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Veterans High School     Instructor: Brandon Cain 

Course:  American Government    Tutoring Hours: 7:15-7:45 T/Th                              

E-mail address:  brandon.cain@hcbe.net    
 

Text:  Magruder’s American Government  

Original Cost: $94.59– Replacement costs are based on the age and use of the book.  The school 

bookkeeper holds the depreciation costs. (Student is responsible for the cost if the text is lost or 

damaged, including the bar code)  ISBN # 0-03-039427-9 

  

Description:  The government course provides students with a background in the philosophy, 

functions, and structure of the United States government. Students examine the philosophical 

foundations of the United States government and how that philosophy developed. Students also 

examine the structure and function of the United States government and its relationship to states and 

citizens. To find more information regarding the curriculum and the Georgia Performance Standards 

you may refer to the Georgia Department of Education website at http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/  (or 

search  GeorgiaStandards.Org) 

 

Grading Policy:  

Grade weights are listed in the chart below.  Assignments will vary in point value depending on the length, 

breadth, and depth of the topic at hand.  Periodic progress reports will be issued, but students are responsible 

for keeping up with their grades and can track them via Infinite Campus.  Assignments will be returned to 

students after grading is completed.  

 

Major Assessments 

(45%) 

Minor Assessments 

(20%) 

Daily Work (15%) Final Exam (20%) 

● Unit Tests 

● Department 

Exams 

● Major 

Projects 

● Essays 

 

● Quizzes 

● Mini-Qs 

● DBQs 

● Mini-Projects 

● Study Guides 

● Bell Ringers 

● Articles 

● Homework 

● Class Work 

● Notes 

Checks 

● Final Assessment    

● Exam exemptions 

based on HCBE 

policy 

 

 

Supplies 

● 3-ring binder, loose-leaf paper, pens/pencils   

The three ringed binder will serve as the student’s notebook. The notebook will be used to 

contain class notes, assignments, maps, etc. It is the student’s responsibility to maintain an 

organized and accurate notebook.  

● Colored pencils or crayons 

● Highlighter and note cards (optional depending on student study habits and preference) 
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Chromebooks 

All students are issued a district-provided chrome book for instructional purposes, student 

engagement, and student learning. Chrome book use is at the direction and discretion of the classroom 

teacher. 

 
Google Classroom   

● This class will be supplemented with Google Classroom and it will serve as an out of class 

tool that will allow the students to remain in contact with the class and necessary material. It 

is imperative that each and every student join the website.   

● Students will join using their student login information going through the SSO portal at 

HCBE.net They will then need to join this class.   

● Once they have joined the class, they will have access to class PowerPoint’s, guided notes, 

study guides, resources, and other material that will further extend their knowledge and 

understanding of the material.   

● There’s an App for that: Google classroom is accessible online and on any mobile device 

with Internet capabilities, offering a free iPhone and Android app. Notification settings within 

Google Classroom can be set to receive alerts via text or email.  

 

Cyberbullying: As defined by Dictionary.com, “the act of harassing someone online by sending or 

posting mean messages.”  Please keep in mind that Google Classroom is designed to work as an 

extension of the classroom; therefore, anything done on the site through the access of a school course 

group code will be treated the same as if it were said aloud in the classroom. Inappropriate comments 

or use of the site can result in disciplinary action.   

Make-Up Work, Remediation, & Extra Help (Tutoring) 

● Students are responsible for all work, notes, etc. due to absences according to school policy. 

● Work assigned prior to the absence is due the day upon return.  

● NI’s & Instructional absences do NOT negate student responsibility. 
● Students will NOT be given class time to make up a test or quiz if new standards & topics are being 

covered in class. 

● ISS work must be completed & turned in to the ISS teacher correctly and responsibly. 

● Tutoring is before school Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:15-7:45.  If you need to stay after school, 

please ask ahead of time so that I can make arrangements. 

 

Classroom Expectations 

● Be Punctual.  

○ Be ready to go Bell to Bell 

○ Tardy policy = school policy 

● Be Prepared.  

○ Bring necessary supplies: pen, notebook, chromebook etc.   

○ Restroom breaks will be minimal.  

● Be Polite.  

○ Respect others.  

○ Cleanliness.  

○ No food or drink. Just water.  

○ Avoid Distractions. 

● Be Productive. 

○ Always do your best.  

○ Own it.  

○ Invest in yourself and others.  

○ Gain and grow knowledge and skills 
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Georgia Standards of Excellence for American Government/Civics 
 

SSCG1 Compare and contrast various systems of government.   
a. Determine how governments differ in geographic distribution of power, particularly unitary, confederal, and federal types 

of government.  

b. Determine how some forms of government differ in their level of citizen participation particularly authoritarian 

(autocracy and oligarchy) and democratic.  

c. Determine how the role of the executive differs in presidential and parliamentary systems of governments.   

d. Differentiate between a direct democracy, representative democracy, and/or a republic.   

   

SSCG2 Demonstrate knowledge of the political philosophies that shaped the development of United 

States constitutional government.  
a. Analyze key ideas of limited government and the rule of law as seen in the Magna Carta, the Petition of Right, and the 

English Bill of Rights.   

b. Analyze the impact of the writings of Hobbes (Leviathan), Locke (Second Treatise on Government), Rousseau (The 

Social Contract), and Montesquieu (The Spirit of the Laws) on our concept of government. c. Analyze the ways in which the 

philosophies listed in element 2b influenced the Declaration of Independence.   

  

SSCG3 Demonstrate knowledge of the framing and structure of the United States Constitution.  
a. Analyze debates during the drafting of the Constitution, including the Three-Fifths Compromise, the Great Compromise, 

and the Commerce Clause.  

b. Analyze how the Constitution addresses the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation.  

c. Explain the fundamental principles of the United States Constitution, including limited government, the rule of law, 

federalism, separation of powers, checks and balances, and popular sovereignty.   

d. Explain the key ideas in the debate over ratification made by the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists.  

  

SSCG4 Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and powers of the national government.  
a. Describe the structure, powers, and limitations of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches, as described in the 

Constitution.   

b. Analyze the relationship between the three branches in a system of checks and balances and separation of powers.  

  

SSCG5 Demonstrate knowledge of the federal system of government described in the United States 

Constitution.  
a. Explain and analyze the relationship of state governments to the national government.  

b. Define and provide examples of enumerated, implied, concurrent, reserved, and denied powers.  

c. Analyze the ongoing debate that focuses on the balance of power between state and national governments as it relates to 

current issues.  

d. Analyze the Supremacy Clause found in Article VI and the role of the U.S. Constitution as the “supreme law of the land.”  

e. Describe the roles of Congress and the states in the formal process of amending the Constitution.  

  

SSCG6 Analyze the meaning and importance of each of the rights guaranteed under the Bill of Rights 

and how each is secured.  

  

SSCG7 Demonstrate knowledge of civil liberties and civil rights.  
a. Define civil liberties as protections against government actions (e.g., First Amendment).  

b. Define civil rights as equal protections for all people (e.g., Civil Rights Act, Brown v. Board of Education, etc.)  

c. Analyze due process of law as expressed in the 5th and 14th amendments, as understood through the process of 

incorporation. d. Identify how amendments extend the right to vote.    

  

SSCG8 Demonstrate knowledge of the legislative branch of government.  
a. Cite the formal qualifications for representatives and senators listed in the Constitution.  

b. Describe the election process for representatives and senators and how the 17th Amendment impacted the election of 
senators.  
c. Compare the terms of office for each chamber of Congress and explain the Founders’ intent.  

d. Compare and contrast the powers of each chamber of Congress (e.g., power of the purse, 16th Amendment, treaties, etc.)  
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e. Explain the steps in the legislative process.  

f. Explain the functions of various leadership positions and committees within the legislature.   

g. Analyze the positive and negative role lobbyists play in the legislative process. 

SSCG9 Explain the impeachment and removal process and its use for federal officials as defined in the 

U.S. Constitution.  

  

SSCG10 Demonstrate knowledge of the executive branch of government.   
a. Cite the formal qualifications listed in the Constitution for President of the United States.   

b. Describe informal qualifications common to past presidents.   

c. Identify term of office and describe the line of succession (e.g., 20th, 22nd, and 25th amendments).  

d. Analyze the role of the Electoral College in electing the President and the clarification provided in the 12th Amendment.  

e. Distinguish between the roles of the President, including Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces, chief executive, chief 

agenda setter, chief of state, chief diplomat, and party leader.  

  

SSCG11 Explain the functions of the departments and agencies of the federal bureaucracy.  
a. Compare and contrast the organization and responsibilities of independent regulatory agencies, government corporations, 

and executive agencies.  

b. Explain the functions of the President’s Cabinet.  

  

SSCG12 Describe the tools used to carry out United States foreign policy, including diplomacy and 

treaties; economic, military, and humanitarian aid; and sanctions and military intervention.  

  

SSCG13 Demonstrate knowledge of the operation of the judicial branch of government.  
a. Describe the selection and approval process for federal judges.  

b. Explain the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, federal courts and the state courts.  

c. Examine how John Marshall established judicial review through his opinion in Marbury v. Madison and relate its impact.  

d. Describe how the Supreme Court selects and decides cases.  

e. Compare the philosophies of judicial activism and judicial restraint and provide relevant examples              (e.g., marriage, 

2nd Amendment, death penalty, etc.)  

  

SSCG14 Demonstrate knowledge of the criminal justice process.  
a. Explain an individual’s due process rights (e.g., 4th, 5th, 6th, and 14th amendments).  

b. Categorize different types of crimes.  

c. Analyze the procedures in the criminal justice process.  

d. Examine the different types of sentences a convicted person can receive.  

e. Contrast the procedures related to civil suits with criminal proceedings.  

  

SSCG15 Demonstrate knowledge of local, state, and national elections.  
a. Describe the historical development, organization, role, and constituencies of political parties.  

b. Describe the nomination and election process.  

c. Examine campaign funding and spending and the influence of special interest groups on elections.  

d. Explain how recent policy changes and Supreme Court rulings have impacted the campaign finance process.  

e. Analyze the influence of media coverage, campaign advertising, and public opinion polls.  

  

SSCG16 Analyze the difference between involuntary and voluntary participation in civic life.   
a. Describe how and why citizens are required by law to pay taxes, serve on a jury, and register for military duty.   

b. Describe how citizens voluntarily and responsibly participate in the political process by voting, performing public service, 

being informed about current issues, and respecting differing opinions.   

c. Explain the meaning and history of the Pledge of Allegiance.   

  

SSCG17 Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and powers of state and local government described 

in the Georgia Constitution.  
a. Examine the structure of local governments with emphasis on counties and cities.  

b. Analyze the relationship among state and local governments.  

c. Examine sources of revenue received by local governments.  

d. Analyze the services provided by state and local governments.  

e. Analyze limitations on state and local government that may be exercised by the citizens (e.g., the initiative, referendum, 

and recall). 
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Parent Syllabus Page – Please sign and turn in to the teacher tomorrow.  

 

 

I have read this Syllabus and understand the standards, requirements, and expectations for Coach Cain’s 2023-

2024 American Government class. 

 

Student Name (Printed) _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Student Signature__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Email_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Best Phone number to contact_________________________________________________________ 


