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November 24, 2021
There will be no school Thursday and Friday, November 25th and 26th for Thanksgiving.  This year is not like last year, nor is it like the year before.  Nevertheless, take time to be grateful for all we have been given.
On that same note, we will begin our Advent Angel program next week.  For the season of Advent, each student will be paired with another student or staff member.  Each student will offer prayers for his/her Advent Angel and send them notes of love at least once per week.  These “notes of love” can be a simple as a handwritten note or coloring page or be more elaborate.  The important thing is that the child has made them “with love” for their Advent Angel.  On December 21st we will reveal who we have been praying for.  At this time a small gift ($5 or less) may be given, but is not required.  (Each student will receive a candy cane from the Student Council at this time as well.)  

Our next school Mass is Wednesday December 1st at 10:30am.   The 1st and 2nd  grades will be leading us.  
We want to thank Andy and Emily Hennen for taking the can trailer to Marshall for recycling.  We raised $464.
Thanks goes out to the Sterzinger’s for delivering a load of pearock and for Luke and Don Gorecki for helping to distribute it on the playground.  We appreciate everything that is done to help keep St. Edward School looking good.

Save the date for our Christmas Program on December 8th at 7 pm.  The CCW ladies will be serving a meal of pulled pork sandwiches prior to the concert.  The proceeds will go to the CCW scholarship fund.

I began explaining the roles of staff and volunteers within the building in last week’s parent letter.  So as not to leave anyone out, I will highlight more staff roles this week.  Trudy Banks is our school secretary.  She is the smiling face to greet everyone who enters the building.  I heard an administrator say that his administrative assistant is the “glue that holds it all together.”  That description applies to Trudy as well.  Cynthia Moorse is our hot lunch director.  She supplies us with the good (often homemade) food that gives us the energy to keep on learning!  Mrs. Sara Gorecki is our school nurse; while she is not here on a daily basis, she makes sure that our health files are in order, organizes our vision and hearing needs and over the past 18 months has taken the lead on COVID advisement.   Our school would not run as well as it does without the dedication of all of these staff and volunteers!

Last week I mentioned a $25,000 matching grant opportunity that we have been given by the Richard M. Schultz Family Foundation for us to invest in initiatives over and above what our current budget will allow.  Their goal is to help us achieve excellence in new ways and to grow our enrollment.  
The education committee and I have been working to determine the best use of funds raised.  We have narrowed the plan down to three important projects.  If funds are not received to complete all projects, they will be prioritized at that time.
· The first project includes revitalization of the gym space to include new bleachers ($9,350) and a new floor ($9,500).  

· The second is refurbishing the middle school plumbing, which is largely original to its 1958 construction  ($68,500).

·  The final project we need to fund is that of a very part time marketing position for the school.  

The Richard M. Schultz Family Foundation requires that we reach our goal of raising $25,000 by December 31st, 2021.  They also require that in order for a contribution to count it must be from donors who have increased their giving from prior years or new donors.  
What this means for our families is that if you have been giving to St. Edward School all along, this fundraiser if not for you.  However, we are asking that you share this fundraising opportunity with friends and family that have not given to St. Edward or would like to make their donation count for more.  I am attaching a sample letter that you could forward or recreate for this purpose.
May God Bless,

Mrs. Garvey
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