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AGENDA
• REVIEW THE SCIENCE FAIR PROCESS

• APPROPRIATE AND INAPPROPRIATE TOPICS

• DISPLAY BOARD

• GRADING AND RUBRICS

• SCIENCE FAIR ACROSS ALL CURRICULA

• AMOUNT OF HELP YOU SHOULD GIVE YOUR CHILD

• EXAMPLES OF GOOD AND NOT SO GOOD PROJECTS

• AVAILABLE RESOURCES

• TIMELINE – WHEN THINGS ARE DUE



THE PROCESS
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APPROPRIATE TOPICS

• PROJECTS THAT LOOK AT TWO OR MORE INDEPENDENT VARIABLES

• PROJECTS WHERE NUMERICAL DATA CAN BE COLLECTED

• PROJECTS THAT CAN BE DONE IN A TIME SPAN OF 1 DAY TO 4 

WEEKS

• PROJECTS THAT YOU CAN EASILY GET THE MATERIALS

• PROJECTS THAT ARE AFFORDABLE

• PROJECTS WHERE ALL VARIABLES OTHER THAN THE INDEPENDENT 

AND DEPENDENT VARIABLES CAN BE CONTROLLED

• PROJECTS THAT HAVE DEPTH



INAPPROPRIATE TOPICS

• NO VERTEBRATE ANIMALS, THEIR TISSUES OR BLOOD– FISH, 

AMPHIBIANS, REPTILES, BIRDS, MAMMALS

• NO RECOMBINANT DNA

• NO PATHOGENS

• NO CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES

• NO GROWING BACTERIA OR FUNGI

• NO HUMANS

• NO FLAMMABLE OR HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

• PROJECTS WHERE NUMERICAL DATA CANNOT BE COLLECTED



DISPLAY BOARD

• THIS IS THE FINAL PIECE.

• SUMS UP THE WHOLE PROJECT

• SIZE 36" X 48“

• USE RUBBER CEMENT TO GLUE PIECES TO BOARD

• ALL COMPONENTS MUST BE TYPED



GRADING
• RESEARCH READINESS – MINOR GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES, QUARTER 1

• SCIENCE FAIR IDEAS – MAJOR GRADE SCIENCE, QUARTER 1

• SCIENCE FAIR PROPOSAL – MINOR GRADE SCIENCE, QUARTER 1

• RESEARCH PLAN – MINOR GRADE SCIENCE, QUARTER 1

• DATA CHECKS 1 AND 2 – MINOR GRADE SCIENCE, QUARTER 2

• ABSTRACT – 1. CONTENT – MAJOR GRADE SCIENCE, QUARTER 2

         2. MECHANICS – MINOR GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS, QUARTER 2

• MATH COMPONENT – MINOR GRADE MATH, QUARTER 3

• DISPLAY BOARD – MAJOR GRADE SCIENCE, QUARTER 3

• LOGBOOK – MAJOR GRADE SCIENCE, QUARTER 3

• PRESENTATION – MAJOR GRADE SCIENCE, QUARTER 3



RUBRICS

• EACH GRADE LEVEL HAS THEIR OWN GRADING RUBRICS FOR

• RESEARCH READINESS – ON THE ASSIGNMENT FORM

• ABSTRACT – IN SCIENCE FAIR INFORMATION PACKET

• LOGBOOK - IN SCIENCE FAIR INFORMATION PACKET

• DISPLAY BOARD - IN SCIENCE FAIR INFORMATION PACKET

• PRESENTATION - IN SCIENCE FAIR INFORMATION PACKET

THE GRADING OF THE IDEAS FORM, PROPOSAL FORM, RESEARCH 

PLAN, AND DATA CHECK IS BASED ON TEACHER DISCRETION.



SAMPLE RUBRIC – 8TH GRADE LOGBOOK



SCIENCE FAIR ACROSS ALL CORE CLASSES

IT IS A TEAM EFFORT ACROSS THE SCHOOL. 

• SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHERS HELP WITH RESEARCH.

• LANGUAGE ARTS TEACHERS HELP WITH ABSTRACT WRITING AND 

MECHANICS.

• MATH TEACHERS HELP WITH DATA ANALYSIS AND GRAPHING. 



HOW MUCH HELP SHOULD YOU GIVE YOUR CHILD

• THIS IS YOUR CHILD'S PROJECT.

• HELP THEM IF THEY NEED IT, BUT DON'T DO THEIR PROJECT FOR 

THEM.

“WE LEARN WISDOM FROM FAILURE MUCH MORE THAN FROM 

SUCCESS.” –SAMUEL SMILES



EXAMPLES OF GOOD PROJECTS

• PLEASE LOOK AT THE EXAMPLES THAT ARE DISPLAYED IN THE 

GYM.  THE TOPICS ARE ON GRADE LEVEL AND ACCEPTABLE.

EXAMPLES OF GOOD PROJECTS

EXAMPLES OF NOT SO GOOD PROJECTS

• HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES THAT ARE NOT GOOD PROJECTS:

• WHICH SUBSTANCE MAKES ICE MELT THE FASTEST?

• WHICH SUBSTANCE MAKES PLANTS GROW FASTER?

• HOW DOES THE AMOUNT OF BAKING SODA AFFECT THE HEIGHT A 

COOKIE RISES?

• DOES THE COLOR OF A CANDLE AFFECT THE TIME IT TAKES TO BURN?

• WHICH BATH BOMB DISSOLVES THE FASTEST?





SCIENCE FAIR RESOURCES

• CLARK-SHAW WEBSITE

• UNDER ACADEMICS

• HTTPS://CLARKSHAWMCPSSAL.SCHOOLINSITES.COM/ACADEMI

CS/SCIENCE-FAIR

• HELPFUL WEBSITES

• COPIES OF FORMS

• PICTURES OF SUCCESSFUL PROJECTS

https://clarkshawmcpssal.schoolinsites.com/academics/science-fair
https://clarkshawmcpssal.schoolinsites.com/academics/science-fair




QUESTIONS???

SCAN THIS QR 
CODE TO 
SUBMIT A 
QUESTION



THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING

• 6TH GRADE

• JENNIFER FULLER – JFULLER@MCPSS.COM

• MINDY KIRKSEY – MKIRKSEY@MCPSS.COM

• 7TH GRADE

• DENISE BURCH – DBURCH1@MCPSS.COM

• TIM ASHLEY – TEASHLEY@MCPSS.COM

• 8TH GRADE

• MELISSA SPECKER – MSPECKER@MCPSS.COM

• TIM ASHLEY - TEASHLEY@MCPSS.COM
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