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	DEFINITION:  Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) means an acquired injury to the brain caused by an external physical force, resulting in total or partial functional disability or psychosocial impairment, or both, that adversely affects a child’s educational performance. The term applies to open or closed head injuries resulting in impairments in one (1) or more areas, such as cognition; language; memory; attention; reasoning; abstract thinking; judgment; problem-solving; sensory, perceptual and motor abilities; psychosocial behavior; physical functions; information processing; and/or speech. The term does not apply to brain injuries that are congenital or degenerative or to brain injuries induced by birth trauma.

	The Multidisciplinary Evaluation Team (MET) has determined

	
	Y		N
	1. The determinant factor for the child’s performance is due to a lack of appropriate instruction in reading or math, including the essential components of reading instruction as defined in section 1208(3) of ESEA;

	
	Y		N
	1. The determinant factor for the child’s performance is due to limited English proficiency or social or cultural differences;

	
	Y		N
	1. The preponderance of the evidence supports the need for special education and related services with any inconsistencies explained;

	
	Y		N
	1. The child’s evaluation is sufficiently comprehensive, based on the information available, to identify all of the child’s educational needs, regardless of whether those needs are typically linked to the disability category;

	
	Y		N
	1. The preponderance of the evidence supports the presence of a disability with any inconsistencies documented and explained.

	The child is not eligible for special education at this time if the MET answers “yes” to 1 or 2 or “no” to 3, 4 or 5.

	REQUIRED CRITERIA: The child demonstrates: 
	SUPPORTING EVIDENCEA

	
	Y		N
	An acquired brain injury caused by external physical force 
	


	
	Y		N
	Physical impairments
	


	
	Y		N
	Attention, sensory-perception, or sensory-motor impairments
	


	
	Y		N
	Cognitive impairments 
(i.e., memory, reasoning, abstract thinking, judgment, information processing, or problem-solving)
	


	
	Y		N
	Language or speech impairments
	


	
	Y		N
	Psychosocial impairments
	


	
	Y		N
	Adverse impact on educational performance
	


	The child must meet all required criteria AND have one (1) or more impairment(s) to be eligible for this category.

	EXCLUSIONS: The child’s performance is primarily affected by a brain injury due to: 
	SUPPORTING EVIDENCE

	
	Y		N
	Congenital or degenerative causes
	


	
	Y		N
	Birth trauma
	


	The child cannot be considered eligible for this category if the MET answers “yes” to any exclusion items.


A The supporting evidence must contain (a) information about impairments collected from a variety of sources (e.g., existing records, interviews, observations, and tests with the child, teachers, and parents and/or caregivers) who are familiar with the child’s educational differences in functioning prior to and following the injury, (b) a description of the acquired brain injury and the cause of the injury, and (c) a statement from a physician, rehabilitation service provider, or healthcare provider describing any precautions, limitations, and/or recommendations.
