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Minutes for Regular Called Meeting
Pope County CUSD #1
Board of Education
J.H. Hobbs Memorial Library
October 16, 2025 7:00 p.m.

Meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by President Aly and the following members were present: Slavin, Fatheree, Jeffords, Kizziar, Simmons, Schuchardt, and Aly. 
Motion was made by Kizziar and seconded by Jeffords to approve the agenda. Roll call vote: all ayes. 
Motion was made by Simmons and seconded by Fatheree to approve the consent agenda including the following: 1) Approve Minutes of Board Meeting on 9/25/25; 2) Approve Closed Session Minutes; 3) Approve Bills for Payment; 4) Accept Financial Reports; 5) Approve Zeller Door Project: 1st Payment; and 6) Accept Notice of Resignation for Candice Lemon. With no further comments, roll call vote: all ayes.
Under Administrative reports, Mrs. Allen stated: 1) Pep Rally was held on October 3rd for our JH baseball team; 2) Jr. High boys and girls basketball is underway; 3) Pre-K screenings were held on October 6th and they attended the Johnston City Pumpkin Patch on Oct 15; 4) Book fair ended on October 9th; 5) Amazon give-away and fire drill with the fire department were held on October 8th; 6) Parent-Teacher Conferences were held on October 9th, teachers were very appreciative of the cinnamon rolls donated by Casey Slavin and lunch catered by the district; 7) 1st Quarter Attendance Incentive will be held this month; 8) 3-5 grades went to Fort Massac on October 17th; 8) Mr. Ditterlines’ Science Club will give a pumpkin demonstration on October 29th; 9) Veteran’s Day Program is scheduled for Monday, November 10 at 9:30am for grades K-5; and 10) Current enrollment is at 291.
Mr. Graves reported:1) Ms. Sheyann and husband Timmy Broadway welcomed their son Caston Broadway into this world on October 7th, with a big thanks to the staff members who have stepped in to help out; 2) October 8th was the end of the 1st Quarter. Report cards were mailed out; 3) Conducted a fire drill with the local fire department on October 8th; 4) Parent-Teacher Conferences were held October 9th and went well; 5) The faculty attended the fall conference at Eldorado on October 10th; 6) Seniors have placed cap and gown orders with Josten’s; 7) Sophomores have ordered class rings; 8) October 16th was FAFSA hosted by SIC; 8) GEC Cross Country meet was held at Lake Glendale on October 16th; 9) Ms. Hall took four students to “Coats for Kids” at Harrisburg Wal-Mart; 10) The National Convention for FFA will be held October 28-31 and 16 students and sponsors will be attending; and 11) Current enrollment is 136.
 Mr. Fritch reported: 1) Getting a building committee together to finalize what upcoming work will need to be done with the Maintenance Grant; 2) Septic work is done; 3) Roof project is in the design phase, discussed possibly increasing the bond to include updating the Jr. High, intermediate, and elementary gym restrooms; and 4) Preconstruction on the elementary gym doors will start the week of November 17th, with majority of the work being done the week of Thanksgiving break, and finishing smaller details when students return.
Board Member Jeffords asked if we had anymore information on solar panels on the roof? President Aly replied that she is having trouble getting the email to go through. Member Kizziar mentioned last time solar was discussed the electrical on the roof would have to be updated before moving forward with the panels. Member Slavin asked if there were still tax credits available. Member Kizziar stated that they are supposed to end this year. 
With no further reports or questions a motion was made to enter closed session for the purpose of personnel performance, procedures, and employment. Motion was made by Simmons and seconded by Slavin. Roll call vote: all ayes. Board entered closed session at 7:29 pm.
Motion to return to regular session was made by Jeffords and seconded by Slavin. Roll call vote: all ayes. Returned to regular session at 8:11 pm.
Motion to adopt the Press Policy Update as presented was made by Schuchardt and seconded by Kizziar. Roll call vote: all ayes.  
Motion to approve the Southern 7 Lease agreement as presented was made by Simmons and seconded by Kizziar. Roll call vote: all ayes. 
Motion to hire Brooklyn Cummins for Jr. High Girls Assistant Basketball Coach was made by Kizziar and seconded by Fatheree. Roll call vote: all ayes.
Motion to post for an Instructional Aide was made by Simmons and seconded by Kizziar. Roll call vote: all ayes. 
The Board received a cash donation request from Project Graduation. After discussion, members decided to continue to support this event how they have in the previous years. They will provide transportation and facility usage. 
Under Other School Business, Mr. Fritch mentioned the auditor (per ISBE) asked us to change how we pay our lease on our copiers. They will now be paid out of debt services instead of the education fund.  
With no further business, meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m. with the next regular scheduled meeting to be held on Tuesday, November 18, 2025 at 7:00 pm in the J.H. Hobbs Memorial Library. 
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