
Unit Text Writing Assignment Grammar Focus 

1 The Declaration of Independence (1776 
Excerpted)

2 From: "The Autobiography" Benjamin 
Franklin (1776  Excerpted)

3 A Soldier for the Crown/From the U.S. 
Constitution: The Bill of Rights/Lean In

4 Letter to John Adams/Common Sense 
(1776  Excerpted)

5 Thomas Jefferson: The Best of 
Enemies/Common Sense (1776 

6 One Today/Common Sense

7 Speech to the Virginia 
Convention/Common Sense 

8 From Poor Richard's Almanack/Research 
Paper

9 Research Paper/On Being Brought from 
Africa/Sympathy

10 Scarlet Letter /Runagate, Runagate

11 Incidents from the Life of a Slave Girl/An 
Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge 

12 Letter to Sarah Ballou/From Hospital 
Sketches

13 Billy Budd /The Artillery Man's Vision

14 Aftermath of the Civil War/Building the 
Transcontinental Railroad

15
16
17

18 Argument Paper/Declaration of 
Sentiments

19 Speech to American Equal Rights 
Association

20 To Build a Fire 

How are the consequences of 
character actions in "Gatsby" the 

result of a changing real and 
fictional world? 

21 The Lowest Animal 

22 Fourth Industrial Revolution/Ode to 
Cheese Fries 

23 The Story of an Hour/Write a Short Story
24 The Jungle/Food Product Design

25 The Men in the Storm/The Cremation of 
Sam McGee

26
27
28
29 Chicago/Literary Analysis

30 A Rose for Emily (The Things They Carried 
independently)

31 Universe as Primal Scream/Mending Wall 
(The Things They Carried  independently)

32 They Called Us Enemy (The Things They 
Carried  independently)

33
34
35
36
37
38
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Crucible 

Spring Break

Unit 5: America 
Transformed: An Age of 

Realism

Unit 6: Modern and 
Contemporary Voices

Literary Argument:  1. Do our 
dreams inherently have limits, or are 
these imposed on us by our cultures 
and experiences? 2. Is being true to 
one's self necessary to become a full-

fledged adult and citizen, or does 
compromise of one's self have the 

opportunity to bear fruit for the 
greater good of our society?

Colon and Semicolons 
and Dialogue

Fall Break 

Unit 2: Building a Democracy

Unit 4: The Quest for 
Freedom

Hyphenation and 
Standard English

Balanced 
Sentences/Quotation 

Marks
Argumentative: Write an argument 

for publication in a blog, newspaper, 
or magazine. Identify a current 

barrier to self-determination. Then, 
specify a solution to the problem so 
that self-determination is possible 

for more members of society. 
Their Eyes Were Watching God

Use Semicolons
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Research Paper: Write a research 
paper on the foundations of 

democracy. Explain how America’s 
founding documents, government 
structure, or shared fundamental 
principles facilitated a system of 

shared power and alliances. (3 text 
sources + 3 outside sources)

Parallel Structure Subject 
Verb Agreement

Active and Passive Voice
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Misplaced Modifiers/ 
Vary Syntax

Prepositions and 
Prepositional 

Phrases/Dashes
The Great Gatsby

Use Coordinating 
Conjunctions
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Syntax/Anaphora and 
Parallelism

Using ideas, information, and 
examples from multiple texts in this 

unit, write a fictional short story 
aimed at your age group.

Effective Sentences

Winter Break
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