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GRAHAM – A North Carolina judge has
dismissed a lawsuit by civil rights leaders
that sought the removal of a Confederate
statue in front of a historic courthouse.

Superior Court Judge Don Bridges ruled
Tuesday against the state NAACP, which had
argued that the statue in front of the Ala-
mance County Courthouse was a danger to
public safety and violated constitutional
rights to equal protection, according to The
Times-News. 

A 2015 state law sharply limits state and
local governments from removing Confeder-
ate statues and other objects of remem-
brance. The NAACP had argued in its 2021

lawsuit that county officials had leeway to re-
move the statue under an exception for pub-
lic safety. The statue, erected in 1914, has
been the site of protests in recent years. 

Separately, North Carolina’s governor or-
dered the removal of Confederate monu-
ments outside the state’s historic Capitol in
2020, citing the public safety clause in the
law after nearby monuments were damaged
by protesters. Protesters have toppled other
statues in recent years on the campus of the
University of North Carolina and in down-
town Durham. 

But Bridges said that he interprets the
state law as protecting the Alamance County
statue and that the local county commission
is entitled to follow it. 

A monument to Confederate soldiers stands in front of the Alamance County Courthouse in Graham, N.C. A North
Carolina judge on Tuesday dismissed a lawsuit by the state NAACP that sought the removal of the Confederate statue in
front of the historic courthouse. JACQUELYN MARTIN/AP

Court dismisses lawsuit seeking
to remove Confederate statue

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The NAACP had argued in its 2021 lawsuit that county officials had
leeway to remove the statue under an exception for public safety. The
statue, erected in 1914, has been the site of protests in recent years.

Members of one union rejected a ten-
tative deal with the largest U.S. freight
railroads Wednesday while three other
unions remained at the bargaining table
just days ahead of Friday’s strike dead-
line, threatening to intensify snarls in
the nation’s supply chain that have con-
tributed to rising prices.

About 4,900 members of the Interna-
tional Association of Machinists and
Aerospace Workers District 19 voted to
reject the tentative agreement negotiat-
ed by IAM leadership with the railroads,
the union said Wednesday. But the IAM

agreed to delay any strike by its mem-
bers until Sept. 29 to allow more time for
negotiations and let other unions vote.

Railroads are trying to reach an
agreement with all their other unions to
avert a strike before Friday. 

Railroad showdown
One union rejects deal ahead of Friday’s strike
deadline but agrees to delay any walkout

Passenger railroads are also affected because many of them operate on tracks
owned by one of the freight railroads. LAFAYETTE JOURNAL & COURIER FILESee full story, Page 5A

“All parties need to stay at the
table, bargain in good faith to
resolve outstanding issues, and
come to an agreement.”

Karine Jean-Pierre
White House press secretary 

Less than ideal test scores have not
deterred Randolph County Schools of-
ficials who plan to keep moving for-
ward post-COVID-19. 

This is according to Randolph
County Schools Superintendent Dr.
Stephen Gainey days after North Caro-
lina released its annual report on
school performance for the 2021-2022
school year. 

“The test results for the 2021-2022
school year will become our school
system’s new baseline,” Gainey said. “
As a result, our school system will
work to move forward from this base-
line, in terms of continuous improve-
ment in the coming years with regard
to the academic performance of our
schools.”

Every year the North Carolina De-
partment of Education grades the per-
formances of elementary, middle, and
high schools county by county. 

“School Performance Grades are
calculated for all schools as required
by the North Carolina Every Student
Succeeds Act State Plan,” reads infor-
mation from the study. “A-F letter
grades are assigned to all public
schools in the state.”

The grades are based on the combi-
nation of two criteria. The first is based
on a school’s English, math, reading,
and science assessments while the
other is based on school growth. These
two factors are weighted with the for-
mer accounting for 80% of the final
grade and the latter accounting for the
remaining 20%. 

“These grades are used to identify
schools in need of Comprehensive
Support and Improvement,” reads the
study. “Also, as required by state law,
School Performance Grades and a
school’s growth status determines
whether a school or district is low per-
forming.”

Among the 31 schools represented
in Randolph County’s school district,
only two scored above the C grade. 

SCHOOL REPORT CARDS

Randolph
Schools look
ahead, despite
dreary marks
Dean-Paul Stephens
Asheboro Courier-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SCHOOLS, Page 4A



Asheboro Courier Tribune - 09/15/2022 Page : A04

September 15, 2022 8:15 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

4A | THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2022 | THE COURIER-TRIBUNE

GIVE WITH MEANING.
Scan the QR Code to Order 

Sympathy Flowers Today

A
H
-0
00

14
62

74
6-
01

Obituaries

Beasley, Ronald 72 Asheboro 12-Sep RidgeFuneral Home&CremationService
Hall,Mathie 98 Asheboro 14-Sep Ridge Funeral Home&CremationService
Maness, EugeneRaeford 78 Bennett 13-Sep Joyce-BradyChapel
*Perry, Chronicle 67 Asheboro 07-Sep PughFuneral Home

TODAY’S OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES
Name Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at www.courier-tribune.com/obituaries

ASHEBORO - Chron-
icle Perry, age 67, of 
Asheboro, passed away 
on  September 7, 2022.

He was born on Au-
gust 24, 1955 in Appling, 
GA to Lenard and Arline 
Perry. Chronicle was a 
loyal and hard worker 
who was employed with 
Metal USA and was a 
member of Word of Life 
Tabernacle Church where he served as an usher.  
He enjoyed  watching sports, especially UNC 
Basketball and was an avid Atlanta Braves fan.

Chronicle is survived by the mother of his 
daughter, Teri Brower; daughter, Vanessa Perry 
(Amanda Watkins); sisters, Jennifer Broadwater, 
Jo Ann Perry, Betty Lyon; brothers, Lenard Perry, 
Jr. and wife Elizabeth, Lester Perry, Ronnie Perry; 
friends and family of Word of Life Tabernacle 
Church; several nieces and nephews.

The family will receive friends Saturday, Septem-
ber 17, 2022, 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm at Pugh Funeral 
Home, 437 Sunset Ave., Asheboro.     Funeral 
services will follow at 2:00 pm in the Pugh Funeral 
Home Chapel with Rev. Ronald Diggs officiat-
ing.  Burial will be in Second Mt. Carmel Baptist 
Church in Appling, Georgia.

Remembrances and online condolences may be 
made at www.pughfuneralhome.com.

Chronicle Perry

Hopewell Elementary School received a grade of B.
Randolph Early College High School was the sole
school in the district to receive an A grade. 

“While it was very difficult, I am very proud of the
efforts of our staff members, students, parents,
board members, and community members to keep
our schools open for in-person instruction to the
greatest extent possible since August 2020,” Gainey
said.

In total two schools received a grade of F while ev-
ery other received grades of Cs and Ds. 

Gainey said complications from the pandemic
played a part.

“Without a doubt, the challenges associated with
the COVID-19 pandemic created obstacles with re-
gard to student learning,” Gainey said. “Nonetheless,
I remain very proud of the efforts of our staff mem-
bers, students, parents, board members, and com-
munity members to keep our schools open for in-per-
son instruction to the greatest extent possible since
August 2020.”

Schools
Continued from Page 1A

WASHINGTON – With only three months left in the
year, the House Jan. 6 committee is eyeing a close to its
work and a final report laying out its findings about the
U.S. Capitol insurrection. But the investigation is not
over.

The committee has already revealed much of its
work at eight hearings over the summer, showing in
detail how former President Donald Trump ignored
many of his closest advisers and amplified his false
claims of election fraud after he lost the 2020 election
to Joe Biden. Witnesses interviewed by the panel –
some of them Trump’s closest allies – recounted in
videotaped testimony how the former president de-
clined to act when hundreds of his supporters violent-
ly attacked the Capitol as Congress certified Biden’s
victory on Jan. 6, 2021.

Lawmakers say there is more to come. The nine-
member panel – seven Democrats and two Republi-
cans – interviewed witnesses through all of August,
and panelists are hoping to have at least one hearing
by the end of the month. Members met Tuesday to dis-
cuss the panel’s next steps.

Because the Jan. 6 panel is a temporary, or “select,”
committee, it expires at the end of the current Con-
gress. If Republicans take the majority in November’s
elections, as they are favored to do, they are expected
to dissolve the committee in January. So the panel is
planning to issue a final report by the end of December.

What’s left for the committee in 2022:

Hearings

The panel’s Democratic chairman, Mississippi Rep.
Bennie Thompson, said after the private members’
meeting Tuesday in the Capitol that the committee’s
goal is to hold a hearing Sept. 28, but that members
were still discussing whether it would happen at all.

“We’re still in the process of talking,” Thompson
said. “If it happens, it will be that date. We’re not sure
at this point.”

Members of the committee had promised more
hearings in September as they wrapped up the series
of summer hearings. Wyoming Rep. Liz Cheney, the
Republican vice chairwoman, said the committee “has
far more evidence to share with the American people
and more to gather.”

“Doors have opened, new subpoenas have been is-
sued, and the dam has begun to break,” Cheney said at
a July 21 hearing that was held in prime time and
watched by 17.7 million people. “We have considerably
more to do.”

It’s unclear if the hearing would provide a general
overview of what the panel has learned or if members

would be focused on new information and evidence.
The committee conducted several interviews at the end
of July and into August with Trump’s Cabinet secretar-
ies, some of whom had discussed invoking the constitu-
tional process in the 25th Amendment to remove Trump
from office after the insurrection.

Witnesses

The panel has already interviewed more than 1,000
people, but lawmakers and staff are still pursuing new
threads. The committee recently spoke to several of the
Cabinet secretaries, including former Treasury Secre-
tary Steven Mnuchin in July and former Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo and former Transportation Secre-
tary Elaine Chao in August.

The committee also wants to get to the bottom of
missing Secret Service texts from Jan. 5-6, 2021, which
could shed further light on Trump’s actions during the
insurrection, particularly after earlier testimony about
his confrontation with security as he tried to join sup-
porters at the Capitol. Thompson said Tuesday that the
committee has recently obtained “thousands” of docu-
ments from the Secret Service.

The committee has also pursued an interview with
conservative activist Virginia “Ginni” Thomas, who’s
married to Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas.
Lawmakers want to know more about her role in trying
to help Trump overturn the election. She contacted law-
makers in Arizona and Wisconsin as part of that effort.

Trump and Pence

Members of the committee are still debating how ag-
gressively to pursue testimony from Trump and former

Vice President Mike Pence.
Some have questioned whether the committee

needs to call Pence, who resisted Trump’s pressure to
try and block Biden’s certification on Jan. 6. Many of
his closest aides have already testified, including
Greg Jacob, his top lawyer at the White House who
was with him during the insurrection as they hid
from rioters who were threatening the vice presi-
dent’s life. Jacobs characterized much of Pence’s
thought process during the time when Trump was
pressuring him.

The panel has been in discussions with Pence’s
lawyers for months, without any discernible pro-
gress. Still, the committee could invite Pence for
closed-door testimony or ask him to answer written
questions.

The calculation is different for the former presi-
dent. Members have debated whether they should
call Trump, who is the focus of their probe but also a
witness who has fought against the investigation in
court, denied much of the evidence and floated the
idea of presidential pardons for Jan. 6 rioters. Trump
is also facing scrutiny in several other investigations,
including at the Justice Department and over the
classified documents he took to his private club.

House Republicans

Another bit of unfinished business is the commit-
tee’s subpoenas to five House Republicans, including
Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy.

In May the panel subpoenaed McCarthy, R-Calif.,
and Reps. Jim Jordan of Ohio, Scott Perry of Penn-
sylvania, Andy Biggs of Arizona and Mo Brooks of
Alabama. The panel has investigated McCarthy’s
conversations with Trump the day of the attack and
meetings the four other lawmakers had with the
White House beforehand as Trump and some of his
allies worked to overturn his election defeat.

The five Republicans, all of whom have repeatedly
downplayed the investigation’s legitimacy, have sim-
ply ignored the request to testify. But the Jan. 6 com-
mittee seems unlikely to meet their defiance with
contempt charges, as it has with other witnesses, in
the weeks before the November elections. Not only
would it be a politically risky move, but it is unclear
what eventual recourse the panel would have against
its own colleagues.

Final report

The committee must shut down within a month
after issuing a final report, per its rules. But lawmak-
ers could issue some smaller reports before then,
perhaps even before the November elections.
Thompson said earlier this summer that there may
be an interim report in the fall.

The release of the final report will likely come close
to the end of the year so the panel can maximize its
time. While much of the findings will already be
known, the report is expected to thread the story to-
gether in a definitive way that lays out the commit-
tee’s conclusions for history.

Legislative recommendations

The committee is expected to weigh in on possible
legislative changes to the Electoral Count Act, which
governs how a presidential election is certified by
Congress.

A bipartisan group of senators released proposed
changes over the summer that would clarify the way
states submit electors and the vice president tallies
the votes. Trump and his allies tried to find loopholes
in that law ahead of Jan. 6 as the former president
worked to overturn his defeat to Biden and unsuc-
cessfully pressured Pence to go along.

The Jan. 6 panel’s final report is expected to in-
clude a larger swath of legislative recommendations.

House Jan. 6 panel sprints to year-end finish
Mary Clare Jalonick 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

A video of President Donald Trump recording a
statement on Jan. 7, 2021, is played in July as the
House select committee investigating the Jan. 6
attack on the U.S. Capitol holds a hearing in
Washington. The panel is eyeing a close to its 
work and a final report laying out its findings.
J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP
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