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Independent Home provides the
highest-grade walk-in bathtubs at the
most affordable prices. We are factory
direct, family business that does
everything under one roof. Our end-to-
end business offers free consultations,
product selection, installation, and
service, all backed by a lifetime
warranty. Purchase with confidence
from Independent Home.

• Rain Head Shower + Heated Seat Options
• Reduce aches and pains with hydrotherapy
• Safety features: low door,
comfort seat & more

• 1-Day installation
• No Nonsense LifetimeWarranty
• Low financing options available

Contact Us For a FREE Consultation & Estimate

https://IndependentHome.com/NewYear

CALL 743-224-4097

2022 New Year Special

$2,000 OFF
HYDROTHERAPY WALK-IN BATH TUBS

AH-0001440540-01

The families of nine victims of the
2012 shooting at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School agreed to a $73 million set-
tlement of a lawsuit against gun maker
Remington. The civil court case in Con-
necticut focused on how the fi�rearm
used by the Newtown shooter was mar-
keted, alleging it targeted younger, at-
risk males in marketing and product
placement in violent video games.
Remington had argued there was no ev-

idence to establish that its marketing
had anything to do with the shooting.

The case has been watched by gun-
control advocates, gun-rights sup-
porters and gun manufacturers across
the country because it has the potential
to provide a map for victims of other
mass shootings to sue the makers of
fi�rearms.

A parent walks away from the Sandy Hook Elementary School with her children after a shooting Dec. 14, 2012, in
Newtown, Conn. FRANK BECERRA JR. VIA AP

Sandy Hook settlement

Families of school shooting victims agree to $73M in suit focused on marketing tactics

See full story, Page 6A

“Today is not about

honoring our son Benjamin.

Today is about how and why

Ben died.”
Francine Wheeler, mother of 6-year-old who
was killed in the Sandy Hook Elementary School
shooting

The Presidential Award for Excel-
lence in Mathematics found its way to
Randolph County thanks to the eff�orts
of Archdale teacher Sarah Remery, this
year’s recipient of the prestigious

award. 
A fourth-grade teacher at Trindale

Elementary School, Remery is one of
two teachers within the state to receive
the Presidential Award in North Caroli-
na this year. Nominated by a supervisor,
Remery said receiving the award is an
honor. 

“Last week, out of nowhere, I found
out I was the presidential awardee,”
Remery said. 

“I was named as the math teacher. I
really just couldn’t believe it. I was hon-
ored to be a state fi�nalist, at the very
least, then to know that my lesson and

work was picked, it was a huge honor.” 
A Georgia native, Remery found her

way to North Carolina while in pursuit of
a teaching career. 

“I grew up in Georgia and after I grad-
uated there was a bit of a teaching reces-
sion,” Remery said. “North Carolina
schools start a little later than Georgia
schools and they still had positions
open. I just went on a whim and went to
North Carolina for a full-time position.” 

The entirety of her teaching career
has focused on the fourth grade. She
started in Thomasville before making
the move to Randolph County.

“I don’t think I realized it was going to
be my new home but it has (become
that),” Remery said. 

While she currently works as a gener-
al instructor, there was a time when her
primary focus was teaching fourth-
grade math and science. 

Prior to teaching and winning awards
in mathematics, Remery said math was
one of the subjects she found most diffi�-
cult. She said the encouragement she
received from multiple teachers not
only gave her the confi�dence to succeed 

Local educator receives national award
Archdale teacher 
one of two in NC to get
presidential honor

See AWARD, Page 2A

Dean-Paul Stephens
Asheboro Courier-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

RALEIGH – More litigation on vot-
ing, redistricting and race reached
North Carolina’s Supreme Court on
Monday, as justices began deciding if
two constitutional amendments
should be struck down because law-
makers who put them on the ballot
were elected thanks to distorted dis-
trict boundaries.

The state Supreme Court heard oral
arguments in a lawsuit that alleges
amendments to the North Carolina
Constitution mandating photo voter
identifi�cation and lowering the maxi-
mum possible income tax rate and ap-
proved by voters in November 2018
should be voided.

The state NAACP, the lawsuit plain-
tiff�, says that the Republican-con-
trolled legislature lacked authority to
create the referendums because federal
courts had declared nearly 30 districts
used in 2016 elections were unlawful
racial gerrymanders Legislators elected
in 2016, however, were allowed to re-
main in their elected positions until the
next General Assembly elections in
2018. Districts covering well over 100 of
the 170 General Assembly seats were
redrawn by then.

Still, the legislature agreed in 2018 to
six constitutional referendums, four of
which voters passed. The NAACP ulti-
mately targeted the voter ID and in-
come tax questions, saying that since
the General Assembly at the time had
been illegally constituted, the amend-
ments were unlawfully on the ballot 

VOTING, TAX
AMENDMENTS

State
justices
examine
legality 

See JUSTICES, Page 2A

Gary D. Robertson 
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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academically but to pursue teaching
herself.

“I went to private school, at fi�rst,”
Remery said. “I ended up falling be-
hind when I went to public school and I
had several math teachers that really
worked with me and helped to get me
caught up ... and fostered my love for
math. Thanks to the really good teach-
ers that I had, I knew this was some-
thing I wanted to do for other students
as well.” 

Harriett Gillham, was one of those
teachers. Remery said Gillum not only
helped her as a student, but she was
also the one that suggested she start
her career in North Carolina. 

Gillham said she is proud, but not
surprised to hear Remery was honored
for her teaching. 

“She was impressive from a young
age,” Gillham said, adding that Remery
often helped her fellow classmates.
“I’m not surprised that she turned out
to be an outstanding teacher.” 

Ultimately, Remery said she wants
to have the same impact on her stu-
dents as Gillum had on her. She added
that it’s important to recognize teach-
ers for their work. 

“Teaching is that job where you
have to do so much prep work,” Rem-
ery said. “It’s the one job that I have to
make sure every portion of the job is
done. To be recognized for doing a
great job is a wonderful thing and I
don’t think teachers get a lot of recog-
nition. If you’re not in the school, if
you’re not in the classroom it’s diffi�cult
to recognize everything the job en-
tails.” 

Follow Dean-Paul Stephens on
Twitter @DeanPEStephens. If you
have tips, send an email to dste-
phens@gannett.com.

Award
Continued from Page 1A

Sarah Remery recently won the
Presidential Award for Excellence in
Mathematics, making her one of two
teachers throughout the state to
receive the honor. PROVIDED PHOTO

and should be canceled. 
A trial judge agreed in early 2019 that

the General Assembly had exceeded its
authority to place the referendums on
the ballot and struck down the amend-
ments. A split state Court of Appeals
panel overturned that ruling in 2020,
however, saying such a standard would
allow anyone to challenge any conven-
tional legislation approved by a major-
ity of lawmakers, causing chaos and
confusion. 

Constitutional amendments are dif-
ferent than regular legislation in North
Carolina – they need support from
three-fi�fths of the members of each leg-
islative chamber to go on the ballot and
aren’t subject to gubernatorial veto.
The NAACP says the gerrymandering
helped Republicans gain those super-
majorities.

Kym Hunter, an attorney represent-

ing the NAACP, said her client is seeking
narrow relief – the declaration that legis-
lators lost the ability to propose referen-
dums to the constitution, which are ef-
fectively impossible to remove if ap-
proved. 

“The will of the people was not being
refl�ected in those (gerrymandered) dis-
tricts,” Hunter told the justices. “It is
within this court’s power, of course, to set
clear, manageable standards and make
very clear that it is distinguishing be-
tween regular legislation and constitu-
tional amendments.” 

Martin Warf, a lawyer representing top
legislative leaders who were sued, said
the 2017-18 General Assembly had not
lost its sovereignty. Otherwise, Warf said,
there would have been no method by
which constitutional amendments could
have been put on the ballot until lawmak-
ers elected from replacement maps were
seated in early 2019. There is no citizen
initiative process in North Carolina to
change the constitution.

“The relief plaintiff� seeks striking two
constitutional amendments is unprece-

dented and wrong,” Warf said, adding
that “the General Assembly never lost its
authority to act, and its acts are not sub-
ject to an institutional attack.”

Just 10 days ago, the Supreme Court
ruled 4-3 that congressional and legisla-
tive districts approved by the Republi-
can-controlled legislature for the next
decade were illegal partisan gerryman-
ders and must be redrawn by this Friday.
The ruling was split by political affi�li-
ation, with the registered Democrats on
the court comprising the majority. 

Six of the seven justices hearing the
case asked questions during Monday’s
arguments. A ruling may not be known
for months. 

The procedures to approve the
amendments, rather than their contents,
are the focus of the arguments. But
should the amendments be struck down,
Republicans who have been in charge of
the legislature since 2011 would suff�er
setbacks to emboss their policy prescrip-
tions into the constitution.

The GOP has tried unsuccessfully to
keep voter ID on the books, while the

NAACP has fought to block it. A federal
appeals court struck down a 2013 ID re-
quirement, declaring it disproportionate-
ly harmed Black voters. Two other law-
suits challenging current voter ID rules
are pending. The income tax amendment
caps the rate at 7%, down from 10%. The
current individual rate is 4.99%. 

One of the justices – Republican Phil
Berger Jr. – is the son of Senate leader
Phil Berger, a named defendant in the
case. The NAACP asked that the younger
Berger be recused from the case, citing
what it called an obvious confl�ict. But
Berger Jr. declined to step aside, saying
his father was named in his offi�cial ca-
pacity only, and the lawsuit was truly
against the state.

Associate Justice Anita Earls, a regis-
tered Democrat elected to the court in
2018, was a lawyer in the earlier legisla-
tive redistricting case cited in the lawsuit.
At the time, Earls and a colleague warned
it was possible actions taken by lawmak-
ers “without being elected from legal dis-
tricts could be subject to challenge under
state law.”

Justices
Continued from Page 1A

WASHINGTON – Not even a deploy-
ment to the Middle East could have
prepared 1st Lt. Nikki Flynn of the Min-
nesota National Guard for her latest
mission: assisting at a nursing home as
the COVID-19 pandemic relentlessly
wears down medical staff�s.

Working as a nursing assistant often
means checking vital signs, bathing
residents, cleaning their rooms and
gathering medical supplies, mundane
tasks perhaps but crucial to keeping
patients healthy and safe at a time
when caregivers are in short supply. For
Flynn, it has been a diff�erent kind of
rescue mission.

“It’s not anything that I’ve ever
done,” she told USA TODAY. “I’ve never
thought of myself in a health fi�eld posi-
tion, as a health care worker.”

For most Americans used to seeing
National Guard troops helping evacu-
ate residents from fl�oods, patrolling the
U.S. border or keeping the peace to pre-
vent rioting, soldiers sent to nursing
homes might seem out of place. But a
pandemic that has killed more than
900,000 Americans also fi�ts the bill as
a crisis demanding an army of re-
sponders.

“(One) mission they’re deployed for
is natural disasters, and certainly a
pandemic of this magnitude is a natu-
ral disaster,” said Andrew Natsios, ex-
ecutive professor of international af-
fairs at the Bush School of Government
and Public Service at Texas A&M Uni-
versity.

The deployment of National Guard
members in Minnesota and in other
states comes as health care facilities
nationwide face a desperate staffi�ng
crunch amid the pandemic. Workers
are burnt out by long hours, contracting
the virus themselves or even quitting in
objection to vaccine mandates.

Flynn is just one of more than 500
airmen and soldiers in the Minnesota
National Guard who have been trained
as nursing assistants at the request of
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, a Democrat.
The guard is working with 16 colleges
across the state to train guard mem-
bers, often with no health care experi-
ence, to help address major staffi�ng
shortages at nursing homes.

It’s not just Minnesota. The gover-
nors of several states, including Wis-
consin, Delaware, Ohio, New York and
Colorado, also have used the National
Guard to assist nursing homes. Mean-
while, President Joe Biden sent mili-
tary medical teams to hospitals in Ohio,
Michigan, Rhode Island, New Jersey,
New York and New Mexico in January.

The National Guard Bureau said that
as of Jan. 31, more than 19,600 guard
members have supported COVID-19
operations nationwide. Their duties
range from testing and swabbing to
personal protective equipment distri-
bution and food bank support.

In August, the Pentagon ordered all

members of the U.S. military to get vac-
cinated against COVID-19. Army guards-
men have until June to do so, according
to the Department of Defense.

“There’s just this critical need for
nursing assistants, not only in Minneso-
ta but in the country,” said Traci Krause,
dean of the School of Nursing, Health
Sciences and Wellness at Minneapolis
Community and Technical College.
“When you’ve got the guard who are
highly trained, they’re nearly all fully
vaccinated, they’re just potentially a
great group of people to get trained (as)
nursing assistants (and) be able to pro-
vide some support to the workforce.”

Lt. Col. Brian Douty, the offi�cer in
charge of Minnesota National Guard’s
COVID Joint Task Force, said it’s a mis-
sion few had encountered before.

“It was an eye-opener, I would say, for
a lot of the soldiers going into the long-
term-care facilities” to realize how much
certifi�ed nursing assistants do for overall
patient care, he said.

Flynn said her experience at the nurs-
ing home made her realize just how diffi�-
cult the pandemic has been on medical
staff�s.

“They do a lot of work for these resi-
dents,” she said. “So to be able to ... help
out the health care workers that are
there by taking off� a little bit of their
workload, so they’re able to spend more
time with the residents as well, has been
rewarding.”

Training standards vary

For the Minnesota National Guard,
the state’s 75-hour certifi�ed nursing as-
sistant training program is condensed.

“It is the exact same college and
schooling that a civilian would get pro-
vided. We just did it in a compressed
timeline – between seven and 10 days to
get it done – to meet the governor’s in-
tent to get into a facility as fast as pos-
sible,” Douty said.

In Minnesota, CNAs must take a certi-
fi�cation exam to be placed on the state
Health Department’s Nursing Assistant
Registry and work in a facility, meaning
guard members had to pass that exam at
the end of their training.

In contrast, Wisconsin National
Guard members didn’t have to pass ex-
ams; the Wisconsin Department of
Health Services allows properly trained
people to serve as nursing aides, with
supervision, without certifi�cation for up
to 120 days after the start of their train-
ing. 

Capt. H. Howey said the Wisconsin
National Guard has off�ered to help guard
members who are interested in becom-
ing certifi�ed nursing aides by paying for
the testing. 

COVID-19 batters 
nursing home staffs 

Nursing homes were already facing a
staffi�ng crunch before the pandemic –
and especially the highly contagious
omicron variant – accelerated the

shrinking of their workforce.
“The unique thing about long-term

care is that you’ve got (an) imbalance in
supply and demand,” said Lisa Sanders,
director of media relations at Leadin-
gAge, an association of nonprofi�t aging
service providers, including nursing
homes. 

According to PHI, an advocacy group
for direct care workers, the caregiver
support ratio – which compares work-
ing-age adults ages 18 to 64 with people
ages 85 and older – is predicted to de-
cline by 2060. In 2016, there were 31
working-age adults for every person age
85 and older, but that ratio is projected to
drop to 12-to-1 by 2060.

The omicron variant, specifi�cally, is
more infectious than previous coronavi-
rus variants. For nursing home residents
and staff�, who were some of the fi�rst to
get vaccinated in the country, the variant
has been devastating. 

During the week of Jan. 17, nursing
homes in the U.S. reported 41,966 cases
among residents and 52,889 cases
among staff�, almost 10 times the number
of corresponding cases for residents and
staff� during the week of Dec. 13. In Min-
nesota, congregate care settings report-
ed more than 1,000 cases among resi-
dents during the week of Jan. 9 com-
pared with fewer than 200 cases just
three weeks earlier.

“What we’re hearing from members is
it’s just incredibly challenging to get
people to apply for these jobs,” Sanders
said, because of low wages and a robust
labor market, in which nursing homes
often can’t off�er the same fl�exibility as
other employers. 

Guard members who are receiving
nursing assistant training can either
change employment or pursue a career
as a CNA, which Douty said is the case
for about a dozen members in the Min-
nesota National Guard.

“I do know of at least fi�ve soldiers or
airmen that actually have already gained
employment from the long-term-care
facility (where they were deployed) be-
cause they’ve been certifi�ed as a CNA,”
he said, adding one lieutenant is apply-
ing for nursing school after her mission.

‘It makes me feel honored’

Flynn, the Minnesota National Guard
member, said serving as a nursing assis-
tant has been her most meaningful and
rewarding experience in the guard.

“I feel like I’m doing more and being
able to give back and help out people
more,” she said.

When Flynn fi�rst arrived at Birch-
wood Health Care Center – the second
facility she was assigned to – she met a
resident who had diffi�culty walking.

“He had been missing out because he
lacked mobility,” she said.

Flynn helped him attend therapy ses-
sions and supported and encouraged
him as he improved his walking. The res-
ident even ended up winning at bingo
night after she encouraged him to at-
tend. 

National Guard gets the call from overwhelmed hospitals
Courtney Degen
USA TODAY
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