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School district, Rust build partnership 
Holly Springs Career and Technical Center held its Fall Advisory Meeting on 

November 20 highlighted by an update on programs from director Susie 

Brown and a discussion with Rust College administrators and other 

community members about building a strong partnership. 

The mission of the CTC is to educate students who will soar in their chosen 

careers as they excel in the global community.  The vision is to prepare 

innovative students in a visionary community of excellence. 

Occupational programs offered at the CTC include health science; business, 

marketing and finance; advanced manufacturing; educator prep; and 

welding. Non-occupational programs included computer science and 

engineering and Cyber Foundation I. 

See PARTNERSHIP page 3 

 

Seated are Dr. Irene Walton Turnage, superintendent of education, and Dr. Johnny Moore, president of Rust College. Standing, from left, are Dr. Damien 

Williams, chief of staff, Rust; Ferrell Barksdale, owner of Vitality Institute of Allied Health; Joy Traylor, director of Health Connect of Byhalia; Dr. April 

Stampley, executive director of Upward Bound, Rust; Susie Brown, director of Holly Springs CTC; Dr. Venecca Green, compliance officer and head tennis 

coach, Rust; Rhonda Richard, counselor, Holly Springs High School; Kamisha Hicks, parent; and Pat Brady, career coach at Horn Lake High School. 

From left are Joy Traylor, Dr. Damien Williams and Dr. Johnny Moore. 



 

  

 

 

 

Dr. Gemma 

Beckley 

Her legacy is 

woven into the 

very fabric of our 

schools. 

Dr. Gemma Beckley served the Holly Springs School District with unwavering commitment, integrity, and grace.  

Throughout her four terms on the Holly Springs School District Board of Trustees, Dr. Beckley served faithfully in multiple leadership roles, 
including president. She also proudly represented Holly Springs on the state stage as a past president of the Board of Directors for the 
Mississippi School Boards Association (MSBA) and most recently, reappointed to the MSBA Board of Directors for the 2025-2026 school year. 
In each capacity, she led with wisdom, thoughtfulness, and a collaborative spirit that strengthened our board and our district. 

5ǊΦ .ŜŎƪƭŜȅΩǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛǎ ƛƳƳŜŀǎǳǊŀōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǎƘŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǎƘŀǇŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǎƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏountless lives she 
touched will continue to influence the success and growth of the Holly Springs School District for years to come. Her legacy is woven into the 
very fabric of our schools. 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and the administration of the Holly Springs School District, we extend our deepest and most heartfelt 
condolences to the family of Dr. Gemma Beckley, and to all who had the privilege of knowing and loving her. We honor her life, her service, 
and her enduring commitment to the children and community of Holly Springs. 

She will be deeply missed, but her legacy will live on in the students she championed and the district she so faithfully served. 

 

In memory of our beloved board member 

 



 

  

Benefits of career and technical education are preparing students for college and/or career, preparing an educated and trained workforce, and 

providing students with an integrated curriculum focusing on career and academic skills. Other benefits are providing students with real-world 

exposure through job shadowing, work-based learning and internships; providing students with opportunities to strengthen employability, 

leadership and teamwork skills; and providing students with knowledge and skills needed to earn state and national credentials. 

Industry national certifications through the Holly Springs CTC include Advanced Manufacturing ς National Center for Construction Education 

and Research (NCCER); and Business, Finance and Marketing. In data from last school year, 100 percent of CTC students in the welding 

program obtained National Certification. For the Business, Finance and Marketing Program, 100 percent received National Certification in 

Small Business. CTC students are successful in the important areas of ACT Workkeys and Workforce Readiness ς 87.5 percent graduated last 

year with silver or above on Workkeys; district acceleration rate, which includes the percentage of students taking dual credit courses and 

obtaining national industry certification, 80 percent; and in the areas included in Workbase Embedded Learning, such as Health Science and 

Educator Prep, 100 percent met required goals. 

Representatives of Rust College, including new president Dr. Johnny Moore, were participants in a roundtable discussion with Holly Springs 
School District personnel, other community representatives and student leadership. Each CTC pathway also has an advisory committee 
specifically for its area. Advisory members for each area met in individual classrooms to dialogue and provide feedback. 
 
ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣέ aƻƻǊŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ 
 
IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅǎ ǘƻ wǳǎǘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƛǘǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭƭȅ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ 
 
ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣέ aƻƻǊŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΦέ 

.Ǌƻǿƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊΦ L ŀƳ ǎƻ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 

Dr. Irene Walton Turnage, superintendent of education and a Rust College graduate, said she wants students in the Holly Springs School 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ wǳǎǘ ƛǎ ŀ άƧŜǿŜƭ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ 

ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ άL ŀƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΣ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ With all the 

ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻƻƳΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦέ 

 

Partnership 
 

 

The Mississippi School Boards Association presents awards to school boards, board members and superintendents for their diligence in earning school 

governance training hours during the school year. The Center for Board Development Honors Program is designed to recognize school board members 

who obtain additional continuing education credit hours over and beyond the six hours required by the State of Mississippi. The Holly Springs School 

District Board of Trustees was recognized with a Board of Merit Award during the MSBA Fall Leadership Conference for earning 185 training hours 

during the 2024-2025 school year. Each individual board member and the superintendent also received recognition for their hours leading to the whole 

board award. From left are Charisse Harris, Kim Mayfield, Dr. Irene Walton Turnage, Dr. Gemma Beckley and Lemon Phelps. Training sessions at the 

conference included Ready to Work, Ready to Lead - Strengthening CTC Progress; Educators Leading the AI Shift - Stories from the Frontline; Mindset 

Matters - Cultivating a Positive Mindset to Strengthen School District Leadership; and It Takes a Community - Building Trust, Creating Connections. Not 

pictured is board member Ejeera Dukes, who participated in the conference virtually.  

 

 

Board of Merit Award 



 

  

 

Big Ideas Mobile Learning Lab visits Holly Springs CTC 
 Students at the Holly Springs School District Career and Technical Center got to experience one-on-one, hands-on instruction from a team 

of passionate trades professionals Monday, Nov. 3. 

The Big Ideas Mobile Learning Lab is loaded with high-end skills trade simulators to help learners to uncover new opportunities and 

ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘŀǇǇŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀō ƘŜƭǇǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛle dedicated 

staff members go the extra mile to provide individualized mentorship and advice. 

The 3-D projection carpentry table is designed to help learners test their skills on the table saw, jointer and router. The state-of-the-art 

heavy equipment simulator, deǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ /ŀǘŜǊǇƛƭƭŀǊΣ Ǉǳǘǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ-end excavator. The 

augmented-reality welding simulator helps learners see firsthand the physical mechanics and precision that go into the job, complete with 

a scoring system and through-the-helmet feedback. 

.ƛƎ LŘŜŀǎΩ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /w9!¢9 CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻȅƻǘŀ ²ŜƭƭǎǇǊƛƴƎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ CǳƴŘ ǘŜŀƳΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘip with 

Toyota Motor Manufacturing and the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

The learning lab strives to oǇŜƴ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛƴ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ǘǊŀŘŜǎΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

Above and below, Holly Springs High School students get hands-on experience in the Big Ideas Mobile Learning Lab and in the classroom. 

 



  

 

School district welcomes new administrators 
 

 Gefredia Nash brings 22 years of experience in education to her 

new job as principal of Holly Springs Junior High School. 

άL ŀƳ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΣέ 

the veteran educator said. 

In her extensive educational career, Nash has served as a 

teacher, consultant, curriculum specialist, lead teacher, academic 

science coach, assistant principal, principal and federal programs 

coordinator. She holds a B.S. in biology/chemistry and a M.S. in 

environmental health from Mississippi Valley State University, 

teacher certification from Belhaven University, and Ed.S. in 

supervision and administration from Delta State University.   

She was born in Vicksburg and grew in Clarksdale. She is the 

mother of four children, Kenneth Jr., Jaylen, Dorian and Nattalie. 

She comes to Holly Springs from the McComb School District, and 

prior to that she worked in the Durant School District. 

Nash strives to serve, empower and provide support to all 

stakeholders by ensuring a productive and positive school 

climate. 

άaȅ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴ ƘƛƎƘ-level engagement in instruction, 

facilitating collaboration and professional learning communities, 

ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣέ she said. 

Nash strongly believes in establishing and articulating an 

instructional vision that includes problem solving, critical 

thinking, collaboration, effective communication, adaptability 

and initiative. 

 ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ǿŀƭued instructionally 

ŀǘ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

Nash is an advocate for students' growth and addressing the 

needs of the whole child. 

ά¢ƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

emotional well-being of students, and activities that enhance the 

ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

 

Brittney Broadwater, the new assistant principal at Holly Springs 

High School, uses words like encourager and highly-motivated to 

describe herself. 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

ȅŜŀǊΦ LΩƳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǳǇ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘ ǳǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦέ 

Broadwater is a native of Jackson. She graduated as valedictorian 

ŦǊƻƳ /ŀƭƭŀǿŀȅ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 

degree in secondary English education at Alcorn State University. 

{ƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀǘǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ 

administration online via Walden University. Her career started at 

Forest Hill High School in Jackson and carried her to Hattiesburg, 

McComb, Evans, Ga., and then back to McComb. Broadwater was 

named Teacher of the Year at both Hattiesburg and McComb, and 

also District Teacher of the Year at McComb. She served in various 

leadership roles in all the school districts, including English 

Department chair, head of the Arts and Humanities Academy, 

teacher leader and assistant principal. She has also done 

ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΦ 

Broadwater saiŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ 

believes she can make the biggest impact. 

Making the long distance move from McComb to Holly Springs is 

Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƛǘ ŀ άŦŀƛǘƘ ǿŀƭƪΦέ 

άL ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ L ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ I hold in 

ƘƛƎƘ ŜǎǘŜŜƳΣέ .ǊƻŀŘǿŀǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ άL ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ DƻŘ-ǘƘƛƴƎΦέ 

She has a sister in Memphis, Tenn., and another in Arlington, 

Texas. Her parents live in Jackson. She also has three nieces and 

two nephews. 

{ƘŜΩǎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ Ƨƻō ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ Ǉƭace. 

άLΩƳ ŀƴ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǊΣ LΩƳ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ-ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ L ǾŀƭǳŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜΣέ 

.ǊƻŀŘǿŀǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ 

positive influence - in the school, in the district and in the 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ 

 

High school assistant principal 

Gefredia Nash 

Junior high school principal 

 

Brittney Broadwater 



 

  

 

 From left are Karin Autry, special services director; Susie Brown, career and technical center director; Vikki Marion, intermediate school principal; Dr. Irene 

Walton Turnage, superintendent of education; Gefredia Nash, junior high school principal; Tannya Sanders, transitional coordinator and grades 6-12 

interventionist; Brian Mullinix, technology director; Dr. Sherna Jones, early learning collaborative coordinator; LeTashia White, district testing coordinator; 

Terrica Cooks, primary school lead teacher; Cravin Turnage, high school principal; Tywana Hunt, intermediate school lead teacher; Laketia Petty, junior high 

school assistant principal; Casshaunda Davis, primary school principal; and Brittney Broadwater, high school assistant principal. 

 

Superintendent emphasizes collective leadership 
 Administrators in the Holly Springs School District united on Tuesday and 

Wednesday, July 22-23, to kick off their start to a new school year. The two-day 

Leadership Summit session included evaluation of year 2024-2025 and plans for 

2025-2026. Students returned to school on Wednesday, Aug. 6. 

Dr. Irene Walton Turnage, superintendent of education, emphasized the 

importance of collective educational leadership within the district. She referred to 

a quote from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. ς άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘely necessary for the 

ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜΦέ ¢ǳǊƴŀƎŜ 

shared that education is going through a revolution, or marked change, as a result 

of technology, a new state accountability system, and increased focus on career 

readiness. 

 

The theme for this school year is Empowering Collective Leadership to Ensure 

Every Student Learns, Grows and Becomes Proficient. The theme emphasizes the 

importance of collective leadership on all levels, including parent leadership, 

student leadership, community leadership, teacher leadership, and school and 

district leadership. 

 

Turnage said a new year brings a new opportunity to increase the number one 

priority, student achievement, higher than it has ever been. 

 

ά{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ must be strategic and focused; in other words, it must be 

ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘΣ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎƭȅΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άLƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ 

will take shared and collective leadership to ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΦέ 

 

 

 

Cravin Turnage 

Dr. Casshaunda Davis 



 

  

 

 

 

The Holly Springs School District conducted its New Leadership Academy July 30-31 and August 1. The new teachers (pictured) attended orientations at 

their respective schools the first two days, participated in a district technology session with technology director Brian Mullinix, and then came together 

at the high school library on Friday for a session led by superintendent Dr. Irene Walton TurnageΦ {ƘŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 

ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣέ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘƛƎƘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣέ ¢ǳǊƴŀƎŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ! ŦƻŎǳǎ ŦƻǊ 

the 2025-26 school year is collective leadership. She urged the new educators to own their leadership role in the district and make students the priority.  

 

New Leadership Academy 

Ne 

The Holly Springs School District is continuing to develop its all-important learner profile for the 

Portrait of a Graduate with assistance from National Center on Education and the Economy (NCEE) 

facilitators.  

NCEE representatives Dr. Susan Rucker and Dr. Cederick Ellis visited recently to keep the 

momentum going with the plan. The Portrait of a Graduate is a collective vision articulating the 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƻǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴǎǘƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎƻŦǘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ 

early age, that will help prepare a new generation of students for ever-changing career 

opportunities. 

 

The focus this year is to determine what the learner profile looks like in each grade level or grade 

bands and how district and school staff, along with stakeholders, will strategically teach and embed 

the competencies so that students will have a deep understanding by the time they graduate. 

 

The goal is to tie the mission of the school district - to educate students who can excel in the global 

community ς with the Portrait of a Graduate. 

 

άhǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻΣέ ǎaid superintendent Dr. Irene Walton Turnage.  

 

The competencies at the heart of the Portrait of a Graduate for Holly Springs School District include: 

1) Thinkers ς Future-ready thinkers analyze problems deeply and think outside the box. 

2) Citizens ς Future-ready citizens actively and responsibly participate in an interconnected, rapidly-

changing world. 

3) Life-long learners and leaders ς Future-ready students take ownership of their learning journey 

and lead with integrity, transparency and accountability. 

4) Social Awareness ς Future-ready, socially-aware students are empathetic and community- 

minded; they understand and respect the feelings, perspectives and experiences of others. 

5) Resilient ς Future-ready resilient students face challenges with courage, bounce back from 

setbacks and grow stronger through adversity. 

6) Self-awareness ς Future-ready, self-aware students understand their own thoughts, emotions, 

strengths and areas for growth. 

 

ά!ƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀǊŜŜǊǎΤ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

District focuses on learner profile 
 

 

 

Dr. Cederick Ellis 

Dr. Irene Walton Turnage 



 

  

 

 

  

Menu changes in works to increase student participation 
The Holly Springs School District is working with Walker Quality Services to provide new menu items in school cafeterias. 

The goal of the program for the district is to provide quality foods that students enjoy, increase participation to support the food service 

program, and ultimately increase student achievement because students will have more energy and be ready to learn. 

Alfred Walker, president of Walker Quality Services, teamed up with Frederick Prowell, food services director for the school district, and 

cafeteria staff members to roll out a sampling the first week of December. 

ά²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ŀ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘΣέ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά{ƻΣ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘed with the 

ǿƛƴƎ ōŀǊΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦƭŀǾƻǊǎΦέ 

The wing offerings included sweet/hot wings, barbecue wings, lemon pepper wings and Buffalo wings. The food bar also included seasoned 

fries, baked beans, celery and carrots, and fruit. 

He said during the trial run December 4 students were able to purchase extra wings and more teachers also ate in the cafeterias. 

άDŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣέ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǿŀȅΦέ 

The complete menu will go into full swing in early 2026. Some additional equipment is on its way, Walker said, to accommodate the 

changes, plus there will be additional staff training prior to the kickoff date. 

Additional food bars coming in the new year will include burritos, stir fry, and pizza, plus others. 

ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣέ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƻƻŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅΦέ 

Walker, who is originally from Columbus, said his company works with other school districts in Mississippi, plus several in other states, 

including Illinois, Texas and Louisiana.  

 

Wings, 

burritos, 

stir fry, 

pizza and 

more 
Serving up wings at the 

high school cafeteria are 

front, Dianne Thomas, 

and back, Marie Miller 

and Alfred Walker. 

 

 

 

 

bŜǿ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ƭƻǳƴƎŜ ŀǘ Iƻƭƭȅ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ WǳƴƛƻǊ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 



 

 

  

 

On Wednesday, Sept. 24, the strength of collaboration was 
witnessed as Holly Springs High School joined forces with Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated-Omicron Alpha Omega 
Chapter, the Mississippi Roses (MS) Chapter of The Links, 
Incorporated, and Marshall County Circuit Clerk Monet Autry. 
¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά²ƘŜƴ ²Ŝ !ƭƭ ±ƻǘŜέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ 
registered 72 new Marshall County voters. Pictured presenting to 
the high school seniors is attorney Shirley Byers. 

 

Ψ²ƘŜƴ ²Ŝ !ƭƭ ±ƻǘŜΩ campaign 

 

Second-grade classrooms at Holly Springs Primary School were recently transformed 

into operating rooms. The students, dressed as future doctors, operated on various 

problems in preparation for upcoming tests. The Holly Springs Primary Memorial 

Hospital was open from 8 to 11:30 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 5.  

 

Holly Springs Primary Hospital 

 

Holly Springs High School held its Honors Breakfast on Thursday morning, Nov. 13, recognizing students who achieved Honor Roll status during the first nine 
weeks of the 2025-26 school year. Honor students are pictured with their certificates after enjoying breakfast, fellowship and the awards ceremony. Front 
row - Ameliya Washington, Christen Gray, Ajah Shelton, Khloe Lewis, Jeremiah Jefferson; Next - Jaidan Hall, Logan Craig, Kanyjah McAdams, Christian Hicks, 
Jlon Byers; Next- Sahreef Thomas, Makenzie Mitchell, Cloey Walters, Kelsey Randle, Ariana Cowan, Joshua Walker; Next - Demontrell Cochran, Kalisa 
Tucker, Chanelle Isom, Keturah Payton, Aniyah Jones, Toniya Seldon; Last row - Laikyn Smith, Nakia Martin, Nakirya Martin, Breanna Wiseman, Khassidy 
McKinney, Jaylen Cassidy, Kyson Isom, Braylon Robinson. Not pictured are Markiyah Glover, Moriah Hubbard, Michael Hughes, Zariyah Martin, Jordan 
Williams, Taurus Bryant, Zayriah Farrow, Jamal Moyo, Courtney Hines, Jurnee Marion, Taniela Richard and Cedkyia Hampton. 

 

 

High School Honors Breakfast 



 

  

 
The Holly Springs Career and Technical Center held its National Technical Honor Society (NTHS) induction ceremony on Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025, in the high 
school auditorium. CTC director is Susie Brown. NTHS advisor is LaTonya Burgin.  On the floor, from left, are Tristan Joiner, Karlo Strickland, Arthur Denton, 
Aniyah Jones, Caleb Jones, Kalisa Tucker, Hannah Manning, Corey Hines, Fra'Nyla Lane, Sahreef Thomas, Demontrell Cochran, Shamariun Echols, 
Laikyn Smith, Tayler Joiner. On the stage, from left, are Celiyah Turnage, ½ȅΩǉǳŜȊ aŀƭƻƴŜ, Cedkyia Hampton, Myria Jeffries, Tealon Warren, Dijmon Jackson, 
Ameliya Washington, Carlos Jones, Taurus Bryant, Christen Gray, Jurnee Marion, Jayla Sharp, Courtney Hines. Not pictured are Chanelle Isom, Kaliyah 
Edwards, Travis White Jr. and Davon Johnson. 
 

 

National Technical Honor Society 

 

 

 

On Wednesday, September 3, Health Science students 

from the Holly Springs Career and Technical Center 

visited some classes at the Primary School to teach the 

importance of proper handwashing. They demonstrated 

the correct steps using soap and water, explained how 

germs spread, and highlighted why clean hands help 

keep everyone healthy. The younger students were 

actively engaged, practicing the technique alongside the 

Health Science students in a fun and interactive way. 

This activity not only reinforced healthy habits for the 

children but also gave the Health Science students 

valuable teaching and leadership experience. Pictured 

are Makayla Whitelow and Kanya Thomas. 

 

Prior to the holiday break, the seniors of Holly Springs High School surprised the pre-k, 

kindergarten and first grade classes of Holly Springs Primary School with Christmas gifts. 

 

Delivering Christmas gifts 

Proper handwashing 

New bleachers were installed in the Holly Springs High School gym prior to the 2025-26 school year. 

New bleachers 



 

  

 

Holly Springs Intermediate School recently held its Family Advisory and Community Engagement (FACE) committee meeting. Beverly Phillips gave an 

overview of the events sponsored by FACE. The meeting also included suggestions from the committee and remarks from principal Vikki Marion. Snacks 

were enjoyed by everyone. Committee members completed surveys addressing questions, concerns and further suggestions. From left are assistant police 

chief Dwight Harris, Beverly Phillips, Sasha Marsh, Laketia Petty, Linda Bruce, Jannie Luellen, Caryn Swanson, principal Vikki Marion, Kim Carter, LaTonya 

Burgin and chief of police Grant Glover. 

 

 

Eighth graders at Holly Springs Junior High School enjoyed a field trip Thursday, 

Oct. 23, to the University of Mississippi Field Station. Students examined 

specimens, petted and held snakes, and used electricity to stun fish and frogs 

for collection. Dr. Scott Knight, director of the UM Field Station, used specimen 

collections to illustrate natural selection in species. Students are studying 

Natural Selection and Adaptations in class.  

 

Field trip 

 

 

 

Holly Springs Intermediate School and Holly Springs Primary both 

hosted Grandparents Day activities. In the top photo, enjoying lunch 

together, are Barbara Moore and Javonta Moore at the Intermediate 

School. In the bottom photo, reading together at the Primary School, 

are William Payton Sr. and Montravius Payton. 

Grandparents Day 

Family Advisory and Community Engagement Committee 



 

  

 

 
From left are Kaliyah Vaughn, Shyia Spencer, Davon Johnson, Corey Jones, LeeAnthony Stephens, FraΩNyla Lane, Susie Brown, Captain Jerome R. White (USN-
Retired), Lasean Rooks Jr., Taurus Bryant, Sahreef Thomas, Janett Lunares and Rev. Johnny Poole. 

 

Message to students ς Ψ/ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΩ 
Holly Springs High School seniors heard an inspiring message 

Friday, Jan. 16, from a retired United States Navy officer as part 

of the Portrait of a Graduate Career and Readiness Program. 

Captain WŜǊƻƳŜ wΦ ²ƘƛǘŜΩǎ ƪŜȅ ǘŀƪŜŀǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŀǎ άƭƛǾŜ 

ǿŜƭƭΤ ƭƻǾŜ ǿŜƭƭΤ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǿŜƭƭΦέ 

He urged them to lead a full and content life, stay grounded, 

live truthfully and not for applause, and to do work that 

matters. 

άYŜŜǇ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅΣ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣέ ²ƘƛǘŜ 

ǎŀƛŘΦ ά.Ŝ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎΦ /ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ life story. Impact others, and 

ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǇǊƛƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘΦέ 

The program was coordinated by the CC Taylor Foundation, a 

strong community supporter of the Holly Springs School 

District. Captain White, with more than three decades of public 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ ǿŀǎ 

the guest of Rev. Johnny Poole with the CC Taylor Foundation.  

He told the seniors that he was once in their shoes and thought 

he knew all that he needed to know. But he said he wanted to 

be something, and the school guidance counselor pointed him 

in the right direction. 

άL ŜƳōŀǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ƛǘ (the professional path his counselor 

envisioned), and I later found that she was setting me up for a 

ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƛŦŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ²ƘƛǘŜΣ ŀ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭeston, S.C., and 

graduate of The Citadel. 

ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΦ .Ŝ ŀ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΦ L 

want to inspire you to achieve the American dream. The only 

ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ 

He is also an accomplished philanthropist, involved in various 

community, social, leadership development, alumni, and 

advocacy organizations throughout the U.S. He is an officer and 

board member for the CC Taylor Foundation. He holds multiple 

ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΦ 

Mistress of ceremony for the program, held in the high school 

auditorium, was Brittney Broadwater, assistant principal. 

Students Shyia Spencer and Kaliyah Vaughn gave the 

 

 

 See MESSAGE page 17 

From left are Rev. Johnny Poole, Susie Brown, Dr. Irene Walton Turnage, 

Captain Jerome R. White (USN-Retired) and LaTonya Burgin. 

 

At left, Captain Jerome R. White (USN-Retired) talks with student Lasean Rooks Jr. 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇƭŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ²ƘƛǘŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊǎ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ 

the group.  

 



 

  

 

Partnership targets childhood hunger 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated ® - Omicron Alpha Omega Chapter 

Partners with Holly Springs Primary School to Target Childhood Hunger. 

 

The Omicron Alpha Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 

Incorporated® maintains its partnership with Holly Springs Primary School to 

provide meals and snacks for food-insecure students as part of the 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΣ 9ƳǇƻǿŜǊ hǳǊ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ 

The chapter continues its support to address food insecurity among students. 

Empower Our Families is one of five national program initiatives of Alpha 

Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated®, and childhood hunger is a focal point of 

that program. The Childhood Hunger Initiative Power Pacƪ ό/ILttϰύ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ 

weekend and holiday meals for children in local communities. 

Currently, the Omicron Alpha Omega Chapter, led by chapter president 

Attorney Shirley Byers and initiative chairman Amanda Billups-Smith, serves 

10 students at Holly Springs Primary School. The collaboration is in its third 

ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ поп /ILttϰ ōŀƎǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜΦ 

 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated® (AKA) is an international service 

organization founded on the campus of Howard University in Washington, 

D.C., in 1908. It is the oldest Greek-letter organization established by African 

American college-educated women. Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated® 

has over 360,000 initiated members across graduate and undergraduate 

chapters in 12 nations and territories, including the United States, Bahamas, 

Bermuda, Canada, United Arab Emirates, Germany, Japan, Liberia, Nigeria, 

South Korea, South Africa, England, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

 

The Omicron Alpha Omega Chapter was chartered in Holly Springs, on December 11, 

1983. It is one of 122 chapters in the South Eastern Region and is led by the South 

Eastern Regional director, Dr. Tracy Morant Adams. The chapter currently has 93 

members who serve the Holly Springs and Marshall County community. 

 

Omicron Alpha Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority members are pictured with school district representatives. 

 

 

Chapter president Shirley Byers and school district superintendent 

Dr. Irene Walton Turnage work together on the Empower Our 

Families initiatives. 

 



 

  

 

John W. Crittle III of Crittle Financial Inc. 

donated a wide selection of designer 

suits for young men at Holly Springs 

High School. He also donated shirts and 

ties. A few of the young men receiving 

suits are pictured with principal Cravin 

Turnage. They are Jlon Byers, Michael 

Williams, Jordan Williams, Braylyn 

Alexander and Nicketris Smith. Principal 

¢ǳǊƴŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎŀȅΣ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ 

ȅƻǳΣ aǊΦ /ǊƛǘǘƭŜΗέ 

 

  

 

 

 

The Unstoppables Motorcycle Club made a generous Toy Drive donation 

to Holly Springs Primary School during the holiday season. 

The students and staff at the school extend heartfelt thanks to club 

members for their donation. 

ά¸ƻǳǊ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƧƻȅΣ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ōƛg smiles to our children, 

ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ¢ŀǊǊȅ aŀǊǘƛƴΣ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ ŀǘ Iƻƭƭȅ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ 

tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ ά¸ƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎŀǊŜŘ 

for by their community. Gestures like yours help build confidence, 

encourage kindness, and make the holiday season brighter for families 

ǿƘƻ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƛǘΦέ 

aŀǊǘƛƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ ǘƻ Ŏƭǳō ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ {ŀƳ aŀȅŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

leading the effort and for a continued commitment to giving back to 

Holly Springs. 

ά²Ŝ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜǘΣέ ǎƘŜ 

ǎŀƛŘΦ άtƭŜŀǎŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛŦǘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦέ 

 

Crittle donates suits 

to young men at 

high school 

Motorcycle Club donates toys 

The Holly Springs Rotary presents Extraordinary Effort Awards 

and also recognizes Students of the Month. The first Holly 

Springs High School recipients of the 2025-26 school year were, 

top photo, Jurnee Marion, Extraordinary Effort; and bottom 

photo, Christen Gray, Student of the Month. Also pictured are 

club president Mary LeSueur and Rotarians Barry Burleson, top 

photo, and Charlie Farris, bottom photo. 

Rotary Club honorees 

From left are Greg Bagley, Charles Glover, Tarry Martin and Sam Mayes. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

October 10 was Community Service Day for the Holly Springs School 

District, a day set aside to give back to the community each year. 

Community Service Day was established by the school district after the 

Holly Springs Board of Aldermen made October 10 Dr. Irene Walton 

Turnage Day in honor of the district's historic rise to a B rating in 2023. 

Community service activities for the 2025-2026 school year included a 

Domestic Violence Awareness Program, a Cancer Awareness Walk and 

recognition of community supporters. 

 

Community 

Service Day 



 

  

  

 

 

Holly Springs High School 

held its first Lunch and 

Learn of the new year on 

Thursday, Jan. 8. The 

guest was Navy recruiter 

Toddriquez Jones. He 

visited with students in 

the foyer outside the 

lunchroom and spoke to 

seniors in classroom 

settings. Jones informed 

students about the many 

benefits of joining the 

Navy, including the 

various job opportunities, 

and he also held question-

and-answer sessions. 

Jones is pictured talking 

with student Janett 

Lunares. Lunch and Learn 

activities are coordinated 

by career coach Tanya 

Smith and counselors. 

 

 

Rust College students and staff visited some Holly Springs 

School District classrooms on Tuesday, Nov. 4, as part of 

their Adopt-A-School Reading Project. Dr. Michael Harpe, 

vice president for student engagement, and Rust student 

Allison Smith are pictured reading to students at Holly 

Springs Intermediate School. The Rust College readers also 

inspired young minds at Holly Springs Primary School. 

 

Rust College readers 

 

¢ƛŦŦŀƴȅ 9ƭȊƛŜΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀǘ 

Holly Springs High 

School collected 

more 100 canned 

good items to 

donate to Care Now 

Food Pantry. 

Pictured with some 

of the canned goods 

are, from left, Bruce 

Streeter, 

LeeAnthony 

Stephens and 

Demontrell Cochran. 

 

Donating 

canned 

goods to 

Care Now 

 

 

 

B.L.A.C.K 2 Life, with assistance 

from other groups and 

organizations, hosted an 

afternoon full of reading, 

literacy and fun at Holly Springs 

Primary School Friday, Nov. 7. 

Students were excited as guests 

read to them in their 

classrooms, and then they 

enjoyed picking out a favorite 

book at the Book Fair in the 

library. Snacks were also 

available for the children. 

 

Favorite books 

Lunch and Learn 


