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Lin-Wood Elementary School opens
thirty-year-old time capsule

ANGEL LARCOM
angel@salmonpress.news

LINCOLN The
Lin-Wood Elementa-
ry School opened a
time capsule from 1991
during a thirty-year
celebration earlier this
month. Although it was
intended to be opened
after fifty years, school
officials determined
an early reveal would
be a morale boost for
students after the ed-
ucational challenges
brought on by COVID.

According to SAU
68 Financial Manag-
er Debbie O'Connor,
a  Lincoln-Woodstock
resident delivered a
letter from 1991 to her
office one year ago.
The letter described a
time capsule hidden in
one of the columns of
the newly-constructed
elementary school and
encouraged community
involvement via a con-
test.

“After locating
the column and what
looked like a hiding
spot, the school admin-
istration discussed hav-
ing a celebration and
opening the time cap-
sule in the fall of 2021.
After a tough school
year with COVID, we
thought it would be
something positive and
fun to share with the

students," said O'Con-
nor.
Administrators

chose Oct 6 as the un-
veiling date, as it was
exactly thirty years
from the date school of-
ficials first hid the cap-
sule.  Superintendent
Dr. Judith McGann wel-
comed the students to
the unveiling ceremony
last Wed before intro-
ducing Principal Mark
Pribbernow and Assis-
tant Principal Virginia
Everett.

The administrators
read the letter from
1991 and then intro-
duced former adminis-
trators Robert Nelson
and Mike Weaver. Ac-
cording to the letter ad-
dressed to parents and

family members, the
school planned to host
a community-wide com-
petition.

Four items would be
selected for inclusion,
and the winning entries
would receive a dinner
certificate from the
Woodstock Inn. Unfor-
tunately, neither O'Con-
nor nor Nelson could
recall seeing anything
other than class folders
during the reveal.

Now retired, Nelson
was the school's As-
sistant Principal from
1988 to 2000, when he
became the Principal.
He retired in 2017, after
40 years with the school
district.

Weaver was a fourth-
grade teacher when the
time capsule was sealed
in 1991. He retired from
the Assistant Principal
position approximately
eight years ago, after
more than 20 years with
the school district.

The students cele-
brated with cake and
juice after the two PVC
tubes were cracked
open. At the same time,
administrators placed
all of the time capsule
contents on tables for
the staff and students to
view.

There was a folder of
papers for each class-
room, from Kkindergar-
ten to fifth grade. Many
of the handwritten
notes included photo-
graphs, drawings and
future predictions.
O'Connor said the con-
tents were in surpris-
ingly good shape, given
their age.

Several of the stu-
dents were delighted to
discover photographs
and handwritten notes
from their parents as
children. Administra-
tive Assistant Shelia
Rich noted that flying
cars were prevalent
throughout the docu-
ments.

"Everything was go-
ing to be animatronic. I
wondered how the kids
came up with a predic-
tion like flying cars or
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Handwritten notes, drawings and photographs dating back to
1991 were revealed during a thirty-year celebration at the Lin-
Wood Elementary School last week.

if the idea came from a
popular television show
at the time," said Rich.

O'Connor said she
was standing at one of
the tables as students
began to review the
time capsule contents.
She recalled, "Two of
the kids showed me pic-
tures of their fathers
and their class folder
submissions from 1991.
They were very excit-
ed."

Former Principal
Nelson said he'd forgot-
ten about the time cap-
sule completely, but he
vaguely remembered a
community initiative
for the project.

"When we built the
school, time capsules
were quite the thing to
do. It was a way to cap-
ture community histo-
ry, and we jumped on
the bandwagon. We had
numerous discussions
as to what it would look
like, and it seems a
great opportunity to be
able to preserve some
of the things that were
going on during that
time," explained Nel-
son.

The former admin-
istrator noted that
modern concepts like
Facebook, Twitter, web-
sites and email were un-
heard of in 1991.

"Words that are con-
nected to us now pri-
marily deal with tech-
nology. Opening the
time capsule gave us a
glimpse into how much
the community and the
world have changed
over the last thirty
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years. How students
communicate now is
quite different than it
was in the early 90s,
but it was really inter-
esting to take a look at
all of that information,"
stated Nelson.

Nelson also noted
that many students
from the -early 90s
wrote down their wish-
es for the future. He
said that one underly-
ing hope was that the
world would be safe.

"Some of those pre-
dictions were way
off, and some of them
were quite accurate.
The younger students
described what they
wanted to be when they
grew up, while the old-
er kids had a different
way to process what the
world would look like,"
explained Nelson.

According to O'Con-
nor, school officials
intend to create a new
time capsule with the
current students. In
addition to items sub-
mitted by the students,
the administrators also
planned to include his-
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A thirty-year-old time capsule from Lin-Wood Elementary
students in 1991 was opened in Lincoln last week and will be
replaced with new materials from the school's current student

body before Thanksgiving.

torical items that have
remained on display in
the building. They plan
to place the new time
capsule in the origi-
nal hiding spot before
Thanksgiving break.

"We hope that in an-
other 20 or 30 years, the
next generation will
find the time capsules
and see what was hap-
pening back in 2021,"
said O'Connor.

JOHNSBURY
ACADEMY

* New Student Orientation
= Typical School Day

= Academic Opportunities
= Signature Programs

* Boarding School Life
= Virtual Campus Tour

the webinar.

REGISTER ONLINE
Just scan the code or go to:
stjacademy.org/open-house

ST : 2021 Vir tual
Open House

ONLINE WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27
7:00 TO 8:00 P.M.

FOR STUDENTS IN GRADES 8-12

Learn all about the St. Johnsbury Academy experience from our
faculty and staff in this 1 hour Zoom webinar including:

* The Role of Guidance Counselors

= Athletics and Extracurricular Opportunities

Participants will have the opportunity
to ask questions via live chat during

Friday afternoons this fall! Scan

NEW THIS FALL!
CAMPUS TOURS

In-person campus tours on

the code for details or go to:
stjacademy.org/campus-tours

[F—

Carpets, Rugs & Upholstery, Pet & Stain Specialist

h
Gerry’s Carpet & Upholstery Cleaners
Serving the entire North Country

Fast - Friendly - Professional
Uncompromising Customer Service

SUPER FAST DRYING TIMES!

Visit us on the web.
www.sanhitizemycarpets.com

E] @sanitizeMyLife (3

603-723-4084

free advice, consultation,
on-site written estimates

Your Community Health Partner Since 1975

4| &

ACHS 603.444.2464 ¢ WWW.ammonoosuc.org

Primary Care - Behavioral Health
Dental & Oral Health
all under the ACHS roof!

ACHS opened its doors to the community in 1975,
and we're still going stong!

ACHS accepts most major insurances, and
offers a sliding fee scale for patients who qualify.
Call our NEW PATIENT Hotline
toll-free at 1-866-201-5076.

Ammonoosuc :
Community Health Services

Littleton * Franconia ®* Warren » Whitefield * Woodsville




