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[bookmark: _GoBack]ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION CHECKLIST:  HEARING IMPAIRMENT (HI)
	DEFINITION:  Hearing Impairment (HI) means an impairment in hearing, whether permanent or fluctuating, that adversely affects a child’s educational performance. Deafness means a hearing impairment that is so severe that the child is impaired in processing linguistic information through hearing with or without amplification that adversely affects a child’s educational performance.

	The Multidisciplinary Evaluation Team (MET) has determined

	
	Y		N
	1. The determinant factor for the child’s performance is due to a lack of appropriate instruction in reading or math, including the essential components of reading instruction as defined in section 1208(3) of ESEA;

	
	Y		N
	1. The determinant factor for the child’s performance is due to limited English proficiency or social or cultural differences;

	
	Y		N
	1. The preponderance of the evidence supports the need for special education and related services with any inconsistencies explained;

	
	Y		N
	1. The child’s evaluation is sufficiently comprehensive, based on the information available, to identify all of the child’s educational needs, regardless of whether those needs are typically linked to the disability category;

	
	Y		N
	1. The preponderance of the evidence supports the presence of a disability with any inconsistencies documented and explained.

	The child is not eligible for special education at this time if the MET answers “yes” to 1 or 2 or “no” to 3, 4 or 5.

	REQUIRED CRITERIA: The child demonstrates: 
	SUPPORTING EVIDENCEA

		Y		N
	Deaf (severe impairments in processing linguistic information through hearing with or without amplification) 
	



		Y		N
	  - OR -  
Hearing impairment (permanent or fluctuating hearing impairment)
	



	
	Y		N
	Adverse impact on educational performance
	



	The child must have one (1) type of hearing impairment AND an adverse educational impact to be eligible for this category.


A The supporting evidence must contain an audiometric evaluation conducted by an audiologist (MDE license in audiology, MSDH license, ASHA-CCC, or AAA certification) or physician with expertise in audiological exams using appropriate audiological equipment explaining each of the following: (a) type of loss, (b) age of onset (if known), (c) severity of loss, (d) speech reception or speech awareness thresholds (if obtainable), (e) speech discrimination scores (if applicable), (f) recommendations regarding amplification, and (g) other recommended interventions, if any, including the need for assistive technology; a description of a follow-up examination and results, including how the conditions noted during the examination might interfere with educational testing and performance and recommendations for accommodations, modifications, and educational programming; acoustic immitance measures; an audiogram and/or measures of auditory evoked potential, such as Auditory Brainstem Response (ABR), Auditory Steady State Response (ASSR), and Otoacoustic Emissions (OAE) that would define the hearing loss; a description of how the hearing loss impacts educational performance; and communication abilities and needs including the need for assisted communication.
