Perry County School District- Office of Special Education

ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION CHECKLIST:  EMOTIONAL DISABILITY (EmD)
	DEFINITION:  Emotional Disability (EmD) exists when a child exhibits one (1) or more of the following characteristics over a long period of time and/or to a marked degree, adversely affecting educational performance:  (a) an inability to learn that cannot be explained by intellectual, sensory or health factors, (b) an inability to build or maintain satisfactory interpersonal relationships with peers and teachers, (c) inappropriate types of behaviors or feelings under normal circumstances, (d) a general pervasive mood of unhappiness or depression, and/or (e) a tendency to develop physical symptoms or fears associated with personal or school problems. EmD includes schizophrenia; however, EmD does not refer to children who are socially maladjusted, unless it is determined that they have an emotional disability.

	The Multidisciplinary Evaluation Team (MET) has determined

	
	Y		N
	1. The determinant factor for the child’s performance is due to a lack of appropriate instruction in reading or math, including the essential components of reading instruction as defined in section 1208(3) of ESEA;

	
	Y		N
	1. The determinant factor for the child’s performance is due to limited English proficiency or social or cultural differences;

	
	Y		N
	1. The preponderance of the evidence supports the need for special education and related services with any inconsistencies explained;

	
	Y		N
	1. The child’s evaluation is sufficiently comprehensive, based on the information available, to identify all of the child’s educational needs, regardless of whether those needs are typically linked to the disability category;

	
	Y		N
	1. The preponderance of the evidence supports the presence of a disability with any inconsistencies documented and explained.

	The child is not eligible for special education at this time if the MET answers “yes” to 1 or 2 or “no” to 3, 4 or 5.

	OBSERVATION: An observation was conducted: 

	Location of observation:
	Date of observation:

	Observer name:
Qualifications: 	  MDE-licensed school psychologist 	  Board-licensed psychologist	  Psychiatrist

	REQUIRED CRITERIA: The child demonstrates: 
	SUPPORTING EVIDENCEA

	
	Y		N
	(A) Inability to learn that cannot be explained by intellectual, sensory or health factors
	



	
	Y		N
	(B) Inability to build or maintain satisfactory interpersonal relationships with peers and teachers 
	



	
	Y		N
	(C) Inappropriate types of behaviors or feelings under normal circumstances
	



	
	Y		N
	(D) General pervasive mood of unhappiness or depression
	



	
	Y		N
	(E) Tendency to develop physical symptoms or fears associated with personal or school problems
	



	
	Y		N
	Emotional characteristics (A-E) have been exhibited over a long period of time or to a marked degree
	



	
	Y		N
	Adverse impact on educational performance
	



	The child must meet one (1) or more required criteria (A-E) AND demonstrate characteristics over a long period of time/to a marked degree AND have an adverse educational impact to be eligible for this category. See Exclusions.
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	EXCLUSIONS: The child’s performance is primarily affected by:
	SUPPORTING EVIDENCEB

	
	Y		N
	Social maladjustment without a concomitant emotional disability
	



	The child cannot be considered eligible for this category if the MET answers “yes” to the exclusion item.


A The supporting evidence must contain narrative descriptions of child behavior(s), situations in which the behavior(s) do(es) and do(es) not occur, antecedents leading to the behavior(s), and consequences immediately following the behavior(s); functional assessments of the child behavior (if conducted); descriptions of attempts to address the behavior(s) including Behavior Intervention Plans (if developed and implementd during the pre-referral process), office discipline referrals, and disciplinary actions and the results of these attempts; documentation to support the existence of the behavior(s) for a long period of time and/or to a marked degree; a description of how the behavior(s) adversely affect educational performance; a statement as to whether the behavior(s) are typical for the child’s age, setting, circumstances, and peer group, and if not, how the behavior(s) are different; a description of the association between documented patterns of behavior and results of emotional and behavioral assessments; a statement from an MDE-licensed school psychologist, board-licensed psychologist, or psychiatrist supporting elilgibility based on an observation, review of all information gathered during the comprehensive evaluation, interpretations of test instruments used, and review of eligibility criteria.
B If the team concludes the child does not meet the criteria for EmD because all behavior patterns appear to be the result of social maladjustment, the eligibility determination report must indicate this conclusion. Documentation must be included to support the team’s conclusion that the behaviors are indicative of social maladjustment.
