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STAFF

ASHEBORO — Anna 
Phil l ips showed the 
X-ray of a human head 
to four high-school 
seniors, describing how 
the head needs to be 
angled a certain way to 
get the correct image, 
and pointing to and nam-
ing the various parts of 
the skull.

It was just par t of a 
tour that Phillips, the 
head of Randolph Com-
munity College’s Radi-
ography Depar tment, 
hopes will lead to more 
students in her class-
rooms.

The college may have 
started spring break on 
March 7, but the Ashe-
boro campus was still 
humming as RCC host-
ed the second annu-
al Randolph NEXT, an 
event that combines a 
community job fair with 
a chance for high school 
seniors to learn about 
the educational oppor-
tunities at the college. 
A par tnership among 
RCC, Asheboro City 
Schools, the Randolph 
County School System, 
Uwharrie Charter Acad-
emy and NCWorks, the 

event started last year.
The 240 local seniors 

participating last week 
visited various build-
ings on campus Tues-
day, maps in hand, as 
each student explored 
four programs they had 
chosen. Information 
on college admissions, 
the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid 
and Apprenticeship Ran-

dolph also was present-
ed.

Providence Grove 
High School  senior 
Haley Foust started her 
day at the RCC Green-
house, learning about 
agribusiness technology 
and zoological horticul-
ture.

“I didn’t really know 
what I wanted to do in 
college,” she said. “And 

I really didn’t know what 
to put for my four th 
class. It’s so interesting 
though.”

Foust said she also 
was going to visit the 
Criminal Justice Tech-
nology, Advertising and 
Graphic Design, and 
Interior Design depart-
ments.

Local high school seniors explore 
options at Randolph NEXT

Photo courtesy of RCC

Randolph Community College photographic technology student Toya Sloan, 
right, talks about the program to students touring the department during Ran-
dolph NEXT. Behind her is Asheboro High School senior Nicolas Chavez.
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A jury awarded $1.75 million last week to the 
relatives of a Randolph County man who died 
while being treated at Randolph Hospital six 
years ago.

The trial in the wrongful death suit filed by 
relatives of Robert Staley lasted four weeks, 
and the jury issued its verdict Thursday in Ran-
dolph County Superior Court.

Phyllis Lile-King, a Greensboro attorney who 
represented Staley’s relatives, said the jur y 
awarded the amount of damages the family 
sought.

Randolph Health had no comment.
Staley, who was 47, had a low heart rate and 

fainted while coming home from work on June 
14, 2017, and had been taken by ambulance to 
Randolph Hospital. He lived within a three-min-
ute drive of the Asheboro facility, Lile-King said.

“He initially got great treatment,” she said. 
“He was put on a pacer,” a temporary device to 
stimulate the heart.

Randolph Hospital contacted the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill Medical Center 
and planned to have Staley taken there for sur-
gery to implant a pacemaker, a procedure that 
wasn’t available at Randolph Hospital, Lile-King 
said.

Staley was kept on the pacer for several hours 
while waiting for a bed to open at UNC Medical 
Center.

A doctor ordered an X-ray of Staley’s chest, 
and he was taken to the radiology department, 
Lile-King said.

Randolph 
Health loses 

lawsuit
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A Randolph County 
man was sentenced last 
week to at least 22 years 
in prison after being 
convicted of charges in 
an attack seven years 
ago on a 4-year-old child 
that left the boy perma-
nently disabled.

Keayone  Murphy, 
37, was convicted of of 
felonious child abuse 
and assault with a dead-
ly weapon infl icting 
serious injur y after a 
trial in Randolph Coun-
ty Superior Court that 

took three days. The 
jur y rendered its ver-
dict after deliberating 
for 35 minutes, Assistant 
District Attorney Walt 
Jones said.

Murphy was accused 
of battering the child 
on Oct. 5, 2016, at a 
house in Asheboro that 
he shared with his girl-
friend at the time. Jones 
said that Murphy beat 
the boy with a belt and 
his hands before throw-
ing the child down a 
flight of stairs.

The child was taken 

to Brenner Children’s 
Hospital in Winston-Sa-
lem for injuries that 
included brain swelling 
and bleeding around 
the brain, the Asheboro 
Police Department said 
at the time.

The boy suffered per-
manent injuries, includ-
ing losing 75% of his 
vision and a significant 
amount of his mental 
acuity, Jones said.

The prosecution of 
the case was delayed 
because Murphy dis-
missed several attor-

neys and because all 
trials were put on hold 
for a time amid the coro-
navirus pandemic, Jones 
said.

MAN ARRESTED ON 

MULTIPLE FELONY 

CHARGES

A man who was want-
ed for arrest in four 
counties on multiple fel-
ony charges was arrest-
ed Saturday.

After the ar rest of 
Garland Layzella York 
Jr., 50, a subsequent 
search found that he 

had narcotics and drug 
paraphernalia, the Ran-
dolph County Sherif f ’s 
Of fice said. York was 
taken to the Randolph 
C o u n t y  D e t e n t i o n 
Center, where he was 
ser ved the outstand-
ing warrants for arrest: 
from Guilford County, 
three counts of felony 
habitual larceny; from 
Davidson County, felony 
habitual larceny; from 
Forsyth County, felony 
habitual larceny; and 
from Randolph County, 
felony habitual larce-

ny, felony breaking and 
entering, two counts of 
felony larceny and two 
counts of felony posses-
sion of stolen goods.

He also was charged 
with felony possession 
of heroin, felony posses-
sion of cocaine and mis-
demeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia. His 
bond was set at $90,000 
secured.

2 ARRESTED ON 

DRUG CHARGES

In separate searches, 

Man sentenced 12 years in brutal attack on child
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“An X-ray tech came 
into the room and took 
him off the pacer,” Lile-
King said. “He was off 
the pacer for seven min-

utes. Their daughter 
told the technician that 
he wasn’t supposed to 
unhook the pacer, and 
the tech said, ‘I know 
what I’m doing.’ ”

Staley died around 
midnight the same day.

The lawsuit, filed four 
years ago against Ran-

dolph Health by Staley’s 
widow and their three 
adult  chi ldren,  said 
that Randolph Health 
failed to properly train 
X-ray technicians on 
the use of pacers and 
that Staley’s pacer was 
removed improperly, 
Lile-King said.

LAWSUIT
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two men were found 
Monday to have drugs 
with them, the Ran-
dolph County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Deputies conduct-
ed a traffic stop in the 
area of Mendenhall 
Road and Sherrie Drive 
in Trinity, and during 
a subsequent search 
found that the backseat 
passenger, Alekaniz 
Qwabe Coleman, 21, 
had mari juana and 
fentanyl, the sherif f ’s 
office said.

He was charged with 
felony possession of 
marijuana, felony pos-
session of a Schedule 
I controlled substance 
and misdemeanor pos-
session of drug par-
aphernalia. His bond 
was set at  $75,000 
secured.

T h e  d r i v e r  w a s 
issued a citation for 
driving while license 
revoked and a stop 
sign violation.

In an unrelated inci-
dent,  deputies saw 
an unconscious man 
in the driver’s seat of 
a vehicle parked at 
the edge of a store’s 
parking lot on U.S. 64 

West, Asheboro, and 
checked on him.

After he was awak-
ened, a search of the 
car found methamphet-
amine, cocaine and 
drug paraphernalia.

Michael Shane Wray, 
53, was charged with 
felony possession with 
intent to manufacture, 
sell or deliver a Sched-
ule II controlled sub-
stance, felony posses-
sion of cocaine, misde-
meanor possession of a 
Schedule IV controlled 
substance and misde-
meanor possession of 
dr ug paraphernalia. 
His bond was set at 
$100,000 secured.

ATTACK
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A s h e b o r o  H i g h 
School senior Nicolas 
Chavez made a beeline 
for the Photographic 
Technology building.

“I ’m taking year-
book classes, and I 
changed my schedule 
to get in both semes-
ters because I love it so 
much,” he said, noting 
that sports photogra-

phy is his favorite. “I’m 
most definitely looking 
at this as a career, and 
this is one of the best 
community colleges for 
photography.

“I’m interested in 
everything. I just love 
capturing stuf f when 
i t ’s  happening and 
reviewing it later — ‘I 
was there; I took that.’ 
It’s just a good feeling.”

RCC first-year stu-
dent Ronald Sudduth 
decided to come to 
the Randolph NEXT 

job fair, which boast-
ed more than 40 busi-
nesses, to explore job 
opportunities.

“I thought it’d be 
interesting because I’m 
looking for a full-time 
job,” he said. “I’m real-
ly thinking of doing a 
trade next year. I was 
looking for something 
to do with my hands 
like machining or engi-
neering. I’m leaning 
towards something to 
do with electricity.”

NEXT
FROM PAGE A1

Photo courtesy of RCC

Radiography Department head Anna Phillips shows an X-ray to visiting 
students.

Photo courtesy of RCC

Agribusiness Technology Department head Derrick Cockman, left, helps Provi-
dence Grove High School senior Haley Foust find her next information session.
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A T A L A I A  D O 
NORTE, Brazil — Bra-
zilian federal agents 
aboard three helicopters 
descended on an illegal 
mining site on Tuesday 
in the Amazon rainfor-
est. They were met with 
gunfire, and the shoot-
ers escaped, leaving 
behind an increasingly 
familiar find for author-
ities: Starlink internet 
units.

Starlink, a division of 
Elon Musk’s SpaceX, 
has almost 4,000 low-or-
bit satellites across the 
skies, connecting peo-
ple in remote corners 
of the Amazon and pro-
viding a crucial advan-
tage to Ukrainian forces 
on the battlefield. The 
lightweight, high-speed 
internet system has also 
proved a new and valu-
able tool for Brazil’s ille-
gal miners, with reliable 
ser vice for coordinat-
ing logistics, receiving 
advance warning of law 
enforcement raids and 
making payments with-
out flying back to the 
city.

Agents from the Bra-
z i l i a n  e n v i r o n m e n t 
agency’s special inspec-
tion group and the fed-
eral  highway police 
rapid response group 
on Tuesday found one 
Starlink terminal up 
and running next to a 
pit, an officer who par-
ticipated in the raid told 
The Associated Press. 
He spoke on condition 
of anonymity over con-
cerns for his personal 
safety.

They also seized mer-
cury, gold and ammuni-
tion, and destroyed fuel 
and other equipment 
used by miners in an 
area known as Ouro Mil, 
controlled by Brazil´s 
most feared criminal 
organization, known as 
the First Command of 
the Capital, according to 
federal investigations.

Since taking of fice 
this year, President Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva has 
sought to crack down 

on environmental viola-
tions, particularly illegal 
mining in Yanomami 
land, Brazil’s largest 
Indigenous territor y. 
In recent years, an esti-
mated 20,000 prospec-
tors contaminated vital 
waterways with mercu-
ry used to separate gold. 
They have disr upted 
traditional Indigenous 
life, brought disease and 
caused widespread fam-
ine.

T h e  e n v i r o n m e n t 
a g e n c y,  k n o w n  a s 
Ibama, has seized seven 
Starlink terminals in 
Yanomami land over 
the past five weeks, the 
agency’s press of fice 
said.

Illegal miners have 
long used satellite inter-
net to communicate and 
coordinate, but until 
now that entailed send-
ing a technician, usu-
ally by plane, to install 
a heavy, fixed antenna 
that cannot be carried 
of f when mining sites 
move or are raided. And 
the connection was slow 
and unstable, especially 
on rainy days.

Starlink — which first 
became available in 
Brazil last year and has 
spread rapidly — solved 
those problems. Instal-
lation is do-it-yourself, 
the equipment works 
even on the move, speed 
is as fast as in Brazil´s 
large cities and it works 
during storms.

Star l ink has  long 
viewed the Amazon as 
an oppor tunity. That 
was underscored by 
Musk’s visit to Brazil 
last May, when he met 
with then-President Jair 
Bolsonaro.

“Super exci ted to 
be in Brazil for launch 
of Starlink for 19,000 
unconnected schools in 
rural areas & environ-
mental monitoring of 
Amazon,” Musk tweeted 
at the time.

That  pro ject  wi th 
the government hasn’t 
advanced,  however. 
SpaceX and the com-
munications ministr y 
haven’t signed any con-
tract, and only three 

terminals were installed 
in Amazon schools for 
a 12-month trial peri-
od, the ministry’s press 
office said in an emailed 
response to questions.

Never theless, Star-
link has taken off in the 
region and begun usher-
ing in change.

In Atalaia do Norte, 
on the western reaches 
of the Brazilian Amazon 
near the borders with 
Per u and Colombia, 
Rubeney de Castro Alves 
installed Starlink at his 
hotel in December. Now, 
he can make bank trans-
fers and conduct video 
calls. He even star ted 
bingeing Netflix.

“There are so many 
new things to watch that 
I’m not even sleeping,” 
Alves said, chuckling.

His son once flew 
all the way to Manaus, 
the state capital 1,140 
kilometers (708 miles) 
away, just to negotiate 
with a group of tour-
ists via conference call. 
Today, internet at his 
11-room hotel in Atalaia 
do Norte is more reli-
able than in Manaus, 
and he bought a second 
terminal for his tour 
boat to enable commu-
nications on its 10-day 
voyages, Alves said.

With high demand for 
internet, dozens of the 
riverside town’s 21,000 
residents flock to Alves’ 
hotel each day. Its bal-
cony is a meeting point 
for teenagers who spend 
hours playing online 
games on their phones.

“It made a revolution 
in our city,” Alves said.

A wor ld  away,  in 
Ukraine, Starlink has 
yielded advantages on 
the battlefield in its war 
with Russia.

Ukraine has received 
some 24,000 Starlink ter-
minals that allow contin-
ued internet in the most 
vulnerable regions of 
the southeast even amid 
ongoing Russian shell-
ing. In large Ukrainian 
cities, authorities have 
set up “points of resil-
ience” that of fer free 
internet along with hot 
beverages.

Musk brought internet 
to Brazil’s Amazon. 
Criminals love it.
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