INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES AND MATERIALS LWCS BP #2022-11

TITLE: Allocation of Instructional Materials
POLICY:

The distribution of all textbooks, library resources, and other instructional
materials shall be made on an equitable within the schools. The allocation of
these materials shall be based on student full-time equivalent membership funds,
school enroliment and membership.

SPECIFIC AUTHORITY: Sections 1002.20; 1003.02; 1006.28;
1006.40, Florida Statutes

TITLE: Instructional Materials Selection
POLICY:

It is the constitutional duty and responsibility of The Lake Wales Charter
Schools(LWCS), (“Board”) to adopt and provide adequate instructional materials to
all students of the System, whether the materials are selected from the list of
approved materials from the Florida Department of Education or through a LWCS
selection program. The following procedures for the adoption of instructional
materials apply only to those instructional materials that serve as the major
content tool and basis for instruction for each student in the core subject areas of
mathematics, language arts, social studies, science, reading, and literature. The
school administrator shall coordinate the selection of instructional materials.

(1) Selection of State-Adopted Instructional Materials. A school committee shall
be appointed to review instructional materials which are being considered for
state adoption.

(@) Committee members shall complete a training program developed by
the Florida Department of Education prior to involvement with the
review and selection process. The training shall develop skills to
assist committee members in making valid and objective
recommendations regarding the content and rigor of instructional
materials.

(b) The composition of the committee shall be in accordance with
current state provisions.

(2) Selection of the Adopted Instructional Materials. The primary objective for
school-wide adoption of instructional materials, which may include state-
adopted and non-state-adopted instructional materials, is to unify the
curriculum of the school's educational program. The committee
composition shall follow the same provisions as the state committee. The
selection process shall be in accordance with these provisions.

(@) Evaluation and Recommendations. The committee shall
evaluate instructional materials for potential use in the school and
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shall provide recommendations and concerns to the Superintendent’s
designee regarding the evaluation results.

(i)

(v)

(vi)

Public access to student editions of recommended materials
will be provided twenty (20) calendar days before the public
hearing described below.

Notice of Materials. Public notice of the materials being
considered for adoption shall be posted on the school
and system’s websites and shall specifically state
which instructional materials are being reviewed and
the manner in which the instructional materials can
be accessed for public review.

Public Hearing. The Board shall conduct an open, noticed
public hearing to receive comment on recommended
materials prior to adoption.

Public Meeting. An open, noticed public meeting, on a date
other than the date of the Board’s public hearing required by
Section 1006.283(8)(b), Florida Statutes, to approve an
annual instructional materials plan identifying instructional
materials that will be purchased.

Notice of Public Hearing and Public Meeting. Notice for the
Board’s public hearing and public meeting shall be posted
on the school and system’s websites and specifically state
which instructional materials are being reviewed and the
manner in which the instructional materials can be
accessed for public review.

During the public hearing, the parent of a public school
student or a resident of the county, shall be permitted to
proffer evidence that:

(1) A recommended instructional material does not meet the

criteria provided in Section 1006.31(2), Florida
Statutes or Section 1006.40(3)(d), Florida Statutes if
it was selected for use in a course or otherwise made
available to students in the school district but was
not subject to the public notice, review, comment,
and hearing procedures  under  Section
1006.283(2)(b)8,9, and 1, Florida Statutes; or

(2) Any material used in a classroom, made available in a school

library, or included on a reading list contains content
that is pornographic or prohibited under Section
847.012, Florida Statutes, is not suited to student
needs and their ability to comprehend the material
presented, or is inappropriate for the grade level and
age group for which the material is used.



@)

(4)

(vii)  For purposes of this Policy, “resident” shall mean a person
who (1) has maintained his or her residence in the State of
Florida for the preceding year, (2) has purchased a home
that is occupied by him or her as his or her residence, or (3)
has established a domicile in this state pursuant to Section
222.17, Florida Statutes.

(vii)  In addition to comments during the public hearing, the Board
shall receive comments at the public meeting.

(b) Objections to Selection of Adopted Instructional Materials. Any
objection to the selection of any instructional materials shall be filed
and processed as follows:

(i) A parent of a public school student or a resident of the
city may file a petition on the form available and posted on
the system’s website within thirty (30) calendar days
after the adoption of the materials. The petitioner must
sign the form, include the required contact information,
and state the objection to the instructional materials.

(i) Within thirty (30) calendar days after the 30-day period has
expired, the Board shall conduct a public hearing on all
petitions timely received, before an unbiased and qualified
hearing officer. The hearing officer may not be an employee
or agent of the system. The hearing is not subject to the
provisions of Chapter 120, Florida Statutes.

(iii) The decision of the Board after conducting the hearing is
final and is not subject to appeal.

(iv) The Board shall maintain on its website a current list of
instructional materials, by grade level, purchased by the
system.

(c) A school-adopted list identifying all approved instructional materials
shall be prepared and distributed to parents upon request.

Objections to Instructional Materials Already Adopted and in Use.

With respect to instructional materials already adopted and in use, or
proposed to be used in the classroom, a parent of a public school student or
a resident of the City of Lake Wales shall file a petition for review with the
Board. Such material shall include not only instructional materials used in
the classroom, but also bonus and/or other media material that will be placed
in the school's media center and used in the classroom.

Instructional materials on the state-adopted and system-adopted lists
shall remain for the period of the state adoption cycle plus two additional
years.



SPECIFIC AUTHORITY: Sections 1000.41; 1001.54; 1012.28;
1006.28; 1006.283; 1006.29; 1006.31, Florida
Statutes







