
Virtual Regular School Board Meetings, June 28, 2021                                              Page 1 
 

LAKE RIDGE SCHOOLS 

A moment of silence was observed. 

The Mission statement was recited. 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Mr. Johnson called the meeting to order. 

Mr. Johnson called a roll call:  Mr. Evans, Mrs. Osteen, Mr. Diehl, Mr. Buckley and Mr. 
Johnson was present.  The Superintendent was present. 

Administrators present: Mrs. Trevino, Mr. Wilkerson, and Ms. Kuntarich. 

 This is a Virtual Meeting of the Board of School Trustees of the Lake Ridge New Tech 
Schools, Lake County Indiana, June 28, 2021 at 6:04 PM, via the Zoom Virtual 
Application.  

Claims   Mr. Evans moved to consider the attached Accounts Payable Vouchers, the May 28, 
2021 payroll for payment, and the June 25, 2021 payroll for payment.  Mrs. Osteen 
seconded.   

        Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye, Mrs.  
        Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl – aye, Mr. Buckley - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes and 0 –  
        nays, motion carried. 
 

Treasurer  Mr. Evans moved to consider the Treasurer Report as of April 30, 2021.  Mrs.  
Report  Osteen seconded. 

        Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye, Mrs.  
        Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl – aye, Mr. Buckley - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes and 0 –  

  nays, motion carried. 
   
Treasurer  Mrs. Osteen moved to consider the First Midwest Athletic Complex Donations Fund  
Report  Treasurer Report as of April 30, 2021.  Mr. Diehl seconded. 

        Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye, Mrs.  
        Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl – aye, Mr. Buckley - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes and 0 –  

  nays, motion carried. 
 
Treasurer  Mr. Evans moved to consider the First Midwest Self Insurance Fund Treasurer  
Report  Report as of April 30, 2021.  Mrs. Osteen seconded. 

        Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye, Mrs.  
        Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl – aye, Mr. Buckley - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes and 0 –  

  nays, motion carried. 
 
Minutes  Mr. Evans moved to consider the minutes of the June 14, 2021 virtual school  
   board meeting.  Mr. Diehl seconded. 

        Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye, Mrs.  
        Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl – aye, Mr. Buckley - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes and 0 –  

                   nays, motion carried.     
 

Professional Development 
 

  Nothing to report  
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Leave/Resignation/Employment 
 

  All new employment to Lake Ridge New Tech Schools is contingent upon  
  a cleared expanded Criminal History Background Check within 30 days  
  and a cleared Expanded Child Protection Index Check within 60 days of  
  effective date.  IC 20-26-2-1.5 and IC 20-26-2-1.3 
   
  Recommend accepting Susan Cassady’s resignation from the Title I  
  Paraprofessional position at Longfellow New Tech Elementary School effective  
  June 17, 2021. 
 
  Recommended accepting Angelina Maine’s resignation from the 5th grade  
  teaching position at Lake Ridge New Tech Middle School effective June 17, 2021. 
 
  Recommended accepting Kari Nelson’s resignation from the Physical Education  
  Teacher at Calumet New Tech High School effective June 17, 2021. 
 
  Recommended accepting Kristin Mantta’s resignation from the Title I  
  Paraprofessional position at Lake Ridge New Tech Middle School effective May  
  28, 2021. 
 
  Dr. Shirley recommended approval of leaves/resignations/employment items. 

 
  Mr. Diehl moved.  Mr. Evans seconded.   
 

   Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye, Mrs.  
      Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl – aye, Mr. Buckley - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes and 0 –  

  nays, motion carried. 
  

New Business 
 
Contract Recommended approving renewing the contract between Lake Ridge Head  
  Start and Clarity Clinic for Mental Health Services for the 2021-2022 school year.  
 
Fundraiser Recommended approving the following fundraiser(s) at Calumet New Tech  
  High School: 
  July 28, 2021 thru August 1, 2021 – Online Popcorn Sales – Swim Account 
 
Purchase Recommended approving a Purchase Order over $10,000 to the New Tech Net  
Order  Work for additional training paid from the Title IV Grant. 
 
Transfer Recommended approving the attached list of Non-Resident Transfer Students  
Students at Longfellow New Tech Elementary School for the 2021-2022 school year. 
 
Transfer Recommended approving the attached list of Non-Resident Transfer Students  
Students at Lake Ridge New Tech Middle School for the 2021-2022 school year. 
 
Transfer Recommended approving the attached list of Non-Resident Transfer Students  
Students at Calumet New Tech High School for the 2021-2022 school year. 
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  Dr. Shirley recommended approval of the new business items. 

 
   Mrs. Osteen moved.  Mr. Evans seconded.   
 
   Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. Johnson – aye, Mrs.  
              Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl – aye, Mr. Buckley - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes and 0 –  
              nays, motion carried. 
 
     Presentation   Ms. Sara Kuntarich, Athletic Director at Calumet New Tech High School,  
   provided a presentation on athletics. Ms. Kuntarich shared the Athletic  
   Department’s vision and goals.   Ms. Kuntarich said, “Calumet New Tech High  
   School is committed to an education-based comprehensive Athletic Program that  
   will strive for excellence through leadership, dedication and strong character.  Our  
   goal is to develop productive citizens, promote sportsmanship, servant leaders,  
   and scholar athletes.” 
   Next, Ms. Kuntarich discussed the COVID-19 pandemic.  Ms. Kuntarich said, “As  
   we navigated through COVID-19 masks were required, daily temperature checks  
   and screening performed.  Athletes were required to watch COVID-19 safety  
   videos, and social distancing protocols were enforced.  Because of COVID-19 we  
   saw a decrease in student participation and did have a shortened football and  
   volleyball season.  The shortened season resulted in less revenue but, we had the  
   same expenses.  Crowd restrictions also caused less revenue.  Athletes, who had to  
   be quarantined because of being a close contact, were upset that they could not  
   participate while under quarantine.  There were some positives, as we navigated  
   through COVID-19.  All sports completed their season.  Our football team won  
   conference and their first sectional championship.  Boys’ Basketball competed in  
   the sectional championship for the 4th year in a row and, a freshman track athlete  
   competed at state, finishing in 6th place.” 
   Ms. Kuntarich discussed the future of Warrior Athletics.  Ms. Kuntarich said, “We  
   want a comprehensive, unified K-12 program.  For the immediate future we will  
   focus on a grade 5-12 program.  We want to create coaching connections where the  
   Varsity Coach, high school and middle school Athletic Directors, and middle  
   school Principal will be involved in hiring.  We want the vision, goals, philosophy,  
   terminology, and systems shared among the coaches ensuring uniformity and  
   familiarity to help the progress of our student athletes.” 
   Ms. Kuntarich concluded by sharing future goals.  Ms. Kuntarich said, “We will  
   develop mentoring programs between the high school and middle school.  High  
   school athletes will visit Longfellow New Tech Elementary School to help with  
   projects, reading to students, etc.  The middle school will develop an Athletic  
   Leadership Council that meets throughout the year.  The high school teams will  
   practice at least one time a season with the middle school teams.  The high school  
   teams will also attend at least one middle school game during their season and the  
   middle school teams will be recognized at a high school game during their season.   
   “Thank you and GO WARRIORS.” 
 
 Discussion  Mr. Johnson opened the floor to the community. 
 
   There were no comments from the community.  
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 Discussion  Mr. Johnson opened the floor to the Board.   
 
   Mr. Evans said, “Ms. Kuntarich, great presentation.  It will be nice to get the  
   middle school more involved.  That has always been our goal.” 
   Mr. Evans thanked everyone who attended graduation.  Mr. Evans said, “Everyone  
   did a great job.  It was well organized and the weather cooperated.” 
   Mr. Evans concluded by wishing everyone a good evening. 
 
   Mr. Buckley thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Buckley  
   thanked Ms. Kuntarich for her presentation.  Mr. Buckley said, “It looks like things  
   are moving forward nicely.  I would love to see the Athletic Program go back into  
   the elementary grades.” 
   Mr. Buckley concluded by wishing everyone a great evening.  
   
   Mrs. Osteen said, “Graduation, on the football field for the first time, was  
   absolutely beautiful.” 
   Mrs. Osteen concluded by wishing everyone a good evening. 
 
   Mr. Diehl thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Diehl thanked  
   Ms. Kuntarich for her presentation.  Mr. Diehl said, “The presentation was very  
   enlightening.  I like the look of your proposals.  If it all works out, we should be in  
   good shape with athletics.”   
   Mr. Diehl said, “Things are going better in our area in regards to COVID.  This is  
   a real relief.  It’s nice to go someplace and see someone’s smile instead of a  
   mask.”   
   Mr. Diehl concluded by wishing everyone a good night. 
 
   Mr. Wilkerson thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Wilkerson  
   thanked Ms. Kuntarich for her presentation.  Mr. Wilkerson said, “It is always nice  
   to see Warriors doing great things.  I hope we can build on the momentum our  
   Athletic Program showed this year.” 
   Mr. Wilkerson thanked everyone who helped with graduation. Mr. Wilkerson said,  
   “The Facilities Department did a great job.  Yvonne, with the score board, did an  
   amazing job.  The high school staff, your streaming of the graduation was great  
   and of course, the Technology Department for their role in streaming.  It went off  
   without a hitch.” 
   Mr. Wilkerson concluded by wishing everyone a happy and safe Independence  
   Day Holiday. 
 
   Mrs. Trevino thanked everyone for attending tonight’ meeting.  Mrs. Trevino  
   congratulated Ms. Kuntarich for such a great presentation.  Mrs. Trevino said, “I  
   am excited to see what the future holds for Warrior athletics grades K-12.” 
   Mrs. Trevino thanked everyone who worked on graduation.  Mrs. Trevino said,  
   “Graduation was amazing.  We got to hold graduation on the football field and it  
   was beautiful.  I hope we can continue to do it on the football field.  Thank you  
   maintenance, food service, Mr. Sobucki, Keynote Speaker Shardai Gossett, Dr.  
   Shirley, and high school staff.  You did an amazing job putting it together.” 
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   Dr. Shirley said, “We lost a community member, Mr. Walton.  Mr. Walton is the  
   father of Curtis Walton.  We wish to extend our condolences to the Walton family  
   and keep them uplifted.” 
   Dr. Shirley thanked NFL Football Player, Lonnie Johnson for visiting with our  
   football team.    
   Dr. Shirley said, “Graduation was phenomenal.  I have been doing it for a long  
   time.  I rate this graduation way up high.  I want to thank all of my prayer warriors  
   for helping me pray the storm away.  Yvonne Acevedo has always done a  
   remarkable job with the scoreboard.  I think our students appreciate you making  
   them feel special.” 
   Dr. Shirley said, “We have done everything we needed to do to close out the year.   
   I appreciate everyone’s hard work.” 
   Dr. Shirley said, “Ms. Kuntarich, your presentation was on point.  That is exactly  
   where we want the Athletic Department to head toward; a K-12 program.” 
   Dr. Shirley concluded by wishing everyone a great summer break. 
 
   Mr. Johnson thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.   
   Mr. Johnson thanked Ms. Kuntarich for her presentation.  Mr. Johnson said, “One  
   of the hardest decisions we ever made was to eliminate elementary athletics.  If  
   there is a way we can get that back; I would love to do that.  To get organized  
   sports back into the elementary and start instilling athletic pride into our students  
   would be great.” 
   Mr. Johnson said, “Graduation was nice.  Especially the guest speaker.  She is one  
   of our own and graduated with a PhD at the age of 28.  That is impressive.” 
   Mr. Johnson thanked everyone for their continued prayers.  Mr. Johnson said, “I  
   am still on oxygen but, that should be ending by September. 
 
 
 

Adjournment  Mr. Evans moved to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 6:41 PM.   
 
 


