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Calhoun County School District
Pre-Kindergarten Parent Handbook

2025-2026

Welcome to the Pre-K program at Calhoun County School District! We are very excited
to be teaching your child this year, and we hope you find this handbook useful during
the year. If you have a question about something that is not covered in this handbook,
do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher.

Philosophy and Goals

The early childhood years are a critical time for each child’s development. The learning
that takes place during the early childhood years serves as the foundation for all later
academic, social, emotional, physical, and motor development. All children are capable
of learning and meeting meaningful developmental milestones. Therefore, all pre-
kindergarten teachers at Calhoun County School District use The Mississippi Early
Learning Guidelines and Standards, which are proposed to assist all early childhood
educators in their efforts to nurture the development of young children in Mississippi.
This material can be viewed on the Mississippi Department of Education website at the
following address: http://www.mdeki2.org

The goals for the education of young children at Calhoun County School District are:
e All children will improve their self-concept.
e All children will increase their intellectual growth.
e All children will enlarge their understanding of the world, people, experiences,
and ideas.
e All children will increase their competencies and skills in oral language, literacy,
writing, listening, and thinking.
e All children will increase their competencies and skills in mathematical reasoning
and scientific exploration.
e All children will increase their skills in physical coordination and gross and fine
motor skills.
e All children will increase their competence in dealing with emotional feelings and
social situations.
All children will increase their self-direction and independence.
All children will develop cooperative, trusting relationships.
All children will develop their natural curiosity and creative potential.
All children will develop a love of learning.


http://www.mdek12.org/

CALHOUN COUNTY SCHOOLS
ACADEMIC CALENDAR FOR 2024-2025

JUIY A =5 Independence Day Holidays
JUIY 3L — AUG. 5ttt Professional Days
AUG. Lo Open House 4:00 — 6:00
N o R TS First Day for Students
ST o) SRS Labor Day Holiday
OCL 14 & 15, i Fall Break for Teachers
OCE 14 — 16 ..ot Fall Break for Students
L o R S Professional Day
NOV. 25-29 ... Thanksgiving Holidays
DIBC. 20 ittt 60% Day
DEC. 23 —JaN 3 ..ot Christmas Holidays
JAN. B Professional Day
JAN. T First Day of Second Semester
JAN. 20 Martin Luther King Holiday
=] o T OSSP Professional Day
M. 10 — 14 .o Spring Holidays
APE L8 — APE. 21 e e s Easter Holiday
MY 22ttt e e Graduation — CCHS 7:00
MAY 23 .. Graduation — BHS 7:00
MAY 24 ... Graduation — VHS 7:00
MY 231 Last Day for Students (60% day)
MAY 23 ... Last Day for Teachers (All Day)
MY 26 = 27 .. bbb e Memorial Day

Note: If days are missed due to inclement weather the make-up days will be February 17*, April 18*, and May 28"



Parent Participation

Your participation in your child’s school experience is necessary for him/her to
reach his/her fullest potential. The communication between school and home is
very important. This can be accomplished through emails, phone calls, or parent
conferences. Remember to always check in at the main office and obtain a
visitor’s pass before going to your child’s classroom. Please be sure to keep all
phone numbers current so we can reach you in case of an emergency.

Arrivals, Dismissals, and Tardiness

Absences are sent to the office by 8:00 each morning. Any child who arrives after
that time should be signed in through the office prior to coming to class. Calhoun
County School District understands that there may be instances occasionally
when it is not possible to be here on time. However, having your child here on
time allows him/her to have a smooth, relaxed start to the school day. Regular
attendance without tardiness is vital to a successful school experience. When a
student is absent, the parent/guardian must submit a written excuse the day the
student returns to school.

Our school has a designated car rider line with a designated drop off spot for
students. Please follow the flow of the line and refrain from blocking traffic. We
ask that you drop your child off at the designated spot and allow him/her to walk
to the room by him/herself. This encourages independence and helps to start the
day calmly for your child. There are teachers on duty along the sidewalk and in
the hallway to monitor children as they enter their classrooms. Under no
circumstances should a child ever be dropped off before 7:30 a.m.

The 12 day Pre-Kindergarten program dismisses at 12:00 each day. The full-day
Pre-Kindergarten program dismisses at 2:45 each day. It is the parent’s
responsibility to transport their child back and forth to school. All transportation
changes must be received in writing.



Daily Folders

e Please check your child’s folder every day for important information and
return the folder the next day. If you send a note by your child, please make
sure it is in the pocket of the folder securely.

e Ifyou are sending money to school, please place it in an envelope with your
child’s name on it, the amount, and what the money is for. If you are
ordering something through a fundraiser at school, please place the order
form in the envelope with the money. Place the envelope securely into the
pocket of your child’s folder.

e Be sure to sign the behavior sheet each night. It is important to go over
your child’s behavior for the day with your child. Help your child plan ways
to have better behavior. Talk about making good choices and reinforce the
school rules.

e Please make checking the folder and behavior sheet a part of your daily
routine. Remove any papers, and return any forms to school.

Behavior

It is the belief of Calhoun County School District that a well-disciplined class is
essential for teaching and learning to take place. In pre-kindergarten, there is a
behavior chart that will be used every day. Hitting and/or fighting will not be
permitted. If a child cannot be paddled, the parent will be called to pick the child
up. Name-calling and making fun of others will also not be permitted and will be
handled based on the severity as determined by the teacher.

Breakfast and Lunch

Pre-kindergarten students eat breakfast and lunch each day in the cafeteria. Free
and reduced price meal applications are available for every student. An
application will be given to every student on the first day of school. Menus will be
sent home monthly in your child’s folder. You may elect to send your child’s
meals to school, but it will need to be ready to eat (no heating/cooking required).
A student cannot bring any meals into the cafeteria in packaging from outside
vendors. 6



Restroom Procedures

All students must be able to use the restroom independently without any help
from an adult. We understand that accidents do happen at this age, but it should
not be a regular occurrence. During the school day, the children have the
opportunity to go to the restroom as needed. If your child has a condition that
has been diagnosed by a doctor and needs to go more often, please let your child’s
teacher know. If a child has an accident at school, they will be allowed to change
into the extra set of clothes they have brought. If your child has to change into
their extra set of clothes, please be sure to send another set the following day. If
no extra set of clothes is provided or available, a parent will be notified to pick up
the child. Remember to change the extra clothes to fit the season and weather we
are having at the time. Please make sure your child’s clothes fit them properly so
that they can get them up and down easily. Please do not send your child to
school wearing a belt—these sometimes give students trouble and can lead to the
student having an accident.

Recess Time

The children will go outside everyday unless it is raining or extremely hot or cold.
Please keep this in mind when dressing your child.

Dress Code

Please send your child to school in comfortable clothing each day. Please be
aware of any snaps, buttons, and/or zippers on your child’s clothing and ensure
that they can fasten and unfasten them independently. Be sure to put your child’s
name in coats, hats, sweaters, or anything that he/she may take off. Furthermore,
please be aware of the Calhoun County School District Dress Code Policy found in
the 2025-2026 CCSD Student-Parent Handbook.

Assessments
In pre-kindergarten, assessments will be done each 9 weeks to measure student’s

progress. If at any time you would like to discuss your child’s progress, please call
the school office and schedule a time to meet with your child’s teacher.



Performance Standards for Early Childhood

Performance standards with respect to services required to be provided,
including health, parental involvement, nutritional, and social services, transition

activities ;

(1) language knowledge and skills, including oral language and listening
comprehension;

(2) literacy knowledge and skills, including phonological awareness, print
awareness and skills, and alphabetic knowledge;

(3) mathematics knowledge and skills;

(4) science knowledge and skills;

(5)  cognitive abilities related to academic achievement and child development;

(6) approaches tolearning related to child development and early learning;

(7)  social and emotional development related to early learning, school success,
and social problem solving;

(8) abilities in creative arts;

(9) physical development; and

(10) in the case of limited English proficient children, progress toward

acquisition of the English language while making meaningful progress in
attaining the knowledge, skills, abilities, and development described in
clauses (i) through (ix), including progress made through the use of
culturally and linguistically appropriate instructional services;



Skills to Work on Throughout the Year

e Read and talk with your child on a daily basis. Ask them specific questions
about their day.

e Friendly, mannerly, social skills

Recognizing letters and numbers

Buttons, snaps, belts, and zippers

Writing their name independently, holding a pencil correctly

Being able to state their full name, birthday, address, and phone number

Knowing the names of immediate family members

Tying shoes

Counting and sorting objects at home

Measuring, pouring, stirring, etc. while cooking with an adult

Scissor skills

Toys

Children are asked NOT to bring toys from home. They are very distracting and
many are not made for large group use. Teachers and assistants cannot be
responsible for broken toys or hurt feelings caused by them.

Medications and/or Allergies

Please inform your child’s teacher and the school nurse if your child takes
medication on a regular basis or if he/she has any type of allergies. Please be
aware of Calhoun County School District’s Administration of Medication
guidelines found in the 2025-2026 CCSD Student-Parent Handbook. If
your child has food allergies, we must have a doctor’s note on file with the school
nurse as well as the cafeteria.

Sickness

Please be aware that if your child is sent home due to an illness, in some instances,
a written release from the child’s doctor will be required to return to school.



Head Lice

The school nurse will conduct head lice screenings during the school year. Please
be aware of Calhoun County School District’s Head Lice policy found in the
2025-2026 CCSD Student-Parent Handbook.

Speech/Language Screening

During the first semester of school, the school’s Speech Language Therapist will
conduct an articulation and language screener to all students in pre-
kindergarten. If recommendations are made for your child to be assessed further,
you will be notified and will be a critical part of the entire process. If you have
concerns regarding your child’s speech or language skills, please contact your
child’s teacher or the school’s speech therapist.

Parental Involvement

The school district shall be in compliance with Title I regulations requiring
parental involvement in the school system’s planning and implementation of the
Title I compensatory education programs which affect children enrolled in the
school district.

Such parental involvement shall include, but is not limited to, conferences
between parents and teachers and assisting parents in home training and direct
work with their children. A public meeting of the parents involved in Title I shall
be held annually and shall meet federal regulations affecting parent participation.
In addition, the school shall provide proper information to parents concerning
their children and shall keep these parents adequately informed of their child’s
progress, needs, and individual objectives.

District Parent Involvement Policy

It is the policy of Calhoun County School District to use all appropriate means of
keeping parents and community members informed about school events and
programs. The district seeks to understand parental/community attitudes and
aspirations. Some of the ways in which the Board of Education tries to inform the
public include making its meetings and records open to the public except as
provided by law where such meetings pertain to individual personnel and other
classified matters. Public announcements provide opportunities for input to the
five-year plan, the school district’s budget, Federal Programs, and others. An
annual meeting for the review and planning for Federal Programs is also publicly
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announced. School wide Title I projects are planned in cooperation with parents
and each school develops its own involvement policy. The following components
make up Calhoun County’s District Parental Involvement Policy:

e convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which all parents of
participating children shall be invited and encouraged to attend, to inform
and explain to parents the school’s participation in Title activities, its
requirements, and their right to be involved; furthermore, annual meeting
shall give parents the opportunity to plan, review, and voice ideas of
improvement of the schools’ and district’s Parental Involvement Policy;

¢ offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or
evening, and may provide, with funds provided under this part,
transportation, child care, or home visits, as such services relate to
parental involvement;

e involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning,
review, and improvement of programs under this part, including the
school parental involvement policy and joint development of the school-
wide program plan; and,

e provide parents of participating children (a) timely information about
programs under this part; (b) school performance profiles and their child’s
individual student assessment results, including an interpretation of such
results; (c) a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the
school, the forms of assessment used to measure student progress, and
proficiency levels students are expected to meet; (d) opportunities for
regular meetings to formulate suggestions, relating to the education of
their children if such parents so desire; and (e) timely responses to
parents’ suggestions; and if the school-wide program plan is not
satisfactory to the parents of participating children, submit any parent
comments on the plan when the school makes the plan available to the
local education agency;

e each school served under this part shall jointly develop with parents for all
children served under this part a school-parent compact that outlines how
parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility
for improved student achievement and the means by which the school and
parents will build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the
State’s high standards;

e each school served under this part will support parents with materials and
training on how to monitor a child’s progress and work with educators to
improve the performance of their children as well as information on how
parents can participate in decisions relating to the education of their
children. The district will educate teachers, pupil services personnel,
principals and other staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value and
utility of contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to,
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communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, implement
and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between home and school;
e when appropriate, the school shall coordinate and integrate parental
involvement programs and activities with Head Start, public preschool
programs and other programs, and to the extent feasible and appropriate
activities.
Available communications media are used to further inform the public of the
programs, problems, planning, and activities of the school district. Alternate
means of communication are provided, if needed, for parents for whom English is
a second language. A grievance procedure has been established for public
complaints. Written complaints are kept on file in the district office. Parents
review the Parent Involvement Policy each year and suggest changes or revisions.
However, you may contact Emily Snellings in the district office (662.412.3152) at
any time to suggest changes or revisions. Parents are welcome and are
encouraged to volunteer. Contact the principal to find out how you can help.

HOMELESS STUDENTS

Under the requirements of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act,
Calhoun County School District will work to ensure that homeless children have a
full opportunity to enroll in our preschool programs. Please contact the district’s
Homeless Liaison, Emily Snellings, for further information.

ENGLISH LEARNERS (EL)

The mission of the Calhoun County School District (CCSD) is to meet the needs of
all students by providing challenging learning experiences in a collaborative,
concerned community committed to producing life-long learners. In compliance
with ESSA, the CCSD has established a plan that addresses not only the English
proficiency and academic education of the EL students but also, the emotional,
physical, psychological, and cultural aspects of a student’s adjustment in a new
culture. Students identified as EL as defined by the law shall receive English
Language tutoring services. Students cannot be identified as EL until
Kindergarten. If identified as EL, service for students is determined individually
based on the Home Language Survey, completed at the time of student
enrollment and the research-based English Language Proficiency Test, as
mandated by the Mississippi Department of Education. For more information,
call Emily Snellings at (662) 412-3152.
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COORDINATION WITH EARLY CHILDHOOD PROVIDERS

Calhoun County School District will work to increase coordination with Calhoun
County’s early childhood providers. Coordination activities may include:
developing and implementing sharing procedures (with parental consent),
establishing channels of communication between school staff and their
counterparts, conducting meetings between parents and teachers to discuss the
needs of individual students, joint, student transition-related training, of staff
training, and linking educational services provided.
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Important Contact Information
Central Office—(662)412-3152
Dr. Lisa Langford

Superintendent
llangford@calhounki2.com

Emily Snellings
District Early Childhood Coordinator
esnellings@calhounki12.com

Kountess Pierce
Calhoun City Elementary Principal
kpierce@calhounk12.com
662-628-5111

Tonya Tunnell
Bruce Elementary Principal
ttunnell@calhounki2.com

662-983-3373

Lucas Ferguson
Vardaman Attendance Center Principal
lucasferguson@calhounki2.com
662-682-7799 662-682-7574
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