
Minutes for Regular Called Meeting
Pope County CUSD #1
Board of Education
J.H. Hobbs Memorial Library
November 18, 2025 7:00 p.m.

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by board member Kizziar and the following members were present: Slavin, Fatheree, Jeffords, Kizziar, and Simmons.  President Aly and Vice President Schuchardt were not in attendance.
Motion was made by Slavin and seconded by Fatheree to approve the agenda. Roll call vote: all ayes. 
Motion was made by Slavin and seconded by Fatheree to approve the consent agenda including the following: 1) Approve Minutes of Board Meeting on 10/16/25; 2) Approve Closed Session Minutes; 3) Approve Bills for Payment; 4) Accept Financial Reports; 5) Accept publication of Annual Statement of Affairs. With no further comments, roll call vote: all ayes.
Under Administrative reports, Mrs. Allen stated: 1) Veteran’s Day program was held on Monday, November 10th, that included grades k-5. Special thank you to Mr. Rister and Mrs. Markovic for all of their planning and preparation; 2) District is providing a catered lunch on 11/20 3) Deer Day/Thanksgiving break is set for 11/21-11/28; 4) Christmas program is scheduled for 12/10; 5) Current enrollment is 294.
Mr. Graves reported:1) FFA convention was held at the end of October. Per Mr. Swinford, “A good time was had by all”; 2) SIC registered Seniors for spring classes on October 24th 3) Progress reports/mid-term was November 7th; 4) Veteran’s Day Program was held November 10 in the gym, thank you to Mr. Rister and staff who organized it; 5) Thanks to Mr. DeCaro, Scholar Bowl has restarted at Pope Co; 6) The Deer Pageant will be held in the high school gym on 11/20 and 11/21; 7) November 14th, the Educators Rising Club visited the St. Louis City Museum through the Southern Illinois Future Teachers Coalition Grant; 8) Sports, clubs, and picture re-take day is scheduled for November 20th; 9) Bella Fasolo (SIC) and Tucker Nalley (Shawnee) have signed letters of intent to play softball and baseball; 10) The NFHS Network is up and going for live basketball games; 11) The Student Council will be hosting the 2025 Homecoming Parade on December 19th at 2pm on Main St. in Golconda. That night following the ball games will also be coronation.   
 Mr. Fritch started off by commending Mr. Rister, Mrs. Markovic and staff who helped put on the Veteran’s Day Program; 1) The Septic project had the final walk through, little more work on the grading/seeding and replacing a panel, then it will be complete; 2) The door project will start 11/19. It may impact the grade school for a couple days before break starts. Rest of the work will be completed over break; 3) An estimate of the roof project is in the works, once it’s put into the Health Life Safety Plan, it will be presented to the board to discuss 4) According to the state, the funds dispersed over the next several years will be flat funded. 
With no further reports or questions a motion was made to enter closed session for the purpose of personnel performance, procedures, and employment. Motion was made by Simmons and seconded by Jeffords. Roll call vote: all ayes. Board entered closed session at 7:21 pm.
Motion to return to regular session was made by Slavin and seconded by Jeffords. Roll call vote: all ayes. Returned to regular session at 8:37 pm.
Final copy of the FY25 Audit was unavailable at the time of the meeting, tabled until next board meeting.   
Motion to approve the purchase of 450 lbs. of beef from Local Food for Schools was made by Slavin and seconded by Jeffords. Roll call vote: all ayes. 
No activity on the purchase of an activity bus, as it sold prior to the meeting. 
Motion to approve and display Tentative Tax Levy made by Fatheree and seconded by Slavin. Roll call vote: all ayes.
Motion to approve School Maintenance Grant Project was made by Simmons and seconded by Fatheree. Roll call vote: all ayes.
Motion to bid for Fuel was made by Slavin and seconded by Jeffords. Roll call vote: all ayes.
Motion to hire Ryan Fritch as the Assistant High School Boys Basketball Coach was made by Jeffords, and seconded by Simmons. Roll call vote: all ayes. 
Motion to hire Madison Ward as a Paraprofessional, Title I Aide was made by Slavin and seconded by Fatheree. Roll call vote: all ayes. 
Motion to approve Brooklyn Cummins as the Volunteer 4th-6th grade Girls Basketball Coach was made by Jeffords and seconded by Slavin. Roll call vote: all ayes. 
Motion to approve Victoria Vaughn as the Volunteer 4th-6th grade Girls Assistant Basketball Coach was made by Simmons and seconded by Slavin.
With no further business, meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. with the next regular scheduled meeting to be held on Thursday, December 18, 2025 at 7:00 pm in the J.H. Hobbs Memorial Library. 
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