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UPCOMING EVENTS

3/4: Family Engagement Night 5:30 to 6:30 pm
3/19: Laguna Feast Day DEC Closed
3/16-20: Spring Break DEC Closed
3/25: Nutrition Activity Leprechaun Hats
3/25: Family Engagement Night 5:30 to 6:30 pm
3/27: Parent/Teacher Conferences *No School
TBD: Dr. Suess Week 

L A G U N A  D I V I S I O N  O F  E A R L Y  C H I L D H O O D
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Chinatown Classroom

*Important Reminder!**

We are thrilled to celebrate the
February and March birthdays of
three of our children! Happy
Birthday, IG, EC, and AP! We wish
you all a wonderful day filled with
love, joy, and the company of
family and those who cherish you!

Evelyn Garcia- e.garcia@lagunaed.net
Royce Kie- r.kie@lagunaed.net

Exciting Updates on our
Little Learners

Birthday Wishes!

Milestones and Highlights
In February, the children increased
their conversational skills. We
noticed a growing number of back-
and-forth conversations and 3-to-
4-word sentences; such as, “I’m
gon’ make cupcakes; here you go”;
“Oh, thank you!”; “What a beautiful
day”; “Why do you do that?” and
“Check it out!” 

Teachers are also happy to report
seeing many hugs hello and
goodbye between the students and
families. Please accept A BIG THANK
YOU to ALL FAMILIES who give extra
hugs to our children! The time you
give means so much for our
students and makes their day
special! 

Parent-teacher conferences are scheduled for March 27th. Children will not be in
school that day. Please check your child’s folder to return the scheduling confirmation
and make note of any changes to the times or dates that you may require.

One of our students, AR, will soon begin
Home-Based learning. We miss her
dearly and wish her all the best. Her
new teacher will be visiting her family
and she will continue to receive lessons
that will help prepare her for Preschool
Head Start.

With this opening, Chinatown has
welcomed a new child from Turquoise
Springs, MM! He joined us in the last
week of February, and we are eager to
build a new school family together!

This month, our focus is on shoes. Students will be
encouraged to observe the various types of shoes,
their distinct textures and practical uses. They will
exercise self-help skills by learning how to take off
and put on their shoes, as well as care for them by
brushing away dirt or mud. Children will also practice
matching shoes by noticing differences and
similarities between them. As the season brings
changes in the weather, the children will discover the
effects of stepping into rain or mud puddles.
Additionally, they will be introduced to new
vocabulary, including terms like: “shoe prints”,
“tracks”, “soft”, “bumpy”, “squishy” and more.

Our kids will also have the chance to experience the
sensation of wind while joining in various activities
with scarves, sheer fabrics, flags, sticks adorned with
ribbon streamers, or long feathers tied to strings.
Furthermore, families will receive a take-home
activity designed to deepen their children's
understanding.

We are happy to celebrate Dr. Seuss with a week full
of engaging activities! We have selected the beloved
book “The Cat in the Hat.” Families are invited to join
us for our Dr. Seuss book parade at the week's
conclusion. We will provide more information as the
event comes closer!

Exploring Shoes This Month



Reflection
February our theme for the month
was containers. We got to see and
play with many different containers.
They were able to see the different
sizes how some can open and how
to fill them with various toys etc. Our
Cultural lifeways theme this month
was Pottery. We were able to look at
pictures of some traditional pottery
and water jugs. Our color of the
month was Red. We would point out
items that are red in our classroom
and check if any of our friends were
wearing the color red. Our nutrition
activity for this month was Frozen
Yogurt Hearts. And our STEAM
activity was Exploring Rocks.

Our kids are continuing to say more
words, some are beginning to speak
in short phrases. Children have been
going over various flashcards and
trying to identify as many pictures
as they can. A few are still in potty
training. 

Please remember to check your child’s folder daily
for notes. Please monitor your child for any
symptoms of colds and keep them home if showing
these symptoms. Also please provide updated
contact information. Thank you.

Parent Reminders

3/1 -B.M.

Happy BIrthday

Sandra Lewis
s.lewis@lagunaed.net

Marilou Arkie
m.arkie@lagunaed.net

NEW YORK

CLASS
ROOM

This Month...

This month our CC theme will be shoes. We
will talk about and look at different types of
shoes. Why it’s important to wear shoes etc.
Our cultural lifeways for the month of March
will be wild celery and onion picking. Children
will identify the wild celery and onions by
picture and if applicable in person. We will
learn some of the uses for the celery and
onions. Our color of the month will be Purple.
For nutrition this month we will be making
Leprechaun Hats. And STEAM we will be
Exploring Wind. 



Reminders

1.Be patient and understanding, during

separation. 

2.Offer extra cuddles, reassurance, and

saying good-bye.

Classroom
Sunnyside

Student Accomplishments
We welcomed a few new friends to the
classroom. We have a full class.
A.L- Making small sentences
A.P-Being more open with classmates
and making sentences
D.E-Walking on her own 
R.P- Learning to stand on own 
A.C-Walking around more and holding
onto one hand
M-N.L-Making small sentences and
becoming more open with classmates
R.E- Learning to walk while holding
hands
N.V- New to the class but adjusting to
the new environment 

Parent Tips

Check folders for any flyers and
information
As the weather is getting colder make
sure the children have jackets, please
call to let us know if child will be
absent         

Parent Recognition
Thank you to our parents for bringing their

children to school.

We made it through the month of
February. As we are in month three of
the new year, the children have grown
and showed that they are becoming
more independent.  We are sure
opening up a lot more and talking.
The children are all accomplishing
goals.

Creative Curriculum: For the month of March, we are
looking forward to exploring different types of shoes.
What types of shoes are there, …? How can we use
shoes? Questions we will answer. The children will
have hands-on learning with engaging activities.
Home activities: Look around your house and see
what types of shoes you have. Talk about what they
are used for.
 
For Social-Emotional: Mornings are still a little
challenging but teachers as well as parents are here
to give comfort to the children. The children are
waving and saying bye to peers.

Cultural lifeways: Wild Celery/Onion picking the
children will get to learn that we have these types of
foods around us this is a chance to go and explore
with the children.

Conscious Discipline: Power of will.

Andrea Lucario - a.lucario@lagunaed.net

Makayla Sarracino - m.sarracino@lagunaed.net



TURQUOISE
SPRINGS 

Birthdays
Happy Birthday to our newest friend

of the pack, K.P. on 3/11. May your day
be filled with lots of love and laughter.

Candice Lucero- c.lucero@lagunaed.net
Angela Yawea-a.yawea@lagunaed.net

Creative Curriculum: Shoes. We will work on taking our
shoes off and putting them back on. This helps our self-
help skills. We will look at pictures of many different
shoes for kids, adults and animals. We will make many
crafts in the classroom and will be sending activities
home as well. 

Cultural Lifeways: Wild Celery and Onion picking. We will
take walks around the campus in search of these and
hope to find some so the kids can touch, taste, and smell
both the celery and onions.
 
Conscious Discipline: Power of Will. The only person you
can change is you. Learning to connect and guide
instead of force and coerce. 

Health / Nutrition Activities: Leprechaun hats. We will
get to create a hat using cucumbers, cheese and bell
pepper. Then of course our favorite part is eating what
we create. 

We will have Dr. Seuss week in the month of March, be
on the look out for activities being sent home. 

Reflect on February March

Creative Curriculum: Containers.
Opening and closing containers,
looking inside after shaking the
container and hearing the sound
it was making; then to see what
was inside.

Cultural Lifeways: Pottery. We did
a coloring activity with a picture
of a pot/water jug. 

Conscious Discipline: Power of
Unity. Coming together and
working as a school family.

Health / Nutrition Activities:
Frozen Yogurt Hearts. This activity
was a treat for the kids, they
enjoyed their frozen yogurt.

Parent Recognition / Well
Wishes: Thank you for your
participation in creating a
character box for “Friendship
Day”, as well as the cards that
were sent. 

Contact Information

Parent Tips
Try having your child get 8 to 10 hours of sleep;
this helps with them waking up in a good mood
and ready for school. In the month of March we
will have Spring Break, make sure they are still
taking a nap throughout the day, to keep them on
routine. Have your child walk to the classroom;
this helps build those large muscles in their legs. 



CASA BLANCA
CLASSROOM

Gabe Levantonio- g.levantonio@lagunaed.net
Carol Pedro-c.pedro@lagunaed.net

Contact Info

Greetings Families.
We are hoping that everyone is doing well to fight off all the illnesses that have been floating
around the schools this past month. We have been discussing the many ways of how germs
can get into our bodies and how we can prevent this from happening. We talked about
covering our sneezes and coughs with the interior of our elbows. We showed the children
the proper handwashing techniques. The children were asked, “when do we wash our
hands?” and we got great responses. We were told, after using the restroom, when we blow
and clean our nose, and when we come back from the playground. The children do know
why we wash our hands properly. It is just a matter of being consistent. Please remind the
children to wash their hands and practice good hygiene when they are out and about.
 
The weather has also been very unpredictable. We have had some serious cold weather
lately. We have also had some really nice warm weather, as well. My advice to you is to
please send your child with a heavy coat or layer your children up with two jackets or
sweaters. A stocking cap will also work. Just as a reminder, we still take the children out on
the playground if it isn’t too windy. So a jacket and a hat or hood would be very practical.

As we begin the month of March, we will be introducing a new theme for study: Gardening.
This is a very exciting time for many of us who enjoy being outdoors and working in a
garden. We will decide as a class as to what we would like to plant. Obviously, we will plant
some white corn, beans and squash. We would also like to plant some flowers and take of
them inside the classroom. 

Outdoors in March also means looking for all the wild edibles that are scattered all over the
land. It is one of the events that many of our people look forward to, including myself, every
spring. Of course, I am talking about going scha muu’ (wild celery) and haa dra nii” (wild
onion) picking. It is very relaxing and can be shared with family members. Take a lunch and
make a day out of it. As far as the classroom going, we will see if it is feasible and safe. As
with being in the outdoors, there are also wild animals that may be waking up at this time,
especially rattlesnakes. However, if you go on your own, make sure to take some pictures of
your outing.

In March, we will also be having our spring break beginning on the week of March 16-19.
Families are encouraged to take some time off and spend time with your children. Take a
road trip around the State of New Mexico. Perhaps, take a trip out of state. Or, you could
even take a trip around the reservation and visit family members, elders, and all the other
places here at home. Make sure you do return in order to celebrate our first feast day of the
year in the Village of Laguna. We are hoping that everyone will be able to participate at the
dance or maybe as a vendor. Or maybe just as a spectator and supporter of all the crafts
and foods that will be sold. 

So, Mrs. Pedro and I would like to thank all of our families for being patient with our school
last month. We had many days where we were short staffed and had no buses running due
to circumstances beyond our control. We are doing our best to provide quality education
and staffing here at our school during those days. Unfortunately, there are those hard
decisions that administration must make, only to make sure that our students are safe.
Again, thank you for your patience.



Encinal CLassroomEncinal CLassroom
Teacher Juana and Ms. Yvonne

Creative Curriculum
Our next study will start the end of February, which will be “Grocery Study”, Grocery stores play an important
role in every community, reflecting the tastes and preference of the families they serve and providing access
to the foods and goods that people need to live healthy, productive lives!
Our classroom will be taking a field trip to “Sprouts” farmers market in March, the children will explore how
grocery stores are organized, the technology behind the scenes at the store and the jobs and equipment needed
to operate the store.
Throughout our study, children will learn how grocery store products reflect their community as we create a
classroom grocery store that incorporates everything they learn.

Cultural Lifeway
Easter is arriving so fast! Children will learn all the Easter activities our community celebrates at this time,
children will learn the technique of making Easter Pudding (Zits’shey) 
Vocabulary for March: Easter, Kawaika hanu, Easter pudding, Clans, Egg, basket!  
Color of the month is Purple (pu’shu’naa)!

Health /Nutrition Activities
February Nutrition Activity was “Yogurt Frozen Hearts” children were able to use ingredients to make the
frozen hearts, we put them in the freezer and when they were ready, we enjoyed our frozen treat, the
children said they were delicious!
March Nutrition Activity will be “Leprechaun Hats” we will let you know how these will turn out! 

Health
We had a few children absent this month due to the virus’ that have affected our community, please continue
to be cautious around crowds, wash hands, cover coughs and please keep children home if they are not feeling
well.

STUDENT ACHEIVEMENTS
Children have learned their vowels (a e i o u), their sounds, letter
formations, and learning short sight words, (a, all, again)!

j.natseway@lagunaed.net        y.francis@lagunaed.net

Reminders to Parents
Please continue to check take home folders daily.
Complete reading log when reading to your child.
Dress children in layers, we have unpredictable weather.

Birthdays

SA will be turning 5 years old!! Happy Birthday!!



Paguate
Classroom

Reminders

Venessa Deutsawe - v.deutsawe@lagunaed.net
Mariah Whitmore - m.whitmore@lagunaed.net

Hello Paguate classroom families,
Hope you all are staying warm, the weather lately has been cold and windy.

As we get into another month, we teachers are happy to say were getting closer to the school year
coming to an end we have 3 more months left of learning to do. 

For the remainder of the school year, we will be focusing on our letters, numbers, practicing our daily
classroom safety rules, classroom routines, using and implementing our learning skills and getting
ready for the next level of learning. The children are getting good with tracing their name, letters,
shapes and numbers. We will also continue practicing using our Creative Curriculum, Cultural Life
Ways, and our Conscious Discipline.

This month of March, we will be learning about wild celery/onion picking in our Cultural Life Ways,
along with the color purple (paa su naa).  Teachers of the Paguate classroom are very happy and
proud of your children learning the Keres language. Please continue to encourage your child to say the
Keres prayer during family meal times. They are also able to say our morning prayer to get our day
started, knowing the direction to face, when asked. Simple, basic Keres words are used daily. Ask your
child what they are learning and continue using the language at home. What little you may know is a
lot for your child.

The Creative Curriculum, we are going to be exploring with gardening.  We will be teaching the kids
how to plant with soil and seeds along with the pots being used and being out in the sun to help them
grow.  Our STEAM is exploring wind. Please look out for the Classroom Calendar with fun Activities to do
with your child. Thank you, Parents/Guardians, for sending your children to school every day. We are
looking forward to an awesome finish.  The weather is still cold, please dress children according to
weather. If your child is going to be out, please call the school or get in contact with the teachers so
they can be excused for the day.  

NO SCHOOL March 16 – 20, 2026
(SPRING BREAK)
Laguna feast 3/19/2026 – NO SCHOOL
Parent teacher conferences 3/27/2026
NO SCHOOL for the children
Nutrition activity 3/25 leprechaun hats



Warm Greeting Families
Here we are in the month of March! Seems that the school year is flying by. Children have been
increasing their knowledge about buildings. We spent time looking at different shapes of
buildings. What are some materials that are used to build a strong house, after reading Three
Little Pigs. 

Children examined some pottery that was brought in to look at the shapes that are used while
painting. Children then had a chance to paint their own potteries. 

Families came through and brought in some great rocks from the Rock Hunt activity that was
sent home. Children had a chance to see what different kinds of rocks that they found. 

In March, we will be studying GROCERY. Since we just finished up with buildings, we will look at
how most grocery stores set up their stores. What are some of the jobs people have while
working at a grocery store? How do grocery stores get people to shop at their stores? What are
some of the technology, tools and job skills used while working in the grocery store? 

When planning a trip to the grocery store, have children help with making a grocery list and
finding the items on the list. Point out letters to the children that make up the items you are
buying. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please contact the teachers.
c.deutsawe@lagunaed.net and r.victorino@lagunaed.net (505) 552-6544 
extension 5112.

3/11/26 Take Home Activity Scavenger Hunt

3/13/26 STEAM Activity

3/16/26-3/20/26 Spring Break

3/27/26 Parent-Teacher Conferences

TBD Dr. Seuss 

Happy Birthday to

Azurette and

Naziya!

SeamaSeama
Classroom

Events that are happening in the month of MArch

Caundice Deutsawe and Raina Victorino

mailto:c.deutsawe@lagunaed.net
mailto:r.victorino@lagunaed.net


Celebrations
During the month of February, we have another friend who has now come out of wearing pull-ups and
is now toilet trained. YAY FRIEND!!! We are proud of you. 
*Some more celebrations, we have been working with our friends on practicing their scissor cutting and
they have worked very hard on cutting from start to finish. They have been working on staying on the
line as much as they could when working on their activities or practicing.

Village Classroom
Leona “Faye” Peacock- l.peacock@lagunaed.net

Marissa Analla-m.analla@lagunaed.net

Upcoming Calendar Events and Reminders

Greetings Families, 
HELLO SPRING!!!

Creative Curriculum: This month, we will be studying Gardening. Our friends will get to experience
gardening from digging, planting, watering and weeding. This provides our friends a way to explore
5 senses; touch, hear, see, feel and smell. Your child will have the opportunity to learn about where
fruits and vegetables come from and learn about the benefits of having a garden. We will also look
at when it’s a good time to garden throughout the year and how we can take care of a garden. 

Cultural Lifeway: Our cultural lifeway will be on wild celery and onion picking. It’s that time of the
year to explore the outdoors to go picking for some wild celery and onion. Children will get to learn
about the wild herbs in the community and how they are used. They will also learn about how to
look and identify them. 
 
Classroom News: This month we will be planning our Dr. Seuss week activities and we will be having
a parade based on the book that our classroom has picked. The book that we have chosen is, “Book
of Colors.” More information will be posted on monthly calendars that will be sent home with
children. 

March 16-20 No School (Spring Break)
March 27  Parent-Teacher Conferences: th

Families, please continue to check your child’s backpack/folder for any notes from teachers or
program, daily activities planned on calendars, etc. Continue reading to your child every night. Reading to

your child enhances language skills and fosters brain development and of course bonding together. 



Dear Parents;
Wow, the school year is going by so quickly. Just want to let you know that we will
be having our first of 5 Parent Engagement nights on March 4, 2026, from 5:30
pm to 6:30 pm. We will also provide childcare for those who need it. During this
time I want parents to have their learning hats on and have fun. We will be giving
out a book called Managing Mayhem from Conscious Discipline. Our book study
for parents will start on March 25, 2025. Together in our first workshop we will
meet to set times that work for those in attendance. We understand that your
time is valuable and we respect and want to work with you. 

         Please remember that we have a survey on the Laguna Department of
Education website. Please take this anonymous survey to help us serve your
children better. Parents please know that you are the most important teacher
that your children will ever have. 

As your Director who is willing to make sure that all parents have the opportunity
to grow and help to enhance their child’s learning abilities daily. Please know
that I have an open door policy and I am here to serve and assist you.

Sincerely,

Dr. Carla A. Spaniel

DEC Director
Dr. Carla A. Spaniel



Program Assistant
Greetings Families and Friends,
It is already time to welcome March and welcome Spring.  I  hope everyone is doing well and making it
through the challenging weather we have been receiving.  

I would like to thank all the parents for your assistance as we continue to work through our shortage of
bus drivers.  Please keep in mind if we are short a bus driver, routes will either be late in to school or
early going home or maybe both.  We will contact you if your child’s bus will be affected.  If we have
enough notice, we will get notes sent home.   Notice will also be posted on the LDoE “Messenger”
notification system.  In addition, please ensure your contact list and current phone numbers are up-to-
date (forms are available in the front office, on buses and can be emailed).  We want to ensure all
parents get notified. 

Parents please fill out an in-kind form when you are volunteering or doing at-home activities.  Fill out
Reading Logs completely with the date, time, book and individual (full name printed) reading to/with the
child.  Turn in all in-kind forms upon completion of activity or by the last day of the month.

Please continue to dress children according to the weather.  We don’t want any children getting sick.  If
children are sick, please keep them home as to not spread illness and if neccessary seek medical
attention.  They will be more comfortable at home and able to rest.  Call the school to notify of the
absence and reason.  

March 4  - Parent Engagement Night 5:30 pm to 6:30 pmth

March 16  through 20  - Spring Break *DEC Closed th th

March 19  - Laguna Feast Day *DEC Closedth

March 25  - Parent Engagement Night 5:30 pm to 6:30 pmth

March 27  - Parent/Teacher Conferences *No School for childrenth

As always, if you need assistance with anything at DEC, feel free to contact me.  May you all have a great
month of March, Happy Spring, be careful and stay well.  

Iris Gallegos, Program Assistant
Laguna Division of Early Childhood
i.gallegos@lagunaed.net
505-552-6544 Ext: 5100

Dates to Remember



ER
SE

A/Child Care Manager

Patricia Charlie - p.charlie@lagunaed.net



Dear Parents and Guardians,

Friendly reminder, please keep sick children at home. By sending a sick child to
school, with a fever, cough or sneezing, we risk spreading infections to others and
possibly making a sick child’s illness worse.

Symptoms to watch for:

     ·Fever (100.4°F or higher)
     ·Persistent cough
     ·Sore throat
     ·Persistent runny or stuffy nose
     ·Congestion
     ·Body aches
     ·Headache
     ·Chills
     ·Fatigue
     ·Nausea or vomiting
     ·Diarrhea

If your child exhibits any of these symptoms, please consider keeping them home
and seeking medical advice if symptoms persist.

Encourage your child to wear a mask if they have mild symptoms but need to be
around others, especially if they are recovering from an illness. Reinforce good
hygiene practices, such as frequent handwashing, using hand sanitizer, and covering
coughs and sneezes with a tissue or elbow. If your child is experiencing symptoms,
their teacher may choose to have your child wear a mask while at the program. If so,
you will receive notification.

Thank you for your understanding.

Angelica Baca, DEC Health Aide

Health AideHealth Aide
Angelica Baca - a.baca@lagunaed.netAngelica Baca - a.baca@lagunaed.net



Special SErvicesSpecial SErvices
Margaret Mascarenaz - mmascarenaz@lagunaed.net



Education 
Jean Paquin - j.paquin@lagunaed.net



Famiily Service Provider

REMINDERS

Kathleen Herrera - k.herrera@lagunaed.net

GREETINGS FAMILIES!
I hope your family is doing well and
keeping warm. Take care of yourselves
with good health, happiness and love for
each other.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
NEW - Parent Nights, March 4 and
March 25. More information to come.
SPRING BREAK - March 16 - 20
DR. SUESS WEEK - Activities will take
place within the individual classrooms.
Teachers will sent home more
information.

I am here is help, assist or answer any
questions, you may have. Please contact
me at 505-290-9163(Program phone) or
505-552-6544, EXT. 5105.
TAKE CARE, CONTINUE TO BE SAFE AND BE
HAPPY!!!

Call the teachers, school or
Kathleen Herrera, when your
child is going to be absent.
When you call the school, you
are able to leave a message.
CHECK your child's back pack,
daily. Important information is
sent home from teachers or
other DEC staff.
READ to your child every day.
Make a word list with new words
your child learns. Point to a
picture, ask your child the color,
action, size, etc. You will be
surprised how many words your
has learned or will learn.
Follow up with your Well Child
appointments and dental, vision
or hearings, if needed. Turn in
documents to the school when
completed.


