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[bookmark: _GoBack]ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION CHECKLIST:  VISUALLY IMPAIRED (VI)
	DEFINITION:  Visual Impairment (VI) including blindness means an impairment in vision that, even with correction, adversely affects a child’s educational performance. The term includes both partial sight and blindness.

	The Multidisciplinary Evaluation Team (MET) has determined

	
	Y		N
	1. The determinant factor for the child’s performance is due to a lack of appropriate instruction in reading or math, including the essential components of reading instruction as defined in section 1208(3) of ESEA;

	
	Y		N
	1. The determinant factor for the child’s performance is due to limited English proficiency or social or cultural differences;

	
	Y		N
	1. The preponderance of the evidence supports the need for special education and related services with any inconsistencies explained;

	
	Y		N
	1. The child’s evaluation is sufficiently comprehensive, based on the information available, to identify all of the child’s educational needs, regardless of whether those needs are typically linked to the disability category;

	
	Y		N
	1. The preponderance of the evidence supports the presence of a disability with any inconsistencies documented and explained.

	The child is not eligible for special education at this time if the MET answers “yes” to 1 or 2 or “no” to 3, 4 or 5.

	REQUIRED CRITERIA: The child demonstrates: 
	SUPPORTING EVIDENCEA

		Y		N
	Blind (little or no vision)
	


		Y		N
	  - OR -  
Partially sighted (significant vision loss) 
	


		Y		N
	  - OR -  
Legally blind (visual acuity of ≤20/200 in better eye after correction or contracted peripheral field of <20o) 
	


		Y		N
	  - OR -  
Other severe visual problems
	


	
	Y		N
	Adverse impact  on educational performance
	



	The child must have one (1) type of vision impairment AND an adverse educational impact to be eligible for this category.


A The supporting evidence must contain a statement from an opthalmologist or optometrist supporting eligibility that includes descriptions of visual acuity, diagnosed visual problems, a statement of how the child’s visual problems affect educational performance and recommendations for educational programming.
