Perry County School District- Office of Special Education



ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION CHECKLIST:  SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITY (SLD)
	DEFINITION:  Specific Learning Disability (SLD) means a disorder in one or more of the basic psychological processes involved in understanding or in using language, spoken or written, that may manifest itself in the imperfect ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell or to do mathematical calculations, including conditions such as perceptual disabilities, brain injury, minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia, and developmental aphasia. Specific Learning Disability does not include learning problems that are primarily the result of visual, hearing, or motor disabilities, of intellectual disability, of emotional disability or of environmental, cultural differences, or economic disadvantage.

	The Multidisciplinary Evaluation Team (MET) has determined

	
	Y		N
	1. The determinant factor for the child’s performance is due to a lack of appropriate instruction in reading or math, including the essential components of reading instruction as defined in section 1208(3) of ESEA;

	
	Y		N
	1. The determinant factor for the child’s performance is due to limited English proficiency or social or cultural differences;

	
	Y		N
	1. The preponderance of the evidence supports the need for special education and related services with any inconsistencies explained;

	
	Y		N
	1. The child’s evaluation is sufficiently comprehensive, based on the information available, to identify all of the child’s educational needs, regardless of whether those needs are typically linked to the disability category;

	
	Y		N
	1. The preponderance of the evidence supports the presence of a disability with any inconsistencies documented and explained.

	The child is not eligible for special education at this time if the MET answers “yes” to 1 or 2 or “no” to 3, 4 or 5.

	BASIS: This decision is based on one (1) or more of the following (documentation of the procedures used for must be included):

	
	Y		N
	Child’s response to scientific, research-based interventions (RtI) 

	
	Y		N
	A severe discrepancyA between intellectual ability and achievement 

	
	Y		N
	Alternative research-based procedures

	OBSERVATION: An observation was conducted: 

	BLocation of observation:
	BDate of observation:

	
	Y		N
	Behaviors that interfere with learning noted during observation
(If yes, attach statement about the relationship of behavior to the child’s academic functioning.)

	REQUIRED CRITERIA: The child demonstrates for one (1) or more of the areas indicated below:
	SUPPORTING EVIDENCEC

	
	Y		N

	Y		N
	Inadequate achievement for age
  - OR -  
Failure to meet State-approved, grade-level standards
	



	
	Y		N



	Y		N
	Pattern of strengths and weaknesses in performance, achievement, or both relative to age, expectations, or intellectual development
  - OR -  
Lack of response to scientifically-based instruction
	



	
	Y		N
	Adverse impact on educational performance
	



	AREA(S) OF SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITY 

	  Listening Comprehension	  Basic Reading Skill	  Mathematics Calculation
  Oral Expression	  Reading Fluency Skills	  Mathematics Problem Solving
  Written Expression	  Reading Comprehension	

	The child must meet all required criteria AND have one (1) or more area(s) indicated to be eligible for this category. See Exclusions.

	EXCLUSIONS: The child’s performance is primarily due to: 
	SUPPORTING EVIDENCEC

	
	Y		N
	Visual Impairment (VI)
	


	
	Y		N
	Hearing Impairment (HI)
	


	
	Y		N
	Motor Disabilities
	


	
	Y		N
	Intellectual Disability (ID)
	


	
	Y		N
	Emotional Disability (EmD)
	


	
	Y		N
	Environmental or economic disadvantage
	


	The child cannot be considered eligible for this category if the MET answers “yes” to any exclusion items.


[bookmark: _GoBack]A Severe discrepancy is defined as 1.5 standard deviations below the measure of intellectual ability.
B The supporting evidence must include an observation conducted in the child’s learning environment (including the general education classroom setting) documenting academic performance and behavior in the areas of difficulty in routine classroom instruction and monitoring of the child’s performance done before the child was referred for an evaluation OR in the general education classroom after the child was referred for an evaluation and parental consent is obtained OR in an appropriate environment for a child for children less than school age or out of school.
C The supporting evidence must include a description of educationally relevant medical findings, if any; documentation of the provision of learning experiences and instruction appropriate for the child’s age or State-approved grade-level standards in any area indicated; and, when using the child’s response to scientific, research-based intervention as the basis, a description of  instructional strategies used and student-centered data collected and documentation of provision to parents information about MDE’s policies regarding the amount and nature of student performance data that would be collected and the general education services that would be provided, strategies for increasing the child’s rate of learning, and their right to request a comprehensive evaluation.
