of $250,000.

Successful applications must demonstrate how the projects will encourage students to walk or bike. Eligible applicants include school districts,
local governments, planning organizations, and nonprofit associations. Schools with higher percentages of low-income students and students
with disabilities will be given appropriate consideration.

The deadline to apply is Sept. 30. The awards will be announced early next year.

For more information, including selection criteria, visit the Illinois Safe Routes to School website (https://idot.illinois.gov/transportation-
system/local-transportation-partners/county-engineers-and-local-public-agencies/safe-routes-to-school/index) or email
DOT.SafeRoutes@Illinois.gov (mailto:DOT.SafeRoutes@Illinois.gov).

ISBE GUIDANCE ON SCHOOL AND SCHOOL BUS SAFETY DRILLS DURING COVID-19

NEW
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Schools must continue to meet statutory requirements for conducting safety drills, including evacuation, school bus evacuation, law
enforcement, and severe weather/shelter in place drills, and should implement safety drills with COVID-19 safety measures in place. Per the
School Safety Drill Act, a “drill” means “a pre-planned exercise conducted by a school.” Drills, including school bus safety drills, shall be
conducted at each school building that houses school children. A video does not constitute a drill and, therefore, cannot on its own meet the
requirements of the Act. Districts must still follow the provisions of the School Safety Drill Act, conducting drills in adherence to the health and
safety requirements during the COVID-19 pandemic.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

ONLINE COURSES AVAILABLE FOR RNS TO PERFORM SPECIAL EDUCATION EVALUATIONS

Health assessments and recommendations for health-related goals for students with Individual Education Programs must be provided by a
registered nurse (RN) with an ISBE-issued Professional Educator License (PEL) endorsed in school nursing (as written in School Code
(/Documents/25ark.pdf)). The PEL is the legally defined and required School Code credential for school nurses performing any job duties that
include student academic evaluations. 

Many RNs have completed coursework and internships leading to the PEL, but some districts have tried and been unable to hire a qualified
school nurse. Such districts may apply to ISBE to hire and train a non-PEL RN and remain in compliance with special education evaluation
rules.  

The next online course for RNs in special education is scheduled Oct. 13 (course introduction) through Nov. 29 (includes a break the week of
Thanksgiving). Contact School Nurse Consultant Rebecca Doran at rdoran@isbe.net (mailto:rdoran@isbe.net) to enroll in these online
courses. District administrators or special education directors who need to fill this role may view required documents to be submitted to ISBE
for review  (http://isbe.net/Documents/Special-Education-Medical-Review.pdf) and may submit questions via email directly to Ms. Doran.

EDUCATIONAL SURROGATE PARENTS FOR STUDENTS IN SPECIAL EDUCATION

If any of your students in special education quality for an Educational Surrogate Parent (ESP), please go to the ESP Public Request Form
(https://apps.isbe.net/SEMS/SurrogateRequestPublic.aspx) and complete a request. You may use this form to request an ESP appointment,
replacement, or withdrawal. An ESP is an individual who represents and advocates for students in all matters pertaining to special education if
parents or guardians are not available. Students may need an ESP if:

No parent (as defined under 34 CFR 300.30) can be identified,
The parent cannot be located,
The child is a youth in care, or
The child is an unaccompanied homeless youth.

For questions, please contact surrogate@isbe.net (mailto:surrogate@isbe.net) or call (312) 814-0943.Visit the ISBE Surrogate Parent Program
webpage (/Pages/Special-Education-Surrogate-Parent-Program.aspx) for more information.

5ESSENTIALS SURVEY

ISBE WELLNESS PROVIDES UPDATE ON 5ESSENTIALS SURVEY OF LEARNING CONDITIONS

The annual 5Essentials Survey of Learning Conditions: Organizing Schools for Improvement generates valuable data that districts can use to
guide their ongoing efforts to improve schools and share data to inform parents and community members about a school’s learning
environment. 

NEW
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Accessing the Survey Results

The reports for the 2020-21 survey administration can be accessed by visiting the 5Essentials website (https://5-essentials.org/illinois/5e/2021/)
and searching by school name, district name, or ZIP code. Please note: Schools that have participated in an approved alternate survey will not
be listed.

Looking Forward to the Coming Year

The 2021-22 5Essentials Survey will launch on Jan. 11, 2022 and close on March 11, 2022. Any district seeking to participate in one of the two
approved alternate surveys, Cognia  (/Documents/Cognia-Quick-Facts.pdf) or CSCI
(/Documents/Comprehensive%20School%20Climate%20Inventory.zip), will need to submit a letter of intent  (/Documents/SY21-22-
Alternative-Survey-Letter-of-Intent.pdf) to ISBE by Sept. 15. Failure to complete a letter of intent will result in the auto-enrollment of the district
into the 5Essentials Survey for the 2021-22 school year. Updates on the survey administration for 2021-22 will be available via ISBE’s Weekly
Message and ISBE’s 5Essentials website (/Pages/5Essentials-Survey.aspx).

If you have any questions or concerns, contact Adenike Sosina at asosina@isbe.net (mailto:asosina@isbe.net) or Jacob Thornton at
jathornt@isbe.net (mailto:jathornt@isbe.net) in the Wellness Department.

ILLINOIS REPORT CARD

JOIN THE FIRST 2021 REPORT CARD OVERVIEW WEBINAR

Join ISBE staff for the 2021 Report Card Overview #1 webinar  (https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6722847716753735438) from 10-
11:30 a.m. Sept. 30. ISBE staff will review all new elements on the 2021 Report Card, including data affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Additionally, staff will assist with any questions regarding abnormal-looking data and any other questions you may have. The webinar will be
recorded and posted for those unable to attend in person.

GRANT OPPORTUNITY

ILLINOIS WORKS PRE-APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY NOW AVAILABLE

The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) and Office of Illinois Works are thrilled to announce the Illinois Works
Pre-apprenticeship Program Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)
(http://www.illinoisworknet.com/WIOA/Resources/Documents/IL%20Works%20Pre-Apprenticeship%20NOFO.pdf) is available for application
(https://www.illinoisworknet.com/WIOA/Pages/ILWorksPreApprenticeshipNOFO2021.aspx). This program leverages a $10 million commitment
from the state to provide additional training programs that will expand the talent pipeline while boosting diversity within the construction industry
and building trades. DCEO is accepting proposals for this program until 5 p.m. Oct. 4.

The goal of the Illinois Works Pre-apprenticeship Program is to provide grants to community-based organizations or coalitions, such as
colleges, industry associations, Chambers of Commerce, local workforce areas, community colleges, technical schools, and school districts
throughout the state, that will recruit, prescreen, and provide pre-apprenticeship skills training. Successful grantees will also be expected to
provide pathways and manage the transition from the pre-apprenticeship program to a full apprenticeship program in construction and building
trades.

DCEO will award approximately $10 million in the first round, with individual grant awards ranging from $200,000-$550,000 for a one-year
agreement.
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For detailed information about the funding opportunity and instructions on how to submit an application, see the full NOFO and required
documents linked under NOFO Materials (https://www.illinoisworknet.com/WIOA/Pages/ILWorksPreApprenticeshipNOFO2021.aspx). You can
also register for multiple technical assistance sessions and find helpful resources to assist with application. Please direct any questions
regarding this funding opportunity to CEO.ILWorks@illinois.gov (mailto:ceo.ilworks@illinois.gov).

SITE-BASED EXPENDITURE REPORTING

IWAS SITE-BASED EXPENDITURE REPORTING EDITING WINDOW OPENS - EDITED SUBMISSIONS DUE AUG. 31

All FY 2021 Site-Based Expenditure Report submissions were due Aug. 16. Local Education Agencies (LEAs) now have until Aug. 31 to make
any desired edits to their submissions. LEAs typically wish to make edits for the sake of:

Correcting data calculations or other errors.
Using the optional internal notes sections to mark this year’s process and make next year’s work easier.
Using the optional public-facing narrative sections to add context or explanation to their data before it appears on the Report Card.

To reopen a submission for editing, go into the IWAS System for Site-Based Expenditure Reporting, click on “Support” on the top bar, and
select “Send Us a Question.” Select "Un-submit — for immediate attention" as the topic area. The Welcome screen also provides a link directly
to the un-submit page. After making any desired changes, all users must click “Submit” to ensure that the edited report is received by Aug. 31.

Supports are available at www.isbe.net/site-based (http://www.isbe.net/site-based). All questions not addressed in these materials may be
directed to site-based@isbe.net. The ISBE team also hosts office hours on this topic from 9 a.m.-noon every Thursday in August. To sign up for
a 15-minute slot, visit calendly.com/site-based (https://calendly.com/site-based). More time slots may be added on an ongoing basis.

IN BRIEF

EDUCATOR RESOURCES

Scaling Education Pathways in Illinois

To help address Illinois’s need for a larger and more diverse teaching force, Education Systems Center (EdSystems) partnered with the Illinois
P-20 Council and the Joyce Foundation to launch and support Scaling Education Pathways in Illinois (SEPI) (https://edsystemsniu.org/scaling-
education-pathways-in-illinois/), a set of cohorts of collaboratives working to build streamlined education pathways that align with the
Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness Act’s College and Career Pathway Endorsement requirements. (https://edsystemsniu.org/college-
and-career-pathway-endorsements/) EdSystems has released an analysis (https://edsystemsniu.org/download/4264/) of the initial
implementation of SEPI with input from the first cohort of collaboratives. It was undertaken to understand how the components of the education
pathway were being executed in practice and to collect promising practices and lessons learned. It includes the stand-alone sections of
Implications and Takeaways (https://edsystemsniu.org/download/4255/), Key Findings (https://edsystemsniu.org/download/4258/), By the
Numbers (https://edsystemsniu.org/download/4252/), and Promising Practices (https://edsystemsniu.org/download/4261/).

Dual Credit Toolkit

Stand for Children launched an interactive website that guides users through the process of establishing dual credit programs and exploring
teacher credentialing requirements for dual credit courses. The site can also be used as a navigation tool to find relevant documents and
resources related to dual credit. Parents, teachers, administrators, and community members can access the toolkit by visiting
standadvocacytoolkit.org (http://standadvocacytoolkit.org/).

Teaching Trunk Program
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The Illinois Holocaust Museum’s literature-based teaching trunk program provides educators with a wide array of resources for classrooms with
units on character education, human rights, the Holocaust, and genocide. It is free for K-12 educators teaching civics, character education,
human rights, the Holocaust, and genocide. Each trunk allows educators to create meaningful age-/grade-appropriate lessons employing
award-winning fiction and nonfiction, historical references, and other educational materials. Each trunk has been carefully developed to
address state and national learning standards, including Common Core State Standards. Teaching trunks are provided free of charge. For
more information, visit the Illinois Holocaust Museum’s teaching trunk web page (https://www.ilholocaustmuseum.org/students-
educators/teaching-trunks/).

Illinois Association for Gifted Children Annual Conference

The Illinois Association for Gifted Children welcomes teachers, administrators, parents, social workers/school psychologists, educational
specialists, and advocates for children with advanced learning needs to register for its 26th Annual Conference
(https://iagcgifted.org/2021Conference). Join national leaders in the field of gifted education and experts throughout Illinois to explore new ways
to enhance professional practice, support equity, and access, and collaborate to make advanced learning opportunities a reality for all children.
Five professional development hours per day are available to attendees on Thursday and Friday to those who complete attendance and
documentation requirements.

Registration fee (includes Thursday, Friday, and Parent Saturday Forum):

Early Bird (on or before Sept. 1) - $290
Regular Rate (after Sept. 1) - $325
Discounts available for groups of 10 or more!
Parent Saturday Forum Only: $40 for member; $50 for non-member

Contact director@iagcgifted.org (mailto:director@iagcgifted.org) to learn more.

STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES

ISU Future Teacher Conference Oct. 22

The Illinois State University College of Education is excited to host the third annual Future Teacher Conference
(https://education.illinoisstate.edu/ftcon/) for all freshmen through senior high school students interested in a career in education on Oct. 22.
ISU plans to host the event on campus this year. ISU would love you to bring a group of students to Illinois State for a day full of exploring and
engaging in careers in education. This free event will include a dynamic opening session and options for students to choose from a variety of
sessions about timely topics in teaching and panels with current education students.

Registration for the Future Teacher Conference (https://connect.illinoisstate.edu/register/FutureTeacher) is now open. All chaperones and
students should register. Chaperones will be sent periodic student registration lists for your school. Students will choose their conference
sessions (https://education.illinoisstate.edu/ftcon/) during registration. Prior to registration, students can review the conference sessions
(https://education.illinoisstate.edu/ftcon/). Sessions for school personnel will be available to select the day of the conference. Chaperones will
have an option in their registration form to sign up for a campus tour at the end of the conference.

Future Teacher Conference

Illinois State University
9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Oct. 22; check-in 8:30-9:30 a.m.
Free to attend; includes light morning snacks and complimentary lunch.
Event will follow Illinois State University COVID-19 protocols.

If you have any questions, please email Kelli Appel at ksappel@ilstu.edu (mailto:ksappel@ilstu.edu).
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https://connect.illinoisstate.edu/register/FutureTeacher
https://education.illinoisstate.edu/ftcon/
https://education.illinoisstate.edu/ftcon/
mailto:ksappel@ilstu.edu


FAMILY AND COMMUNITY RESOURCES

PTA Facilitating Listening Sessions Toolkit

What’s the best way to find out what families in your community want and need? Ask them... and listen! It’s particularly important to reach out
and listen to families that haven’t traditionally had a seat at the table. The National PTA Facilitating Listening Sessions Toolkit
(https://www.pta.org/center-for-family-engagement/listening-sessions) will provide you with everything you need to know about hosting a
listening session in your community. You will find practical tips, helpful invitation scripts, and an agenda for your facilitator to use to guide the
conversation. The Facilitating Listening Sessions Toolkit is even available in six other languages.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Opportunity for Early Childhood Educators Teaching Multilingual Students

The ISBE Early Childhood Department, in partnership World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA), has announced the following
resource and professional development opportunity for early childhood educators in Illinois. Making Connections: Using the Illinois Early
Learning and Development Standards and WIDA Early Years Resources to Plan Instruction for Young Multilingual Children is a free
comprehensive resource that offers suggestions, tools, and sample plans for teachers who want to plan equitable learning opportunities for
young multilingual children. For more information and to register for upcoming free webinars focusing on this resource, visit the WIDA website
(https://wida.wisc.edu/about/news/wida-early-years-releases-making-connections?utm_source=MK-EY081021&utm_medium=email-
eloqua&utm_campaign=EarlyYearsNews&utm_content=making-connections).

This resource is made available through a partnership between The Center: Early Childhood Professional Learning
(http://eclearningil.org/about-us) and WIDA Early Years (https://wida.wisc.edu/memberships/early-years) and funded by ISBE.

Ed Leaders Network

Ed Leaders Network has the following live webinar and recorded courses available to view now. As a reminder, review this document for
instructions on how professionals can request access to Ed Leaders Network courses  (/Documents/Ed-Leaders-Network.pdf).

3-4 p.m. Aug. 24 – Making Meetings Work for All: (https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IZ3pZpJ3RR-SAy5P9wv9GA) None of
us have time to waste. And, unfortunately, meetings can become significant time-wasters. Learn four practical techniques to increase
efficiency and effectiveness, not to mention help create happier colleagues!
Authentic Assessment in Early Childhood Part 1 (four PD hours): (http://ipa-
nfe.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMDE2NDEwNSZwPTEmdT0xMTMyMDE1MjMwJmxpPTg4NzczMjg2/index.html) Understanding the
purposes, characteristics, benefits, and processes of authentic assessment are necessary competencies for all early childhood
professionals. During this course, participants will be introduced to the authentic assessment cycle and will examine and explore how to
implement the cycle in developmentally appropriate ways.

FEATURED ISBE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Data Analyst (/Lists/ISBECareers/CareerDisplayForm.aspx?ID=573)
Financial Consultant (/Lists/ISBECareers/CareerDisplayForm.aspx?ID=574)

View all open positions at ISBE (/Pages/Careers-at-ISBE.aspx).

https://www.pta.org/center-for-family-engagement/listening-sessions
https://wida.wisc.edu/about/news/wida-early-years-releases-making-connections?utm_source=MK-EY081021&utm_medium=email-eloqua&utm_campaign=EarlyYearsNews&utm_content=making-connections
http://eclearningil.org/about-us
https://wida.wisc.edu/memberships/early-years
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Ed-Leaders-Network.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IZ3pZpJ3RR-SAy5P9wv9GA
http://ipa-nfe.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMDE2NDEwNSZwPTEmdT0xMTMyMDE1MjMwJmxpPTg4NzczMjg2/index.html
https://www.isbe.net/Lists/ISBECareers/CareerDisplayForm.aspx?ID=573
https://www.isbe.net/Lists/ISBECareers/CareerDisplayForm.aspx?ID=574
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Careers-at-ISBE.aspx

