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EARLY HEAD START 

Sunnyside  

Turquoise Springs  

New York  

New Laguna  

Mesita  

-Family of the Month 

PRE-SCHOOL HEAD START  

Casa Blanca 

Village  

Seama  

Encinal  

-Family of the Month  

Family Service Providers  

-Education Manager  

-ERSEA Coordinator 

 -Disabilities Services  

Coordinator  

-Program Assistants  

 

Preschool Head Start begins at 9:00am and 

Early Head Start begins at 8:45am friendly  

reminder to be mindful about NOT dropping off prior to these times, teachers are still pre-

paring for the daily lessons. If you happen to arrive earlier than designated drop off time 

please wait in your vehicle or you are more than welcome to wait in the front office until 

the designated start time.  

 While entering and exiting Head Start Campus, please abide by the 5 mph speed  

limit. 

 Children will NOT be released without a car seat or if individual is not on child’s check 

out list.  

 If you are dropping off or picking up your child / children you may go directly to your 

child’s classroom.  

 Cold and Flu Season is among us. We want  to encourage families to continue to use 

safe hygiene practices by washing your hands often, covering your cough/sneeze, and 

keeping children home if they are showing symptoms of illnesses (runny nose, conges-

tion,  fever, cough, etc.)  

 

 Color of the Month: ORANGE  

 10/11 Nutrition Activity—Mummy Toast   

 10/10 Roc your Mocs   

 10/17 Paraje Feast  

  S.T.E.A.M. Activity “Colors of Nature” 

 10/24 EHS Pumpkin Patch (with parent at DEC Campus) 

 10/25 PHS Pumpkin Patch (with parent at the family field) 

 10/31 Trunk or Treat (TBA) 



10/10—Rock Your Mocs 

10/11—Nutrition Activity: Mum-

my Toast 

10/17—STEAM: Colors of Nature 

10/24—Pumpkin 

Patch 

10/31—Trunk or Treat 

 October 17— Paraje Feast 

BIRTHDAYS 

 October 13 — PH  

 October 18—JB 

Continue to read to your child. Point and 

name the pictures  

Reminders: 

Look in your child’s folder for 

notes and home activities 

TEACHER NAME(S): Andrea L. & Sandra L.     EMAIL(S): a.lucario@lagunaed.net / s.lewis@lagunaed.net 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Classroom News!  

Achievements and Milestones  

DATES TO REMEMBER/ STUDENTS CELEBRATIONS  

 

 

 

Curriculum Theme: Clothing—The children will learn about clothes. The different types of clothing dif-

ferent cultures wear for traditional ceremonies. How to put on and take off our clothing? We will focus 

our vocabulary on the different types of clothing: shirt, pants, dress, socks, jacket. Manta, apron, belt. The 

children will use their pincer grasp during the Nutrition Activity to make a Mummy Toast. 

Culture Theme: Harvesting—The children will learn the process of harvesting a crop from our gardens. 

They will get to taste the vegetables. The children will learn the colors and names of the vegetables in 

Keres: pumpkin, squash, corn. Keres vocabulary will be focused on: pumpkin, squash, corn, harvest. 

The children are getting into the routines of the day: going to the 

changing table for diaper change, going to the sink to wash hands, 

and going to the table during meal times. 

One child learned to crawl, another child started walking, and two 

others are in the process of walking: standing up 

by themselves in the middle of the room. 

Parent Tips  



Classroom Happenings - 

Theme: Clothes-This month our classroom we will be focusing on types of clothing both casual and  

traditional. Children will name the different types of clothing.  

Cultural Lifeways: Harvest-Children will learn the process of harvesting. 

We will also taste test vegetables.  

Conscious Discipline: Unity 

Nutrition: Bell Peppers  10/20 this is an “in classroom” activity. 

Outdoor learning: Children will observe the elements of the  

natural world. 

Milestones and Achievements:  Children are getting to 

know our daily routine and learning to articulate more 

words.  

 

 

Upcoming Events:                                                                

Oct. 3– wear orange day       Oct. 5– public safety 

Oct. 10– Roc Your Mocs      Oct. 13– STEAM Colors in Nature         

Oct. 17– Paraje Feast             Oct, 21– Happy Birthday R.S.! 

Oct.  24-25– Pumpkin Patch            Oct. 31– Trunk or Treat 

Vocabulary  

 Corn 

  Squash 

  Pumpkin  

 Chile   

 Watermelon 

Teacher (s): Candice and Marilou 

Phone: (505) 552-6544 Ext: 5202 

Email (s): c.lucero@lagunaed.net / 

m.arkie@lagunaed.net  



New York Classroom 

Teachers: Venessa Deutsawe   

      &  Angela Yawea 

Email (s): v.deutsawe@lagunaed.net 

 a.yawea@lagunaed.net 

 Classroom News - 

What we’re learning: 

New York Classroom, has been receiving  more children to 

the classroom. 

We are in the phase of learning our classroom routine, class-

room safety rules, and getting to know our new peers. 

Wow! The month of September has come and gone. We will 

be getting ready for the activities in the month, look out for 

any information on what you can do for your child’s class-

room.  

New York Classroom will be happy to have volunteers to 

assist with some of the learning activities. We would like you 

to have fun, watching your child learn and grow.  

Thank you parents and families that joined your children 

for the Laguna Feast.  

Thank you parents/guardians and family members that 

have children prepared and ready for school, you are very 

much appreciated. 

A Big Reminder— Please check your child's back pack for 

important information from the classroom or for forms that 

need to be signed and returned in a timely manner.  

  

Sight Words /Keres Words 

These are words that  you can practice 

with your child at home. 

Keres Name (if they have one) 

Naming body parts and names of family 

members in keres 

Let’s all try and learn together with our 

children to speak our language. 

For the Month of October we are 

learning : 

Clothes –(pants, shirt, socks, shoes, 

jacket, hats, gloves, and underwear) 

Roasted Corn  

The color of the Month is: Orange    

 

Upcoming Events 

October 10 - Roc Your  Mocs 

October 11—Nutrition Activity 

October 13 - Professional Development 

Day  ( No School)  

Outdoor Learning– Colors in Nature 

October 24 - (EHS) Pumpkin Patch 

October 31 - Trunk– or– Treat 

Reminders & Parent Tips 

Parents/Guardians, remember to please to 

bring children on time, so they can have 

breakfast, and transition into our daily 

classroom routine.  

Reminder that pick up time is at 3:30 and 

no later. Please be mindful that some of 

our teaching staff, utilize this time to 

clean and prepare the classroom for the 

next day. 

Having children on a regular routine will 

help them transition to their new learning 

environment at home or at school. 

 



New Laguna Classroom 

Teachers: Ms. Deutsawe & Ms. Royce  

Email (s): c.deutsawe@lagunaed.net / 

r.kie@lagunaed.net 

Phone: (505) 552-6544 Ext: 5108 

Classroom News  

What we’re learning: New Laguna room will continue 

to learn routines, sitting to table to eat, walking in 

the classroom, and socializing with our peers in the 

classroom.  

We are working on fine motor skills which include us-

ing writing and drawing tools, beading large beads 

and manipulating play dough to strengthen our small 

muscle skills.  

 

Sight Words /Keres Words  

 pants  

 orange 

 shirt  

 leaves 

 shoes  

 pumpkin 

 moccasins  

 fall 

 corn 

Upcoming Events:  

 Color month– Orange      10/10 Roc Your Mocs                10/13– No School Staff Professional Development 

  

10/24 Pumpkin Patch  10/31 Trunk or Treat 

Reminders & Parent Tips 

Keep in mind that children are wanting to 

try things more on their own. Encourage 

and allow children to try tasks for them-

selves. 

As children are learning toilet training, 

dress them in comfortable clothing that 

is easier for them to pull up and pull 

down their pants.  



Teacher (s): Evelyn & Kay-Mani 

Phone: (505) 552-6544 Ext: 5107 

Email (s): e.garcia@lagunaed.net / 

 kmriley@lagunaed.net 

 Classroom Happenings - 

Theme: Clothes 

Cultural Lifeways: Harvest, Roasting Corn  

CLASS: Instructional learning formats 

Conscious Discipline: Attention 

Nutrition: Mummy Toast 

Color of the Month is: ORANGE 

Vocabulary  

Corn 

Squash 

Pumpkin 

Chili 

Watermelon 

Orange 

Traditional Clothing 

Upcoming Events: 

10/10 Roc Your Mocs 

10/11 Happy 3rd Birthday JG! 

10/17 Paraje Feast 

  STEAM Colors in Nature 

10/24 EHS Pumpkin Patch 

10/31 Trunk or Treat 

Parent Tips: Language Modeling 

Provide children with language to use. 

Describe what they are 

doing such as when they 

are playing or eating. This 

will give them a connection 

to action words and the 

action. 

In-Kind Opportunity! 

Please look in your two-way communication 

folder for activities! We’re going to send 

home materials to make a paper moccasin 

to display in the classroom on  the 10th!  



Teachers:  Ms. Yvonne and Ms. Mariah 

Email (s): y.francis@lagunaed.net /

ma.whitmore@lagunaed.net 

Phone: (505) 552-6544 Ext: 5113 

Classroom News  

What we’re learning: Children are practicing really 

hard on writing and tracing their names, we are also 

learning our ABCs, numbers 1-10, days of the week, 

and colors in Keres. 

Children are using child safe scissors to strengthen 

their fine motor skills. 

Children are getting to know friends, bus drivers and 

staff members’ names.  

In the month of October we will be concentrating on 

two letters of the alphabet each week, our first week, 

we will be learning the letters Hh and Jj!! Children will 

begin to learn letters out of sequence. 

Sight Words /Keres Words  

October Vocabulary:  

 Corn  

  Squash  

 Pumpkin 

  Chili 

  Watermelon 

Color of the Month: Orange 

Upcoming Events:  

October 10—Celebrating Indigenous Day/Roc Your Mocs 

October 17—Paraje Feast 

October 25—Pumpkin Patch 

October 31—Trunk or Treat (PHS) 

Reminders & Parent Tips 

As the weather is getting cooler, please 

send a sweater or jacket with your child  

as we go to the playground daily. 

Please check your child's backpack for 

notes from school. 

Read to your child every night. 

Enjoy your children, as they are growing 

so fast! 



Teacher (s): Teacher  Peacock & Miss Raina 

Phone: (505) 552-6544 Ext: 5114 

Email( s): l.peacock@lagunaed.net / r.victorino@lagunaed.net 

Vocabulary 

Fall colors: 

 Red 

  Yellow 

  Orange 

  Brown 

Vegetables:  

 Corn  

 Squash  

 Pumpkin 

 Chili 

 Watermelon 

Upcoming Events: 

October 10: Indigenous Day and Rock Your  Mocs 

October 17: Paraje Feast 

October 25: Pumpkin Patch 

October 31: Trunk or  Treat 

A peek at learning: 

Theme: Clothing 

Learning objectives: Self help with zippers and buttons, clothing 

textures, color matching, exploring styles.  

Cultural Lifeways: Harvesting, roasting corn, harvesting 

vegetables  

Learning objective: Taste testing of vegetables. Children will 

learn about taking care of their garden and when the best time is 

to harvest your vegetables.  

Conscious Discipline: Attention 

Nutrition: Mummy Toast  

S.T.E.A.M: Colors in Nature 

-Reminders– Parent Tips- 

Spooky season is finally here! Thank you to our families for 

sending your children to school and for being here on time! 

Yay! As the weather gets a little cooler, please send a pair or 

two, of warm clothes (long sleeve, sweats, jackets, leggings, 

etc). Also a gentle reminder to our families, please send 2 

pairs of underwear and to please check their backpacks and 

folders daily. Thank you! :)  



Teacher (s): Ms. Kayla & Ms. Carol  

Phone: (505) 552-6544 Ext: 5112 

Email (s): ka.mar tinez@lagunaed.net / 

c.day@lagunaed.net 
Classroom Happenings - 

Theme: Clothes  

Cultural Lifeways: Roasting Corn  

CLASS: Instructional learning 

formats  

Conscious Discipline: Attention  

Nutrition: Mummy Toast  

Color of the Month: Orange  

Seama Classroom:  

In September, we focused more on our emotions, learning 

how to self regulate and become aware of  others feelings.  

As we move forward in October children are ready for ad-

dition & subtraction problems, and creating art work using 

our color of the month (Orange). October has a lot of 

weather changes. Children will begin to notice the different 

types of clothing and learn how to dress according to the 

weather. 

** Reminder to send children with a jacket. Dress accord-

ing to the weather.  

Upcoming Events:  

10/10- Rock your mocs  

10/13- Professional Development Day (no school)  

10/25- Pumpkin Patch  

10/31- Trunk or treat  

 

Parent Tips:  

 Take a nature walk. Grab a basket or 
bag and have your child pick up items along 
the way like leaves of different sizes and 
colors, acorns and twigs. 

Create a collage. Display the items from 

your walk by gluing them onto paper or 

pressing them onto sticky contact paper. As 

you work together, have your child count 

the number of items found and describe 

how the items look and feel. 



Teacher(s): Teacher Juana & Ms.  
Makayla 

Phone: (505) 552-6544 Ext: 5110 

Email(s):j. natseway@lagunaed. net,  
m.sarracino@lagunaed.net 

 Classroom Happenings - 

Theme: Clothes-the children will learn about the particular 

aspect of clothing, such as special work uniforms or the man-

ufacturing process.  

Cultural Lifeways: Harvest-children will learn the process of 

harvesting. 

Conscious Discipline: Intention- help children to learn from 

their mistakes and to have healthy communication with peers 

and adults. 

Vocabulary 

*Corn 

*Squash 

*Pumpkin 

*Chili 

*Watermelon 

*Color of the month: 

Orange 

Upcoming Events: 

Oct. 10—Roc Your Mocs 

Oct. 11—Nutrition Activity-Mummy 
toast 

Oct. 17—STEAM-Colors in Nature 
and 

Paraje Feast 

Oct. 25—Pumpkin Patch 

Oct. 31—Trunk or Treat 

Parent Tips: 

Count with your child everyday using things around the house or outside such as rocks, crayons, 

etc., help build a connection to verbal counting and number recognition. The one-to-one counting is 

an important skill that needs to be practiced often. 



HEALTH AIDE 
Angelica Baca 

Phone: (505) 552-6544 Ext. 5103 or (505) 240-0793 

Email: a.baca@lagunaed.net 

Greetings families, 

The health screenings are complete and 

were a success! Make ups will be scheduled 

accordingly for children who were absent 

during the screenings. Thank you all for 

your cooperation.  Stay safe! 

 

_________________________________________________

_ 

Reminder: Please keep children home if 

they are sick, so, they can feel their very  

best at school.  

Drive –thru COVID testing hours have now 

changed, details below.  



 DEC Family Service Providers  

 Tiffany Touchin: (505)220-2549  t.touchin@lagunaed.net  

Kathleen Herrera/EHS Home Based: (505)-290-9163   k.herrera@lagunaed.net 

Kathleen has started EHS Home Based Services. Weekly visits are within the 

family home. If you know of a family who would be interested, contact the 

school or Kathleen. 

REMINDERS: 

ATTENDANCE AND COMING TO SCHOOL ON TIME IS 

VERY IMPORTANT! 

Best practice is to call the school if your child will be absent. 

 

                               Dates to remember:  

Oct.05 – Parent Committee Meeting ….9:30am-10:30 am 

Oct.10 – Rock your Mocs – Participation Optional  

Oct.13 – Professional Development, NO School 

Oct.24 – Pumpkin Patch – EHS  

Oct.25 – Pumpkin Patch – PHS  

Oct.31- Trunk or Treat- EHS – 9:30 am   PHS – 10:00 am 

mailto:t.touchin@lagunaed.net
mailto:k.herrera@lagunaed.net


Disabilities Services Coordinator  

Margaret Mascareñaz  
Information: CHILD FIND EVENT—INFORMATION 

SPECIAL EDUCATION SEVICES 

The following, is a short overview of what happens when you 

refer your child to be evaluated to determine if they qualify 

for special  education services: 

At first, the process of obtaining special education services for 

your child can seem complicated and confusing.  Don’t worry, 

as the Disabilities Services Coordinator for DEC, I can help you    

understand the process and direct you to other helpful infor-

mation and resources. 

*For infants/toddlers, birth to age 3, a request for a referral will 

be made to a NM Family, Infant & Toddler program-either the 

Native American Parent/Professional Resources( NAPPR) or  to 

La Vida Felicidad program.  Please let your child’s teacher know 

or contact me if you have any concerns regarding your infant/

toddler’s development.  We will assist you through the process. 

*The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires 

local public school districts to identify, locate and evaluate eve-

ry child (ages 3 and older) who may have a disability requiring 

special education services.   This is called “CHILD FIND”! 

The good news is that Grants Schools is conducting three Child 

Find clinics in the Cibola county area.  Please see information in 

next column.  The flyer will also be sent out to families 2 weeks 

prior to the scheduled dates listed for the Child Find events. 

PLEASE SEE INFORMATION ON NEXT COLUMN. 

 

 **Please note, the  October 3rd & January 18th  events will be in 

Grants at the  Special Ed. Office.. The Tuesday,  October 17th Child 

Find will be at the LA High School. (see below). 

     Grants/Cibola County Schools 

Free Developmental Screening: Ages 3 and older. 

Your child’s skill development will be screened in each of the 

following areas: 

**Language and communication  

**Cognition, (problem solving, and thinking skills) 

**

1. Tuesday, Oct. 3, 2023 9:00-2:00 at the SPECIAL 

ED. COMPLEX IN GRANTS.  

2. Tuesday, Oct. 17, 2023, 9:00-2:00 at the Laguna/

Acoma High School 

Appointments can be made by calling: 

Desiraye Lopez: 505-285-2643 

   Thank You. Have a great October!. 

 

                                             

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Info 

Margaret Mascareñaz 

Phone: 505-552-6544  Ext.. 5104 

Email: mmascarenaz@lagunaed.net 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music from very early ages, children begin 
demonstrating their enjoyment of music by 
smiling, clapping, bouncing, and dancing. 
Songs that they frequently hear, sung or 
played by teachers become easily remembered 
and “performed.” Children learn they can 
strike objects and make sounds that will cause 
others to listen, allowing them to become 
“musicians.” We had the privilege of having 
one of our DEC parents demonstrate the use 
of a keyboard and accordion. Thank you, to 
Mr. Ray Konico.  

EDUCATION MANAGER 

Gayleen Ruben  

Phone: (505) 552-6544 Ext. 5001 

Email: g.ruben@lagunaed.net 

Pancakes with Grandparents  

We had the honor of inviting grandparents 
for breakfast. Children and grandparents 
created animal images out of pancakes. 
While learning about textures, shapes, and 
taste testing. Thank you to all grandparents 
who were able to attend. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

10/10—Roc your Mocs  

10-24-  EHS Pumpkin Patch Activity  

10/25—PHS Pumpkin Patch Activity  

10/31—Trunk or Treat  

More information will be forthcoming 
about activities. 



Greetings Families! 

Hope this newsletter finds you well.  It is that time of the year again when the leaves are changing col-

or, the air is cooling down, and the days are getting shorter.  Fall is in the air. With that said, it is time 

to unpack the winter gear for the bus rides in the mornings for the students to be warm and to contin-

ue to be well.  Attendance in school is an important factor to the students success.  We appreciate the 

families who call to notify the school when the student(s) will be out of school.  This helps us keep 

track of the number of students for reporting purposes.  Please note Friday, October 13th will be a 

Professional Development day and the students will not have school.   

Invoicing for students in childcare have been delayed due to the transition of staff still taking place.  

We appreciate your patience and will work with the families to get payments made for the students to 

be in childcare.  Should you have any questions regarding invoicing, please contact me to discuss the 

details.   

The Division of Early Childhood is still accepting applications for enrollment in both Early Head Start 

and Preschool Head Start.  If you know of any students 6 months to 5 years of age, let their parents 

know to contact the school for an application packet.  We would love to have them in our school!  The 

recruitment team will be at Paraje Feast on October 17th providing information to the community.   

If you have any questions regarding the application process for enrollment or child care services, feel 

free to contact me at 505.552.6544 ext. 5004 or at 505.235.9286. 

Thank you all in advance for your time.  Have a wonderful month of October!  

                                                                                                Melanie Sarracino 

ERSEA Coordinator / Child Care Manager 



Greetings Families and Friends, 

I hope this finds you doing well and enjoying the changing weather.   

 

I just want to send out a few friendly reminders to parents and families for the month. 

The DEC school zone speed limit is 5 MPH.  When you come to the DEC campus, please be sure to follow the posted 

speed.  If you are sending someone to the DEC campus, please remind them to comply with the school zone speed lim-

it. This is a very important pedestrian safety protocol to follow.  We want to keep all our families and friends safe while 

on campus. 

Child drop off and pick up procedures have changed as of Monday, September 25, 2023.  Parents and authorized indi-

viduals on the contact list are now able to go directly to your child’s classroom and sign them in and out each day.  

Please make sure to close the gates, to keep children safe. You must have a car seat for staff to release the child.  Staff 

will not release a child to anyone that may be under the influence of alcohol, drugs or on the sex offender’s list.  If you 

are visiting campus for any other reason, you are required to sign in at the front office.  We appreciate your coopera-

tion with this new procedure and hope it provides families a little more flexibility. 

 

If you pick up your child from school, please ensure you pick them up by the time school ends: EHS 3:30 pm and PHS 

by 2:00 pm.  DEC follows a procedure that addresses the neglect of a parent in which, if you are late picking up your 

child or your child is brought back from the pm bus run three times, social services is called to address why the child 

was not picked up.  We ask parents to have open communication with the front office staff or the program director to 

prevent this from occurring.  Children feel the effects of not being picked up or no one being at the bus stop to receive 

them home.  Staff utilize their skills to calm the child and reassure them that they are safe until they are reunited with 

their family.   

 

I want to thank all the parents for supporting your little ones as they are beginning their educational journey with the 

Laguna Division of Early Childhood.  It is so good to see all their smiling faces here at school.  Good job parents!!! 

 

Enjoy the month of October, and if there is anything you need assistance with please contact me I will be happy to  

assist with your needs. 

 

Iris Gallegos, Program Assistant 

Email: i.gallegos@lagunaed.net 

Office Phone: 505-552-6544 ext. 5100 
Program Cell: 505-290-9314 

mailto:i.gallegos@lagunaed.net


 

Hello! My name is Jessica Atsye, I am from Laguna Pueblo. My Clans are Big Eagle and 

Little Roadrunner. I reside in Laguna, with my 2yr old son, I currently work with Office of 

Laguna Learning as a Graphic Designer.  

 

I am the founder of “Rock Your Mocs”, established in 2011. I was inspired by our Tradi-

tional Regalia, specifically moccasins. I wanted to wear them every day, so I decided on a 

day to wear them with representation, November 15th is the original day we have celebrated 

for the past 12 yrs. 

 

 “We, as Native & Indigenous people are united through our tribal heritage joining together 

by symbolically wearing our moccasins, honoring our ancestors & Indigenous peoples 

worldwide during Rock Your Mocs & Native American Heritage Month! “ 

    -Jessica Atsye 

OCTOBER 10, 2023 

DEC will be honoring “Rock Your Mocs”  

Your child may wear moccasins, not required. 

(Walk around Parade to begin @ 10:00 am) 



 

 

 

Hi,  
We are Johnnie Douma, Kristina Koenig and FK & SK. Johnnie is Laguna and Hopi/
Tewa; Kristina is Sauk-Suiattle and Upper Skagit Tribes and our bundles of  
happiness are Navajo.  
We love being outdoors and hanging out with family. FK also loves gymnastics, music 
and dancing. 
 We have been at Laguna Head Start for a month and we love it. FK is thriving in her 
language, cooperative play and making friends.   
The Casa Blanca classroom and Ms. Yvonne has brought out FK's personality. The 
classroom is welcoming, bright and cheerful. We couldn't be happier to be at Laguna 
Head Start and in the Casa Blanca room. 

Hello, this is our first year here at Early Head Start. We have enjoyed this experience 
thus far and praise the teachers for their patience and drive to educate the little ones. 
We are going on three months and every day we notice the growth and can see that 
they genuinely love being at school.  

Mygi has grown in so many ways in the last few months of attending Early Head 
Start.  Everyday we walk him into class he is so exited to be 
there and everyday we pick him up he is in the best mood, 
which tells me he loves being at school. His favorite things to 
do is sing, dance and he is always ready to help when need-
ing a helping hand. 



\ 


