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History 2111: United States History Before 1865
Instructor Information:
Mr. Timothy Jackson
Middle Georgia State University
Houston County School District

Course Information:
History 2111 – Section # 89067
· Course Prerequisite: None
· Course Description: This is a survey of U. S. history prior to 1865. Special emphasis will be given to the political, social, cultural, intellectual, and economic forces that transformed the U.S. during the period. Meets state legislative requirements for United States and Georgia history.
· Student learning outcomes
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:
1. Identify major figures and/or events in US and Georgia history before 1865.
2. Explain how political, economic, military, diplomatic, religious, and/or cultural factors influenced US and Georgia development before 1865.
3. Apply college-level competencies in reading comprehension, documentary analysis, research, and/or historical writing.
4. Identify the historically-appropriate major concepts in US and Georgia founding documents, as well as other chronologically significant documents.
· Required Textbook: The American Yawp: A Massively Collaborative Open U.S. History Textbook, Volume 1. You can download a free e-text of the book from the following website: https://www.americanyawp.com. Chapters of the PDF and links to each chapter will appear on the course D2L/Brightspace page.
This is a Core IMPACTS course that is part of the Citizenship area.
Core IMPACTS refers to the core curriculum, which provides students with essential knowledge in foundational academic areas. This course will help master course content, and support students’ broad academic and career goals.
This course should direct students toward a broad Orienting Question: 
· How do I prepare for my responsibilities as an engaged citizen? 
Completion of this course should enable students to meet the following Learning Outcome: 
· Students will demonstrate knowledge of the history of the United States, the history of Georgia, and the provisions and principles of the United States Constitution and the Constitution of Georgia. 
Course content, activities, and exercises in this course should help students develop the following Career-Ready Competencies: 
· Critical Thinking is inherent in the study of History. Through discussions and/or written assignments, students analyze ideas, interpret information, retain facts, and apply ideas. Students, in the process of conducting research and summarizing information, engage in the essential components of Critical Thinking. 
· Intercultural Competence is a foundational aspect of HIST 2111 and HIST 2112. These courses include content related to slavery, immigration, domestic and international conflict, cultural interactions, and the process of change over time.
· Persuasion is an essential part of developing and communicating a perspective on a subject. Through discussions and/or written assignments, students develop a clear thesis statement and present evidence supporting that statement.
Course Requirements
Exams
You will have 3 exams and a final:
· Exam1: This exam will take place in class and will cover the materials encountered in Unit 1 (Chapters 1-4). The exam will consist of 25 multiple choice questions and a well-constructed, thoughtful short answer question. For further information see the study guide.
· Exam 2: This exam will take place in class and will cover the materials encountered in Unit 2 (Chapters 5-8). The exam will consist of 25 multiple choice questions and a well-constructed, thoughtful short answer question. For further information see the study guide.
· Exam 3: This exam will take place in class and will cover the materials encountered in Unit 3 (Chapters 9-12). The exam will consist of 25 multiple choice questions and a well-constructed, thoughtful short answer question. For further information see the study guide.
· Final Exam: This exam will be taken in class over the course of 2 days.  The exam will cover the materials from Units 1-4 (Chapters 1-14). The exam will consist of 10 multiple choice questions, three well-constructed, thoughtful short answer questions, and one essay question.  For more information see the study guide.
Quizzes
Quizzes will be short and will cover material covered in class and in the textbook. You will have six quizzes. 
Document Exercises 
You will have a selection of primary sources that you will read and analyze throughout the course. You will be asked to analyze the documents and explain how they relate to the people, events, and themes appearing in class and in the textbook. 
You will complete 5 in-class document exercises on one of the assigned primary sources. I will choose the primary source, so it is important that you are familiar with all that are assigned. 
Classwork
Various assignments will be given throughout the course. Some may be completed in class, while others may be assigned as homework. 
Grading
Method of Evaluation
· Classwork 				20%
· Document Exercises			20%
· Quizzes				15%
· Exams				              30%
· Cumulative Final Exam		               15%



Assignment of Grades
All grades will be posted in the student grade book in D2L/Brightspace and will be assigned according to the following or similar scale:
A	(Excellent work)				90 – 100%
B	(Good work)				80 – 89%
C	(Satisfactory work) 			70 – 79%
D	(Passing work) 				60 – 69%
F	(Failing work)				59% and below
Policies
Generative Artificial Intelligence
As all writing assignments will be in-class, hand-written, with no consultation of phones allowed, it goes without saying that the use of generative artificial intelligence is not allowed.
Attendance Policy 
You will be held to Houston County School District’s attendance policies. In addition, the Middle Georgia State University attendance policies are as follows:
MGA students should attend all class sessions, be they face-to-face or online. Class attendance and participation is an individual student responsibility. Learn more about attendance expectations by asking each of your instructors and through this web resource: https://mga.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2024-2025/undergraduate-catalog/academic-policy-and-information/course-policies/attendance-policy/ 
Student Code of Conduct
You will be held to Houston County School District’s conduct policies. In addition, you will be held to Middle Georgia State University’s code of conduct.
MGA students are responsible for reading, understanding, and abiding by the MGA Student Code of Conduct:
https://www.mga.edu/student-conduct/code-of-conduct-violations.php 
Non-Discrimination and anti-harassment policies
MGA is committed to ensuring a safe learning environment that supports the dignity of all members of the University community. We encourage students to read more about this institutional policy:
https://policies.mga.edu/policy-manual/section-6-campus-affairs/6-5-nondiscrimination/index.php
Plagiarism:
MGA uses a plagiarism prevention service to evaluate written work that students submit for this course. The papers will be retained by the service for the sole purpose of checking for plagiarized content in future student submissions. MGA’s Code of Conduct prohibits the use of any unauthorized assistance in completing any work for any course. This assistance includes using artificial intelligence platforms to generate any part or all of student submissions. The Code of Conduct is available at this webpage:
https://www.mga.edu/student-conduct/index.php
Accessibility Accommodations:
Students with a documented disability must work with MGA's Accessibility Services to arrange essential services relating to their disability. All entitlements to accommodations are based on documentation and USG Board of Regents standards.
If a student is considering requesting accommodations, they should first contact Accessibility Services to discuss the process:
https://www.mga.edu/accessibility-services/index.php
If a student needs course adaptations or accommodations because of a documented disability or chronic illness, the student should notify their instructor in writing and provide a copy of a current Student Accommodations Report (SAR), which is available only from Accessibility Services. Faculty cannot offer accommodations to any student without timely receipt of the official SAR document.
Withdrawal Policy:
You will be allowed to request a schedule change following Houston County School District’s procedures. You will need to request a schedule change from your high school counselor during the time-frame allowed by your school. Once that period has passed, you will not be allowed to withdraw from the course. 
Course Experience Feedback Survey
Student perception surveys of a class and its instructor are administered online at the end of each term/session for all courses with five or more students. Students will receive an email containing a link to a survey for each course in which they are enrolled. All responses are anonymous.

 Apptegy statement 
This year, we will use Apptegy Rooms to share class announcements, important updates, and reminders, as well as communicate with families. Please log in using the information provided by the school and enable notifications so you don't miss important information.















COURSE SCHEDULE
	Content
	Yawp Chapters
	Dates
	Assignments

	First Day of Semester- August 4

	Intro to HIST 2111
	Getting Started
Historiography 

	August 5-7
	D2L Tasks

	Unit 1: Encounter, Exchange, and Empire in Early North America
	Chapters 1-4
· American Origins
· Making an Atlantic World 
· Colliding Cultures
· British North America
	August 10-September 3
	Chapter 1 Quiz – August 14 
 
Document Assignment Ch 2– August 21 
 
Chapter 3 Quiz – August 26  


	
	Test 1: Chapters 1-4, September 4

	Unit 2: Forging a Nation: Revolution, Republicanism, and the Market Economy
	Chapters 5-8
· Colonial Society
· The American Revolution
· A New Nation
· The Early Republic
	September 8-October 7
	Ch 6 Quiz – Sept 18 
 
Ch 7 Quiz – Sept 25  
 
Document Assignment Ch 8 – Oct 2  


	
	Test 2: Chapters 5-8, October 8

	Unit 3: Political Democratization and Territorial Expansion in the Age of Jackson
	Chapters 9-11
· Getting Forward
· Democracy in America
· Growth and Conflict
	October 19-November 5
	Document Assignment Chapter 9 – Oct 23 
 
Quiz Ch’s 9-10: Oct 30


	
	Test 3: Chapters 9-12, November 6

	Unit 4: Sectionalism, Secession, and the Struggle to Reunite
	Chapters 12-14
· The National Crisis
· The Civil War
· Reconstruction
	November 9-December 8
	Document Assignment Ch 12 – Nov 13  
 
Quiz Ch 13 – Nov 20  
 
Document Assignment Ch 14 – 7 December  


	Final Exam: Chapters 1-14, December 10 &11






































Parent Syllabus Page – Please sign and return to Mr. Jackson tomorrow. 


[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]I have read this syllabus and understand the standards, requirements, and expectations for Mr. Jackson’s 
[bookmark: _heading=h.5jo0z6635ds]
[bookmark: _heading=h.xa8xq1xajomq]
Student Name (Printed) _____________________________________________________________

Student Signature__________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Email_______________________________________________________________

Best Phone number to contact_______________________________________________________
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