June 28th, 2026 - Issue #326 – 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time

RETIRED DIOCESAN PRIEST COLLECTION WAS $849. THANK YOU!!!!

The San Damiano Cross above the Christ of the Desert Altar
Cindy recently forwarded, to me, the following explanation of the Cross that is above our altar which we look at each Sunday.
The San Damiano Cross is the large Romanesque cross that St Francis of Assisi was praying before when he received the commission from God to rebuild the Church. This type of cross is sometimes called an “icon cross” because besides the main figure it contains images of other saints and people related to the incident of Christ's crucifixion. The purpose of an icon cross was to teach the meaning of the event depicted and thereby strengthen the faith of the people.
Jesus Christ is represented both as wounded and strong. He stands upright and resolute. His halo already includes the pictures of the glorified cross. 
The bright white of the Lord's body contrasts with the dark red and black around it and, therefore, accentuates the prominence of Jesus. He projects the life of divine nature in a body pierced by nails in the hands and feet, by the crown of thorns on his head, and by the soldier's lance in his side. This representation contrasts with the regal Christ portrayed on the cross in earlier centuries and the suffering, dying, crucified Christ depicted generally by the Church since the beginning of the 14th century. Christ is represented in full stature while all others are smaller. Above the head of Christ is the inscription in Latin: Jesus of Nazareth King of the Jews.

The next largest figures are the five witnesses of the crucifixion and witnesses of Jesus as Lord. On the left side are the Virgin Mary and St. John the Evangelist, to whom Jesus entrusted his mother. On the right side are Mary Magdalene, Mary, Mother of James and the centurion who in Matthew's Gospel account asks Christ to heal his son, who is also depicted on the cross on the shoulder of the centurion (Matthew 8:5-13). Both Mary and Mary Magdalene have their hands placed on their cheeks to reflect extreme grief and anguish. The first four witnesses are saints [image: ]who gave their lives for the Lord and are therefore represented with halos of sanctity. The names of the five major witnesses are written beneath their pictures.
Six angels are represented as marveling over the event of the crucifixion. They are positioned at both ends of the crossbar. Their hand gestures indicate they are discussing this wondrous event of the death and calling us to marvel with them.[image: ]
On the top of the cross, one sees Jesus now fully clothed in his regal garments and carrying the cross as a triumphant scepter. He is climbing out of the tomb and into the heavenly courts. Ten angels are crowded around, five of whom have their hands extended in a welcoming gesture to Jesus, who himself has his hand raised in the form of a greeting.
At the very top of the cross is the Hand of God with two fingers extended. This is to be understood as the blessing of God the Father on the sacrifice of his Son.

DDF REMINDER:
You can always donate at any time during the year. Each Sunday will have a collection basket available after Mass. You can also send us your donation at any time. Thanks for your support.
Our mailing address is “Christ of the Desert”: 43775 Deep Canyon Rd.  Palm Desert, CA  92260

PAVER ORDER FORMS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE BACK OF THE CHAPEL.
REMEMBRANCE WALK:
Orders received after June 15th will not be installed until late September.
Several parishioners have asked me about ordering pavers honoring Father Connole. We have created a special section for your Remembrance Pavers. Father Coonole’s memorial pavers have been installed.
Forms are available from the Parish Office or back of the church. Each Paver is $100.
The “REMEMBRANCE WALK” IS LOCATED IS LOCATED TO THE RIGHT OF THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE CHAPEL.  If you are not sure what you want to say on the paver, let me assist you!!
No Ladies Guild luncheons until September. 
Special thanks to all that make this monthly gathering happen.
June Upcoming Events:
1. June 4TH is the monthly (Thursday) FIND Food Supplemental Food Distribution Program at 9:30AM.
1. June 7th is Corpus Christi Sunday.
1. June 10th is Bingo at Sacred Heart. 6PM to 9PM in the Salta Center.
1. June 13th is the K of C Monthly Drive - CRV recycling program at SHC. 7:30 to 11:30.
1. June 21st is Father’s Day.
July Upcoming Events:
1. July 2nd is the monthly (Thursday) FIND Food Community Food Distribution Program at 9:30AM.
1. July 4th (Saturday) is Independence Day.
1. July 8th NO Bingo night at Sacred Heart. 
7. August 12th is Bingo night at Sacred Heart 6 to 9 PM in the Salta Center.
7. September 9th is Bingo night at Sacred Heart 6 to 9 PM in the Salta Center.
1. July 11th is the K of C Monthly Drive/Thru recycling program. 7:30 to 11:30.
GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE – Father John Muir
June 28, 2026 - 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Matthew 10:37-42
I still remember the first homily I ever preached as a new deacon. It was at the seminary, and the Gospel was this one: “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me.” (Matthew 10:37-38) Standing before more than 200 classmates and professors, I stumbled awkwardly through my words and realized how strange — almost insane — this teaching sounded. If anyone else said it, we would call it narcissistic or cultish. 
And that is the point. I felt the weight of those words in my own heart then, as I still do today. Am I willing to live as though Christ’s claim on my love is absolute? Are you? 
Over the years, I’ve learned that the more I do, the more everything else makes sense. Family, friendships, vocation, even my very self: all of it falls into place when my love for Jesus comes first. 
That is why he dares to speak this way. Our Lord is not a cult leader hungry for control. He is the Son of God, the source of life and love itself. To put him before everything else is not to lose, but to find…everything, and everyone, in him. 
This week, name one thing or one person you are tempted to place before the Lord. Then consciously offer it back to him in prayer. — Father John Muir
FINANCIAL SECTION:
JULY HAS 4 SUNDAYS FOR THOSE THAT GIVE MONTHLY.
Please make all checks payable to “Christ of the Desert” not Sacred Heart. 
Total monies collected to date: $213,464 or 129.3% of annual budget. Collection on Sunday June 21ST was $4,030.

*Monies collected each week reflect the Friday & Sunday Mass plus rental income from offices in the Courtyard, Weddings & Funerals.
This information is important for our community to understand where we are financially throughout the year.
·        Our Monthly expenses are budgeted at $13,750 per month or $41,250 per quarter. $165,000 annually.
Thanks for your continued generosity.
See instructions at end of Bulletin for ways to continue giving via your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service.     
SUPPORT OUR PARISHIONERS IN THE SMALL BUSINESSES SECTION BELOW:
 If anyone wants to advertise their business in our Bulletin, send me your information.
Call Crys Mueller at 760 989 8732 if you are thinking about selling your house or condo?  I have been with BD Homes for the past 18 years.
John Maldonado is a Mortgage Loan Originator with First West Financial, Corp & a member of Christ of the Desert congregation.  
"Your Home Loan Made Simple" If you need assistance with any type of loan, I am here to help. For every loan that closes, I will make a donation to Christ of the Desert.
Contact: John A. Maldonado at jam@firstwestfinancial.com or call 760 636-8266. Mortgage Loan Originator, NMLS #1995783,WWW.firstwestfinancial.com
 JoAnne Thompson is a Notary Public, and a Notary Signing Agent, which means I can assist with Real Estate transactions. My business is Impress Mobile Notary. My number is 760-799-7858 or email me at impmobilenotary@aol.com. Please call me for all your Notary needs. 
 Enedina Sutton, a Distributor of Nature Sunshine Products and a long-time parishioner. Has Herbal Supplements, all kinds of Vitamins, ointments, essential Oils, disinfectant products and much more. I do the business from home. I can be reached at 760-345-3754. I live in Sun City Palm Desert community.
CARPET EMPIRE FLOORING DESIGN CENTER: Call Mike Tomlinson at 760-485 2058 (direct) or the Store at 760-324-9797 Ext. 107 for all your flooring needs. You walk on Carpet Empire’s carpet each time you enter the Chapel.
SUNTECH CONSULTING & ROOFING, INC: Call Bill Fitzgerald at 760 275 4749 for all your roofing needs. SUNTECH provides roofing protection for Christ of the Desert.

THE POPE’S INTENTION FOR JUNE:: For the values of sports.
Let us pray that sports be an instrument of peace, encounter, and dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they promote values such as respect, solidarity, and personal growth.
THE POPE’S INTENTION FOR JULY: For respect for human life.
Let us pray for the respect and protection of human life in all its stages, recognizing it as a gift from God.

 
The Christ of the Desert “Bulletin” now appears on www.sacredheartpalmdesert.com website. Open the site and click on “church”, look down on the bottom left for Christ of the Desert. Open this site for the “bulletin” and other information about our community.
 CELEBRATION SECTION:
There will be an information providing sheet on the table near the Chapel exit/entrance area.
You can always email the information to me as well. 
You can sign up for any month NOW. I will keep a record of your special month and enter it when that month arrives.
WHO HAS A DATE IN JULY & YOU WANT ME TO ADD TO THE NOTICES BELOW?
DISCLAIMER: If information below is incorrect, please let me know and I will correct the error.
2026
JUNE BIRTHDAY SECTION:
Steve Lester has a birthday on June 1st.
Maureen Caron has a birthday on June 4th.
Crys Mueller has a birthday June 6th.
Jan McCoy has a birthday on June 6th.
John Kurnik has a birthday on June 9th.
Marlene Evans has a birthday June 9th.
Sharon Curran has a birthday on June 16th.
Lois Hickey has a birthday on June 17th.
Pamela Lieb has a birthday on June 20th.
Paulette Quaid has a birthday on June 23rd
Tom Lieb has a birthday on June 28th.
Jan Seiden has a birthday on June 28th.
JUNE BIRTHDAYS IN HEAVEN:
Marie Hopkins – June 3rd - Mother of Roseanne Brauntz.
John Olsen – June 2nd – Husband of Linda Olsen.
JUNE HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY SECTION:
Carol & Chris Anderson – June 6th.
Frank & Wanda Rizzo – June 16th.
Howard & Sandra Lincoln – June 16th.
Mary Ann and Frank Xavier - June 17th . Celebrating 65 years of marriage. 
JUNE REMEMBERING WEDDING ANNIVERSARY SECTION:
Arnold & Jackie Capitanelli – June 30th Parents of the Capitanelli children.
JUNE REMEMBRANCE SECTION: “May their souls rest in peace”, Amen
John Evans, husband of Carol Lee, passed away on June 4th, 2023.
Please provide Month, Date & Year & Relationship to family member being remembered.
2026
JULY BIRTHDAY SECTION:
Bob Becker has a birthday on July 2nd.
Peg Zannotti has a birthday on July 3rd.
Carl Hickey has a birthday on July 5th.He will be 89 years old.
Jude Jackson has a birthday on July 8th.
Kathy Ryan has a birthday on July 22nd.
Carrie Clay has a birthday on July 24th.
MaryAnn Riley has a birthday on July 27th,
JULY BIRTHDAYS IN HEAVEN:
Michael Brauntz, husband of Rosanne, birthday in heaven is July 12th.
Elise Junga, Mother of Lee Junga, birthday in heaven is July 17th.
Arnold Capitanelli’s birthday in heaven is July 28th.
JULY HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY SECTION:
Lou & Karen Latragna – July 19th.
JULY REMEMBERING WEDDING ANNIVERSAY SECTION:
Larry & Mary Kunstler on July 10th.
John & Carol Evans on July 29th.
JULY REMEMBRANCE SECTION: “May their souls rest in peace”, Amen
Michael Brauntz/ husband of Rosanne passed away on July 6th, 2018.
Nathaniel Joseph Palomino, nephew of Jesse Schumaker, passed away on July 11th, 2023.
Fred Ray, husband of Chris Ray, passed away on July 16th, 2017. 
Chris Ray, son of the Chris Ray, passed away on July 30th, 2015.
Please provide Month, Date & Year & Relationship to family member being remembered.
 Christ of the Desert office hours: 760-346-0089
Office hours are from 9:30 to 1:30 Monday- Friday. Please call first to be sure Cindy is available. When Cindy is in the office, the office door is locked. Please ring the doorbell “to get her attention”.
ON GOING MESSAGE SECTION:
Please continue to consider supporting our community with the following options:
Mail your weekly or monthly offering to Christ of the Desert. All our regular mail goes to Sacred Heart so you would need to use that address. Make checks payable to Christ of the Desert.
CHRIST OF THE DESERT c/o.
SACRED HEART CHURCH 43-775 DEEP CANYON ROAD, PALM DESERT, CA 92260.
Or, go to your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service. You can set up an automatic payment directly from there. If you have any trouble doing this or don’t have a computer, just call your bank and they can help you.
Please make sure that you tell the bank to make the check payable to Christ of the Desert but send the check to Sacred Heart’s address: 43775 Deep Canyon Rd.  Palm Desert, CA  92260


Jay Mueller

Stay Healthy! Do good work! Keep in touch!!!!

SHC & COD Finance Council Member
SHC & COD Parish Council Member
COD Remembrance Walk Coordinator
SHC Remembrance Square Coordinator
SHC East Valley Outreach Program Coordinator
CELL NUMBER: 760-777-3745
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